
 
DIOCESE OF NEW ULM 

POLICY BULLETIN 
 

June 28, 2011                            Worship & Spiritual Life  
                      Confirmation 1 
 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 
 

To the Priests, Religious and People of the Diocese of New Ulm: 
 
Preparing for the celebration of Confirmation employs the same principles used when 
preparing for a Sunday Mass at the parish. “Liturgical services involve the whole Body of the 
Church” and they “are not private functions” (SC, 26). When Confirmation will include more 
than one parish, all parishes involved are to work together. It is up to the host parish pastor or 
his delegate to coordinate preparations for the liturgy. 

 
CELEBRATION OF CONFIRMATION 

A. Liturgical Ministers 
B. Rehearsal 
C. Dress 
D. Vestments 
E. Liturgical Details 
F. Reception 
G. Taking of Photographs 

I. Appendix One – Sample Greeting 
II. Appendix Two – Selecting Music 
 

A. Liturgical Ministers 
 

Those chosen to assist with the liturgy should be practicing Catholics who have already 
been confirmed. (Altar servers are an exception) Confirmandi and sponsors should not be 
asked to fulfill liturgical roles for the celebration of Confirmation. Without the responsibility 
of a liturgical role the confirmandi, can more easily focus on the ritual and enter into the 
spirit of interior and exterior participation and prayer. The bishop is the principal celebrant 
of the Mass and the Sacrament. He is joined by the pastor, his associates, and all visiting 
priests who wish to attend. Only if the number of persons to be confirmed is very great will 
the bishop designate the pastor to join him in administering the Sacrament, i.e., laying on 
of hands and anointing. (See Rite of Confirmation – Introduction no. 8, 25, 28). 

 
If the Area Faith Community/parish has a deacon, his presence in the celebration is 
desired. He would normally carry up the Book of the Gospels in the opening procession, 
proclaim the Gospel and the General Intercessions, assist with the chalice at the 
distribution of communion, and fulfill the ordinary liturgical duties of a deacon. If Form C of 
the Penitential Rite is used, the deacon proclaims the invocations from among the eight 
choices that are given in the Sacramentary (See GIRM, 94).  
 
Servers who are well trained should be chosen from the representative parishes. Both 
male and female servers may be utilized. Three to five servers are needed to carry the  
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cross and candles, to assist with incense if used, to hold the book, and to assist at Mass in 
the usual way. 

 
Those who assisted the confirmandi as catechists, parents, or mentors may be chosen to 
serve as gift bearers. 

 
B. Rehearsal  

 
A rehearsal led by the pastor or his delegate should include the confirmandi, the sponsors, 
and the servers. If not present at the rehearsal, it may be sufficient for the lectors, gift 
bearers, key musicians and extraordinary ministers to come together one hour before the 
Mass for instructions. 

 
C. Dress 

 
It is recommended that confirmandi wear modest and appropriate attire, i.e., dress shirts, 
slacks, dresses. 
 

D. Liturgical Details 
 
If worship aids are used, please send a copy to the bishop, along with the information 
sheet that is returned to his office two weeks prior to the Confirmation. The diocesan 
Office of Worship can assist parishes with the details concerning the worship aid. Prior to 
Mass, prepare and properly place a pitcher of water, a basin (separate from the dish used 
at washing of hands), one piece of lemon and a large towel for washing hands after the 
anointing. The bishop will bring his Rite of Confirmation, and chrism. Parish vessels should 
be of high quality in accord with the GIRM, nos. 327-331. 
 
The Rite of Confirmation takes place during Mass and follows the proclamation of the 
Gospel. The order of the ritual is as follows: 
 
 Gospel 
 Presentation of the Candidates 
 Homily 
 Renewal of Baptismal Promises 
 Imposition of Hands 
 The Anointing 
 General Intercessions 
 Liturgy of the Eucharist, with Mass continuing as usual 
 
Seating of the candidates may be in a special section of the church with their sponsors or 
they may be seated with their families and sponsors throughout the church. 

 
An opening greeting may be given to the assembly before Mass begins. In this greeting, 
please abstain from a heavy focus on welcoming the bishop.  
 
With the singing of the entrance song the assembly is gathered and unified. As the bishop 
and ministers process to the altar, the song that accompanies this action brings attention  
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to the liturgical season and the sacrament about to be celebrated. In order to participate 
fully in the opening hymn, confirmandi may be seated informally before the opening 
greeting. 
 
The bishop brings mitre and crosier which are kept near the chair. The bishop uses the 
presider’s chair. If a deacon is present, he sits to the right of the bishop. If other 
concelebrating priests are present, there should be places reserved for them in the 
sanctuary. 
 
To recall the sacrament of Baptism, it would be appropriate to celebrate the Rite of 
Blessing and Sprinkling with Holy Water in place of the Penitential Rite, especially during 
the season of Easter and Ordinary Time. The Gloria is sung after the Sprinkling Rite, not 
during it. During the season of Lent the Penitential Rite is preferred. The Gloria is sung 
except for the Sundays of Advent and Lent. The prayer collects are taken from the Mass of 
the Day or from the ritual of Confirmation.  
 
On Sundays of Advent, Lent, Easter, days within the octave of Easter, and on solemnities, 
the readings of the day are to be used.  
 
When Confirmation is celebrated on Sundays as part of the normally scheduled parish 
weekend Mass, the readings from the Ritual of Confirmation are used: (Lectionary nos. 
763-767) 
 
On Sundays in Ordinary Time when Confirmation is celebrated at a separate time from the 
ordinary weekend Mass time, the readings of the day are to be used. 
 
For celebrations on weekdays in Ordinary Time the readings of the day are to be used. 

 
“Christian initiation reaches its culmination in the communion of the Body and Blood of 
Christ. The newly confirmed therefore participate in the Eucharist, which completes their 
Christian initiation” (Rite of Confirmation, 13). So that the participants “even by means of 
the signs Communion will stand out more clearly as a participation in the sacrifice actually 
being celebrated,” ministers are not to retrieve the reserved hosts from the tabernacle (see 
GIRM no. 85, HCWEOM, no. 6, RS no. 89, Eucharisticum mysterium, nos. 31-32 and 
Immensae caritatis). Sacristans should, as standard procedure, be instructed to make an 
estimated count of the assembly before the opening procession and to place the correct 
amount of hosts in the vessels on the gift table prior to the Presentation of the Gifts. Only if 
and when the need arises can reserved hosts be brought over from the tabernacle during 
the Communion Procession. 

 
E. Reception 

 
It is customary to have a reception after the Confirmation ceremony to which the entire 
parish is invited. Such an event provides an opportunity for the parish community to meet 
the bishop and to express congratulations to those who were confirmed. The bishop 
desires to greet the people of the parish and the confirmandi. 
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F. Taking of Photographs 
 
Do not arrange to have a photographer come prior to the celebration of Confirmation. This 
is a time for prayerful reflection and preparation. If a professional photographer is 
engaged, the procedure should be kept simple. The bishop’s principal focus at the end of 
Confirmation is to meet the young people with their parents at the reception. The bishop 
does not want to be unduly delayed by the photographer. The bishop will be available for 
individual photographs with the confirmandi and their families during the reception.  
 
 
 
 
       In Christ, 
 
 
 
       ____________________________ 
       The Most Rev. John M. LeVoir 
       Bishop of New Ulm 

 
 
 
 ___________________________ 

Msgr. Eugene L. Lozinski 
Chancellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(This Policy Bulletin is to be inserted in the Handbook of Diocesan Policies under Worship 
and Spiritual Life, Confirmation 1 replacing the bulletin dated May 7, 1995.) 



Appendix I: Sample Greeting 
 
Good Morning (evening). Welcome to the Church of ________________________________. 
It is with joy that we gather together today to celebrate the sacrament of Confirmation which 
completes the sacraments of initiation. We welcome all of you who have come from far and 
near. These candidates were brought into the church through the Sacrament of Baptism. They 
received the light of Christ and were clothed with a white garment as a symbol of their 
Christian dignity. They were anointed with the chrism of salvation so as to share in the priestly, 
prophetic and kingly duties of Christianity. In Holy Communion they became sharers in the 
banquet of Christ’s sacrifice. In Confirmation they will receive the fullness of God’s Spirit. 
Sealed by the sacred chrism and through the gifts of the Holy Spirit, these young men and 
women will be strengthened to give witness to Christ, Our Lord as they continue to learn and 
practice their faith in the years to come. 

 
We begin our celebration by joining together in our opening hymn ___________________. 
 
Appendix II: Selecting Music 
 
Selecting music for the celebration involves being attentive to the elements of ritual, the 
spiritual dimension of the music and the cultural context. It also involves good liturgical, 
pastoral and musical judgments. Based on criteria found in Sing to the Lord: Music in Divine 
Worship nos. 67-71, 126-136, you may wish to ask the following questions to discern whether 
or not the music that is chosen for the celebration is appropriate. 
 
Liturgical 

• Is this composition capable of meeting the structural and contextual requirements set 
forth by the liturgical books for this liturgical rite? 

• Does it connect to the liturgical action without dominating it? 
• How does the music reflect the message form Sacred Scriptures chosen for this 

celebration? 
• How does the music reflect the liturgical season? 

 
Pastoral 

• Does the music promote the holiness of those assembled in this place, in this 
community, at this time, by drawing them into the holy mysteries being celebrated? 

• Is the music known by the assembly? 
 

Musical 
• Regardless of the style of the music, is it technically, aesthetically, and expressively 

pleasing? 
• Does the music make use of the musical instruments that are available to our parish? 

 
Ritual 

• Does this music allow the rite to unfold with the proper participation without 
overshadowing the words and actions of the liturgy? 

 
Spiritual 

• Does the music add greater depth to prayer, unity to the assembly, or dignity to the 
ritual? 

• Does the music draw the mind toward the prayer of the liturgy? 
 

Cultural 
• Does the music take into account the age, spiritual heritage, cultural and ethnic 

background of the given assembly? 


