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Friends, family, and community members surround the parents of 
Alayna Ertl, Matt and Kayla (center right), the evening of Aug. 23 in 
the parking lot of St. Anthony Church in Watkins.
                                                           (Photo by Paul Middlestaedt)

by Debra Skelley Blaschko
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

Is it possible that what happened 
at World Youth Day 2016 could 
be the answer to the violence and 
extremism plaguing our world 
today? One woman thinks so. 

“The free response of young 
people from all over the world, 
to make a huge sacrifi ce to 
travel to Poland to celebrate 
the sacraments and share our 
Catholic faith, in peace, in diverse 
languages, and from diverse 
cultures – that is the answer to 
radicalism and terrorism and 
fundamentalism,” said Sarah 
Jirak, a teacher at St. Mary’s 
Catholic School in Sleepy Eye.
Jirak was among 15 pilgrims 

Diocesan pilgrims inspired, challenged at World Youth Day 2016
from the Diocese of New Ulm 
who traveled to Krakow, Poland 
in late July, where an estimated 
2.5 to 3 million people gathered 
for World Youth Day to celebrate 
Jesus Christ and their Catholic 
faith with Pope Francis and clergy 
from all over the world.

 “I saw and heard the most 
amazing things: people, young 
people, suff ering together 
joyfully, singing hymns … , 
praying, and chatting in broken 
languages with each other,” said 
Jirak. “So beautiful! Nothing 
grotesque, nothing vile, nothing 
risqué, nothing abusive, nothing 
violent, nothing ugly – it was 
beauty on so many levels.”

She was touched to be in the 

midst of masses of young people 
who were patient and joyful in 
the midst of the discomforts 
that come with being part of a 
crowd of millions of people in 
hot, humid, and sometimes rainy 
weather. 

World Youth Day is a week-
long gathering of young people 
and their leaders organized 
by the Catholic Church every 
two-to-three years in major 
cities throughout the world. 
Highlighting the event is a 
visit by the pope, who gives an 
opening address when he arrives, 
presides at an Evening Vigil, and 
celebrates Mass on the closing 
day.

Community gathers to grieve, honor the life of Alayna Ertl
Courtesy of The Visitor
Diocese of St. Cloud

Family, friends and community 
members fl ooded the parking lot 
at St. Anthony Church in Watkins 
Aug. 23 to remember the short 
life of 5-year-old Alayna Ertl at a 
candlelight vigil.

Supporters carried candles, 
lighted paper luminaries in the 
symbol of a cross, and lined 
the back of a fl atbed truck with 
colorful votives.

Balloons in hues of pink and 
purple fl oated into the night sky 
to honor the life of the girl known 
for her sweet smile and ever-
ready hugs who was abducted in 
the early hours of Aug. 20, setting 
off  a statewide AMBER alert.

Authorities believe Zachary Todd 

Anderson, a friend of Alayna’s 
father who had stayed overnight 
at their home, abducted the girl, 
stole his truck, and took her to a 
remote area where she was found 
dead. Anderson was formally 
charged with murder Aug. 23.

The memorial was spearheaded 
by neighbors of the Ertl 
family who collaborated with 
community members, including 
Fr. Aaron Nett, parochial 
administrator of St. Anthony 
Parish, which is part of the 
Diocese of New Ulm but is paired 
with Assumption Church in Eden 
Valley and served by the Diocese 
of St. Cloud.

Fr. Nett led the service, which 
included music, prayer, readings, 

Pope Francis waves to pilgrims as he arrives for the Stations of the 
Cross July 29 at Błonia Park in Krakow, Poland. About 800,000 
people attended the World Youth Day event. 
                                                                (Photo by Kennedy Pelzel)

Cherished communities of faith
Bishop John M. LeVoir celebrates Mass with Frs. Steve Verhelst 
and Jerry Paulson at St. Thomas More in Lake Lillian on Sunday, 
Aug. 28. Due to declining numbers of priests and parishioners, 
St. Thomas More was one of four parishes in the Diocese of New 
Ulm to celebrate their last weekend Masses this summer.                                         
                                                                 (Read more on pages 6-9.)

(Photo by Mary Nordstrom)
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by Bishop John M. LeVoir

On Aug. 10, I had the privilege 
of meeting with Karla Cross, 
director of the Offi  ce of Catholic 
Schools, and the Catholic school 
principals of the Diocese of New 
Ulm at Schoenstatt on the Lake 
in Sleepy Eye. At this meeting, 
I promulgated the new “Plan for 
Schools” for the diocese.

We discussed the plan. I stressed 
the importance of the Catholic 
identity of our schools. I asked 
for the principals to form our 
students into missionary disciples 
of Jesus: young people who 
are on fi re for the Lord. This 
is certainly the desire of Pope 
Francis.

We also talked about pastoral 
planning in the diocese and how 
we are moving forward to keep 
the faith vibrant in our parishes 
and area faith communities. We 
also talked about the legal issues 
facing the diocese.

I celebrated Mass at the 
Schoenstatt Jubilee Family 
Shrine for the group and then 
we had lunch together. I am 
impressed by the principals of 
our Catholic schools. They are 
committed to Catholic education 
and the true good of our students.

New Catholic schools plan promulgated
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Pastoral planning
Pastoral planning eff orts are 
continuing in the diocese as 
we continue to implement the 
“Fourth Plan for Parishes” 
(available on the diocesan Web 
site). I ask that we all work 
together to plan for the future of 
our diocese.

The statistics since the founding 
of our diocese in 1957 are 
telling. The diocese has 57,495 
Catholics as of June 30, 2014 
(down about 10,600), 37 active 
diocesan priests (down 61), 
71 parishes (down 15), three 
Catholic high schools (down 
four), and 15 Catholic grade 
schools (down 22). In addition, 
there are only about 33 percent of 
Catholics who attend Mass on the 
weekends.

Due to the decrease in Catholic 
population in the diocese, the 
decrease in the number of active 
clergy, and the lower weekend 
Mass attendance, we are called 
to plan realistically for the 
future. Priests, parishioners, 
and bishop are called to work 
together in their specifi c roles to 
implement the “Fourth Plan.”

At the heart of pastoral planning 
is prayer. As the Prayer for the 
Implementation of the “Fourth 
Plan for Parishes” begins: 
“Heavenly Father, we place in 
your hands the ‘Fourth Plan 
for Parishes’ of the Diocese 
of New Ulm. It was only with 
your grace that this plan has 
been formulated. It will only 

be with your grace that its 
implementation will take place.”
I ask that we continue to pray for 
pastoral planning eff orts, as well 
as discuss our future, to work 
together, and to seek God’s will.

Life and Dignity Sunday
The diocese will be participating 
in Life and Dignity Sunday 
on the weekend of Sept. 17-
18, 2016. All of the bishops 
of Minnesota established the 
Minnesota Catholic Conference 
Catholic Advocacy Network to 
equip parishioners to be faithful 
citizens.

Life and Dignity Sunday 
makes parishioners aware 
of this informative resource. 
Parishioners will also have 
the opportunity to sign up to 
receive information from the 
Catholic Advocacy Network 
electronically. Parishioners who 

Bishop John M. LeVoir of the Diocese of New Ulm speaks with diocesan Catholic school principals 
at an in-service Aug. 10 at Schoenstatt on the Lake in Sleepy Eye. At the meeting he promulgated the 
“Diocesan Plan for Catholic Schools,” a pastoral planning document following upon the “Fourth Plan 
for Parishes” promulgated in May 2013. For more on this document, see the story on page 3. 
         (Photo by Chris Clancy)

Bishop LeVoir’s September 
2016 calendar can be found at
www.dnu.org/calendar/.

register will become network 
members alongside thousands of 
fellow Catholics throughout the 
state.

The goals of Life and Dignity 
Sunday are: (1) to empower 
Catholics be a witness for Christ 
in the public sphere; (2) to raise 
awareness of Catholic Advocacy 
Network and Minnesota 
Catholic Conference’s parish 
social ministry resources; and 
(3) to increase active Catholic 
Advocacy Network members in 
the New Ulm diocese.

The Catholic Advocacy Network 
provides an easy and eff ective 
way for Catholics to answer 
their baptismal call to faithful 
citizenship. As our state and 
nation face many challenges 
in the public arena, it is more 
important than ever that key 
pieces of legislation are identifi ed 

and brought to people’s attention, 
and also to give them an easy 
opportunity to connect with their 
legislators.

If we hope to protect the dignity 
of human life from conception 
to natural death, and to foster 
what Pope Francis calls our 
“human and natural ecologies,” 
we have to participate in public 
conversations about fostering the 
common good. Please see our 
diocesan Web site, www.dnu.org, 
for more information. 

National Day of Prayer
There have been so many 
tragedies recently in our country 
and around the world. As a 
response, Archbishop Joseph E. 
Kurtz, the president of United 
States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, has called for a National 
Day of Prayer on Sept. 9, the 
feast of St. Peter Claver, as one 
way of helping our communities 
that are struggling with violence 
in many forms. The Diocese of 
New Ulm will participate in this 
National Day of Prayer. 

Archbishop Kurtz also 
announced the formation of a 
special task force to help the 
bishops, clergy, and laity to 
engage the challenging problems 
connected with race relations.

As he expressed, “By stepping 
forward to embrace the suff ering, 
through unifi ed, concrete action 
animated by the love of Christ, 
we hope to nurture peace and 
build bridges of communication 
and mutual aid in our own 
communities.”



education

The Prairie Catholic                 Page 3               September  2016                        

by Sam Patet
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

Last year, the diocese’s 15 
elementary schools and three 
high schools had 2,062 students.

While that number might sound 
impressive, it’s down over 900 
from 10 years ago. In other 
words, since the 2005-06 school 
year, the Catholic schools in the 
Diocese of New Ulm have lost 
over 30 percent of their students.

Almost two-thirds of those 
losses, however, came in the 
fi rst fi ve years of the period. 
Eff orts undertaken since then in 
implementing the diocese’s fi rst 
plan for Catholic schools have 
gone a long way to limiting those 
losses.

That’s one big reason the 
Schools Planning Committee (a 
subcommittee of the diocesan 
Committee on Parishes) has 
redoubled its eff orts to help the 
diocese’s Catholic schools attract 
and retain students in the creation 
of the second “Pastoral Plan for 
Catholic Schools.”

Offi  cially promulgated on 
Aug. 10, 2016 by Bishop John 
M. LeVoir, the plan not only 
encourages schools to collaborate 
more closely with one another, 
but explains why Catholic 
schools are still needed in the 
21st century.

“Catholic schools are a vital 
aspect of the Church’s mission 
to preach the gospel of Jesus 
Christ,” Bishop LeVoir writes in 
a foreword to the plan. “We must 
keep a focus on the link between 
the mission of Catholic schools 
and the proclamation of the 
gospel” (p. 6).

Karla Cross, director of the 
diocese’s Offi  ce of Catholic 
Schools since 2008, chaired the 
committee that wrote the plan. 
Catholic schools have always 
provided a high-quality, faith-
based education to thousands of 
students in the diocese, she said. 
But changing demographics have 
dramatically aff ected schools’ 
ability to stay open.

“Smaller families, larger 
farms, lack of employment 
opportunities, declining 

population, declining number 
of Catholics, and the declining 
numbers of religious sisters 
and priests are just some of the 
factors that have changed the 
demographics of the diocese 
and given the diocese cause to 
attempt to plan for the future,” 
Cross said. “The ‘Pastoral Plan 
for Catholic Schools’ responds to 
a present, critical need.”

Five years in the making
Cross and the Schools Planning 
Committee (which consisted of 
fi ve Catholic school principals 
and one pastor) began working 
on the plan in early 2011. Over 
the next fi ve years, it researched 
best practices for schools and 
solicited input from parents and 
educators.

Draft after draft of the plan 
was reviewed and edited, until 
a copy was submitted to the 
Committee on Parishes in 2015. 
It then was recommended by the 
Priests’ Council and the Diocesan 
Pastoral Council for the bishop’s 
approval.

Shelly Bauer, principal at St. 
Anthony Catholic Elementary 
School in New Ulm for nine 
years, has served on the Schools 
Planning Committee since 2007. 
She thinks the plan will be a 
great resource for educators.

“The document provides 
expectations for leaders, staff , 
and the Catholic education 
program as a whole,” she said.

The fi rst plan for Catholic 
schools, which was promulgated 
in June 2007, provided broad 
guidelines for administrators, 
educators, pastors, and the 
lay faithful to consider when 
assessing a school’s viability. 
The second plan provides more 
specifi c guidelines, Cross said.

It also ties in with the “Fourth 
Plan for Parishes,” the Diocese of 
New Ulm’s most recent pastoral 
planning document. Promulgated 
by Bishop LeVoir in 2013, the 
“Fourth Plan” calls all Catholics 
to live out their baptismal offi  ces 
of priest, prophet, and king while 
prayerfully assessing how their 
parishes can better work together 

Editor’s note: This back-to-school 
story is also part of The Prairie 
Catholic’s series on the works of 
mercy during this Jubilee Year of 
Mercy. Traditionally formulated 
as “instructing the ignorant,” 
the fi rst of the spiritual works of 
mercy emphasizes the need to 
teach others what is conducive to 
their salvation.

“If we had to choose again, 
defi nitely we would send them 
to Holy Redeemer because they 
defi nitely shine as individuals.”

Brenda Baker and her husband 
Scott have fi ve children. Their 
youngest child, Joshua, is now an 
eighth grader at Holy Redeemer 
School in Marshall.  

“I’ve had a kid at Holy Redeemer 
for 18 years,” said Baker. “I 
know that each one of them got 
a great education and has a great 
formation in the faith to start their 
lives.”

Sending kids to Catholic 
school requires some fi nancial 
choices for families. The value 
proposition was clear for the 
Baker family, who didn’t go on 
many vacations over the past two 
decades.

“The sacrifi ces we made were 
worth it to have our kids grow in 
faith, as good Christians, good 
leaders going out in to the world, 
proud of who they are and not 
worrying about material things 
but helping those around them.”

 “We defi nitely have a presence 
in the community,” said Carol 
DeSmet, principal of Holy 
Redeemer School. “Our kids go 
on to high school and do well.”

DeSmet said parents choose Holy 
Redeemer School because of the 
faith-based education, the family 
environment, and the small class 
sizes. Holy Redeemer School 
has two sections in each grade 
and no classes have more than 20 
children. 

Financial aid is available for 
families who need it, based 
on an application process that 
determines a family’s ability to 
pay, explained DeSmet. 

“We do not deny a child an 
education due to fi nancial need. If 
a family has fi nancial need, we’ll 

help them make it work.”

On the other side of the diocese at 
Holy Trinity School in Winsted, 
60 percent of families receive 
some fi nancial assistance with 
tuition.

“We never turn away anyone 
because of fi nancial concerns,” 
says Cathy Millerbernd, dean 
of Faculty and Curriculum at 
Holy Trinity School. “We tell 
them that right when they walk 
in the door, ‘Don’t let that be the 
determination.’ Let’s look at why 
you want to come – the Catholic 
education, the academics, and 
then we’ll talk about tuition.”

Holy Trinity parish leadership 
recognizes that the school is an 
important ministry that should 
be supported. As with nearly all 
Catholic schools, support from a 
parish helps make Holy Trinity 
School aff ordable and accessible 
to families.

“I’m lucky to be at a parish where 
we had a very farsighted group 
of people who said, ‘We need 
to come up with a way that’s 
better than a bake sale to support 
the school’,” said Holy Trinity 
pastor Father Tony Stubeda. 
“They came up with an idea for a 
country music festival.”

The rest is history. The fi rst 
Winstock Country Music Festival 
took the stage in 1993 and has 
grown to be one of the region’s 
largest outdoor music festivals. 
All Winstock proceeds go to help 
fund education for students at 
Holy Trinity School. Since 1993, 
support to the school has topped 
$5 million.

“It goes 100 percent to the 
operating budget: paying teacher 
salaries, buying materials, 
funding activities,” says 
Millerbernd. 

Musicians playing Winstock 
include some of the biggest 
names in country music, like 
Toby Keith, Rascal Flatts, 
Martina McBride, and Brad 
Paisley. In 2016, about 15,000 
people attended the two-day 
festival. Nearly 1,000 people 
volunteered to help stage the 
event. And it all started with 
a small group of Holy Trinity 
supporters a quarter of a century 
ago.

“Most of them were people who 
had gone to school there and 
asked, ‘How do we do this for 
future generations?’ and they’re 
just amazing,” Father Stubeda 
said. “The school community, 
the parish community and the 
larger community all fi nd it is 
an important way to support the 
mission of the school.”

“The reason that Catholic schools 
exist is to form young people 
to be better disciples of Christ,” 
he continued. “We’re trying to 
build a habit that part of being 
a disciple of Christ is service. 
The things that get done in our 
community are done by people 
like us.”

For Millerbernd, being part of the 
three-person leadership team at 
Holy Trinity is the culmination 
of a lifelong love of Catholic 
education that started back when 
she was a Holy Trinity student a 
few decades ago.

“When I was student here, it 
felt very safe – I loved learning 
about the faith,” she said. “Then 
coming back as a teacher and 
seeing families I knew and seeing 
the generation coming up, and 
now as a principal and seeing 
these younger families, that they 
are willing to sacrifi ce because 
it’s an important part of their 
lives.”

Back in Marshall, DeSmet 
refl ected on one of her favorite 
things: when Holy Redeemer 
alumni come back to visit and 
she hears about “the little things 
that stay in their hearts, how Holy 
Redeemer School along with 
their parents built that foundation 
to always count on God.”

“Each one of them knows 
that faith and family are most 
important to us,” said Baker, 
explaining how Holy Redeemer 
School has reinforced what her 
children are taught at home. 
“Coming up through Catholic 
school, they are very confi dent 
in what they have become. They 
will stand up for what they 
believe in.”

Catholic education is worth the sacrifi ce
Parents, parishes, and local communities committed 
to Catholic schools

New Catholic schools 
plan stresses enrollment, 
collaboration

(continued on page 5)
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No Tengas Miedo
Promulgación del Nuevo Plan para las 
Escuelas Católicas

por Obispo John M. LeVoir

El 10 de Agosto tuve el 
privilegio de reunirme con 
Karla Cross, director de 
la Ofi cina de las Escuelas 
Católicas de la Diócesis de 
New Ulm. En esta reunión, 
promulgué el nuevo “Plan para 
las escuelas.” 

Hablamos sobre el plan y 
enfaticé sobre la importancia 
de la identidad católica de 
nuestras escuelas.  Le pedí 
a los directores hacer de 
nuestros estudiantes discípulos 
misioneros de Jesús: jóvenes 
en el fuego de Cristo.  Este 
es sin duda el deseo del Papa 
Francisco.

También hablamos sobre la 
planifi cación pastoral en la 
diócesis y cómo seguimos 
adelante para mantener la fe 
viva en nuestras parroquias 
y comunidad del Área de Fe. 
Otro punto que hablamos fue 
sobre los problemas legales que 
afronta la diócesis.

La Planifi cación Pastoral
Los esfuerzos de la 
planifi cación pastoral continúan 
en la diócesis a medida que 
seguimos implementando el 
“Cuarto Plan para Parroquias,” 
(disponible en nuestro sitio 
web). Les pido que trabajemos 
juntos para el futuro de nuestra 
diócesis. 

Las estadísticas lo dicen 
todo, desde la fundación de la 
diócesis en 1957. Al 30 de Junio 
del 2014 la diócesis cuenta con 
57,495 católicos (disminución 
de 10,600), 37 sacerdotes 
activos (disminución de 61), 
71 parroquias (disminución 
de 15), 3 escuelas secundaria 
católica (disminución de 4) 
y 15 escuelas de primaria 
(disminución de 22).  Además, 
alrededor de un 33 por ciento 
de católicos asiste a la Misa los 
fi nes de semana.   

Debido a la disminución de 
la población católica en la 
diócesis, la disminución del 
número de sacerdotes activos 
y un nivel bajo de asistencia 
de feligreses a misa los fi nes 

de semana, somos llamados a 
planifi car de manera realista 
para el futuro.  Los sacerdotes, 
los feligreses y el Obispo son 
llamados a trabajar juntos 
en sus respectivos roles para 
implementar el “Cuarto Plan.”

En el centro de esta 
planifi cación Pastoral esta la 
oración. Empezamos con la 
Oración por la Implementación 
del “Cuarto Plan para 
Parroquias”: “Padre Celestial, te 
encomendamos el ‘Cuarto Plan 
para Parroquias’ de la Diócesis 
de New Ulm.  Fue solo por 
tu gracia que este plan se ha 
elaborado. Y solo por tu gracia 
que su implementación se lleve 
a cabo.”

Les pido que continuemos 
orando por todos los esfuerzos 
que se hace para la planifi cación 
pastoral, así como intercambiar 
ideas sobre nuestro futuro, 
trabajar juntos y buscar la 
voluntad de Dios. 

El Domingo de la Vida y de la 
Dignidad
La diócesis participará del 
Domingo de la Vida y de 
la Dignidad el 17 y 18 de 
Septiembre. Todos los obispos 
de Minnesota han establecido 
una Red de Defensa Católica 
de la Conferencia de Minnesota 
para preparar a los feligreses a 
ser ciudadanos llenos de fe.  

El Domingo de la Vida y la 
Dignidad es una forma para que 
los feligreses estén conscientes 
de este recurso informativo. 
Los feligreses tendrán la 
oportunidad de inscribirse para 
recibir información de parte 
de la red católica de defensa 
electrónicamente. Los feligreses 
que se registren serán miembros 
de esta red. 

Los objetivos del Domingo de 
la Vida y de la Dignidad son: 
(1) capacitar a los católicos 
a ser testigos de Cristo en el 
ámbito público; (2) suscitar 
concienciación de la red de 
defensa católica y de los 
recursos del ministerio social 
de la parroquia; y (3) aumentar 
miembros en la red de defensa 
católica en la Diócesis de New 
Ulm. 

La Red de Defensa Católica 
provee a los católicos de 
manera sencilla y efi caz a 
responder su llamado bautismal 
a ser ciudadanos llenos de fe. 
A medida que nuestro estado y 
país enfrentan tantos desafíos 
en el ámbito público, ahora 
más que nunca es importante 
identifi car los elementos claves 
de la legislación e informar a 
los ciudadanos y darles una 
oportunidad fácil de conectarse 
con sus legisladores.     

Si esperamos proteger la 
dignidad de todo ser humano 
desde su concepción hasta la 
muerte natural, y fomentar lo 
que el Papa Francisco llama a la 
“ecología natural y la humana,” 
tenemos que participar en 
conversaciones públicas sobre 
como promover el bien común. 
Para mayor información, visite 
nuestro sitio web de la diócesis. 

Día Nacional de la Oración
Recientemente han habido 
tantas tragedias en nuestro 
país y en todo el mundo. 
Como respuesta, el Arzobispo 
Joseph E. Kurtz, presidente 
de la Conferencia de Obispos 
Católicos de los Estados 
Unidos, ha convocado a un Día 
Nacional de Oración para el 9 
de Septiembre, la fi esta de San 
Pedro Claver, como una manera 
de ayudar a nuestra comunidad 
que son víctima de la violencia 
de varias maneras. La Diócesis 
de New Ulm participará de este 
Día Nacional de la Oración.  

Arzobispo Kurtz también 
anunció la formación de 
un grupo de tareas especial 
para ayudar a los obispos, 
sacerdotes y laicos para que 
se comprometan a los desafíos 
vinculados con las relaciones 
interraciales.   Expresó, “al dar 
un paso adelante para aceptar 
a los que sufren, mediante un 
enfoque unifi cado, acciones 
concretas animada por el amor 
de Cristo, esperamos promover 
la paz y erigir puentes de 
comunicación y la ayuda mutua 
en nuestra comunidad.”

refl ections, and a slide show of 
Alayna’s life.

“It’s a distressing time, so hard to 
wrap our minds around it,” Fr. Nett 
said. “The service was a testimony 
to how we cherish life in the Church, 
how precious life is.”

He said it was a time of “necessary 
grieving” but also a time of hope.

“Spirits were lifted because people 
came together to pray, to express 
care and concern. It was really 
encouraging to see that many 
people come out and show such an 
outpouring of support,” he said.

Fr. Nett was scheduled to be on 
vacation that weekend, but when he 
heard about Alayna’s disappearance 
and, later, her death, he quickly 
changed his plans and headed back 
to the parish in Eden Valley, where 
he met with Fr. Robert Rolfes, vicar 
general of the St. Cloud diocese, 
who was covering the Saturday 
evening Mass there.

Fr. Rolfes served in the Eden 
Valley and Watkins parishes for 
nine months while they awaited 
the assignment of a new priest, so 
he knew Alayna’s family – parents 
Kayla and Matt Ertl and their son, 
Carter, who celebrated his fi rst 
Communion with Fr. Rolfes this 
spring.

Fr. Rolfes also knew Kayla and her 
parents from the 11 years he served 
in Rockville, where they are from 
originally.

Around 9 p.m. on Aug. 20, Fr. Nett 
arrived at the parish in Eden Valley 
and he and Fr. Rolfes headed to the 
Ertl home just across the street from 
the church in Watkins. As Fr. Nett 
drove, he began to pray a chaplet 
and part of the Rosary, asking Mary 
for help in preparation for what he 
knew would be a diffi  cult encounter.

At the Ertl home, the two priests 
met with Kayla and Matt and then 
gathered to pray with them on their 
front lawn with others who also 
came to off er support.

“There are so many things we don’t 
know in times of tragedy that can 
be confusing and very hard, but in 
prayer we can reach out for God’s 
mercy and comfort,” Fr. Nett said. “I 
think it’s important that, in all times, 
we turn our hearts to God.”

“The family has kept very close to 

the Church through all of this,” 
Fr. Rolfes added. “Even though it 
is such a tragedy, some might ask, 
‘Why is God doing this to me?’ and 
simply turn their back on God. I 
have not seen that happening at all in 
this case. They are really embracing 
the Church and their faith.”

Fr. Rolfes noted the dedication Fr. 
Nett has shown to a community he 
has only served since July 1. Just 
days after he arrived there, a tornado 
ravaged the town causing major 
destruction to homes and businesses. 
Fr. Nett pitched in to help with 
clean-up eff orts as well as to pray 
with nursing home residents and 
others who had suff ered from the 
storm, Fr. Rolfes said.

“That’s what being a pastor is, to 
be willing to stand with them in the 
midst of their diffi  culties and their 
joys,” Fr. Rolfes said. “As Pope 
Francis says, you have to be willing 
to get in there with your sheep. You 
don’t sit back and wait for people to 
come to you. That’s not where we 
are at anymore. We have to go out to 
them.”

Over the nine months he served 
there, Fr. Rolfes often preached 
about God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
In the wake of what happened, he 
said it’s a message that’s going to 
take a long time to put into practice. 
But there are other immediate things 
people can do to help.

“We can respond in many ways 
when a tragedy strikes,” Fr. Rolfes 
said. “We can respond through 
prayer. As Christian stewards, we 
can contribute to the fund that has 
been established for the family. Even 
if we may not know them, we can 
send them a card or a note. They will 
feel the strength of the community 
through our prayers, our words 
of encouragement and fi nancial 
donations.”

Alayna’s funeral was held on 
Aug. 26 at St. Anthony. A letter 
of condolence to the family from 
Bishop John M. LeVoir of the 
Diocese of New Ulm was read at the 
Mass.

Editor’s note: A GoFundMe account 
has been set up to help the family. 
For more information, visit https://
www.gofundme.com/alaynajeanne.

A grief counselor from Catholic 
Charities of the Diocese of New 
Ulm ws present at the Aug. 23 vigil. 
Call 866-670-5163 for counseling 
services.

Ertl family stays faithful
in the midst of tragedy
(Continued from page 1)
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Pilgrims also attend Masses and 
catechetical sessions with diocesan 
bishops. Shows, music, other 
opportunities for prayer, and the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation are 
also off ered during the week. This 
year’s event ran July 26-31.

Poignant witness
One young person gave a strong 
personal testimony of hope in the 
midst of despair to Pope Francis 
and those gathered for the Vigil of 
Prayer on July 30 at the Field of 
Mercy near Krakow.

Rand Mittri, 26, who traveled from 
war-torn Syria, told the crowd, 
“Every day we live surrounded 
by suff ering, by death. It is hard 
and painful knowing that you are 
constantly surrounded by violence 
and bloodshed, and worse, there is 
no escape, no one to help.”

A resident of Aleppo, Mittri has 
seen her city all but destroyed in 
the brutal fi ve-year Syrian civil 
confl ict that has claimed the lives 
of 400,000 people. Each day she 
goes to work, she said, she knows 
that she might be killed or that her 
family might not be home when 
she returns.

Still, her message contained a ray 
of hope: “Through my meager life 
experience, I have learned that 
my faith in Christ supersedes the 
circumstances of life. This truth 
is not conditioned on living a life 
of peace that is free of hardship. 
More and more, I believe that God 
exists despite all of our pain,” she 
said.

At the vigil, Pope Francis 
denounced fi ghting “hatred 
with more hatred, violence with 
more violence, terror with more 
terror.” Instead our response 
should be fraternity, brotherhood, 
communion, and family, he said.

United in Christ
Kennedy Pelzel, a member of 
St Andrew’s in Fairfax and a 
sophomore in college, experienced 
that fraternity during the opening 
Mass at the sign of peace. 

“It was so amazing to see 
every country and every person 
come together giving hugs and 
handshakes …. I just cannot get 

over how in today’s world where 
we are so torn, that people from 
all over the world set aside their 
diff erences and show peace under 
one common belief,” she said.

“I think the most memorable 
moment for me occurred during 
one of the outdoor Masses while 
reciting of the Our Father,” said 
Kelly Timmerman from the 
Church of St. Leo in St. Leo and a 
senior in college.

“I looked at all of the people 
around me joining hands. I 
recognized that truly we are one 
body united in Christ and in the 
Eucharist …. What a blessing to 
be a partaker in the same Body 
of Christ no matter where we are 
from in the world,” she said.

Pope Francis told the youth at 
the Saturday night vigil that 
“the times we live in do not call 
for young ‘couch potatoes’ but 
for young people with shoes, or 
better, boots laced.” He said there 
is no room for “benchwarmers.” 
He encouraged the young 
people to teach adults how to 
live in diversity, in dialogue, to 
experience multiculturalism not as 
a threat but an opportunity.”

The pope talked about how 
“situations seem distant until in 
some way we touch them. We 
don’t appreciate certain things 
because we only see them on 
the screen of a cell phone or a 
computer. But when we come into 
contact with life, with people’s 
lives, not just images on a screen, 
something powerful happens. We 
feel the need to get involved.”

Challenge of technology
Matthew Larsen, a junior in 
high school and a member of St. 
Michael’s in Morgan, said he 
really liked the comments made by 
Pope Francis on how technology 
can interfere with relationships. 
With technological benefi ts comes 
a downside: our human interaction 
suff ers.

“He is right that we do not get to 
enjoy the human interactions with 
each other when we are always on 
our devices,” Larsen said. “I do 
not think that relationships become 
as strong.”

“While we can’t just get rid of 

technology, I agree that we need to 
rely on it less than our generation 
does now,” he said. “Just like 
the pope said, we need to feel 
the joy and pain that comes with 
human interaction, and I think 
our generation has to start doing a 
better job of that.”

Changing the world
Pope Francis openly called for 
young people to change the world. 
Those words could easily be 
viewed as cliché, but not when 
spoken in Krakow, Poland, said 
Fr. Paul Timmerman, pastor of the 
parishes in the Holy Family Area 
Faith Community (St. Andrew in 
Granite Falls, St. Clara in Clara 
City, St. James in Dawson, and St. 
Joseph in Montevideo).

“When you are in Poland where 
the Solidarity Movement did 
change the world and where 
communism fell – it struck me that 
we are called to change the world 
and we can,” he said.

Fr. Timmerman said that the 
Solidarity Movement was inspired 
by the Polish people’s desire for 
freedom to follow God and by St. 
John Paul II’s leadership in the 
Catholic faith. 

Solidarity was founded in 1980. 
It was the fi rst trade union not 
controlled by a communist party 
in a Warsaw Pact country. The 
independent, self-governing trade 
union constituted a third of the 
total working-age population of 
Poland and used methods of civil 
resistance to advance the causes 
of workers’ rights and social 
change, according to the New 
World Encyclopedia. The ordinary 
working class peacefully brought 
about that change.

This 31st annual World Youth Day 
coincided with the Extraordinary 
Jubilee of Mercy that Pope Francis 
has called to extend mercy, 
forgiveness, and reconciliation to 
all people.

The next World Youth Day – after 
the two that will be held on the 
diocesan level – is scheduled for 
2019 in Panama.

Editor’s note: Debra Skelley 
Blaschko writes from North 
Mankato.

(Continued from page 3)

Pope Francis exhorts youth to get 
involved in World Youth Day message
(Continued from page 1)

New plan sets forth
specifi c goals for schools

to spread the Gospel of Christ.

Similarly, the second “Pastoral 
Plan for Catholic Schools” 
encourages the ordained and lay 
faithful to plan for a school’s 
future with prayer and honesty.

Spreading the Gospel
The second schools plan begins 
by highlighting the vital role 
schools play in spreading the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. “Catholic 
schools are instruments of grace, 
sacred places where the Gospel 
comes alive daily – and where 
children and families encounter 
(and, not infrequently, re-engage) 
the faith,” the plan states, 
quoting the USCCB document 
“Renewing Christian Witness: 
Refl ections on Catholic Schools 
as Instruments of the New 
Evangelization” (p. 10).

“By reason of its educational 
activity, Catholic schools 
participate directly and 
in a privileged way in the 
evangelizing mission of the 
Church,” the plan later states (p. 
13).

Collaboration key for future
Next, the plan highlights several 
considerations all Catholic 
schools should consider in 
their planning eff orts. These 
considerations, found in the 
plan’s second section, include the 
following:

– Catholic schools should 
consider a number of factors 
when assessing their viability. 
Not only does a school need to 
be accredited by the Minnesota 
Nonpublic School Accrediting 
Association (p. 15), but it also 
should have sound fi nances (p. 
16) and adequate staffi  ng (p. 17).
 
– More and more, Catholic 
schools need to collaborate 
with one another in order to 
provide high-quality, faith-fi lled 
education to their students. This 
may mean forming school-to-
school partnerships within an 
area faith community or outside 
of one (p. 16).

– Catholic schools need to 
look to local stakeholders for 
assistance in charting a school’s 
future.  At the same time, they 
can (and should) look to the 
diocesan Offi  ce of Catholic 

Schools for guidance and support 
(p. 18).

Specifi c goals for schools
After presenting these 
considerations, the plan provides 
specifi c goals for Catholic 
schools. These goals are grouped 
into four categories, which were 
taken from the 2012 National 
Standards and Benchmarks for 
Eff ective Catholic Elementary 
and Secondary Schools: (1) 
Catholic identity, mission, and 
evangelization; (2) governance 
and leadership; (3) academic 
excellence; and (4) operational 
vitality.

Bauer said the plan’s emphasis 
on transparent conversations 
with school stakeholders – a fact 
that is stressed in the chapter on 
operational vitality – is extremely 
important. “It is essential that 
we work together to recognize 
and address the ever-changing 
demographics of the schools in 
the diocese,” she said.

She also found the section 
on academic excellence to be 
extremely helpful. “It provides 
suggestions on how to explore 
new and innovative instructional 
models for our schools,” she said.

Readers will note that the plan 
doesn’t contain a list of schools 
that should consolidate, nor 
does it provide an index that 
ranks how well each school is 
doing. That was intentional. 
Instead, communities should use 
the plan to have honest, open 
conversations about the future of 
their schools (see page 15).

Cross hopes the plan will help 
Catholic schools in the diocese 
remain viable and excellent for 
generations to come. “There is 
always hope,” she said. “As long 
as a signifi cant number of parents 
desire to choose a Catholic 
education for their children, there 
is hope.”

Editor’s note: The 2016 
“Pastoral Plan for Catholic 
Schools,” as well as the surveys 
compiled for writing the plan, 
are currently available at https://
www.dnu.org/news-and-events/. 

Sam Patet writes from Roseville, 
Minn.



special report

by Dan Rossini
The Prairie Catholic

In some ways, June 26 was a Sunday 
like any other.

A cool night gave way to bright 
sunshine as the summer’s heat 
built up steadily throughout the 
morning on the Minnesota prairie. 
Parishioners at the Churches of St. 
Bridget in De Graff  and St. Malachy 
in Clontarf gathered to praise 
and worship the Lord as they had 
faithfully done for the last 140 years.

Yet this Sunday was diff erent. 
Bishop John M. LeVoir of the 
Diocese of New Ulm came to 
celebrate Mass with them. And the 
occasion was even more unusual: 
This Sunday was the last time 
weekend Masses were to be held in 
each parish.

“I feel it’s important for the bishop 
to be with you and to go through 

the process with you together,” the 
bishop told over 100 people who 
came to St. Bridget’s 8 a.m. Mass. 
“It would have been much easier for 
me today to ask Father Jeremy to 
have the Mass and not to come. But 
I want to, I want to be here with you, 
and I want to go through this with 
you. And that’s why I’m here.”

Bishop LeVoir pointed to the 
demographics of the 
diocese as the reason 
for the changes.

“I wish the 
demographics in 
our diocese were 
diff erent,” he said to 
another 140 people 
during his homily 
at St. Malachy’s 10:30 a.m. Mass, 
echoing his message at St. Bridget. 
“I wish that there were more priests. 
I wish there were more people 
coming to Mass on the weekend, but 
it’s not the case. So we need to right-

size things. I have hope that things 
will work out and that Jesus will see 
us through the diffi  cult times.” 

“I’m here with you and we’ll do the 
best that we can,” he added.

Need for change
Bishop LeVoir made the decision 
to discontinue weekend Masses 
at the two parishes after extensive 

consultations with the diocesan 
Committee on Parishes, priests, and 
members of the parishes themselves. 
St. Malachy and St. Bridget had 
been alternating Sunday Masses.

What led to the bishop’s decision 
was the July 2016 retirement of Fr. 
Bill Sprigler, who had been serving 
as the parochial administrator of the 
Church of St. John in Appleton. In 
2015 St. John became part of the 
St. Isidore the Farmer Area Faith 
Community, which includes not only 
St. Bridget and St. Malachy, but also 
St. Francis in Benson, Sacred Heart 
in Murdock, and the Oratory of the 
Visitation in Danvers.

The change allows a single priest, 
Fr. Jeremy Kucera, to pastor all the 
parishes in the AFC. In addition to 

any weddings or funerals that he 
may have, Fr. Kucera is now able to 
continue celebrating four Masses on 
the weekend: one at St. John, one at 
Sacred Heart, and two at St. Francis.

St. John was integrated into the St. 
Isidore AFC upon the reassignment 
of parishes in the Prince of Peace 
Area Faith Community in the 
diocese’s Region IV. The priests 

of that region 
had proposed the 
reduction of AFCs 
to the Committee on 
Parishes as a way to 
reduce by one the 
number of priests 
serving in the region. 
Priests throughout the 
diocese are asked to 

formulate such proposals in regional 
meetings as part of the ongoing 
implementation of the “Fourth Plan 
for Parishes.”

Parish planning meetings
Concurrent with discussions at the 
diocesan level, talks also occurred 
in the parishes. Fr. Sprigler, then-
pastor of the parishes in the St. 
Isidore AFC, initiated planning talks 
with parishioners at St. Malachy 
and St. Bridget shortly after the 
promulgation of the Fourth Plan in 
2013.
Tom Keaveny, director of Pastoral 
Planning for the Diocese of New 
Ulm, joined these meetings in early 
2014. “We recognized each parish 
had a population of less than 200 
and fewer than 100 households and 
that each parish had only one infant 

baptism in 2012-2013,” he said, 
recalling the discussions.

“There was considerable discussion 
regarding dwindling fi nances and 
maintenance of the churches.  We 
discussed the proximity of these 
parishes to the larger parishes in 
Murdock and Benson and the fact 
that weekend Masses had fewer than 
100 participants,” he said.

Bishop LeVoir met with parishioners 
at a meeting in April of 2014 to talk 
about the future of their parishes 
and the lack of priests in the area 
to serve them. He met with them 
again in March 2016 to go over his 
decision and its implications. By all 
accounts, parishioners appreciated 
his involvement.

Margie Tolles is a member of St. 
Malachy and the secretary for the 
St. Isidore AFC. She  thought the 
meetings with the bishop were “a 
good opportunity for parishioners 
to speak their mind.” “If they had 
questions or concerns they could 
ask them to Bishop directly, and I 
thought that was a great opportunity 
and wonderful that he was able to 
do that,” she said.

Storied histories
Both Clontarf and De Graff  are 
railroad towns, established under the 
patronage of Bishop John Ireland of 
St. Paul. Seeing the need to improve 
the plight of poor immigrant 
Catholics, Bishop Ireland formed 
the Catholic Colonization Bureau 
in 1876 to act as an agent of the St. 
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Clontarf, De Graff parishes celebrate last Sunday Masses

“I wish that there were more priests. I wish there 
were more people coming to Mass on the weekend, 
but it’s not the case. So we need to right-size things. 
I have hope that things will work out and that Jesus 
will see us through the diffi cult times.” 
                                            – Bishop LeVoir

St. Bridget, De Graff
Members of the Church of St. Bridget in De Graff pose for a photo inside the church with Bishop John M. 
LeVoir and their pastor Father Jeremy Kucera after their 8 a.m. Mass on June 26.                                                                                             

Mary Collins, 92, and Elizabeth Nelson, one month, were the 
oldest and youngest members of St. Bridget present at their last 
Sunday Mass on June 26. Elizabeth is being held by her mother 
Bethany.

Bishop LeVoir celebrates the Liturgy of the Eucharist with Father 
Jeremy Kucera, pastor of the parishes in the St. Isidore the Farmer 
Area Faith Community, at St. Bridget’s 8 a.m. Mass on June 26. 
In his homily, the bishop told parishioners that he wanted to be 
there “to pray with you and to ask Our Lord’s guidance” during 
this diffi cult time.

St. Malachy, Clontarf
Members of the Church of St. Malachy in Clontarf pose for a photo outside the church with Bishop 
John M. LeVoir and their pastor Father Jeremy Kucera after their 10:30 a.m. Mass on June 26. 

Rita Hanko Erdmann, 99, and Clara Marie Klucas, one month, were 
the oldest and youngest members of St. Malachy present at the 
parish’s last Sunday Mass on June 26. Clara Marie is being held by 
her mother Amanda. 

    (Photos by Krista Hartman)

Paul and Pacifi c Railroad to sell off  
117,000 acres of railroad land grants 
in Swift County.

The bishop’s plan was to attract poor 
Irish immigrant families from eastern 
cities to join Norwegian and French 
Canadian settlers on the fertile prairie 
of Minnesota. There they would 
enjoy aff ordable land, a Catholic 
Church with a resident priest, and a 
community of Irish Americans. They 
would also be free of the immigrant 
bias that hindered their new life in 
America. 

De Graff  was the fi rst settlement 
in Bishop Ireland’s colonization 
eff orts. Originally called Our Lady 
of Kildare, St. Bridget was formed 
as a faith community in 1876. Mass 
was celebrated in parishioners’ homes 
until a wooden church was erected a 
year later. The current building, a red 
brick structure with an impressive 
three-and-a-half-story bell tower, 
was dedicated in 1901. The church is 
on the National Register of Historic 
Places.

According to St. Malachy’s 
centennial history book, the Catholic 
Colonization Bureau selected 
Clontarf as its second immigrant 
colony in 1876. The fi rst church was 
constructed in the fall of 1877. The 
present-day St. Malachy Church, a 
white wooden building, was built in 
1896.

St. Malachy was a mission church of 
St. Bridget when its fi rst pastor, Fr. 
Anatole Oster, was assigned in 1878. 
Parish membership had blossomed 

to over 500 people when it became 
a parish in its own right in 1880. 
Sacred Heart was also a mission 
of St. Bridget, with its fi rst Mass 
celebrated in 1879 and fi rst church 
erected in 1894.

In turn, St. Malachy was the mother 
parish of the missions of St. Francis, 
the Church of the Visitation, and St. 
Agnes in Hegbert before each became 
parishes in their own right. St. Agnes 
merged with St. John in Appleton in 
1976 and Visitation was designated 
an oratory in 2006.

In 1978, St. Bridget joined with St. 
Francis and Visitation to form the 
Catholic Area Parishes – a precursor 
to today’s area faith communities. St. 
Malachy joined the group in 1980, 
and Sacred Heart was added in 1988. 
The group became the St. Isidore the 
Farmer Area Faith Community in 
2010.

Pastoral approach
Fr. Kucera, who has been intimately 
involved in planning discussions 
for the two parishes since becoming 
pastor of the parishes in the St. 
Isidore AFC in July 2014, has 
emphasized a pastoral approach 
in trying to help his parishioners 
grow closer to Christ in the midst of 
diffi  culty.

In the months leading up to the June 
26 Masses, he used his homilies to 
help his fl ock deal with the change. 
In one homily, he encouraged 
parishioners “to look back and 
remember that Jesus came to us to 

give us life and how we now need to 
go to him to continue to receive the 
gift he has given us in the Eucharist.”

In another, he reminded them that 
the Catholic Church is “where our 
lives fi nd a home and place to belong 
anywhere in the world, not just in our 
local parish only.” He stressed that 
their faith can be nurtured anywhere 
Christ and his sacraments are found, 
and that does not end if their local 
parish no longer has Sunday Mass.

Fr. Kucera added that it was also 
important “just walking with people 
and helping them to tap into their 
grieving and acknowledging the good 
of what has happened in the past and 
how that needed to be respected and 
remembered with gratitude to God.”

Fr. Kucera’s guidance and support 
paid off . On June 26, parishioners 
could commemorate the rich histories 
of their churches without being too 
saddened by the current situation.

“We weren’t in a celebratory mood,” 
said Charlotte Rosemeier, a St. 
Bridget parishioner who also serves 
as fi nancial secretary for the AFC.  
“I don’t think there were as many 
people there as they hoped. But I 
think it also indicates where we’re at. 
That’s the reality. There just aren’t a 
lot of people….”

“I felt like it was everything it 
needed to be,” she added, refl ecting 
on the occasion. “It wasn’t exciting 
and great, but I didn’t walk away 
depressed or sad about it either.”

 Catholic Charities Counseling Services
                                  off ered in

 H , M , N  U ,  W
Providing: Individual, Marriage, and Family 
Counseling; Pregnancy Counseling, Adoption, Project 
Rachel, and Respect Life Resources; Parish and 
Community Response; Transition and Grief Services. 
Referred Services include: Immigration, Financial 
Counseling, and Guardianship Resources.

Call toll-free 866-670-5163, e-mail pkral@dnu.org
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special report

Parishes of Kandiyohi, Lake Lillian mark new beginnings at closing Masses

St. Patrick, Kandiyohi
Members of the Church of St. Patrick in Kandiyohi gather for a photo in front of the altar with Bishop LeVoir after their Saturday evening Mass on Aug. 27. 

(Photos by Mary Nordstrom)

by Kevin Johnson
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

KANDIYOHI and LAKE 
LILLIAN – The processions 
ending the Masses at the Church 
of St. Patrick in Kandiyohi and 
the Church of St. Thomas More in 
Lake Lillian the last weekend in 
August were historic.

At St. Patrick, parishioners 
carried out a statue of St. Patrick, 
holy water fonts, and the large 
sanctuary crucifi x. At St. Thomas 
More, they processed out with 
statues of St. Thomas More and 
St. Isidore the Farmer, a chalice, 
and Communion cups.

These liturgical items bore special 
signifi cance for attendees. They 
were being removed from the two 
churches so that they could be 
brought to the churches that the 
members of the two parishes had 
decided to join. They would be 
part of the processions to begin 
Mass the following week at their 
new parish homes.

The rituals, then, symbolized both 
an ending and a new beginning. 
For Saturday, Aug. 27 marked the 
closing Mass of the Church of 
St. Patrick, and Sunday, Aug. 28 
was the fi nal Mass at the Church 
of St. Thomas More. Bishop 
John M. LeVoir of the Diocese of 
New Ulm came to celebrate each 
liturgy.

He was joined by Father Steve 
Verhelst, pastor of the parishes 

Pam and Mike Cain hold the crucifi x that they have just removed 
from the back of the sanctuary at the end of St. Patrick’s closing 
Mass. After being carried out in the procession, the crucifi x was 
installed at the Church of St. Mary in Willmar the following week 
to represent those families transferring there. 

Monica Hartung holds Jamison Olson, 8 months, as they pose 
for a photo with Bishop LeVoir after St. Patrick’s fi nal Mass. 
Hartung and Olson were the oldest and youngest parishioners in 
attendance.

(Continued on page 9)

in the Jesus Our Living Water 
Area Faith Community, which 
includes not only St. Patrick and 
St. Thomas More, but also Our 
Lady of the Lakes in Spicer and 
the Church of St. Mary in Willmar. 
Father Jerry Paulson, the senior 
associate pastor in the AFC, also 
concelebrated.

“I wanted to be here with you. I 
needed to be with you,” Bishop 
John LeVoir told the faithful at 
the beginning of each Mass. “It is 
good for us to be together.”

When a bishop comes, he said, 
“sometimes they’re happy, joyful 

occasions. Sometimes there are 
sad ones. Today is one of those 
sad occasions. It’s very diffi  cult to 
close a parish. It’s like a death and 
something none of us wants to see 
happen. But, as Pope Francis tells 
us, ‘Even in the midst of sadness 
and sorrow and loss, there is 
always hope in Jesus Christ’.”

Why close?
In January of 2016, the diocese 
distributed a letter, “Planning for 
Our Future: Implementing the 
Fourth Plan for Parishes,” written 
by Bishop LeVoir. It appeared 
as an insert in church bulletins 
throughout the diocese.

In it, the bishop noted substantial 
declines in the overall number of 
Catholics, priests, and parishes 
since the diocese was founded in 
1957. He cited a projection in the 
“Fourth Plan” of just 27 active 
priests ages 70 and under by 2021, 
compared with 98 in 1957. 

To Bishop LeVoir, the data 
demonstrated the need for parish 
mergers. He concluded: “It is not 
possible to continue operating as 
we have been.”

Discussions about fewer Masses 
and the merging of parishes 
intensifi ed at meetings throughout 

the diocese after the bishop’s letter 
was released.

St. Patrick and St. Thomas More 
members met in March with 
Bishop LeVoir, Fr. Verhelst, and 
Fr. Paulson. The bishop explained 
merger and closure options and 
answered questions. 

A key consideration in the 
discussion was that without 
regular weekend Masses, reduced 
attendance likely would make it 
fi nancially impossible to continue 
to maintain the church buildings. 



The Prairie Catholic                   Page 9                  September  2016                       

special report

St. Thomas Moore, Lake Lillian
Members of the Church of St. Thomas More in Lake Lillian pose for a photo in the sanctuary of their church with Bishop LeVoir after their 8 a.m. Mass on Aug. 28. 

Doris Huebsch holds Clinton Schmoll, 18 months, in a photo 
with Bishop LeVoir after St. Thomas More’s last Mass on Aug. 28. 
Huebsch and Schmoll were the oldest and youngest members of 
the parish.

(Photos by Mary Nordstrom)

Some parishioners had already 
begun attending Mass in 
neighboring parishes.

The parishes met again separately 
in April with Fr. Verhelst and Fr. 
Paulson for more discussion. Each 
parish reached a consensus to 
recommend closure to the bishop.

Diff erent experiences
St. Patrick and St. Thomas More 
could have merged with another 
parish and kept their churches 
open without weekend liturgies, 
but opted for closure.

Tom Keaveny, director of Pastoral 
Planning for the diocese, said 
small parishes in other AFCs are 
looking at other options unique to 
their situations. “Every parish and 
area faith community is diff erent,” 
he said.

Bishop LeVoir has held meetings 
involving 15 parishes in the 
past year, Keaveny said. Each 
is evaluating their situation 
with respect to their numbers of 
parishioners, fi nances, and other 
staff  resources, and the availability 
of priests. The bishop emphasizes 
that the pastors are leading this 
process, he said.

As pastor of its parishes, Father 
Verhelst has guided planning 
discussions in the Jesus Our 
Living Water AFC. “We can no 
longer simply draw our identity 
from our particular parish. But 
identity is still critical,” he said. 
That’s why he has been working 

hard to build an identity for the 
AFC. 

“Relationships are the key,” he 
explained. “Parish identity is 
important and expressed in stories. 
St. Thomas has a reputation 
for volunteerism. And St. 
Patrick’s values a sense of strong 
community and making sure 
everyone’s voice is heard.”

Creating a new identity for the 
AFC requires cultivating those 
values in the entire group. 
“We need new relationships to 
accomplish that,” he said.

Thoughts at St. Thomas More
As one would expect, parishioners 
said the closings were very 
diffi  cult, echoing Bishop LeVoir’s 
comments that likened them to the 
death of a loved one.

“It fi nally hit me as I locked the 
doors on Sunday,” St. Thomas 
More trustee Mary Jo Schmoll 
said. “I’ll miss the people, not 
merely the building.”

This was her husband Brad’s home 
parish. Their grandson Clint’s 
baptism in January was the last at 
St. Thomas More, and an aunt was 
the oldest parishioner. Her mother 
was married there, as were Mary 
Jo and Brad.

“Fr. Steve did a wonderful 
job helping us all prepare and 
celebrating the Mass,” she said. 

Jim Whitman, also a trustee, 
was disappointed that the church 
closed. He had preferred merging 
but keeping the church open. “It 

was like a little family,” he said. 
“My grandparents, Clem and May 
Huebsch, helped start the church.” 

The decision felt hurried to Jim. 
“We had the meeting, and what 
was it: merge or close? There was 
nothing we could do. More wanted 
to close.”

“I was delighted to visit with 
many who came back for the fi nal 
Mass,” said Ed Turk. He and his 
wife Gloria, who traveled from 
Hayward, Wis., were long-time 
members of St. Thomas More and 
volunteered for many things.

Refl ections on St. Patrick
Bev Egge confi ded, “It’s really 
hard.” She moved to Kandiyohi 
with her husband from Murdock in 
1967. She remembers not knowing 
anyone at St. Patrick. Eventually 
her fi ve sons were all baptized 
there, as were 13 grandchildren.

“My husband died 17 years ago. 
It’s nice to belong to a parish 
family that is so supportive,” 
she said, echoing Fr. Verhelst’s 
emphasis on relationships.

Egge has joined St. Mary’s in 
Willmar. She recalled coming to 
St. Patrick and having to get past 
the feeling of not quite fi tting in. 
“It will take some time” for the 
new adjustment, she said.

She reminds herself, “It’s not the 
end and it’s alright to feel bad 
and grieve about it. But you have 
to look ahead too. It’s in another 
building, but it’s still Church and 
I’m going for a purpose, not only 
to see my friends.”

Representing those 
families joining the 
Church of St. John 
in Hector, Lyle and 
Pam Lundstrum 
hold the chalice and 
Communion cups 
to be carried out in 
procession at the 
end of the closing 
Mass at St. Thomas 
More. As the worship 
aid explained, these 
sacred vessels and the 
other liturgical items 
transferred to other 
churches “represent 
what is most basic 
and fundamental to 
our faith and what 
we need as we are 
sent to ‘go and make 
disciples,’ the living 
presence of Jesus 
Christ to one another.”

(Continued from page 8)
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by Deacon Mike McKeown

All of us experience wounds 
in our life as a result of other 
people’s selfi shness. We are all 
called by Jesus to forgive from 
our heart.

Hanging on to anger, bitterness, 
and resentment from past hurts 
often leads to many problems 
in our life: depression, anxiety, 
loneliness, and the inability to 
love, to name just a few.

Forgiving those who hurt us 
is one of the hardest acts to 
perform; and yet Jesus calls us 
to forgive others as generously 
as he forgives us. Many people 
purposely choose not to forgive; 
but, for others, the desire to 
forgive is always present, and yet 
healing seems elusive.

It’s important not to become 
discouraged when we want to 
forgive but feel we aren’t able. 
As diffi  cult as it can be to forgive 
someone who has wounded us, 
it’s never impossible with God’s 
grace. When we fi nd ourselves 
struggling to forgive from our 
heart, there are some helpful 
things we can remember.

Forgiveness is a gift. It’s easy to 
fall into the temptation that we 
have to do it on our own. When 
we lack mercy and forgiveness, 
we need to look to Jesus, the 
source of mercy, and ask him to 
allow the Holy Spirit to minister 
this gift to us. 

Forgiveness is a process. 
Forgiveness can take time. We 
need to have patience with the 
healing process. We might feel 
that we have done our best to 
forgive someone only to have 
past resentments and anger 
resurface later. In those cases, 
we can forgive again. God 
doesn’t condemn us when we 
feel the pain of a past hurt and 
he is pleased when we desire to 
forgive again. Healing an inner 
wound takes time and Jesus is 
there to accompany us on our 
journey to wholeness. 

Forgiveness can 
happen even when 
the other person isn’t 
sorry. When we’re 
hurt by someone, we 
might think, “If they 
would just say they 
are sorry, I could 
forgive and move 
on.” And yet, God 

calls us to forgive even when 
no apology is given. By inviting 
God’s grace into our wounds, we 
can begin the process of letting 
go of our resentments, anger, 
bitterness, and hatred. 

In our struggle to forgive, there 
are many practical things that we 
can do to bring healing. 

Forgive the person – out loud. 
We don’t need to be in the other 
person’s presence to forgive. 
A simple prayer such as “In 
the name of Jesus, I forgive 
(name the person) for (name the 
off ense).” Speaking the words 
of forgiveness aloud can have a 
powerful eff ect on our heart.

Pray for those who have hurt you 
and ask God to bless them. As 
hard as it may be at fi rst, taking 
time to pray for the person who 
hurt us can be a strong source 
of healing. When we ask God to 
bless them, we are showing our 
desire to love as Jesus loved.

Seek help when you’re feeling 
stuck. There are many resources 
to assist us on our journey to 
forgiveness. Going often to the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation is 
a powerful source of healing 
when we are feeling unable to 
forgive. Sharing our hurt with 
an understanding friend or a 
Christian counselor can often 
help us to keep our feelings 
in the proper perspective. 
Healing ministries such as 
Unbound Ministry off ered by 
the Diocese of New Ulm can 
also be a powerful opportunity 
to experience the freedom we 
long for. 

In our journey to forgiveness, we 
are never alone. Trusting in the 
God of love and mercy will lead 
us to the healing and freedom 
that we desire.

For further information about the 
Diocese of New Ulm’s Unbound 
Ministry, call 507-233-5310; 
e-mail mckeown@dnu.org.

Editor’s note: Deacon 
Mike McKeown is 
director of Development 
and Healing Ministry for 
the Diocese of New Ulm.

‘Lord, help me to forgive’

by Ronda Mathiowetz
DCCW President

One of Pope Francis’ weekly 
refl ections for the Year of Mercy 
says: “Being Christian isn’t easy 
and we cannot become Christian 
with our own strength; we need 
the grace of God. There is a prayer 
which should be said every day: 
‘Lord, grant me the grace to 
become a good Christian, because 
I cannot do it alone.’” 

Following the prayer from Pope 
Francis, ‘I cannot do it alone,’ our 
region boards of the Council of 
Catholic Women are hosting fall 
gatherings to support, empower, 
and educate members, focusing on 
the Year of Mercy.

Please join us at our gatherings as 

we support each other through the 
celebration of Mass, followed by 
food, fellowship, and a speaker. In 
each region, registration begins at 
5:30 p.m., Mass is at 6 p.m., the 

meal follows at 6:45 p.m., and the 
presentation starts at 7:30 p.m.

To attend, contact your parish or 
region CCW president to register.

Becoming better Christians focus of fall 
Council of Catholic Women gatherings

Region 1
Thursday, Sept. 15
St. Gregory, Lafayette
Presentation: New Ulm Medical 
Center Hospice
Theme: Hospice: An Act of Mercy
Beth Zabel, president
507-359-5101

Region 2
Tuesday Sept. 27
St Raphael, Springfi eld
Presentation: Sue Thayer, former 
manager for Planned Parenthood
Theme: The Power of One
Julie Kramer, president
507-762-3488

Region 3
Monday, Sept. 26
Holy Redeemer, Marshall
Presentation: Heartland Girls Ranch 
Theme: Healing Broken Hearts with 
Prayer and Mercy
Jane Steff es, president
507-694-1476

Region 4
Tuesday, Oct. 4
St Michael, Madison
Presentation: John Verly, cancer 
survivor
Theme: I Was Loved So That I May 
Share Love
Judy Hoff er, president
320-264-5228

Region 5
Monday, Sept. 19
Holy Redeemer, Renville
Presentation: Heartland Girls Ranch 
Theme: Healing Broken Hearts with 
Prayer and Mercy
Donna Hanlon, president
507-557-2441

Region 6
Thursday, Sept. 22
St Pius X, Glencoe
Presentation: Kathy Langer, director 
of Social Concerns, Catholic 
Charities of St. Cloud
Theme: Mercy in a World of Fear
Lori Dahlberg, president
320-587-3581

2016 Fall Gatherings

by Ann Miesen
Service Commission Coordinator
 
As the coordinator of the Service 
Commission for the Council of 
Catholic Women of the Diocese of 
New Ulm, I have seen countless 
acts of service and have heard 
about a large variety of successful 
service projects. I witness 
fi rsthand what loyal servants 
women are in their parishes. I 
am proud to be a member of the 
CCW and to be surrounded by 
such strong women of faith and 
dedicated servants.

Why do we serve? Is it to be 
recognized? Is it so others notice 
our eff orts? The important 
distinction in serving is the reason 
we serve. We should be serving to 
show agape love (Christian love, 
charity) to others because that is 
how Christ loves us.

In his fi rst letter, St. Peter says, 
“As each one has received a gift, 
use it to serve one another as good 
stewards of God’s varied grace. 

Whoever preaches, let it be with 
the words of God; whoever serves, 
let it be with the strength that God 
supplies” (4:10-11).

God has given each of us special 
abilities. Be sure to use them to 
assist one another in passing on 
God’s various blessings. Peter 
makes it clear that we have 
received gifts from God for two 
purposes: to serve others and to 
bring praise to God.

Serving isn’t about receiving 
attention and accepting glory 
ourselves; it is about directing all 
glory to God. It’s only reasonable 
we serve the God who has 
provided the greatest service of all 
– salvation from sin and self – and 
has off ered eternal life with him in 
heaven.

Genuine service can’t be separated 
from love. In 1 Corinthians 13, 
St. Paul makes it clear that unless 
our service is rooted in love, it is 
meaningless. See especially verse 
3: “If I g ive away everything I 

own, and if I hand my body over 
so that I may boast but do not have 
love, I gain nothing.”

For the upcoming year, the DCCW 
has chosen as their service project 
the Heartland Girls Ranch located 
just outside of Benson with love. 
They provide strength-based, 
trauma-informed services and 
therapeutic equine programing for 
girls who have been neglected and 
abused.

Their safe and supportive 
environment helps to empower 
girls to experience success and 
gain confi dence for the future. 
Many of the girls served by 
Heartland have experienced 
trauma, including physical, 
sexual, and commercial sexual 
exploitation/traffi  cking.

If you would like to share your 
love through service, contact your 
CCW parish president or myself. 
Perhaps the Lord is calling you to 
become an active member of your 
parish and share the gifts he has 
given you!

The reason that we serve
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Upcoming events
Diocesan Faith Formation 
Day 2016 for catechists, parish 
catechetical leaders, and any 
interested adult will be Saturday, 
Sept. 24 from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
at Leifeld Hall and Cathedral High 
School in New Ulm. There will be 
Mass at 8 a.m. Visit the Diocese 
of New Ulm Web site, www.dnu.
org, or call 507-233-5325 for 
registration and information.

A Jubilee Year Retreat Day will 
be off ered on Monday, Sept. 26; 
Tuesday, Oct. 11; and Friday, 
Nov. 11 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
Schoenstatt on the Lake in Sleepy 
Eye. Each retreat day will consist 
of talks, Reconciliation, Mass, 
Holy Year prayers, and activities.  
Suggested donation of $15 for the 
day includes lunch and snacks. 
Visit http://www.schoenstattmn.
com/events.html for more 
information, or contact Sr. M. 
Jessica Swedzinski at 612- 618-
9334; srjessica@schsrsmary.org.

40 Days for Life fall campaign 
in Mankato will be held Sept. 
28 to Nov. 6, 2016. The Mankato 
team will conduct 40 consecutive 
days of prayer outside of the 
city’s Planned Parenthood clinic, 
located on Victory Drive. There 

will be a rally kick off  on Sept. 
27 from 7 to 8 a.m. at Erlandson 
Park. Speaker Brian Gibson, 
executive director of Prolife 
Action Ministries in St. Paul, will 
share his testimony of lives saved 
in the Twin Cities. Gibson will 
then hold sidewalk counseling 
training from 8:15-9:15 a.m. at 
Resurrection Lutheran Church. 
People of all ages are invited to 
attend. For more information, visit 
www.40daysforlife.com/mankato 
or call Nancy Fasnacht, vigil 
coordinator, at 507-317-2095. 

Virtual Learning Community 
for Faith Formation (VLCFF) 
Cycle 7 will be Oct. 16 – Nov. 
19, 2016, with registration 
closing Oct. 12. Five-week and 
three-week courses are off ered. 
Certifi cates for catechists, youth 
ministers, and social concerns 
committee members are available. 
For course information or to 
register, visit http://vlc.udayton.
edu. Scholarships are available 
for those involved in catechetical 
ministry; contact Bryan Reising at 
507-233-5324; breising@dnu.org.

The World Apostolate of 
Fatima’s Centennial U.S. Tour 
for Peace is underway and coming 

to the Diocese of New Ulm. The 
historic tour, marking the 100th 
anniversary of the apparitions 
of Our Lady at Fatima, features 
the world-famous International 
Pilgrim Virgin Statue, traveling 
worldwide for nearly 70 years. 
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in 
New Ulm will host the tour on 
Oct. 16 beginning at 5 p.m. Come 
and hear the story of Fatima and 
grow in love for the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, as we ask for her 
intercession for all of our needs. 
Learn more about the tour and the 
statue at www.fatimatourforpeace.
com. 

Captivating: Embrace the 
Power, Freedom, and Beauty 
of a Woman’s Soul, a retreat for 
women, will be held Oct. 21-23 at 
the Abbey of the Hills in Marvin, 
S.D. Join Mary Jo Gallagher and 
the retreat team as they journey 
into the deep mysteries of the 
feminine soul through teaching 
sessions, fi lms, music, guided 
periods of refl ection, journaling, 
and worship. The retreat will begin 
with dinner on Friday at 6 p.m. 
and will conclude on Sunday at 
3 p.m. Register online at www.
abbeyofthehills.com.

Sr. Patricia Fritz, formerly 
known as Sr. Mary Marcus, 
celebrated her Diamond Jubilee 
(60 years) as a Sister of Saint 
Francis of Rochester, Minn., in 
August.

Born in Adrian, Minn., Sr. 
Patricia entered the Rochester 
Franciscan Congregation and 
professed her fi rst vows in 1956. 
She received a bachelor’s degree 
in education from the College 
of Saint Teresa in Winona and a 
master’s degree in educational 
administration from Mankato 
State University. Later, she 
received a master’s degree in 
theological studies from the 
Graduate Theological Union in 
Berkeley, Calif.

Sr. Patricia spent her early years 
of ministry as an educator at 
parish schools in Delano, Minn.; 
Owatonna, Minn.; Sleepy Eye; 
and St. Peter, and as principal of 
St. John’s School in Rochester.  

In the 1980s, she served as 
director of Catholic Schools for 
the Diocese of New Ulm and 
later as director of Lay Ministry. 

Sr. Patricia served as a 
consultant in religious life 
planning and as a retreat leader 
in various locations throughout 
the United States and Canada. 

Her service in pastoral ministry 
focused on those in eldercare. 
She was elected to leadership 
of her congregation, serving 
as community minister from 
1982 to1988, having previously 
served as councilor. 

Currently Sr. Patricia lives at 
Assisi Heights in Rochester 
and volunteers with programs 
for homeless and impoverished 
persons at St. Francis of Assisi 
Parish in Rochester.

by Dan Rossini
The Prairie Catholic

NEW ULM – William 
Schumacher has been appointed 
as the new principal at New Ulm’s 
Cathedral High School for the 
2016-2017 school year.

He replaces Rob Brandl, who 
became the new principal at Cedar 
Mountain Middle School and High 
School in Morgan in July.

Schumacher was attracted to 
the position because “New Ulm 
Cathedral has an outstanding 
reputation in the area for educating 
great students,” he said in an 
e-mail interview.

“I look forward to leading New 
Ulm Cathedral and getting to 
know the students, parents, and 
staff ,” he said. “I am excited to 
work with the staff  to improve and 
create new class off erings in an 
already outstanding school.”

Schumacher earned a bachelor’s 
degree in Elementary Education 
(1997) and a master’s degree 

in Education Leadership and 
Administration (2003) from 
Northern State University in 
Aberdeen, S.D. He has a K-12 
Administration Certifi cation 
from Saint Mary’s University of 
Minnesota.

In total, he has 12 years of 
administrative experience in 
Catholic schools, serving in both 
principal and assistant principal 
roles. For the past nine years 
he has been principal at Loyola 
Catholic School in Mankato.
He has served in Catholic schools 

as teacher and administrator 
since 1998, including elementary 
schools in South Dakota and 
Nebraska. He is a veteran of the 
United States Navy.

Schumacher and his wife, Lori, 
have two daughters, Emily, 16, and 
Julia, 11. The family attends Holy 
Rosary Parish in North Mankato.

Among the challenges 
Schumacher sees in his new 
position are learning the traditions 
and systems at the New Ulm 
Area Catholic Schools. He would 
also like to work on increasing 
enrollment.

What he loves most about 
working in a Catholic school is the 
opportunity to “talk about Christ 
with teachers and students on a 
daily basis.”

“I like seeing that we have done 
our job when you see students 
sharing their faith with others.  I 
enjoy how involved teachers, 
religious, and parents are when 
educating their students about the 
faith and academics,” he said.

Schumacher excited to assume principal 
post at Cathedral in New Ulm

William Schumacher

Sr. Patricia Fritz celebrates 
60 years of religious life

Sr. Patricia Fritz

8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Schoenstatt on the Lake in Sleepy Eye

Prominent speakers include: 
Fr. Tom Knoblach, PhD
Giving Something of Ourselves: Ethical Issues in Organ Transplantation
Sr. Candace Fier, ISSM, MTS, RN, BSN, CFCE
Surrogacy: Making Life for Others

Sr. Marie Paul Lockerd, RSM, DO, CFCMC
Link Between Abortion and Breast Cancer

Panel presentation:
Unpacking Health Care Decision Making from a Catholic Perspective
Raymond Weiss, Deacon Tim Dolan, Sr. Candace Fier

       Diocesan
  ETHICS CONFERENCE
          October 8 2016 

 Come explore current bioethical issues in Minnesota and nationally.

Cost: $25
To register visit: www.dnu.org/ethicsconference

or e-mail jboyum@dnu.org; 507-233-5319
Deadline: Oct. 2
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GREEN BAY, Wis. (CNA/
EWTN News) – In 1859, a 
young Belgian woman saw a 
bright vision of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary appear between 
two trees in one of the most 
unlikely places in eastern 
Wisconsin.

In August the Marian site was 
designated a National Shrine, and 
is also known as the fi rst Marian 
apparition site in the United 
States.

“I am overjoyed to now share 
with all of you today, that the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Good 
Help has received the national 
designation as a National 
Shrine from the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops,” 

Bishop David Ricken of Green 
Bay stated during an Aug. 15 
homily. 

“I am deeply thankful for the 
faith, devotion, and unwavering 
commitment to all those who 
have been stewards and caretakers 
of the Shrine of Our Lady of 
Good Help for the past several 
generations,” he continued.

Our Lady of Good Help Shrine 
is fewer than 20 miles from 
Green Bay in Champion. It 
commemorates the place where 
the young peasant woman Adele 
Brise saw a vision of the Blessed 
Virgin and was instructed to 
“gather the children in this wild 
country and teach them what they 
should know for salvation.”

The Virgin Mary told Brise to 
evangelize children through 
catechism and the sacraments, 
saying to “go and fear nothing.” 
By 1868, a chapel and a school 
were built on the apparition site.

After investigations were opened 
to confi rm the validity of the 
site, Bishop Ricken approved 
the Marian apparition in 2010, 
making it the fi rst in the United 
States. He also announced the 
grounds as a diocesan shrine, 
where thousands of pilgrims from 
over 90 countries have visited 
over the years.

“Today’s announcement is a 
testament and a honor to all 
those who have come before us. 
Their generous Christian spirit of 
warmth, hospitality, reverence, 
and simplicity is alive in this holy 
place,” Bishop Ricken stated.

Washington (CNA) – According 
to proposed federal rules, 
homeless shelters partnering 
with the government might 
soon have to compromise the 
privacy and safety of their 
clients – and Catholics have 
voiced their concerns.

“No person should be denied a 
safe place to live,” counsels for 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic 

Bishops stated in comments 
on the proposed rule made in 
January, in conjunction with other 
religious groups like the National 
Catholic Bioethics Center.

Yet, they added, “while the 
regulations purport to protect 
health and safety, they fail to 
advance, and in fact positively 
undermine, these and other 
legitimate interests, including 
expectations of privacy.”

In September, the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) is expected to rule that 
homeless shelters receiving 
federal funds must accept clients 
as the gender they currently self-
identify with, and allow them 
“equal access” to facilities like 
beds and bathrooms.

The proposed rule is titled “Equal 
Access in Accordance With an 
Individual’s Gender Identity 
in Community Planning and 
Development Programs.”

Thus, clients who are biologically 
male but who identify as female 
would be housed with women; 
those who are biologically female 
but identify as male would be 
housed with men.

Both Catholic Charities USA 
and the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops commented 
on the proposed rule in January. 
They expressed serious concerns 
both for the privacy and safety of 
homeless persons, as well as the 
religious freedom of faith-based 
groups that provide emergency 
shelter and transitional housing.
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