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PRIEST AS MINISTER OF CONFIRMATION 

 
To the Priests, Religious and People of the Diocese of New Ulm: 
 
 This policy sets forth the conditions required for a priest to be the minister of Confirmation. 
 
 The 1983 Revised Code of Canon Law provides that a priest may confirm under the 
following conditions: 
 
 1. if he has this faculty by virtue of either the universal law or a special concession of 

competent authority (c. 882); 
 
 2. if he baptized one who is no longer an infant (7 years of age or older, c. 97.2) or one 

already baptized (Protestant) whom he admits into the full communion of the Catholic 
Church (c. 883.2°); 

 
 3. if someone is in danger of death (c. 883.3°) no matter what age, when baptized 

Christian, when they left the Church, or what diocese they are from; 
 
 4. if the bishop gives the faculty to administer this sacrament on a somewhat regular basis 

to one or more presbyters (c. 884) or in individual cases the bishop associates 
presbyters to himself to help administer the sacraments (c. 884.2). Both of these 
situations require that the Confirmations be done within the diocese (c. 887). 

 
 Even though he may have the faculty to confirm in his own diocese, a priest may NOT VALIDLY 
confer the sacrament on anyone in another diocese, except in the danger of death (c. 887). 
 
 
 

 
CONFIRMING BAPTIZED CATHOLICS 

 
 The National Statutes for the Catechumenate

 

 of the National Council of Catholic Bishops 
(NCCB), which have been approved by the Holy See, state under the section entitled 
“Uncatechized Adult Catholics”: 

“28 - Priests mentioned in canon 883.2° [see no. 2 above] also have the faculty to 
confirm (a) in the case of the readmission to communion of a baptized Catholic who has 
been an apostate [total repudiation of the faith, c. 751] from the faith and also (b) in the 
case of a baptized Catholic who has without fault been instructed in a non-Catholic 
religion or adhered to a non-Catholic religion, but (c) not in the case of a baptized 
Catholic who without his or her fault never put the faith into practice.”
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“29 - In the instance mentioned in 28 (c), in order to maintain the interrelationship and 
sequence of Confirmation and Eucharist as defined in canon 842.2, priests who lack the 
faculty to confirm should seek it from the diocesan bishop, who may, in accord with canon 
884.1, grant the faculty if he judges it necessary.” 

 
 I believe that it is extremely important that Confirmation be part of the Profession of Faith 
process for uncatechized adult Catholics who have had special preparation through adapted 
RCIA programs. Therefore, I grant to the priests of the Diocese of New Ulm the faculty to 
confirm Catholics who are mentioned in paragraph 29 above of the National Statutes for the 
Catechumenate

 

. This faculty does not extend to situations where a Catholic for whatever reason 
was not confirmed and simply requests it later without accepting substantial instructions 
comparable to RCIA. 

 Cordially yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
 The Most Reverend John C. Nienstedt 
 Bishop of New Ulm 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Reverend Mark S. Mallak 
Chancellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This Policy Bulletin is to be inserted in the Handbook of Diocesan Policies under Worship and 
Spiritual Life, Confirmation 2, and replaces the bulletin of February 15, 1989. 


