
On Sept. 18, 
2018, Pope 
Francis named 
a St. Paul pastor 
and seminary 
instructor as 
an auxiliary bishop of the 
Archdiocese of Hartford, Conn. 

Fr. Juan Miguel Betancourt 
Torres served as pastor of St. 
Francis de Sales in St. Paul and 
taught at the St. Paul Seminary 
School of Divinity. He was 
consecrated a bishop on Oct. 
18, 2018, at the Cathedral of St. 
Joseph in Hartford.

A native of Puerto Rico, Bishop 
Betancourt entered the Institute 
Servants of the Eucharist and 
the Virgin Mary as a canonical 
postulant on Jan. 1, 1992. He 
professed vows as a religious on 
Oct. 7, 1994, and was ordained a 
priest on April 21, 2001.

On Sunday, Nov. 25, 2018, 
the Church will celebrate the 
Solemnity of Christ the King. 
Pope Pius XI instituted this 
feast in 1925 with his encyclical 
Quas Primas (In the first), to 
respond to growing nationalism 
and secularism. The Holy 

Father recognized that these 
related societal ills would breed 
increasing hostility against the 
Church. 

In 2018, the Church faces 
pressures from without and crisis 
from within. In addition to the 
challenges that Christians in a 
secular society must confront, 
the body of Christ must also tend 
to the wounds inflicted on the 
Church by priests and bishops 
who either committed acts of 
sexual abuse themselves or failed 
to respond to abuse with justice 
when they had the opportunity.  

The Solemnity of Christ the King 
reminds us that Christ reigns as 
king of the entire world forever. 

To help educate the faithful, the 
United States Conference of 
Catholics bishops have made 
available materials to help 
educate about the Solemnity of 
Christ the King. All materials 
are available at www.usccb.org/
freedom.

Born 75 years ago as a result of 
the refugee crisis that unfolded 
during WWII, Catholic Relief 
Services, the international relief 
and development agency of the 

United States Catholic Church, 
has since grown into one of the 
largest humanitarian aid agencies 
in the world while responding 
to some of the most devastating 
modern crises of our time. 

“From its beginning, Catholics 
in the United States saw this 
agency as an expression of the 
compassion of Jesus Christ, 
carrying out the mission he gave 
us in the Gospels,” says Bishop 
Gregory J. Mansour, bishop 
of the Eparchy of Saint Maron 
of Brooklyn and chairman of 

CRS’ Board. “Even as the work 
has expanded and grown more 
complex, that gospel mission has 
always remained the foundation 
of everything that CRS does.”

While the organization has 
grown to work in more than 110 
countries and employs more 
than 7,000 people worldwide, its 
mission remains unchanged – to 
act in solidarity with the world’s 
most vulnerable people while 
leading the Catholic faithful in 
the United States in doing the 
same.
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2018 Diocesan Ministries Appeal 
kicks off in parishes November 17-18

Fr. Matthew Wiering named appeal chairperson
As vocations director for the Diocese of New 
Ulm, Fr. Matthew Wiering sees first-hand the 
need for priests and religious right now in our 
diocese. “Through this year’s appeal, A Gift of 
Self, we are all called to serve in this mission 
which Bishop LeVoir describes as a fitting 
reminder of the impact that we can have when 
we generously sacrifice for the good of another. 
Thank you for prayerfully considering a gift to 
the 2018 DMA.”— Fr. Matthew Wiering

See page 6-7 for DMA Special Report
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Major shrine renovations underway
Much needed renovations to the Way of the Cross shrine located 
in New Ulm has begun. Completed in 1904 and entrusted to the 
Diocese of New Ulm, the historic shrine is a pathway of 14 stations 
depicting scenes of the crucifixion of Jesus. 
                                       (For more on shrine renovation, see page 11.)

Saint’s relics tour draws faithful to the Cathedral
by Christine Clancy
Prairie Catholic

NEW ULM – A half dozen 
relics of Saint Pio of Pietrelcina 
drew faithful from throughout 
the Diocese of New Ulm to the 
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in 
New Ulm on Sunday, Oct. 28 for 
veneration and prayer. 

Widely known as Padre Pio, 
the Italian-born priest gained a 
following because of his devotion 
to prayer and mystical abilities 
that included healings.

The relics, brought from Italy to 
the United States, were part of an 
historic national tour sponsored 
by the Saint Pio Foundation. The 

On Sunday, Oct. 28, following the 10 a.m. Mass at the Cathedral of 
the Holy Trinity, in New Ulm, several relics of St. Pio were displayed 
for the faithful to venerate. The relics are touring the country to 
mark the 50th anniversary of Padre Pio’s death. 
                                                                      (Photo by Christine Clancy)
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(Continued on page 2)

tour commemorated the 50th 
anniversary of the popular saint’s 
death in 1968. 

The relics, including a fingerless 
glove soaked in the saint’s blood 
were displayed in ornate reliquary 
cases. Also on display were St. 
Pio’s crusts of his wounds, cotton 
gauze with his blood stains, a 
lock of his hair, his mantle, and 
a handkerchief soaked with his 
sweat hours before he died.

According to Fr. Aaron 
Johanneck, director of Worship 
for the Diocese of New Ulm, the 
practice of venerating relics is

by Mary Rezac
Catholic News Agency

GRAPEVINE, TEXAS – It’s 
a difficult time for the Catholic 
Church, a fact much-discussed 
at the National V Encuentro 
conference, a gathering of Hispanic 
and Latino Catholics from 
throughout the U.S. that took place 
Sept. 20-23 in Grapevine, Texas.

The bishops have failed their 
people and ask for forgiveness, 
Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of 
Houston and president of the 
United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, said in his 
address at the V Encuentro.

But even at the close of this 
‘summer of scandals’, the 3,000-
some Hispanic and Latino 
Catholics present seemed to relish 
their time with and attention from 
the leaders of the Church.
Sr. Mary Johanna of the Nashville 

Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia 
said that the closeness of the 
bishops was the thing most-
remarked on by the delegates in her 
group. “It’s been great to have so 
many Hispanics and Anglos here 
together, and it’s beautiful to see so 
many bishops here with us and to 
see the attention that they’re giving, 
how deeply they’re listening,” she 
said.

Alfredo Portillo, a delegate from 
Las Vegas, told CNA that the 
Encuentro was a “heartwarming” 
experience and “for the bishops to 
reunite us, to bring us together, to 
celebrate our Hispanic inheritances, 
I think it’s really great, I’m really 
proud to be here.”

Guadalupe Alba, a delegate from 
Huntington Park, California said 
that it was encouraging for him 
to see Catholic leaders, including 
bishops and non-Hispanic 
Catholics, attending the conference 

and listening to what the delegates 
had to say.

“Even though there’s a lot of 
Hispanics in the United States, 
we’re still a minority, you know?” 
he said.

What the bishops are 
communicating to Hispanic and 
Latino Catholics through the 
Encuentro is that “we know that 
you’re here, we accept you, and 
we’re on the same team,” Alba 
said. 

Editor’s note: The National V 
Encuentro is the culmination of 
planning and work which began in 
dioceses nationwide two years ago. 
The main objective of the process 
is to discern the way in which 
the Church in the United States 
responds to the Hispanic/Latino 
presence, and to strengthen the way 
in which Hispanics/Latinos respond 
as a Church.

Six delegates represented the Diocese of New Ulm at the National 
V Encuentro in Grapevine, Texas in September. Pictured from left 
are Julio Tena of St. Mary, Willmar, Luis Peña of St. Pius X, Glencoe, 
Karla Cross (diocesan director), Anisabel Palma and Juan Antonio 
Medina Ortiz, both of St. Mary, Willmar, and Elvia Peña of St. Pius 
X, Glencoe. Diocesan delegation sizes were limited and based upon 
Hispanic/Latino population in the diocese.         (Contributed photo)                            

Diocesan delegates attend Fifth National Encuentro in Texas
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Be Not Afraid

by Bishop John M. LeVoir

From September 9 through 20, 
fourteen of us made a pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land. It was a 
richly and profoundly blessed 
experience for us all. My express 
purpose in making the pilgrimage 
was to pray, fast, and to do 
penance in reparation for the deep 
wounds inflicted on so many by 
clergy sexual abuse.

The highlight of a pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land is to make the 
stations of the cross in the old 
part of the city of Jerusalem. 
By making the stations in the 
narrow, dark, steep, and smelly 
cobblestone streets of the old city, 
pilgrims walk where Jesus walked 
as he made his way to Calvary 
and the crucifixion 2000 years 
ago. The stations culminate at the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, 
constructed over the sites of the 
Crucifixion and Resurrection of 
Jesus.  

Inside the church, there are stairs 
climbing up to the upper level. 
The stairs reach their apex at 
Golgotha, the Place of the Skull, 
where Jesus was crucified. There 
one finds an altar built over the 
place where once the cross of 
Jesus stood. Under the altar is an 
oval opening in the floor marked 
by a silver star. Pilgrims are able 

Holy Land pilgrimage for healing
to kneel and go under the altar 
to venerate the very place where 
Jesus gave his life for the salvation 
of the world.

At this most significant part of 
my pilgrimage, I knelt, stooped, 
and moved forward under the 
altar on my knees to reach and to 
kiss the place of the crucifixion. 
Reaching through an opening 
in the floor I placed my hand on 
the very ground of Golgotha. As 
I did, I prayed for the healing of 
the profound wounds inflicted 
on the victims and survivors of 
sexual abuse by clergy. I asked 
forgiveness for the bishops who 
did not act to stop such abuse. 
I prayed for the healing of the 
wounds caused by sexual abuse by 
clergy on the Church, the Body of 
Christ, and on the Diocese of New 
Ulm. The scripture verse that kept 
coming into my mind as I prayed 
was: “By his wounds we were 
healed” (Is 53:5).

We then moved from Golgotha, 
down the stairs, around a corner, 
and to the empty stone tomb of 
Christ which is housed in the same 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 
Within the tomb there are two 
chambers. The inner chamber 
contains an altar constructed over 
the place where Jesus’ dead body 
was placed after the crucifixion 
and from which he rose from the 
dead. It was there on this altar that 
I was able to celebrate Mass for 
our group of pilgrims. As I entered 
the inner chamber to begin the 
Mass, I kissed the place where 
Jesus’ body had been placed and 

prayed that the resurrection of 
Jesus would heal all of the terrible 
wounds of sexual abuse by clergy 
suffered by so many.

I have heard that many from 
the diocese joined me on this 
pilgrimage in spirit by uniting 
their prayer, fasting, and penance 
with my prayer, fasting, and 
penance. I am most grateful. Now 
that I have returned from the Holy 
Land, I will continue to fast, do 
penance, and pray for the healing 
of the wounds caused by sexual 

abuse by clergy and the negligence 
of bishops. I will ask Our Lord to 
give us his grace to strengthen us 
so that the sexual abuse of anyone 
by clergy will never happen again.  
When you are able, please join 
me in these practices in your own 
way.

Diocesan Ministries Appeal
With the scandals present in 
the Church due to sexual abuse 
by clergy and the failures of 
bishops to prevent such abuse, 
one might be tempted to give up 

on the Church. In addition, the 
Diocese of New Ulm is now under 
Chapter 11 of the United States 
Bankruptcy Code. But, as many 
have said, the Church is Christ’s 
Church. He will take good care of 
all of us if we entrust ourselves 
to him. Even though it might be 
very difficult, please be generous 
to this year’s Diocesan Ministries 
Appeal and know that your gifts 
are designated for the ministries of 
the diocese.

Advent
The First Sunday of Advent is 
Dec. 2. Advent is a time to prepare 
ourselves for the celebration of 
the coming of Christ at Christmas 
and for the coming of Christ at 
the end of time, as judge of the 
living and the dead.  Some Advent 
preparations include the use of an 
Advent Wreath, the celebrating 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
or Confession, attendance at daily 
Mass, as well as prayer, penance, 
and fasting. By following these 
practices from our hearts and with 
our bodies, we will be prepared to 
sing at Christmas: 

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appears.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O 
Israel.
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November calendar can be found 
at www.dnu.org/calendar/.

very ancient in the Church. 
“Relics help us to feel connected 
to the saints in a real, tangible 
way.” said Fr. Johanneck.

“They also help us to understand 
that the stories of the saints are 
not legends, but are the stories of 
real men and women throughout 
the ages who devoted their lives 
entirely to God,” he said.

Saint Pio was born Francesco 
Forgione in 1887 in Pietrelcina, 
Italy to peasant farmers. He first 
expressed his desire for priesthood 
at age 10 and entered the 
Capuchin order at age 15, taking 
the name Pio. In 1910, at the age 
of 23, he was ordained a priest. 
He was canonized a saint by Pope 
John Paul II in 2002.

It was in 1918, at the age of 30 
when the priest reported bleeding 
from his hands, feet and side – 
the stigmata wounds of Christ’s 
crucifixion. The wounds were said 
to have lasted 50 years, until his 
death. 

Editor’s note: The Saint Pio 
Foundation is a premier national 
charitable organization that 
promotes awareness of Saint 
Pio and his mission by working 
with institutions and individuals 
who share the same vision to 
serve “those in need of relief of 
suffering.” Funds raised by the 
Saint Pio Foundation are used 
to provide grants to American 
Catholic healthcare, educational, 
social, religious, and cultural 
partner organizations. Visit http://
www.saintpiofoundation.org.

(Continued from page 1)

“Relics help us feel connected to the saints in a tangible way”

Statement of ownership, management, circulation
During the 2017-2018 publishing year, “The Prairie Catholic” was published every six weeks, 
September – June resulting in seven issues. Location of the office of publication and general 
business office of the publisher, Bishop John M. LeVoir, is 1421 6th Street North, New Ulm, MN 
56073-2071. The editor is Christine E. Clancy, 1421 6th Street North, New Ulm, MN 56073-
2071. “The Prairie Catholic,” the publication of a non-profit organization, is authorized to mail 
at special rates, according to Section 411.3 DMM postal regulation(s). “The Prairie Catholic” 
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                                                                                 Extent and nature of circulation
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Total distribution
Office use
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23,197
23,102
none
23,102
     95
23,197

Actual # copies
single issue
publication date 9/2018
23,406
22,892
none
23,892
     514
23,406

HOLY LAND - Bishop LeVoir reads the Gospel during Mass in the 
outer chamber of the tomb of Jesus Christ before entering the inner 
chamber for the Eucharistic prayer.  The inner chamber contains an 
altar constructed over the place where Jesus’ dead body was placed 
after the crucifixion and from which he rose from the dead. Looking 
on is Jack Hleis, Magi Travel tour guide.  (To see more photos of 
Bishop LeVoir’s Holy Land pilgrimage visit www.dnu.org/bishop/.)                     
                                                                   (photo by Michael Smith) 

Advent Prayer Service
December 9, 2018 at 4 p.m.

Church of St. Anastasia, Hutchinson
Bring the Baby Jesus figure from your home manger scene for 

Bishop LeVoir to Bless during the service. 
Visit www.dnu.org
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diocesan church

by Kevin Losleben

OLIVIA – On Sept. 29, the Feast 
of Sts. Michael, Raphael, and 
Gabriel, members of 25 parishes 
around the Diocese of New Ulm 
gathered at the Church of St. 
Aloysius in Olivia for Holy Mass 
with Bishop John M. LeVoir and, 
after a short breakfast, began an 
evangelization training session 
that changed their lives.

“I was expecting to hear a lot 
of statistics,” said Ann Voller, 
parishioner of St. Joseph’s 
in Montevideo and director 
of religious education there. 
“However, I was pleasantly 
surprised.”

Although the presenters, Denise 
Hirl and Dr. Deb McManimon  
– who represent a new 
evangelization apostolate called 
St. Paul Evangelization Institute 
(formerly known as St. Paul 
Street Evangelization) – certainly 
offered many facts about the state 
of the Church today, but far more 
important was the remedy they 
presented for the decline in church 
attendance among Catholics: 
evangelization.

The fact of the matter is that 
“many Catholics do not really 
know how to evangelize, how to 
bring up their faith in a gentle, 
truthful and appropriate way 

in the many interactions and 
relationships they have,” said Hirl.
Indeed, evangelization can be 
an intimidating word for many 
Catholics. It certainly was for 
Hirl. “I think many Catholics 
have the same fears I had, fear of 
failure, confrontation, or not being 
holy enough.” In her experience, 
however, Hirl has found that many 
of those fears are nothing to worry 
about. “Only once in 11 years of 
street evangelization have I had 
someone start out accusing me of 
being unchristian as a Catholic,” 
said Hirl, addressing many 
people’s fear that they would be 
seen as aggressive or pushy in 
sharing their faith. Continuing 
this story, however, Hirl said that, 
using St. Paul Evangelization 
Institute’s approach to 
evangelization, “after listening to 
this man, finding common ground 
in his suffering and praying with 
him, he left telling everyone 
around him how great Catholics 
were!”

The goal of the Basic 
Evangelization Training featured 
at this year’s Diocese of New 
Ulm’s Discipleship Day was to 
give the attendees the tools and 
courage to spread the faith, as was 
mandated by Jesus Christ: “Go 
therefore and make disciples of 
all nations” (Mt. 28:19). But even 
more than simply giving people 
the skills to evangelize, Hirl and 

McManimon had the attendees 
actually put these skills to use.

One of the skills that Hirl and 
McManimon taught the trainees 
was how to share their testimony. 

A testimony is a person’s story 
about how they came to know and 
love Jesus. After taking some time 
to reflect on their own walk with 
Christ, participants at Discipleship 
Day were able to share their brief 
testimony with each other. The 
room was abuzz with passionate 
conversation. “You could ask 

questions about ways to use 
your testimony,” said Christina 
Wangen, parishioner and director 
of religious education at St. 
Andrew’s in Granite Falls. “The 
fact that they talked about it and 
then they had you do it, helped to 
make it stick.” 

After these practical applications, 
Voller said that she feels 
“confident that [she has] the skills 
to reach others better.” And that’s 
the goal. 

“That’s one of the driving 

motivations for my commitment 
to St. Paul Street Evangelization,” 
said Hirl: “to equip everyday 
Catholics with the skills to share 
their faith in a joyful, non-
confrontational way.”

Hirl and McManimon have given 
numerous training sessions just 
like the one at Discipleship Day. 
Regardless of an individual’s state 
in life, the Basic Evangelization 
Training can be beneficial; even 
bishops have hit the streets to 
spread the Faith with St. Paul 
Evangelization Institute! 

Fr. Paul Timmerman, pastor 
of Holy Family Area Faith 
Community, attended the training 
session and found it helpful. “It 
helped me learn how to teach 
others to share their testimony 
and pray with others,” he said. 
In regard to his parishioners 
who attended, Fr. Timmerman 
commented how “it fired them 
up about sharing their faith and 
praying with others in really 
concrete ways.”

If you are interested in 
evangelization and would like 
to host a training session by St. 
Paul Evangelization Institute, 
contact Deacon Mike McKeown 
(mmckeown@dnu.org) or Kevin 
Losleben (klosleben@dnu.org) in 
the Diocese of New Ulm Office 
of Religious Education and Adult 
Faith Formation. 

Evangelization training encourages participants to ‘spread the faith’

Ruthann Hansen of Darwin, right, shares her testimony with Asha 
Godfrey of Montevideo at the Diocese of New Ulm Discipleship 
Day 2018 held Sept. 29 at the Church of St. Aloysius Jubilee Center 
in Olivia. Participants were taught the basics of evangelization by 
representatives of St. Paul Evangelization Institute. 
                                                                  (Photo by Kevin Losleben)

SAINT PIERRE, FRANCE - On Aug. 15, 2018, the Feast of the 
Assumption, Little Sister Hallel (formerly Susan Verly of Marshall) 
made final vows in the Community of the Lamb in Saint Pierre, 
France. The Community of the Lamb is a branch of the Dominican 
order, uniting the proclamation of the Gospel through preaching 
with commitment to the poor. The community is spread 
throughout Europe, Latin America, and the United States (Kansas 
City). Little Sister Hallel’s parents Patrick and Barb Verly, members 
of the Church of the Holy Redeemer in Marshall, traveled to France 
in August to support their daughter along with numerous family 
members. All were present for the final vow ceremony. Pictured 
front row, Maria and Joseph Librande with children Therese and 
David; Pat and Barb Verly; Bobbi and John Verly; Angela Cross. 
Back row, Ruth and Paul Lanoue with children David, Simon, Rose, 
and Mary; Sr. Hallel with Bernadette Bandzuch; Nancy and Bill 
Bandzuch with their son, Augustine; and Dan Cross.       
                                                                              (Photo submitted)

Final vows for Marshall native

Fr. John (Jack) Brunner, a priest 
of the Diocese of New Ulm whose 
vision and dedication to Catholic 
school education have made a 
significant impact on the schools 
he served and in the young people 
who attended them, died on Oct. 
23, 2018. He was 81.

A Mass of Christian Burial for 
Fr. Brunner was held on Oct. 30, 
2018, at the Church of St. Andrew 
in Fairfax. Burial was in the 
church cemetery.

Fr. Brunner was born in Fairfax, 
Minn., Jan. 28, 1937. He was 
ordained to the priesthood for 
the Diocese of New Ulm on Feb. 
18, 1962, at the Cathedral of the 
Holy Trinity in New Ulm by 
Bishop Alphonse J. Schladweiler. 
After his ordination, Fr. Brunner 
furthered his education earning 
a master’s degree in education 
and a specialist degree in 
educational administration from 
the University of St. Thomas in 
St. Paul.

During his active priestly 
ministry, Fr. Brunner served in the 
parish communities of New Ulm 
(Cathedral of the Holy Trinity), 
Winsted, Searles, Hutchinson, 
Stewart, Fairfax, Franklin, 
Gibbon, and Watkins.

He served as principal of St. 
Mary’s High School in Bird 
Island, and as superintendent of 
Holy Trinity Elementary and High 
School in Winsted, and of New 
Ulm Area Catholic Schools.

Fr. Brunner also served as 
chaplain of Loretto Hospital, 
New Ulm; chaplain of St. Mary 
Hospital and Home, Winsted; 
state chaplain for the Minnesota 
Knights of Columbus; and for 
more than 25 years as state 
chaplain for the Catholic Order of 
Foresters. 

On the diocesan level he served 
on the Priests’ Council, the 
Finance Council, the College of 
Consultors, the Priest Pension 
Board, the Evangelization 
and Catechesis Committee, 
the Property Committee, and 
the “Christ Our Life” Capital 
Campaign, 

In 2007 Fr. Brunner received the 
Diocesan Distinguished Service 
Award for his dedication to and 
vision for Catholic schools. 

Following 52 years of active 
priestly ministry, Fr. Brunner 
retired on Jan. 12, 2014. He 
resided in Cold Springs, Minn.

Fr. John “Jack” Brunner dies at the age of 81

Fr. John Brunner
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diocesan church

por Obispo John M. LeVoir 

Del 9 al 20 de Septiembre, catorce 
feligreses hicimos la peregrinación a 
la tierra Santa. Fue una experiencia 
maravillosa, llena de bendiciones para 
todos nosotros. El propósito de dicha 
peregrinación fue de orar, ayunar y 
hacer penitencia para restaurar las 
profundas heridas causadas por el 
abuso sexual por parte del clero.   

Uno de los momentos más destacados 
del viaje fue el recorrido al Vía Crucis 
en la ciudad antigua de Jerusalén. 
Al recorrer el Vía Crucis en las 
estrechas, oscuras, maloliente y 
empedradas calles de la ciudad donde 
los peregrinos caminaron mientras se 
dirigían al calvario y la crucifixión 
hace 2,000 años. El Vía Crucis 
culmina en la Basílica del Santo 
Sepulcro, que se construyó sobre los 
sitios donde ocurrió la Crucifixión y la 
Resurrección de Jesús.    

Dentro de la Iglesia, hay escaleras 
que suben hasta el nivel superior. 
Las escaleras alcanzan su ápice en 
el Gólgota, el lugar con el nombre la 
calavera, donde Jesús fue crucificado.  
Allí se puede encontrar un altar 
construido sobre el lugar donde Jesús 
estuvo en la cruz. Debajo del altar 
hay una abertura ovalada en el piso 
marcada por una estrella de plata.  
Los peregrinos pueden arrodillarse 
e ir bajo el altar para venerar el 
lugar donde Jesús dio su vida por la 
salvación del mundo. 

En este punto más significativo de 
mi peregrinación, me arrodillé, me 
incliné y avanzé bajo el altar sobre 
mis rodillas para alcanzar y besar 
el lugar de la crucifixión. Luego 
llegué a través de una abertura en 
el suelo, coloqué mi mano en el 
suelo del Gólgota. Mientras tanto, 
recé por la sanación de las víctimas 
y sobrevivientes de abuso sexual.  
Pedí perdón por los obispos que 
no tomaron las medidas necesarias 
para detener tales abusos.  Recé 
para curar las heridas causadas por 
el abuso sexual por parte del Clero 
en la Iglesia, el cuerpo de Cristo y 
la Diócesis de New Ulm.  Mientras 
oraba me venía en mente el versículo 
de las escrituras: “Por sus heridas 
fuimos curados” (Is 53:5). 

Luego bajamos las escaleras, 
doblamos una esquina y llegamos 
a la tumba vacía de Cristo, que se 
encuentra en la misma Basílica del 
Santo Sepulcro. En el interior hay dos 
salas. En la sala interior hay un altar 
construido sobre el lugar donde el 
cadáver de Jesús había sido colocado 
después de la crucifixión y de donde 

se levantó de entre los muertos.  Fue 
allí, en este altar, que pude celebrar 
la misa para nuestro grupo de 
peregrinos. Al entrar a la sala para 
empezar la Misa, besé el lugar donde 
se había colocado el cuerpo de Jesús 
y oré para que la resurrección de 
Jesús sane todas las terribles heridas 
causadas por el abuso sexual por parte 
del clero. 

Me enteré que muchos feligreses 
en nuestra diócesis se unieron a mí 
en esta peregrinación en espíritu de 
unidad en oración, ayuno y penitencia. 
Estoy muy conmovido y agradecido.  
Ahora, continuaré ayunando, haciendo 
penitencia y orando por las heridas 
causadas por el abuso sexual por 
parte del clero y la negligencia de los 
obispos. Le pediré a nuestro Señor 
que nos de su gracia de fortalecernos 
para que el abuso sexual no vuelva a 
suceder.  Cuando puedan, les pido que 
se unan a mí en estas prácticas y lo 
hagan a su modo. 

Campaña para los Ministerios 
Diocesanos
Con los escándalos en la Iglesia 
debido al abuso sexual por parte del 
clero y la negligencia por parte de los 
obispos en evitar tales abusos, uno 
podría verse tentado a renunciar a la 
Iglesia. Además, en este momento 
la Diócesis de New Ulm está bajo el 
capítulo 11 del Código de bancarrota. 
Pero, como muchos han dicho, la 
Iglesia es la Iglesia de Cristo.  El 
cuidará de todos nosotros si confiamos 
y nos encomendamos a él.  Aunque 
podría ser muy difícil, les pido que 
sean generosos con la Campaña para 
los Ministerios Diocesanos y sepan 
que sus donaciones serán destinadas 
para los ministerios en la diócesis.    

El Adviento
El primer domingo de Adviento es 
el 2 de diciembre.  El Adviento es 
un tiempo de alegría, caracterizado 
por la preparación de la venida 
del Cristo en Navidad y al final 
de los tiempos, como juez de los 
vivos y de los muertos. Algunos 
preparativos comprenden usar la 
corona de Adviento, la celebración 
del Sacramento de la Reconciliación 
o la confesión, asistir a misa todos 
los días, como también la oración, 
la penitencia y el ayuno.  Cuando 
seguimos estas prácticas que vienen 
del corazón, estaremos preparados 
para cantar en navidad:  

Oh ven, oh ven, Emmanuel,
y rescata de la cautividad a Israel,
que sufre un exilio solitario aquí,
hasta que aparezca el Hijo de Dios
¡Alégrate, Alégrate, Emmanuel! 
El vendrá a tí, oh Israel.

by Dennis Sadowski
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON – Their work 
begins with a phone call.

Whether the call is from 
someone who is angry, 
embarrassed, unsure of what 
to do or needs a friendly ear, 
diocesan and eparchial victim 
assistance coordinators are the 
face of the Church’s response 
to victims of sexual abuse by 
a church worker – clergy or 
otherwise.

It’s a line of work that is public 
in one sense but not all that well 
known in another. While their 
names often appear in parish 
bulletins, the faithful aren’t 
always sure of the role they 
play in the life of the Church.

Most importantly though, 
coordinators told Catholic News 
Service, theirs is a ministry built 
on compassion, created to show 
that the Catholic Church wants 
to help people in their recovery 
and reconciliation after an 
appalling violation of their 
human dignity.

“It’s about listening and 
communicating and identifying 
needs,” Kathleen Chastain, 
victim services coordinator in 
the Office of Child and Youth 
Protection in the Diocese of 
Kansas City – St. Joseph, 
Missouri, said of her work.

“There are calls now and then 
where people are just angry and 
venting, but the vast majority 
are people who are trying to 
find the way to reconciliation,” 
said Frank Moncher, a clinical 
psychologist who is victim 
assistance coordinator in the 
Diocese of Arlington, Virginia. 
“They’re hurt, they’re wounded. 
They’re obviously upset about 
the way things were handled 
in the past. But here they are 
looking for a way of finding 
peace.”

For Heather Banis, a clinical 
psychologist who is victim 
assistance coordinator for the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles, 
the idea of ministry is foremost 
in her work.

“My sense is that this is doing 
the right thing. When we couple 
what we do for healing with 
what we do for prevention, I 

feel like we’re moving steadily 
to a safe and more authentic 
response in regard to prevention 
and recovery needs,” she said.

The position of victim 
assistance coordinator was 
established in the “Charter 
for the Protection of Children 
and Young People” adopted 
by the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops in response 
to the sexual abuse crisis that 
exploded in 2002. Article 
2 of the charter states that 
“dioceses/eparchies are to have 
a competent person or person 
to coordinate assistance for 
the immediate pastoral care 
of persons who report having 
been sexually abused as minors 
by clergy or other church 
personnel.”

Deacon Bernard Nojadera, 
executive director of the 
Secretariat of Child and Youth 
Protection at the USCCB, 
said all 197 U.S. dioceses 
and eparchies have such a 
coordinator in place.

“In some cases, these are 
actually diocesan employees. In 
some cases, they are using an 
outside third party like Catholic 
Charities or a local mental 
health agency to provide these 
services. But there is someone 
they (survivors) can connect 
with, that can accompany the 
survivor victim on their journey 
toward healing,” Deacon 
Nojadera said.

Victim assistance programs are 
meant to show that the church 
cares about abuse victims, he 
added.

“Opening transparency is 
a big thing that needs to be 

carried out. Victim assistance 
coordinators are one way that 
that’s being carried out. They’re 
communicating that they’re 
promising to protect, promising 
to heal,” he said. 

“The victim assistance 
coordinator is one of the ways 
that the church is doing that, 
one of the ways of helping the 
bishops keep that promise of 
transparency.”

Banis, Chastain and Moncher 
know that when a victim 
reaches out to their office, it is 
a high bar to get over. Victims 
may have self-doubt, serious 
unmet mental health needs 
or skepticism that the church 
really will help. No matter the 
situation, they credited survivor 
victims for taking an important 
step.

“Somebody on their first call, it 
may be very unsettling. It’s not 
easy. It’s hard to do. There’s a 
lot of anxiety about that,” said 
Banis, who has been in her role 
since 2016 and has worked with 
the Los Angeles Archdiocese 
assisting with abuse claims for 
a decade.

Chastain, a onetime business 
consultant whose work in abuse 
awareness and prevention at her 
parish led to her appointment 
as coordinator, has been in the 
position for three years. She 
works side-by-side with an 
independent ombudsman in 
determining a survivor victim’s 
needs. The ombudsman is 
charged with understanding the 
facts of the allegation while 
Chastain’s role is to support the 
victim.

Victim assistance coordinators comfort 
in a behind-the-scenes ministry

(Continued on page 8)

No Tengas Miedo
La Peregrinación por la Sanación 

Diocese of New Ulm Victim Assistance Coordinator Sr. Candace 
Fier, ISSM, in her office at the Catholic Pastoral Center in New 
Ulm.                                              (Photo by Christine Clancy)
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social concerns

by Sam Patet
Prairie Catholic correspondent

SAN LUCAS, GUATEMALA – 
It’s been six years since Diocese 
of New Ulm priest Msgr. Gregory 
Schaffer died. Yet the mission 
parish he shepherded in Guatemala 
for nearly 50 years is as strong as 
ever and remaining faithful to his 
vision.

“This mission is doing incredibly 
well,” said Bill Peterson, executive 
director of the Friends of San 
Lucas, the nonprofit that manages 
U.S.-based support for the mission. 
“To have the opportunity to help 
lead this organization, it’s one of 
the most humbling experiences.”

The Diocese of New Ulm first 
began supporting the San Lucas 
Toliman mission in 1962, when 
Bishop Alphonse J. Schladweiler 
assigned Fr. Stan Martinka to the 
parish. Over the years, dozens 
of individuals have served there, 
including priests of the diocese, a 
dozen religious from the School 
Sisters of Notre Dame, and 
countless volunteers.

Yet many agree that Msgr. 
Schaffer’s tireless service played 
an invaluable role in shaping the 
mission into what it is today.

“He [Msgr. Schaffer] gave himself 
totally and completely for their 
benefit and for their good,” said 
Msgr. Eugene Lozinski, chancellor 
of the Diocese of New Ulm and 
a member of the Friends of San 
Lucas board of directors. He first 
visited the mission in 1990 and has 
gone back several times over the 
past five years.

“We want to keep alive his [Msgr. 
Schaffer’s] vision … to fulfill the 
rights they have as human beings: 
a right to decent housing, to 
education, to freedom of religion, 
to jobs, to all of those things that he 
worked so hard to give to [them],” 
Msgr. Lozinski said.

Peterson, who took the helm as 
executive director in late 2016, 
first visited the mission in 2008. 
Captivated by Msgr. Schaffer’s 
magnetic personality and the work 
he was doing, Peterson started 
bringing volunteer groups there 
from St. John the Evangelist 
Episcopal Church in Minneapolis, 
where he was working in youth and 
social justice ministry.

Peterson estimates that during 
his time at St. John’s, he brought 
around eight volunteer groups to 
the mission. Little by little, he 
began to see the full scope of what 

was being accomplished there.
“Once I became aware of all that, 
it was an extraordinary recognition 
of the depth and the breadth 
of commitment that Fr. Greg 
had and the mission had to that 
community,” he said.

Mission programs serving more 
people than ever
Many of the programs Msgr. 
Schaffer established are still in 
place, including the school, medical 
clinic, Health Promoters program, 
Women’s Center, home and stove 
construction projects, and Juan 
Anna Coffee sales. And as statistics 
from Friends of San Lucas annual 
reports show, many of these 
programs are growing.

In 2012, for example, the mission 
school had 512 students. Today, 
Peterson said, that number has 
grown to about 640. The year 2017 
saw more than 70 charity homes 
being built, up from 45 homes a 
year earlier. And between 2015 and 
2017, the number of stoves that 
were built for families increased 
from around 200 to nearly 300.

Peterson estimates the mission 
serves around 25,000 people each 
year.

A critical factor that’s fueled this 
success is the leadership that’s in 
place. “Everybody that works for 
the mission understands … that 
they are part of a bigger program of 
service to help bring the kingdom 
of God a little bit closer,” Peterson 
said.

That’s why the mission has been 
providing additional training 
to many of its staff – including 
teachers, health promoters, 
and administrators – so that, in 
Peterson’s words, they can “grow 

into their positions.”

“People around the world don’t 
lack for ability; they lack for 
opportunity,” he said. The mission 
staff, he continued, “have risen 
to a level of competencies that’s 
extraordinary.”

He’s also excited for a first-of-its-
kind retreat in November that will 
bring together key leaders from 
the mission and the Friends of San 
Lucas. The goal of the gathering 
in San Lucas Toliman, Peterson 
said, is to deepen relationships and 
build greater trust between the two 
groups.

Challenges need prayer, support
Still, the mission has had its share 
of challenges since the Friends 
of San Lucas took over for the 
Diocese of New Ulm in 2012.
A perennial one is raising sufficient 
funds for the mission, but both 
Peterson and Msgr. Lozinski are 
pleased with the nonprofit’s success 
thus far. “We have been very stable 
in this transition period, but part of 
the work now is to make sure that 
we’re going to be stable into the 
years, decades, [and], God willing, 
the generations ahead,” Peterson 
said.

The most significant challenge the 
mission faces is transitioning to 
life without Msgr. Schaffer. “We 
cannot be as focused on a single 
personality as we were when Fr. 
Greg was alive, nor should we 
be,” Peterson said. The mission’s 
focus the last six years has been 
“trying to live into who I think 
Fr. Greg dreamed we could be as 
an organization, as a community 
serving the people of San Lucas.”

When asked what Catholics in 
the diocese can do to support the 

mission, Msgr. Lozinski gave a 
simple directive: pray, become 
educated, and provide support.

“Even though we have this separate 
organization – the Friends of San 
Lucas – the Diocese of New Ulm 
is still very much a part of that 
mission, and needs to continue to 
be part of that mission,” he said.

“The Diocese of New Ulm – the 
people who support the mission – 
have every right to feel proud of 
this real jewel in the crown that 
grew out of the Diocese of New 
Ulm,” Peterson said.

Mission doing well thanks to strong leadership and continued support
Facts

San Lucas Toliman 
Mission 

•  Number of employees: 104
•  Seven areas of service:
    -  Education (the school)
    -  Health care (including  
       the medical clinic and Health 
       Promoters program)
    -  Construction projects
       (including block homes and
        stoves)
    -  Charity with Dignity Program
    -  Women’s Center
    -  Visitor’s program
    -  Juan Anna Coffee

Facts 
Friends of San Lucas

•  Executive director: Bill Peterson
•  Number of employees: 3.5 FT
•  501(c)3 nonprofit consists of a 
   six-member board of directors; 
   14-member advisory council

In 2017–2018:
 Total Revenues = $2.383 million
 Total  Expenses = $2.082 million
 
Number of donors in 2016-2017         
equals more than  2,000

The mission elementary school, Colegio Monseñor Gregorio Schaffer, is one of the pioneer programs 
of the San Lucas mission, striving for more than 50 years to provide holistic and affordable education. 
Founded in 1967 by Fr. Greg Schaffer and a group of School Sisters of Notre Dame, Colegio Monseñor 
Gregorio Schaffer was the first school in the San Lucas area that made education a viable option for the 
Maya children of the area. To learn more about the mission and the Friends of San Lucas, visit
www.sanlucasmission.org.                                                                                             (Photo submitted)

GUATEMALA – The Minnesota Knights of Columbus and the 
Global Wheelchair Mission have teamed up to bring wheelchairs 
to those who lack freedom of mobility. On May 30, Bob Penas, left, 
who is the current KC State Deputy and also a member of Holy 
Family parish in Silver Lake, along with Immediate past KC State 
Deputy Joe Konrardy, arrived at the San Lucas Toliman mission to 
help distribute a container of over 200 wheelchairs to patients at 
the Hospital Monseñor Gregorio Schaffer. Numerous home visits 
allowed delivery directly to those who could not travel. For photos 
and a video of this great act of charity, visit www.mnknights.org/
guatemala-wheelchair-distribution/. 
                                                (photo by American Wheelchair Mission)

Knights offer hope to those 
who lack mobility
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Patricia Munson, Mark and Jennifer 
Smith, David and Jeanette Stottrup, 
Ethelyn Tellers

Our Lady of Victory, Lucan
Richard and Mary Ann Kramer, 
Robert and Julie Plaetz, Dennis 
and Jane Plaetz, Joseph and Lorna 
Plaetz, Al and Kathy Plaetz, Delbert 
Skoblik, Ray and Alice Thull, Fr. 
Anthony Hesse* 

St. Michael, Madison
Michael and Sue Bredeck, Paul 
Holzemer, Greg and Kristine 
Monson

Our Lady, Manannah
Fr. Brian Mandel*, Mark Shepersky, 
Michael Wuertz

Holy Redeemer, Marshall
Magdalen Bergstrom, Gregory and 
Paula Boerboom, Greg and Suzanne 
Cattoor, James and Jan Fuhrmann, 
Evelyn Henderson, Lois Henkel, 
Sherry Karen Johnson, Tom and 
Jodi Kesteloot, Dennis and Evelyn 
Louwagie, Reinhold and Connie 
Mathiowetz, Kenneth and Janice 
Noyes, James and Wanda Ochocki, 
Dean and Doreen Peterson, Gabe 
and Jill Pieper, Thomas and Linda 
Sanders, Andrew and Tawny 
Schotzko, Margaret Schubert, Curt 
and Lori Timmerman, Matthew and 
MacKenzie Weller, Joe and Jane 
Willett, Fr. Paul Wolf

St. Michael, Milroy
David and Patricia Zwach

St. Edward, Minneota
Bruce and Juanita Bot, Darrell and 
Martha Breyfogle, Mark Buysse, 
Fr. Patrick Casey*, Doug and Julie 
Janiszeski, James and Mary Myhre, 
Fr. Keith Salisbury*, Scott and 
Debbie Thooft

St. Joseph, Montevideo
Knights of Columbus - Council 
1551, Linda Busch, Fr. Patrick 
Casey*, Kathleen Powers, Darin 
Ries, Fr. Paul Timmerman*

St. Michael, Morgan
Duane and Kristine Anderson, 
Thomas and JoAnn Green, Arnold 
and Emma Iffert, Kenneth and 
Virginia Landkammer, Myron and 
Becky Mathiowetz, Fr. Andrew 
Michels*, Patrick and Colleen Wildt

Sacred Heart, Murdock
Richard and Paulette Collins, Mary 
Matthews

Cathedral, New Ulm
Michael and Becky Boyle, Dcn. 
Richard and Gwen Christiansen, 
Florian and Rosemary Dittrich, 
Bradley and Jaclyn Finstad, Patrick 
Herzog, Roy and Helen Janni, Earl 
and LaRae LaPlante, David and 
Jacqueline Lynn, Leo and Carol 
Marti, Richard and Monica Mueller, 
Gerald and Lorie Reinarts, Marilyn 
Reinhart*, Msgr. John Richter*, 

Ronald and Barb Schoo, Steve and 
Tricia Schreiber, David Zenk

St. Mary, New Ulm
Terry and Janet Dempsey, Dr. Mario 
and Christine DeSouza, Mike and 
Jane Domeier, Patrick and Nicole 
Eckstein, Msgr. Douglas Grams, 
David and Anita Hoffmann, Thomas 
and Sharon Holzer, Thomas and 
Janet Keaveny, Chuck and Carolyn 
Keller, Mike and Kathy King, Drs. 
Terence and Francille Knowles, 
Douglas and Paulette Kral, Dean and 
Shirley Laraway, Mary O’Connor, 
Fr. Germain Rademacher, Robert and 
Gayle Ranweiler, Marilyn Reinhart*, 
Mary Reinhart, George Stueber

St. Paul, Nicollet
Fr. Todd Petersen*, Eugene and 
Sharon Retka, Dcn. Steven and Buffy 
Spilman

Holy Rosary, North Mankato
Eugene and Shirley Brandt, Michael 
Brumm, Richard and Sue Cashman, 
Marion Giefer, Joseph Kunkel, Dr. 
James and Darlene Schorn

St. Aloysius, Olivia
Fr. Patrick Casey*, Joe Hennen

St. John, Ortonville
Joseph and Hillary Henrich, Maureen 
Kostiuk, Roman and Carol Taffe

St. Catherine, Redwood Falls
Winifred Balkenol, Scott and 

Shelly Baune, Richard and Joanne 
Horejsi, Richard and Lorraine 
Jacoby, Douglas and Teresa Karsky, 
Elizabeth Lange, Ernest and Melissa 
Meyer, Paul and Marvel Pryor, 
Thomas and Deborah Stotesbery

Holy Redeemer, Renville
Fr. Patrick Casey*, Roger and Gina 
Hagen, Raymond and Marge Martin, 
Petri and Janice Papinaho

St. Leo, St. Leo
Fr. Keith Salisbury*

St. Peter, St. Peter
Jeff and Peggy Borgmeier, Elizabeth 
Burke, Jeffrey and Sharon Crowley, 
Margaret Fitzpatrick, William and 
Rosemary Johnson, Dennis and Jean 
Millner, Michael and Susie Miner, 
Fr. Todd Petersen*, Brad and Luann 
Schloesser, Russ and Sue Serbus, 
Kenneth and Marlaine Smisek, 
Maurice and Evie Thelemann, 
Elizabeth Ziemann

St. Mary, Seaforth
Dallas and Joann Dolan, Fr. Anthony 
Hesse*, Thomas and Connie 
Johanneck, Doris Petracek

St. John the Baptist, Searles
Gregory Griebel, Tom and Ione 
Grossmann

Holy Family, Silver Lake
Marvin and Suzann Ernhart, Steve 
and Fiammetta Householder, 

Lawrence and Kathleen Mottl, 
John and Kathy Nowak, Robert and 
Peni Jo Penas, Richard and Patricia 
Rotzien, Kenneth and Kathleen 
Snegosky, Brian and Julie Stibal

St. Mary, Sleepy Eye
Dorothy Klein, Dcn. Mark and 
Tami Kober, Armin and Lucille 
Losleben, Msgr. Eugene Lozinski, 
Glen and Lana Mathiowetz, Diane 
Maurer, Russ and Ann McCabe, Dcn. 
Michael and Gina McKeown, Fr. 
Andrew Michels*, Ron and Melissa 
Miller, Robert Novotny, Wayne and 
Patti Pelzel, Joan Portner, Msgr. John 
Richter*, Mark and Anita Schwartz, 
Joseph and Judy Schwartz, John and 
Rosemary Schwartz, Arthur Sellner, 
David and Kathleen Sellner, Beverly 
Sellner, Charles and Kathy Spaeth

Our Lady of the Lakes, Spicer
Ron and Verdonna Dobbs, Leon 
Duchene, Andrew and Joyce 
Kroneberger, Patrick and Mary 
Laib, Ron and Diane Pyka, Robert 
and Celeste Rekieta, Jose and Mely 
Rojas, Ron Schmitz, Fr. Jerome 
Paulson*

St. Raphael, Springfield
Glenna Boyle, Gordon and Jodi 
Pieschel, Paul and Sharon Pieschel, 
Fr. Philip Schotzko

St. Boniface, Stewart
Fr. Patrick Casey*, Allan and Phyllis 
Maiers, John and Wendy Tanata

St. Mary, Tracy
Alita Lenertz, Gary and Patricia 
Peterson

St. Dionysius, Tyler
Fr. Ronald Huberty*, Doug and Janel 
Possail, Ronald and Rhonda Wiering

St. Anne, Wabasso
Fr. Patrick Casey*, Fr. Anthony 
Hesse*, Brent and Jane Imker, Craig 
and Margaret Palan, Chuck and 
Joann Robasse, Clarence and Doris 
Rothmeier, Alfred and Florence 
Salfer, Charlotte Salfer, William and 
Mary Schwarz

St. Paul, Walnut Grove
Fr. Robert Mraz

St. Mathias, Wanda
Cletus and Barbara Beranek, Richard 
and Mary Berg, Fr. Patrick Casey*, 
Fr. Anthony Hesse*, David and 
Cindy Moldan, Gerald and Lucy 
Moldan, Alex Rohlik, Daniel and 
Linda Weber

St. Anthony, Watkins
John and Mary Gruenes

St. George, West Newton
Rosemary Franta, Brad and Diane 
Franta, Dennis and Dolores Franta, 
James and Rita Gleisner, James and 
Elizabeth Murray

St. John, Wilno
Fr. Ronald Huberty*, Kevin and Judy 
Leibfried, Eugene and Aileen Paluch, 
Steven and Carol Ratajczak, William 
and Wendy Sterzinger

St. Mary, Willmar
Anthony and Mary Amon, Edward 
and Marcia Arndorfer, Joan Conway, 
Harry and Karen Fenstra, Ann 
Forbrook, Myron and Elaine Frank, 
Edward and Katherine Green, Martin 
and Amy Janning, Marion Larsen, 
Harold and Mary Jo Larson, James 
and Rose Larson, David and Judy 
Lux, Bob and Jean Masters,
Fr. Jerome Paulson*, Mary Schnell, 
Louise Thoma, Mary Wallin

Holy Trinity, Winsted
Stanley and Sue Bebo, Fr. Eugene 
Brown, Dennis and Sue Dunne, 
Cheryl Heimerl, Wayne and 
Margaret Heiser, Walter Kerber, 
Robert and Irene Kutz, Charles 
and Barb Millerbernd, Joseph 
and Melissa Neumann, Craig and 
Shari Remer, Thomas and Kristin 
Scherping, Francis and Germaine 
Schommer, Fr. Paul Schumacher, 
Gerard Stifter, Patrick and Rebecca 
Wood

St. Francis, Winthrop
Fr. Jeffrey Horejsi*, Kevin and Sue 
Lauwagie, Dcn. Roger and Pam 
Osborne, John and Minnie Sloot

Gifts without designation:
Bishop John M. LeVoir, Mary Lou 
Mathiowetz, Fr. William Sprigler

*Donors assigned their single gift 
to several parishes with which they 
have been or are currently affiliated. 

(Guild membership continued)

Each year it costs nearly $15,000 per seminarian to assist in the formation of those in minor seminary and 
nearly $40,000 per seminarian in major seminary. Your gift to the Diocesan Ministries Appeal helps offset 
these costs. Diocese of New Ulm seminarians pictured from left are Nathan Hansen of St. John, Darwin; 
James Herzog of Cathedral of the Holy Trinity, New Ulm; John Hayes of St. Gregory the Great, Lafayette; 
Evan Huebl of St. John the Evangelist, New Prague; Luke Miller of St. Mary, Sleepy Eye; Joshua Bot of St. 
Edward, Minneota; Tanner Thooft of St. Edward, Minneota; Samuel Rosemeier of St. Bridget, De Graff; and 
Shawn Polman of St. Mary, Cottonwood.    

Your gift to the DMA makes priestly 
formation for our seminarians possible!

special report special report

he annual Diocesan Ministries 
Appeal (DMA) is set to begin 
in parishes in the Diocese 

of New Ulm the weekend of Nov. 
17-18. In preparation, Deacon Mike 
McKeown, diocesan director of 
Development, sat down with The 
Prairie Catholic to answer some 
general questions regarding the 
appeal. 

Q. How does the Diocesan 
Ministries Appeal (DMA) help each 
of us as Catholics in the Diocese of 
New Ulm?

A. In our small, rural diocese 
there are many ministries and core 
services that would be difficult for 
parishes to afford on their own. This 
year’s DMA provides critical support 
and resources for six vital ministries: 
Catholic Charities, vocations, youth 
ministry, Catholic schools, social 
concerns, and hispanic ministry. 
These ministries are making a 
difference and are helping to carry 
out Christ’s ministry.

Q. Every year the DMA is based 
on a theme. What is the 2018 theme 
and what does it represent?

A. This year’s DMA theme is A Gift 
of Self. The theme was chosen as a 
reminder of the impact that we can 
have when we generously sacrifice 
for the good of another.

Q. How is the DMA conducted?

A. Annually, the DMA begins 
in November and concludes in 
September of the following year. 
The appeal includes a direct mail 
outreach to every registered Catholic 
household in the diocese as well 
as an in-pew pledge process. 
Parishioners can expect to receive 
a promotional brochure along 
with a letter from the bishop soon. 
Information about the DMA along 
with the 2018 DMA video is posted 
on the Diocese of New Ulm Web 
site. (www.dnu.org/dma/)

Q. Is there a guide for how much 
to contribute?

A. Members of the diocese will be 
asked to contribute as generously as 
they can in relation to what God has 
so graciously given to them. Gifts to 
the DMA qualify as a tax deduction 
under current tax laws. And I want to 
assure the people of the diocese that 
their gifts to the DMA are restricted 
gifts meaning they will only be used 
to help support the six designated 
ministries along with a portion that 
is returned to the donors parish.

Q. Many already support their 
parish. Isn’t that enough?

A. The DMA provides the 
opportunity to support our broader 

Church family – the Diocese of New 
Ulm. Giving to the DMA supports 
ministries and services that are 
difficult for individual parishes to 
provide on their own.

Q. What is the 2018 DMA goal?

A. The goal for the 2018 campaign 
is $1,000.000. This is the same goal 
as last year’s campaign.

Q. Was last year’s goal met?

A. Yes. The response to last year’s 
DMA was very positive which 
in return exceeded the goal. The 
total amount of cash and pledges 
amounted to $1,053,778. 

Q. Can subsequent payments to 
the DMA be made over a period of 
time?

A. Yes. When a donor pledges 
with a credit card, the subsequent 
payments can be automatically 
charged on the schedule the donor 
desires. If fulfilling the pledge 
by check, the donor will receive 
regular reminders from the Office 
of Development. Donors may also 
choose to use electronic giving 
through their bank or a credit card as 
indicated on their pledge card. 

Q. How do parishes financially 
benefit from the DMA?

A. Twenty percent of every DMA 
contribution is gifted to the donor’s 
parish to be used for a designated 
project of choice. You can track your 
parish’s progress on the diocesan 
Web site. (www.dnu.org/dma/)

Q. Are there other ways to 
contribute other than monetary?

A. While cash gifts and pledges 
are most common, it may be 
advantageous to the donor to make 
a gift of stock, bonds, grain, or other 
commodities.

The Bishop’s Guild is a recognition 
society of individuals who give to 
the Diocesan Ministries Appeal 
at a level of $1,000 or greater per 
year. Membership is divided into 
three Circle of Faith levels: Gold 
represents a gift of $5,000 or more; 
Silver, $2,500 or more, and Bronze, 
$1,000 or more. 

GOLD
John Altenburg – Cathedral, New 
Ulm; Conrad and Elaine Hennen 
– St. Eloi, Ghent; John and Sharon 
Illikman – St. Mary, New Ulm; 
Curtis and Christie Louwagie – St. 
Mary, Cottonwood; Glen and Deb 
Schilling – St. Peter, St. Peter

SILVER
Rick and Ruth Bot – St. Edward, 
Minneota; Daniel and Grace 
Coudron – Holy Redeemer, 
Marshall; Joan Gawarecki – SS 
Peter & Paul, Ivanhoe; Brian and 
Kristin Gruhot – Holy Redeemer, 
Marshall; Gary and Danelle Hauser 
– St. Mary, New Ulm; Kerry and 
Becky Knakmuhs – St. Paul, Walnut 
Grove; Jay and Vawn Krzmarzick 
– Holy Trinity, Winsted; Brian and 
Ronda Mathiowetz – Undesignated; 
Timothy and Lora Rahe – Cathedral, 
New Ulm; Thomas and Jan 

Rauenhorst – Undesignated; Steve 
and Juli Sanders – Holy Redeemer, 
Marshall; Fr. George Schmit – St. 
Mary, Bird Island; Nancy St. Sauver 
– St. Andrew, Granite Falls; Dcn. 
Paul and Julie Treinen – St. John, 
Ortonville; Ted and Donna Welter – 
St. Joseph, Henderson; Ellwood and 
Beth Zabel – St. Mary, New Ulm

BRONZE
St. Mary, Arlington
Dave and Dee Czech, Dcn. Timothy 
and Debra Dolan*, Duane and 
Patricia Geib, Gregory and Maurine 
Goblirsch, Daniel and Nancy Hislop, 
Michael and Mary Noack, Kevin and 
Jane Steinborn

St. Francis, Benson
Dick and Colette Hanson, Leslie 
Honebrink, William and Janet 
Luzum, Mitch and Katie Maurer, 
Gregory and Julie Zniewski, Timothy 
and Carol Mattheisen

St. Mary, Bird Island
Amy Hollan, Fr. Dennis Labat, 
Ronald Willey

St. Peter, Canby
Rex and Lori Van Dyke, Fr. Keith 
Salisbury*

St. Clara, Clara City

Robert Brix, Tom and Sandra Gunter, 
Keith and Cheri Levitz, Joseph and 
Alice Thissen, Fr. Paul Timmerman*

St. Paul, Comfrey
Martha Fredin, Fr. Andrew Michels*

St. Mary, Cottonwood
David and Kyong Ae Paskach, Fred 
and Elizabeth Plaetz, Jerry and 
Donna Sanders

St. John, Darwin
Fr. Patrick Casey*, Weston and 
Mary Jo Edwards, John and Kristan 
Haffley, Fr. Brian Mandel*

St. James, Dawson
Fr. Paul Timmerman*

St. Andrew, Fairfax
Fr. John Brunner, Fred Kienlen, 
Leroy Nosbush, Bradley and Sara 
Nosbush, George and Marian 
Wendinger, Fr. Jeffrey Horejsi*

Sacred Heart, Franklin
Fr. Jeffrey Horejsi*

St. Michael, Gaylord
Dcn. Timothy and Debra Dolan*, 
Douglas and Iris Parrott, Nathan and 
Cindy Posivio, Richard and LaDonna 
Reinhart

St. Eloi, Ghent
Lyle and Lola Decock, Fr. Keith 
Salisbury*, Dale and Lila Schmidt, 
Shirley Sussner, Jerry and Carolyn 
Van Keulen

St. Willibrord, Gibbon
Fr. Jeffrey Horejsi*, Melvin and 
Genny Neyers, Jerome and Mary 
Petersen

St. Pius, Glencoe
Lanette Dammann, Ronald and 
Debra Donnay, Shawn and Anna 
Enright, Bruce and Denise Johnson, 
Jeff and Denise Lueders, Barry and 
Susan Mielke

Holy Rosary, Graceville
Larry and Nancy Deutsch, Donald 
and Geraldine Diekmann, LeRoy 
Doll, Roger and Betty Frisch, Audrey 
Rahrlien

St. Andrew, Granite Falls
Joann Masters, Fr. Paul Timmerman*

St. Brendan, Green Isle
Fr. John Berger, Dcn. Timothy and 
Debra Dolan*, Michael and Sue Vos

St. Anastasia, Hutchinson
James and Catherine Allen, Dolores 
Brunner, Tom Burich, Fr. Patrick 
Casey*, Nole and Nicole German, 

Larry and Betty Gunderson, Tom 
and Mary Inglis, Leon and Patricia 
Johnson, Shawn and Jessica Knorr, 
Jeffrey and Gail Lehn, Thomas 
and Mary Jo Lyke, Emmet and 
Marge McCormick, Tom and Linda 
McGraw, Fr. Gerald Meidl, Roselyn 
Peterson, Richard and Bea Prellwitz

SS. Peter & Paul, Ivanhoe
Archie and Connie Citterman, Robert 
Knoff, Chad and Pam Olsen, Fr. 
Ronald Huberty* 

St. Gregory, Lafayette
Thomas and Patricia Hayes

St. Genevieve, Lake Benton
Fr. Ronald Huberty*

St. Joseph, Lamberton
Fred and Dolores Berg, Craig and 
Barb Wetter

Japanese Martyrs, Leavenworth
Paul and Julie Anderson, Father 
Andrew Michels*

St. Philip, Litchfield
Charles and Ann Fuller, Teresa 
Hankins, Mark and Cindy Hergott, 
Anthony Lorber, Fr. Brian Mandel*, 

Bishop’s Guild membership making a difference in appeal’s success

Annual appeal supports vital ministries parishes unable to provide on own

T

(Guild membership continued)
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This month’s question:
Why do Catholics have to get married in a church?

Each time I drive into the Twin 
Cities, I pass a big building on the 
highway that advertises, “Have 
Your Wedding Here!”

This is a perfect example of what 
today we described as the age of 
“destination weddings.”  Typically 
that term is used to describe an 
exotic location where guests are 
invited to travel for a wedding.  I 
have heard of couples going to a 
Caribbean island or an exclusive 
resort in a tropical place so that 
they can get married on a scenic 
beach. However, couples will also 
ask about a wedding on a family 
farm or in the backyard of a home. 

Weddings not within a church 
building has developed into one of 
those “cultural” trends that I see as 
both a challenge and an opportunity 
for the Catholic Church. 

It is a challenge because sadly often 

 by Fr. Mark Steffl, STL, JCL 

Ask a Canon Lawyer

couples see a church building as 
one of many options for a wedding. 
But, it is also an opportunity for 
those around the couple to remind 
them about why weddings should 
take place in sacred locations and 
not in some other, exotic place.

Decades ago it would have been 
a very rare event for even non-
Catholics to be invited to a wedding 
that did not take place in a church 
building.  

I remember as a boy hearing that 
when the Mall of America was 
being built in Bloomington that 
there would even be a “wedding 
chapel” as part of its novelty.

So, why would the Church 
expect a couple to get married 
in a church building? And, why 
does the Catholic Church not 
permit weddings in these exotic 
destinations?  

The discussion starts with what 
the church building signifies. The 
church building is a community’s 
“house of God” and also a spiritual 
“home” for Catholics in the same 

way that a house is an individual 
or family’s home. It is more than 
“just a place” for an event, but also 
the place where – unlike any other 
place – the Lord dwells among us 
in the Tabernacle.

The church building signifies and 
represents the parish community, 
such that even if no one from the 
parish is present for a parish event, 
it still is a representation of the 
Catholic faith that unites the people 
who call the parish church their 
spiritual home.

Canon Law (the laws that govern 
Catholic practices and the 
sacraments) suggests that the proper 
place for all of the seven sacraments 
(Baptism, Holy Eucharist, 
Confirmation, Reconciliation, 
Anointing of the Sick, Marriage, 
and Holy Orders) to be celebrated 
in a parish church. There can be 
exceptions to this, such as a priest 
hearing a confession of a penitent 
in a parish office at the end of a 
pastoral discussion, or an infirm 
person receiving the Anointing of 
the Sick in a hospital, or a Mass 
being celebrated for the residents of 

a long-term care facility or nursing 
home who could not otherwise 
come to a parish church.

The Sacrament of Marriage 
is considered a public act, not 
simply a private event.  Although 
invitations are sent to family 
and friends, to invite guests to a 
parish church for a liturgical event 
(meaning one that is primarily 
set within a prayer) is already a 
message to one’s guests as to what 
the couple believes marriage to be 
and who is being included in those 
vows, namely a third party who we 
name “Lord.” 

This is captured in the introduction 
that the priest or deacon says to the 
couple before they exchange their 
vows:
“Dearly beloved. You have come 
together into the house of the 
Church, so that in the presence 
of the Church’s minister and the 
community your intention to enter 
into marriage may be strengthened 
by the Lord with a sacred seal. 
Christ abundantly blesses the 
love that binds you. Through a 
special sacrament, he enriches and 
strengthens those he has already 
consecrated by Holy Baptism 
that they may be faithful to each 
other for ever and assume all the 

responsibilities of married life.  And 
so, in the presence of the Church, I 
ask you to state your intentions . . .”

As a sacrament, a marriage that 
begins in the house of the Lord 
hopefully will, with God’s Grace, 
find its completion also in and with 
the Lord in eternal life.  

The parish priest desires only to 
provide the couple with all the 
help and assistance that he can to 
give the couple what they need to 
properly discern the vocation of 
marriage, and provide them with a 
fitting location to prayerfully enter 
into the Sacrament of Marriage, in 
the house of God that is the Church.  

NEXT COLUMN:  What do I tell 
my son or daughter who got married 
outside of the Church?

Editor’s note: Fr. Mark Steffl serves 
as judicial vicar of the Office of the 
Tribunal for the Diocese of New 
Ulm and is a canon lawyer.

Do you have a question 
regarding canon law that you 
would like to see answered here? 
E-mail The Prairie Catholic at 
cclancy@dnu.org. In the subject 
area indicate “Ask a canon 
lawyer.”

“We could accompany them to the 
police for a statement and pulling 
in any professional counselor 
or spiritual adviser. Sometimes 
it’s sitting with the bishop. And 
it’s figuring out what it is that 
they need to help them on their 
journey,” Chastain said.

“For the most part, the victims are 
very grateful (for what we do),” 
she added.

Moncher, in his position for six 
months, said he has found that 
most of the survivors who call the 
office are “people of strong faith.”

“They’ve been asked, ‘Why 
haven’t you given up on the 
Church?’ Their answers have 
been, ‘It’s the people who made 
the mistake. The Church is still the 
Church,’” he said.

Such deep faith in the Church 
has been inspiring for the 
coordinators. They said that while 
survivor victims want justice from 
the Church, they also desire to 
stay connected with the broader 
Catholic community, the body of 
Christ.

In some cases, the coordinator’s 
office regularly convenes support 
groups of survivor victims. In 
Arlington, the gatherings differ 
from meeting to meeting. One 
may offer advice on healing and 
the next may be a holy hour 
of prayer and reflection. “The 
benefit of the group is fighting 
against the isolation that they feel 
when they’re going through this, 
Moncher said.

Banis keeps a list of survivors 
whom she can contact to air ideas 
for outreach and programs for 
support. “We are doing our best 
to stay relevant and authentic in 
these efforts,” she told CNS.

The coordinators agreed that the 
entire church has a role in helping 
abuse survivors achieve healing 
and reconciliation and working 
to help perpetrators face the harm 
they have committed. “We’re 
the body of Christ together and 
that we as a community can heal 
together if we recognize each and 
every member and hold those who 
have harmed accountable in a 
reconciliatory manner,” Chastain 
said. “And we need to believe 
and validate and support and care 

for these survivors, who, even if 
they’ve left the church, are a part 
of our community.”

Banis closed by offering advice 
to those who criticize survivor 
victims for waiting years to report 
their abuse.

“I want people to take a moment 
to think about what it would be 
like to be a child and to have 
heard from their parents that this 
person (abuser) is one of the most 
respected persons you will ever 
meet and a representative of God,” 

Banis said. “To be harmed by 
that person, perhaps threatened 
by that person or perhaps in some 
way made to feel complicit is 
a powerful deterrent to a small 
child who is afraid, who has been 
frightened and is afraid of what 
could happen next and who has 
been told not to be expected to be 
believed.

“This is something that changes 
people’s lives. It changes what 
they feel about themselves, their 
families and certainly how they 
feel about God.”

She continued, “I want to caution 

people before we’re quick to judge 
and dismiss and ask, ‘Why now?’ 
Just remember what it’s like to 
be 6 or 7 years old or 12 or 13 
years old and to be caught up in 
something you cannot possibly 
understand. I just feel like we need 
to have more compassion.”

Banis added, “It’s a community 
effort to live up to our 
responsibilities to make the 
healing begin.”

Copyright © 2018 Catholic News 
Service www.CatholicNews.com 

Reprinted with permission of CNS.

(Continued on from page 4)
Anyone who has suffered 
sexual abuse or exploitation 
by a cleric of the Diocese of 
New Ulm should immediately 
report such misconduct to 
local law enforcement. They 
are encouraged to contact the 
Victim Assistance Coordinator 
or the Bishop’s Delegate in 
Matters Pertaining to Sexual 
Misconduct, 1421 6th Street 
North, New Ulm, MN 56073, 
phone: 507-233-5313, for 
counseling or assistance, if that is desired.

Toda persona que fue víctima de abuso o explotación sexual por parte 
de un clérigo de la Diócesis de New Ulm debe reportar dicha mala 
conducta a las autoridades policiales inmediatamente.  Se les exhort 
ponerse en contacto con el Coordinador de Asistencia para victimas 
o el Delegado del Obispo en cuestiones sobre el mal comportamiento 
sexual, 1421 6th Street North, New Ulm, MN 56073, teléfono: 507-233-
5313, hay consejería o asistencia disponible si así lo desea. 

Belief, validation, support, and care crucial in the healing for survivors



PITTSBURGH – Fifteen women 
from the diocese of New Ulm 
were among those attending the 
the National Council of Catholic 
Women (NCCW) Convention 
Aug. 29 through Sept. 1 in 
Pittsburgh. Diocese of New Ulm 
CCW Spiritual advisor Msgr. 
Eugene Lozinski of St. Mary 
parish in Sleepy Eye also attended.

During the convention a number 

of speakers took the stage 
including the keynote Bishop 
Frank J. Caggiano of Bridgeport, 
Conn., who spoke powerfully on 
Disciples Called to be Joyful Signs 
of Contradiction in the World. 

NCCW Commission presentations 
showcased their work on human 
trafficking, and there were new 
mini retreats and an introduction 
of a program that unites United 

States Catholic school students 
with their counterparts in the Holy 
Land. 

The Education Committee guided 
attendees through the resource 
the committee prepared on Pope 
Francis’ encyclical Evangelii 
Gaudium, (Joy of the Gospel), the 
focus of the NCCW throughout 
the past year.

NEW ULM – Women in the 
Diocese of New Ulm serve in 
many ways, carrying out the 
mission of the Church. There are 
many tasks to be done and all are 
essential.

Honoring the value of the 
women who serve in these many 
capacities through the Diocesan 
Council of Catholic Women 
(DCCW), both on the parish 
and diocesan level, has become 
a tradition. Each year at the 
DCCW Convention, a woman of 

the diocese is named the DCCW 
Woman of the Year. The 2019 
convention will be held April 27 
at the Church of St. Anastasia in 
Hutchinson.

If you know of someone who 
shines like this from your parish, 
this is a great time for her to be 
recognized

Nomination rules are: 
- Each nomination must be 
submitted by a group of three 
individuals.

Catholic life
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Diocese represented at national convention

by Fr. Aaron Johanneck

November is the month during 
which the Church remembers 
in a particular way the souls of 
the faithful departed. The month 
begins with the solemnity of All 
Saints on November 1.  

The next day, November 2, is the 
Commemoration 
of All the Faithful 
Departed, or All 
Souls’ Day. On 
this day we pray 
in a particular way 
for the souls of 
those who died in 
friendship with 
God, but who are 
still in need of purification. These 
are the souls in Purgatory. These 
souls are not yet in heaven, but 
they are on the way. The souls 
in Purgatory are guaranteed 
salvation. Our prayers and 
offerings on their behalf assist 
them as their imperfections and 
earthly attachments are burned 
away in the fire of God’s love, and 
as they are prepared to enter into 
the joy of heaven (cf. CCC 1030).

Each year, the month of November 
reminds us of the importance of 
praying for the dead. To pray for 
the dead (along with the living) 
is one of the Spiritual Works of 
Mercy. It is important that we not 
make presumptions about where a 
particular soul is after death. Only 
God knows the depths of the heart 
and the true state of anyone’s soul.  
When we presume that a soul is in 
heaven, or in hell for that matter, 
we do not see the need to pray for 
them. A soul in heaven does not 
need our prayers; and a soul in 
hell cannot benefit from them. We 
offer our prayers and have Masses 
celebrated for the dead, entrusting 
them to the love and mercy of 
God.  In this way those souls in 
need of prayers are not deprived 
of them.  

The reminder to pray for the 
dead that November offers us is 
also a good time to reflect on the 
purpose and importance 
of the funeral liturgy. The 
Church celebrates the 
funeral liturgy, especially 
within the Holy Mass, 
“to offer worship, praise, 
and thanksgiving to God 
for the gift of a life which 
has now been returned to 
God, the author of life and 

the hope of the just” (Order of 
Christian Funerals 5). Through 
the funeral rites, the Church 
“commends the dead to God’s 
merciful love and pleads for the 
forgiveness of their sins” (OCF 
6). The text of the traditional 
Introit or Entrance Antiphon given 
for the Funeral Mass reminds us 
that at the funeral we gather to 

pray for the repose 
of the soul of the 
deceased: “Eternal 
rest grant unto him/
her, O Lord, and 
let perpetual light 
shine upon him/her.” 
Confident in the love 
and mercy of God, 

we entrust the departed to him 
through our prayers.  

During the funeral, the Liturgy of 
the Word leads us to reflect on the 
Christian meaning of death. The 
readings from Scripture are not 
primarily about the one who has 
died, but about the hope we have 
in Jesus Christ. The homily, too, 
should “illumine the mystery of 
Christian death in the light of the 
risen Christ” and “must avoid the 
literary genre of funeral eulogy” 
(CCC 1688). The most profound 
consolation for those who mourn 
comes from the message of hope 
in life after death brought about 
through the Passion, Death, and 
Resurrection of Christ. 

During the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist of the Funeral Mass, the 
Church “expresses her efficacious 
communion with the departed: 
offering to the Father in the Holy 
Spirit the sacrifice of the Death 
and Resurrection of Christ, she 
asks to purify his child of his sins 
and their consequences, and to 
admit him to the Paschal fullness 
of the table of the Kingdom” 
(CCC 1689). The focus is always 
on Christ, who is the source of our 
hope and to whom we entrust the 
souls of the departed.

In November, and always, let us 
not deny the souls of our loved 

ones, nor the souls 
of any of the faithful 
departed, the benefit of 
our prayers.

Fr. Aaron Johanneck is 
director of the Office of 
Worship for the Diocese 
of New Ulm. 

Praying for the Dead in 
November and in the 
Funeral Liturgy

Sursum Corda
Reflections on the Sacred Liturgy

L i f t  U p  Yo u r  H e a r t s

Search is on for 2019 Woman of the Year
- More than one name from each 
parish may be submitted.

- Nominees should not have 
previously received this award.

- Current diocesan CCW voting 
board members are not eligible.

- Judging is based on family 
commitments, participation in 
parish activities and committees, 
involvement in CCW on all levels, 
and community activities.

- Nominations will be kept 
confidential until the award is 
presented at the convention. 

- Information about the nominee 
must be obtained without talking 
to the nominee.

Nomination forms are available 
from your Council of Catholic 
Woman parish president or 
contact Beth Boyle, NUDCCW 
1st Vice President, 110 Wilson 
Street, Tyler, MN 56178, 
jimbethboyle@gmail.com. 

Deadline for submitting a 
nomination is Jan. 30, 2019.

New Ulm Diocesan Council of Catholic Women from throughout the diocese along with their DCCW 
spiritual advisor, Msgr. Eugene Lozinski recently traveled to the National Council of Catholic Women 
Convention held in Pittsburgh. Front row from left is Heather Hoffman, Betty Thooft, Elizabeth Boyle, 
Irene Schmidt, and Msgr. Eugene Lozinski, New Ulm diocesan spiritual advisor. Second row Arlyce 
Anderson, Chris Heiderscheidt, Jane Steffes, Donna Sanders, Rose Jonas. Back, Marianne Schotzko, 
Shirley Nowak, Sharon Illikman, Dorothy Vandendriessche, Jackie Doom, and Rita Doyscher.     
                                                                                                                                  (Photo contributed)
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social concerns

ACTION ALERT!
Prepare yourself for election day 
November 6 with the Minnesota 
Catholic Conference’s wealth of 
resources. Go to MNCatholic.
org/election where you will 
find resources to form your 

conscience, cast an informed 
vote instead of simply 

conforming your vote to political 
ideologies, and ways to begin to 
transform politics in Minnesota. 

ST. PAUL –  Last year, the 
Minnesota Catholic Conference 
held its first Catholics at the 
Capitol, a massive event that 
brought thousands of Catholics to 
St. Paul for formation in faithful 
citizenship and a chance to speak 
to legislators directly. 
 
The next Catholics at the Capitol 
event will be held Tuesday, 
Feb 19, 2019.  This will be the 
second opportunity to gather with 
thousands of other Catholics from 
across Minnesota to advocate for 
Life and Dignity.
  
By being part of Catholics at 
the Capitol you will have the 
opportunity to hear from an 
incredible line-up of inspirational 
speakers, including Archbishop 
Charles J. Chaput of Philadelphia, 
Gloria Purvis of Black Catholics 
United for Life and EWTN’s 
Morning Glory radio program, 

AND a soon-to-be-unveiled V.I.P. 
speaker. 

It’s your voice that matters
Catholics at the Capitol provides 
Minnesota Catholics an 
opportunity to learn about key 
challenges facing our state, gain 
insights into effective advocacy, 
and talk with elected officials 
about the issues that matter to you.
 
To register or for information on 
how to spread the word visit the 
Minnesota Catholic Conference, 
https://catholicsatthecapitol.org/ to 
find videos, social media graphics, 
print materials, and more. 
 
Register today to reserve your 
spot as space is limited.

Editor’s note: Catholics at the 
Capitol is a collaborative effort of 
all of Minnesota’s dioceses. 

Catholics at the Capitol is 
back - Register today!

Faith in the Public Arena
Seek first the kingdom
by Jason Adkins

Faithful citizenship requires 
transcending the ideologies and 
partisan divides of our time 
and working primarily for the 
salvation of souls, not for short-
term political gain on high-profile 
issues.  

Though Christians can make 
prudential alignments with 
various candidates or parties to 
achieve specific goals, we should 
not conform to them or become 
beholden to them.  Rather, we 
should form our consciences, 
inform our political activity and 
votes, and transform the parties 
and our state.

Today’s challenge
A political arena not characterized 
by virtue or respect for the 
common good has left people 
angry and looking for leaders 
who speak to their core concerns.  
One temptation for Christians in 
this context is to give their full 
allegiance to one of the fragmented 
programs offered by parties and 
politicians—neo-liberal, neo-
Marxist, or populist. 

Each program speaks to authentic 
social concerns in some way.  But 
each also offers a strange mix 
of secular morality clothed in 
bastardized Christian vocabulary.  
The result is grotesque: revivals 
of racism and nativism, increasing 
attacks on First Amendment 
freedoms, and the cancerous 
spread of a throwaway culture 
that can rationalize disposing of 
the most vulnerable in our midst – 
among other things. 

These developments, while 
disturbing, should not surprise 
us.  Politics reflects culture, and 
as our nation becomes more 
secular, peoples’ horizons will 
inevitably shift from the eternal to 
the temporal. Political ideologies 
are so appealing because they 
promise a perfect world, here and 
now; they identify an enemy, offer 
simplistic solutions to destroy it, 
name the saviors, and promise 
renewal and lasting prosperity. 

But because they place all their 
hope in this world, they cannot 
tolerate dissent of any kind; 
everyone who does not subscribe 
fully to their agenda is an obstacle 
to progress. Here is where we 
find ourselves today: locked in an 
uncompromising power struggle 

between “left” and “right,” with 
little room for compromise or 
dialogue, because to do so would 
mean compromise with the 
“devil.” 

Two witnesses
Catholics can look to some of the 
saints as leaders who modeled 
faithful citizenship. Their lives 
demonstrate that the Gospel never 
loses its potency to transform 
human life and society, in 
whatever age or circumstance. 
Times may change, but the 
principles do not. 

One such witness is Archbishop 
Oscar Romero (canonized this 
October).  He was murdered for 
his condemnation of injustices 
in his native El Salvador and 
his constant exhortations to the 
perpetrators to repent or face the 
judgment of God.  

Though criticized as being a 
“political” (that is, partisan) 
bishop, his witness was rooted in 
a truly Gospel-centric vision of 
Our Lord’s care for the poor and 
the responsibility of the Church to 
proclaim the kingdom of God. He 
condemned ideology, corruption, 
and violence on all sides and 
instead stood for the dignity of 
the human person, especially the 
poor.  

Likewise, Servant of God 
Dorothy Day, who co-founded 
the Catholic Worker movement 
in the 1930s, was criticized for 
her refusal to take sides in the 
Spanish Civil War. Communists 
were killing clergy, religious, and 
lay Catholics by the thousands 
in Spain, and many allied (not 
imprudently) with the Franco 
regime, but Dorothy refused to be 
complicit in violence as a means 
of resolving social and political 
conflict.  

Instead, Dorothy built farming 
communes and houses of 
hospitality for the poor, advocated 
non-violent social change, and 
promoted economic democracy 
rooted in a system of widely 
distributed property.  Not content 
with either party, she rarely 
bothered to vote. 

These two figures courageously 
fought against injustice and 
worked for a better world, but the 
Church ultimately honors them 
because they witnessed to a vision 
of Christian social concern that 
extends far beyond party lines. 

Their goal was to bring about 
the Kingdom of God by making 
the world, as Day famously said, 
a place where “it is easier to be 
good.” 

Moving forward
In today’s context, there is so 
much focus on specific outcomes 
– ending abortion, ending poverty, 
protecting migrants, saving the 
environment – that we sometimes 
lose a vision of the whole and fall 
into the trap of an uncivil politics 
that dehumanizes others and ends 
in more anger.  

But Christians should refuse to 
be co-opted by the parties in this 
dis-integrated political dynamic. 
It undermines our Gospel witness.  
We ought to vote and work for 
social change but do so motivated 
above all by the love of God and 
neighbor, with Catholic social 
teaching as our foundation, 
while also maintaining a healthy 
detachment from specific political 
outcomes.  

God is ultimately sovereign over 
human affairs. This reality should 
free us from the need to win 
every battle in the short-term. 
The temporal order is passing 
away, and our priority is the 
Gospel command: “seek first the 
Kingdom and His righteousness 
…”  (Matt. 6:33). 

Jason Adkins is executive director 
of the Minnesota Catholic 
Conference

AND be sure to WATCH
the bishop’s of 

Minnesota Election-Year 
Video

Visit www.mncatholic.org/
resources/election/

ROME – The president of U.S. 
Bishops’ Conference welcomed 
the pledge by the Holy See 
regarding steps that will be taken 
to ensure the faithful are protected 
from the evil of sexual abuse.

“On behalf of my brother bishops 
in the United States, I welcome 
the statement of Oct. 6 from 
the Holy See which outlines 
additional steps Pope Francis 
is taking to ensure the faithful 
are protected from the evil of 
sexual assault,” Cardinal Daniel 
N. DiNardo said in a statement 
released Oct. 7 in Rome.

The cardinal is archbishop of 
Galveston-Houston and president 
of the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). 
He along with Archbishop Jose 
H. Gomez of Los Angeles, 
conference vice president, were 
in Rome for the Synod of Bishops 
Oct. 3-28. 

In the Oct. 6 statement, the 
Vatican said Pope Francis had 
ordered a thorough review of 
the archives of Vatican offices to 
study how the allegations were 
handled. 

“The Holy See is conscious that, 
from the examination of the facts 

and of the circumstances, it may 
emerge that choices were taken 
that would not be consonant with 
a contemporary approach to such 
issues. However, as Pope Francis 
has said: 'We will follow the path 
of truth wherever it may lead,'" 
the Vatican statement said.

Cardinal DiNardo, who earlier 
had requested a full investigation, 
said, “The truth will ensure 
terrible sins of the past are not 
repeated. The courage of abuse 
survivors who first brought the 
horrific truth of sexual abuse to 
light must continue to be matched 
by our courage as pastors to 
respond in justice.”

Cardinal DiNardo said in his 
statement that he and all the U.S. 
bishops “offer our prayers and 
solidarity for the Holy Father. We 
urge all in the Church, particularly 
the bishops, to reaffirm our 
communion with Pope Francis 
who is the visible guarantor of 
the communion of the Catholic 
Church. We unite in prayer and 
service with His Holiness as 
he leads the Church to meet 
our brothers and sisters in their 
suffering. With a pastor’s heart, 
the Holy Father calls us to a path 
of healing.”

U.S. bishops welcome steps 
Holy See is taking to ensure
faithful are protected
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Have you been married 65 years or more?
The Prairie Catholic will be honoring couples who are members of a parish in the Diocese of New Ulm and will be 
celebrating a 65th or beyond wedding anniversary in the year 2019. Complete this form and return it, along with a 
current photograph (no newspaper clippings, please), no later than Nov. 30, 2018 to The Prairie Catholic, 1421 
6th Street North, New Ulm, MN 56073, or e-mail them to cclancy@dnu.org. Announcements will be featured in the 
January/February 2019 edition.

Groom’s Name: _______________________________ Bride’s MAIDEN Name: _____________________________

Parish and City Where You Were Married: _____________________________ Date Married: ___________________

Number of Years Married As of Dec. 31, 2019: _________________________________________________________

Current Parish: _______________________City: _________________ Phone Number or E-mail: ________________

GREEN ISLE – Sam Meeker, a member of Boy Scout Troop 361, 
Norwood Young America, has achieved the Eagle Scout rank, the 
highest rank attainable in the Boy Scouts of America program. Only 
four percent of boy scouts are granted such an honor. Meeker 
is pictured standing beside his project that included designing, 
managing, and erecting a church sign at his home parish of St. 
Brendan in Green Isle. Located on the front lawn of the church, 
the sign includes brick pillars and landscaping and took over 140 
volunteer hours to complete. Meeker, a senior at Central High School 
in Norwood, is the son of Todd and Connie Meeker of Green Isle and 
the grandson of Arlene (Meyers) Marek of Arlington.       
                                                                                           

(Photo submitted)

St. Brendan parishioner 
receives Eagle Scout rank

by Christine Clancy
The Prairie Catholic

NEW ULM – A major effort to 
restore the Way of the Cross shrine 
located in New Ulm is underway. 
Completed in 1904 and entrusted 
to the Diocese of New Ulm, the 
historic shrine is a pathway of 14 
stations depicting scenes of the 
crucifixion of Jesus.

The statuary was made by the 
Bavarian Royal Academy of Art 
in Munich, Germany. Each station 
is labeled in both German and 
English. 

Restoration will be no simple task. 
According to Earl LaPlante, a 
member of the Way of the Cross 
committee and one of many 
caretakers of the 114-year-old 
shrine, the statuary was removed 
Aug. 23 following a condition 
report provided by the Midwest 
Art Conservation Center in 
Minneapolis. “The statues have 
been sent to Restorations Plus in 
St. Louis where they are being 
repaired, cleaned, and stripped of 
the existing paint, paying close 
attention to detail so they can 
be brought back to their original 
condition and color when they were 
first installed in 1904,” LaPlante 
said.

LaPlante said that the niches that 
protect the statuary have already 
been repaired, cleaned, and painted 

by a local company, resulting in the 
appearance of their original look.

 “A number of the interior of the 
niches had moisture damage,” 
LaPlante said. “The damage has 
been removed and the interior 
repainted close to the original light 
blue color,” he said.

Due to weathering and wood decay, 
LaPlante said that all the arch top 
windows of the niches are being 
replaced, also by a local company. 
“The new windows on the front 
of each niche will replicate the 
original windows and provide 
improved weather and insect 
protection to the interior of the 
niches and statues,” he explained.

LaPlante expects the statuary to 
be back in place hopefully by 
January if the weather conditions 
permit. “Snow or ice would make 
conditions dangerous. Therefore, 
install would need to wait until 
spring,” he said.

Editor’s note: The Way of the 
Cross shrine is located at 1500 
5th Street North, behind the 
Medical Center in New Ulm. The 
estimated cost of the restoration 
project is $34,866. Funding will 
be covered by donations and/or 
grants. Contributions can be sent 
to Diocese of New Ulm, Way of the 
Cross, 1421 6th Street North, New 
Ulm, MN 56073.

Major renovation effort for 
Way of the Cross shrine

by Claudia Broman
Prairie Catholic correspondent

A local author’s deep interest in 
the Stations of the Cross prompted 
her to tell the story of Simon of 
Cyrene, for which she was honored 
this summer by the Catholic Press 
Association (CPA).

Terri Michels, formerly Terri 
DeGezelle, is a writer based in 
Mankato, and is a member of the 
Church of St. Peter in St. Peter. 
Her newest work, Simon of Cyrene 
and the Legend of the Easter Egg, 
received an honorable mention 
from the CPA for 2018 in the 
division of Children’s Books and 
Books for Teens. 

“It is a very humbling experience,” 
Michels said of the recognition. “I 
am so honored.”

Michels has written 64 non-fiction 
titles in the children’s educational 
book market as work-for hire, with 
Simon of Cyrene being her first 
published original work.

Decades ago Michels was reading 
Catholic Digest magazine and 
stumbled on a snippet about a 
German legend that said Simon of 
Cyrene was an egg dealer at the 
time of Christ’s Crucifixion and had 
traveled to Jerusalem to sell eggs 
on Good Friday. He helped Christ 
with the cross during the Passion, 
and, upon Christ’s Resurrection, 
Simon’s eggs turned a rainbow of 
colors.

Michels loved the story and called 
the editor for more information 
about the legend, but no more 
information was available. She 
did as much research as she could 
elsewhere, and that, too, was 
unsuccessful

“There was nothing else,” she 
said. So, she relied on her own 
imagination to describe the legend, 
an effort which she credits to 
Christ.

The Stations of the Cross have 
moved Michels ever since she was 
a child. In particular, the actions of 
Simon of Cyrene, who helps carry 
Christ’s cross in the fifth station, 
and St. Veronica, who wipes the 
face of Jesus in the sixth station, 
have intrigued Michels for most of 
her life.

“Could I be as brave as these two?” 
she said, describing the situation 
during Christ’s Passion as being 
extraordinarily cruel. In preparing 
for Simon of Cyrene and the 
Legend of the Easter Egg, Michels 
determined that Simon was likely 
forced to carry Christ’s cross, as 
opposed to having volunteered to 
shoulder it. 

“Maybe he was even embarrassed 
to carry it,” she said. “Simon must 
have had compassion as a man; 
God put him there for a reason.”

It was challenging to tell the 
Crucifixion story in a way that 
would hold a child’s attention and 
not overwhelm with the darkness of 
Christ’s death, she said.

“Those are my sins as well,” borne 
on the cross, she said. “And we 
can’t even begin to fathom what He 
[Christ] went through.”

With the assistance of a young, 
eager editor, Michels was inspired 
to do her best and prayed for 

Simon’s help as she wrote and 
made changes to the book during 
the editing process.

Once complete, the story went 
to the illustrator, Gabhor Utomo. 
Michels said his depiction of the 
book was accurate. “You have to 
trust that the illustrator is going to 
do his or her best job,” she said. “It 
is a collaboration.”

Michels first submitted Simon 
of Cyrene and the Legend of the 
Easter Egg to Pauline Press in 
2000. She received a packet of 
paperwork to fill out and send 
back to the publisher, but shortly 
thereafter the 9-11 attacks took 
place, Pauline Press told her that 
all projects at the publishing house 
had ceased immediately. Instead, 
all efforts were focused on helping 
children deal with the aftermath 
of 9-11. Years later, Michels 
resubmitted the manuscript, which 
was finally accepted for publication 
in 2015. 

Simon of Cyrene has taught 
Michels to consider life from 
different angles. Meditating on 
the man who helped Christ in the 
face of cruelty taught her to “step 
outside your box and do something 
uncomfortable,” she said. Recently 
remarried, Michels spent years 
as an LPN but left her position 
to write full-time. She and her 
husband, Warren, have six kids 
and 16 grandchildren, with another 
grandchild due in January.

For years, Michels has been a 
woman of routine and structure, 
she said. But Simon of Cyrene 
has encouraged her to accept 
spontaneity.

“I think I would say for me to 
grow old gracefully is to be more 
flexible, and Simon had to do that, 
too,” Michels said.

Find Simon of Cyrene and the 
Legend of the Easter Egg, www.
pauline.org, or at amazon.com. 

Local author receives CPA award for her 
Catholic book for children


