
Pornography & 

Human Trafficking  

 The Uncomfortable Connection:   

Today, society is growing more aware of the horrors of human sex trafficking both abroad and here in the 
United States. We are sickened and outraged by those who hold other human beings against their will 
(especially women and children), deny them their human rights, and exchange them for money as if they were 
commodities.   
 

Yet, at the same time, pornography is widely accepted, openly defended, and even celebrated.  Society 
rightly views sex trafficking as an offense against the common good, yet it approaches porn as simply another 
form of entertainment. 
 

The links between the two may not be obvious, but they are real. Countless women and youth are kidnapped, 
abused, drugged, threatened, and coerced into doing porn; is this so different from being sex trafficked? The 
uncomfortable reality is that every click to porn directly fuels the sex trafficking market because it incentivizes 
the production and sale of pornographic material, which too often involves coercion and violence.1  
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Every Second: 
$3,075.64 

spent on  
pornography 

 

28,258  
internet 
viewers  

372  
adult search 

terms entered 
into search  
engines* 

Every 39 minutes, a new 
pornographic video is 

made in the United States.*  
*2006 Internet Filter Review  

Inseparably Linked: 

80% of survivors report that their 
customers showed them 

pornography to illustrate the kinds 
of sexual acts they wanted 

performed.2 

Pornography is used by 
traffickers to train sex 
trafficking victims to 

perform various sexual 

acts and situations.2 

Nearly half of sex 
trafficking victims report 

that their traffickers filmed 
them for pornography.3 

“We will never have success in eradicating sex trafficking, unless and until we tackle the cultural  
messages of pornography and related materials that are encouraging this exploitation and abuse.”  

 - Laura Lederer, former Senior Advisor on Trafficking in Persons for the U.S. State Department  
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For decades, we have heard that adult or “mainstream” pornography is sexual expression, harmless, victimless, 
and just another form of free speech.  Pornography has become so mainstream and common in American 
society today that many people do not think twice about seeing it or using it. It is in our movies, advertising, 
and throughout the internet, making it nearly impossible for people—even children—not to be exposed to it. 
Though some recognize its harmful effects, many see pornography as just another commodity; they ignore the 
fact that pornography is extremely harmful to everyone involved: actors, producers, and users. It corrupts 
their minds and hearts and causes them to break down mentally, physically, and spiritually, and it contributes to 

human trafficking.   

Education, research, and facts will be key to understanding the link between pornography and human 
trafficking and helping in the fight of the commodification of human persons.  The legislation will 
acknowledge that pornography and human sex trafficking are connected, and will help us to seek justice for 
victims of commercial sexual exploitation.   
 

What bill SF 2554 (Benson)/ HF 2967(Lohmer) does: 

• Publicly recognizes the link between pornography and human trafficking 
• Adds language to include the use, prevalence, and involvement of pornography in the crime of human 

trafficking to the list of data that may be collected thereby providing law enforcement better information to 
fight the commodification of human persons 

• Directs fines collected for the offenses of child pornography and the dissemination and display of harmful 
materials to minors to the Safe Harbor Program 

 

What the bill does NOT do: 
• Make pornography illegal 
• Limit free speech 

• Redirect funds from any existing program 

 

 

 

The Minnesota Catholic Conference & Minnesota Family Council encourage our public officials to adopt 

common sense legislation and public policies that prevent the commodification and sale of persons. 

Can We Afford To  

Ignore The Connections Any Longer? 

Let’s take steps to educate Minnesotans on the connection 
between pornography and human sex trafficking and help those 
who are commodified by these industries. 

The Human Trafficking  

Chain Must Be Broken 
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Human beings should never be viewed as a 
commodity–in person or on the screen.  

Pornography drives demand for sex trafficking because, as Harvard Law professor 
Catherine Mackinon says, “consuming pornography is an experience of bought sex.”  

Contact Shawn Peterson or Meredith Campbell: 
SPeterson@mncatholic.org / 651-270-6300 

Meredith@MFC.org / 612-730-9271 
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