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New Catholic schools plan promulgated 

On Aug. 10, I had the privilege of meeting with Karla Cross, director of the Office of Catholic 

Schools, and the Catholic school principals of the Diocese of New Ulm at Schoenstatt on the 

Lake in Sleepy Eye. At this meeting, I promulgated the new “Plan for Schools” for the diocese. 

We discussed the plan. I stressed the importance of the Catholic identity of our schools. I asked 

for the principals to form our students into missionary disciples of Jesus: young people who are 

on fire for the Lord. This is certainly the desire of Pope Francis. 

We also talked about pastoral planning in the diocese and how we are moving forward to keep 

the faith vibrant in our parishes and area faith communities. We also talked about the legal issues 

facing the diocese. 

I celebrated Mass at the Schoenstatt Jubilee Family Shrine for the group and then we had lunch 

together. I am impressed by the principals of our Catholic schools. They are committed to 

Catholic education and the true good of our students. 

Pastoral planning 

Pastoral planning efforts are continuing in the diocese as we continue to implement the “Fourth 

Plan for Parishes” (available on the diocesan Web site). I ask that we all work together to plan 

for the future of our diocese. 

The statistics since the founding of our diocese in 1957 are telling. The diocese has 57,495 

Catholics as of June 30, 2014 (down about 10,600), 37 active diocesan priests (down 61), 71 

parishes (down 15), three Catholic high schools (down four), and 15 Catholic grade schools 

(down 22). In addition, there are only about 33 percent of Catholics who attend Mass on the 

weekends. 

Due to the decrease in Catholic population in the diocese, the decrease in the number of active 

clergy, and the lower weekend Mass attendance, we are called to plan realistically for the future. 

Priests, parishioners, and bishop are called to work together in their specific roles to implement 

the “Fourth Plan.” 

At the heart of pastoral planning is prayer. As the Prayer for the Implementation of the “Fourth 

Plan for Parishes” begins: “Heavenly Father, we place in your hands the ‘Fourth Plan for 

Parishes’ of the Diocese of New Ulm. It was only with your grace that this plan has been 

formulated. It will only be with your grace that its implementation will take place.” 



I ask that we continue to pray for pastoral planning efforts, as well as discuss our future, to work 

together, and to seek God’s will. 

Life and Dignity Sunday 

The diocese will be participating in Life and Dignity Sunday on the weekend of Sept. 17-18, 

2016. All of the bishops of Minnesota established the Minnesota Catholic Conference Catholic 

Advocacy Network to equip parishioners to be faithful citizens. 

Life and Dignity Sunday makes parishioners aware of this informative resource. Parishioners 

will also have the opportunity to sign up to receive information from the Catholic Advocacy 

Network electronically. Parishioners who register will become network members alongside 

thousands of fellow Catholics throughout the state. 

The goals of Life and Dignity Sunday are: (1) to empower Catholics be a witness for Christ in 

the public sphere; (2) to raise awareness of Catholic Advocacy Network and Minnesota Catholic 

Conference’s parish social ministry resources; and (3) to increase active Catholic Advocacy 

Network members in the New Ulm diocese. 

The Catholic Advocacy Network provides an easy and effective way for Catholics to answer 

their baptismal call to faithful citizenship. As our state and nation face many challenges in the 

public arena, it is more important than ever that key pieces of legislation are identified and 

brought to people’s attention, and also to give them an easy opportunity to connect with their 

legislators. 

If we hope to protect the dignity of human life from conception to natural death, and to foster 

what Pope Francis calls our “human and natural ecologies,” we have to participate in public 

conversations about fostering the common good. Please see our diocesan Web site for more 

information.  

National Day of Prayer 

There have been so many tragedies recently in our country and around the world. As a response, 

Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz, the president of United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, has 

called for a National Day of Prayer on Sept. 9, the feast of St. Peter Claver, as one way of 

helping our communities that are struggling with violence in many forms. The Diocese of New 

Ulm will participate in this National Day of Prayer.  

Archbishop Kurtz also announced the formation of a special task force to help the bishops, 

clergy, and laity to engage the challenging problems connected with race relations. 

As he expressed, “By stepping forward to embrace the suffering, through unified, concrete action 

animated by the love of Christ, we hope to nurture peace and build bridges of communication 

and mutual aid in our own communities.” 


