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Year of Faith 
On Oct. 11, 2011, Pope Benedict XVI issued the apostolic letter “Porta Fidei” (“The Door of Faith”), calling for a “Year of Faith.” 
The Year of Faith will run from Oct. 11, 2012, until Nov. 24, 2013. It coincides with the 50th anniversary of opening of the Second 
Vatican Council and the 20th anniversary of the publication of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, which the Holy Father calls an 
authentic fruit of Vatican II. 
 
The Holy Father begins his letter: “The ‘door of faith’ (Acts 14:27) is always open for us, ushering us into the life of communion with 
God and offering entry into his Church” (no. 1). We enter the “door of faith” by accepting the word of God and letting God’s grace 
transform our hearts. With transformed hearts, we begin a journey of faith that lasts a lifetime. 
 
The Holy Father sees that a profound crisis of faith has affected many people, that is, many have forgotten about God or have defined 
a god for themselves in which they can believe. Consequently, there is a “need to rediscover the journey of faith so as to shed ever 
clearer light on the joy and renewed enthusiasm of the encounter with Christ” (no. 2). “We must rediscover a taste for feeding 
ourselves on the word of God, faithfully handed down by the Church, and on the bread of life (the Eucharist), offered as sustenance 
for his disciples (cf. Jn 6:51)” (no. 3). 
 
A rereading of the documents of the Second Vatican Council is called for during the Year of Faith. The documents “need to be read 
correctly, to be widely known and taken to heart as important and normative texts of the Magisterium, within the Church’s Tradition” 
(no. 5). The Holy Father stresses the correct reading of the documents because so many times they have not been read correctly and 
have not been read within the context of the Tradition of the Church and in continuity with the Tradition. Pope Benedict writes: “The 
Year of Faith will have to see a concerted effort to rediscover and study the fundamental content of the faith that receives its 
systematic and organic synthesis in the ‘Catechism of the Catholic Church’” (no. 11). 
 
“The Door of Faith” calls us to a conversion of heart. The Year of Faith “is a summons to an authentic and renewed conversion to the 
Lord, the one Savior of the world” (no. 6). This means a turning away from sin and a turning toward Our Lord. The love of Christ 
shown on the cross and in the Resurrection is a summons for us to return that love with everything that we think and say and do. For 
conversion to happen, prayer and the sacraments are essential, particularly the sacraments of Reconciliation and the Holy Eucharist. 
 
Reading the documents of Vatican II, learning about our faith by reading the Catechism of the Catholic Church, and experiencing a 
conversion of heart is not enough. There is, in the end, evangelization. “It is the love of Christ that fills our hearts and impels us to 
evangelize. Today as in the past, he (Jesus) sends us through the highways of the world to proclaim his Gospel to all the peoples of the 
earth (cf. Mt 28:19)” (no. 7). 
 
Evangelization (the spreading and defending of the Catholic faith) by the Church has been seriously wanting for a good number of 
years now. Both clergy and lay people have not been articulate, vigorous proclaimers of the Gospel to the world. Somehow, we think 
that our faith is a private matter, not to be shared with the world.  Consequently, the Holy Father reminds us: “A Christian may never 
think of belief as a private act. Faith is choosing to stand with the Lord so as to live with him. This ‘standing with him’ points towards 
an understanding of the reasons for believing. Faith, precisely because it is a free act, also demands social responsibility for what one 
believes” (no. 10). 
 
The Eucharist is the source of the power needed to evangelize, for evangelization is not easy and it takes courage. “We want this Year 
to arouse in every believer the aspiration to profess the faith in fullness and with renewed conviction, with confidence and hope. It will 
also be a good opportunity to intensify the celebration of the faith in the liturgy, especially in the Eucharist, which is ‘the summit 
towards which the activity of the Church is directed; ... and also the source from which all its power flows’” (no. 9). 



 
The pope reminds us, “During this time we will need to keep our gaze fixed upon Jesus Christ, the ‘pioneer and perfecter of our faith’ 
(Heb 12:2): In him, all the anguish and all the longing of the human heart finds fulfillment” (no. 13). The Holy Father concludes his 
letter by writing: “Let us entrust this time of grace to the Mother of God, proclaimed ‘blessed because she believed’ (Lk 1:45)” (no. 
15). 
 
In order to enter the door of faith – that is, to renew our faith, to experience a deeper conversion to Jesus, and to evangelize – the 
Diocese of New Ulm has planned and promoted a number of initiatives. The Year of Faith will open officially with Mass and a 
reception at the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in New Ulm at 3 p.m. on Oct. 14.  I will celebrate the Mass and all are invited. 
 
There are speakers who are scheduled to help us reread the documents of the Second Vatican Council and the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, and to give us suggestions on how to invite non-practicing Catholics back home. Many parishes and area faith 
communities have scheduled missions. Pastoral leaders will have the opportunity to renew their knowledge of the documents of 
Vatican II and the Catechism at a special presentation on Nov. 16.  
 
The “YouCat,” a catechism for youth and young adults based on the Catechism of the Catholic Church, is being made available to 
students in Catholic high schools and religious education programs. The diocese has been promoting Fr. Robert Barron’s 
“Catholicism” DVD series. This 10-episode series presents the fundamental teachings of the Catholic faith using beautiful 
cinematography and Fr. Barron’s engaging personality. A training session for facilitators was held on Sept. 22, 2012, at the Church of 
St. Catherine in Redwood Falls. 
 
As part of the Year of Faith, I am scheduled to lead a pilgrimage to the birthplace of Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha (soon to be the first 
Native American saint) in Auriesville, N.Y., from June 30 through July 6, 2013. Those interested can contact Margaret McHugh at the 
Pastoral Center.  
 
To find out more about the Year of Faith activities, please visit the diocesan Web site, refer to “The Prairie Catholic,” and watch for 
announcements in the parish or AFC bulletins. Let us all pray for one another that the Year of Faith will bear good fruit in the Church  
and in the diocese. 
 
Two new American women saints 
On Sunday, Oct. 21, 2012, in Rome, Pope Benedict XVI is scheduled to canonize two American saints: Blessed Marianne Cope and 
Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha.  These two women have strikingly different stories, but both served well their Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  After Oct. 21, we can say: “St. Marianne Cope and St. Kateri Tekakwitha,  pray for us and pray for America.”  
 
Marriage, religious freedom, and immigration 
Please pray and work for the passage of the Marriage Protection Amendment, which will be on the ballot this November. Drawing 
from the Bible and from Sacred Tradition, the Catholic Church teaches that marriage is a union between one man and one woman in a 
faithful and permanent union, which is open to the procreation of children. The bishops of Minnesota are united in asking people to 
vote “Yes” on the Marriage Protection Amendment. 
 
Religious freedom continues to be an important issue in our country. Religious freedom is threatened by the Health and Human 
Services mandate that will require many Catholic institutions and business owners to pay for health insurance coverage for their 
employees that includes contraception, sterilization, and abortifacient drugs. This mandate is scheduled to take effect next year, and as 
it now stands, it will require Catholics either to violate their consciences or pay crippling fines. Please pray and ask our government 
leaders to rescind this mandate. 
 
The Catholic bishops of Minnesota are deeply concerned about the nation’s immigration policy. It is inconsistent, ineffective, and 
does not promote the common good. Consequently, the bishops reiterate their support for comprehensive immigration reform at the 
federal level. Please join me in prayer and in asking our government leaders for just immigration reform in our country. 
(Oct. 2012) 
 



“No Tengas Miedo” 
por Obispo John M. LeVoir 

 
octubre 2012 

 
El Año de la Fe 
El 11 de Octubre, 2011, el Papa Benedicto XVI emitió la carta apostolica “Porta Fidei” (“La puerta de la fe”), convocando a un “Año 
de la Fe.” El Año de la Fe comenzará el 11 de Octubre de 2012 hasta el 24 de Noviembre de 2013. Esta celebración coincide con el 50 
aniversario de la apertura del Concilio del Vaticano II y el vigésimo aniversario de la publicación del Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica, 
que el Santo Padre lo llama un auténtico fruto del Vaticano II.  
 
El Santo Padre comienza su carta: La ‘puerta de la fe’ (Hechos 14:27), que introduce en la vida de comunión con Dios y permite la 
entrada en su Iglesia, está siempre abierta para nosotros. Entramos a la “puerta de la fe” cuando aceptamos la Palabra de Dios y 
dejamos que la gracia de Dios transforme nuestro corazón.  Con el corazón transformado, emprendemos un camino que dura toda la 
vida.  
 
El Santo Padre considera que una crisis profunda de fe ha afectado a muchas personas, es decir muchos se han olvidado de Dios o han 
asignado aun Dios por su cuenta en la que ellos creen.  Por lo tanto, hay “la exigencia de redescubrir el camino de la fe para iluminar 
de manera cada vez más clara la alegría y el entusiasmo renovado del encuentro con Cristo.” “Debemos descubrir de nuevo el gusto de 
alimentarnos con la Palabra de Dios, transmitida fielmente por la Iglesia, y el pan de la vida [la eucaristia], ofrecido como sustento a 
todos los que son sus discípulos (cf. Jn 6, 51).”  
 
“La puerta de la fe” nos llama a una conversión de corazón. El Año de la Fe “es una invitación a una auténtica y renovada conversion 
al Señor, único Salvador del mundo.” Esto significa un giro del pecado hacia nuestro Señor. El amor de Cristo en la cruz y en la 
resurrección nos invita a regresar ese amor con todo lo que pensamos, decimos y hacemos. Para que una conversion suceda, la oración 
y la conversion son esenciales, particularmente los Sacramentos de la Reconciliación y la Eucaristía.   
 
El 14 de Octubre, tendremos la Misa de Apertura Diocesana del Año de la Fe en la Cathedral of the Holy Trinity en New Ulm a las 
3:00 p.m. Después de la Misa tendremos una recepción  y una exhibición histórica. Todos están invitados.  
 
Matrimonio, la libertad religiosa e inmigración 
Por favor oren y hagan lo que puedan para que aprueben la enmienda de protección al matrimonio que estará en la boleta electoral este 
noviembre.  La Iglesia católica enseña que el matrimonio es la unión entre un hombre y una mujer en una unión fiel y permanente, que 
está abierta a la procreación de los hijos. Los obispos de Minnesota están unidos y piden al pueblo votar “sí” a la enmienda de 
protección al matrimonio.   
 
La libertad religiosa sigue siendo un tema importante en nuestro país. La libertad religiosa está amenazada por el Departamento de 
Salud y Servicios Humanos ya que obligaría virtualmente a todos los planes privados de salud de la nación a ofrecer cobertura de 
esterilización y anticoncepción – incluyendo drogas abortivas.  Este mandato se reunirá el próximo año, y como está ahora, requerirá a 
los católicos de violar las conciencias o pagar multas. Por favor oren y pidan a los líderes del gobierno de rescindir este mandato.  
 
Los obispos Católicos de Minnesota están profundamente preocupados por la política de Inmigración en nuestra nación. Es 
inconsistente e ineficaz y no promueve el bien común. En consecuencia, los obispos reiteran su apoyo para una reforma migratoria 
integral a nivel federal. Por favor, únanse a mí en oración y pidamos a nuestros líderes del gobierno para una reforma migratoria justa 
en nuestro país. 


