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Over the summer, we took another step toward resolution of clergy sexual abuse claims made against the Diocese of New Ulm and 

parishes within it. In late June, a settlement agreement was reached between the diocese, area parishes, and abuse victims and 

survivors. It is my prayer that this settlement agreement will bring some measure of healing to all those harmed. 

 

The $34,000,000 in settlement funds identified in the agreement are made up of insurance coverage plus contributions from the 

diocese and parishes. While we can never truly provide full compensation for the harm caused to victims and survivors of clergy 

sexual abuse, I believe this settlement agreement is a fair one. It provides the maximum amount of compensation to victims and 

survivors, while maintaining enough resources to continue the ministry of the Church in our area of Minnesota. 

 

As we go to press, details regarding the final settlement terms, which will go to victims and survivors of clergy sexual abuse for a 

vote, were continuing to be worked out. We remain hopeful the settlement can be finalized and a process for distribution of 

compensation to victims and survivors can begin by early next year. You can read additional information about the settlement 

agreement in the article on page 1 of this issue of The Prairie Catholic. 

 

There are many people to thank for their work toward reaching a fair settlement. First, I want to thank abuse victims and survivors for 

their courage in coming forward and their participation in negotiations through their representatives. Second, gratitude is also due to 

attorneys for victims and survivors and the insurance companies, U.S. Bankruptcy Court Judge Robert Kressel who oversees the case, 

and retired U.S. Judge Gregg Zive who provides mediation assistance. 

 

Our hope is always in Christ 

The sexual abuse crisis has changed the way the Church, both locally and globally, does some essential things. It has changed 

protocols to ensure we are doing all we can to protect children. It has made us more willing to address Church leaders’ faults with 

humility and to apologize for failings. It has made us realize that we all need to play a role in healing and outreach to those who are on 

the margins of our parish communities or who have left the Church.  

 

The core mission and ministry of the Church have not changed, of course. We know that “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, 

and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). I believe we have much reason for hope for the present and future of the Catholic Church in our 

communities and in the world. But the renewal of hope springs from a more fervent faith in Jesus Christ. Our hope is always renewed 

in Christ! 

 

As another Minnesota summer is winding down, as farmers are planning their harvests, and as students are settling back in for the new 

school year, please remember to pray for healing in our Church. I believe this is a time to continue to reflect on what we can do to 

ensure we have safe and welcoming opportunities to engage our communities in ministry. It’s a time to reach out with compassion to 

those who have been harmed by the actions or inaction of Church leaders. It’s a time to pray for healing and peace – and to look to our 

future with renewed hope in Jesus Christ. 

 

 


