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Hello.  This is Bishop John LeVoir with a reflection for Easter. 

“Christ indeed from death is risen, our new life obtaining.  Have mercy, 

victor King, ever reigning!  Amen. Alleluia.”  This is the last verse of the 

Easter Sequence entitled Victimae Paschali Laudes or Praise to the 

Paschal Victim-Jesus Christ. 

This past September, a group of us made a pilgrimage to the Holy Land.  

One of the sites that we visited was the empty tomb of Jesus.  The tomb is 

in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.   

Inside the tomb is an altar situated on the top of the stone slab on which the 

dead body of Jesus was placed.  It was on this altar that I had the privilege 

of celebrating Mass for our group of pilgrims.   

The scripture readings for the Mass were about the resurrection of Jesus 

from the dead and the empty tomb.  It was in this empty tomb that I 

celebrated Mass!  Even now, as I contemplate this privilege, it brings tears 

to my eyes. 

Being present in the empty tomb, I was, in a sense, a witness to the 

resurrection.  Jesus’ dead body, which was once present, was no longer 

there.  Jesus was alive and his body glorified.  The words of the Easter 

Sequence came alive for me in that empty tomb: “Christ indeed from death 

is risen”. 

Through the grace of his death, burial, and resurrection, Jesus has united 

humanity to God.  The divine life, lost for humanity by Adam and Eve in the 

beginning, was restored to humanity in an ever more glorious and new way.  

Again, in the words of the Sequence: “Our new life obtaining”. 

What is our response to the resurrection of Jesus?  Jesus does desire our 

response.  Let us open our hearts to the grace of the resurrection.  The 

words of the Sequence provide an apt response: “Have mercy, victor King, 

ever reigning!  Amen. Alleluia”. 


