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HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE FOR HEALING 

 
 

by Bishop John M. LeVoir 
 

From September 9 through 20, fourteen of us made a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. It was a richly and profoundly blessed experience 

for us all. My express purpose in making the pilgrimage was to pray, fast, and to do penance in reparation for the deep wounds 

inflicted on so many by clergy sexual abuse. 

 

The highlight of a pilgrimage to the Holy Land is to make the stations of the cross in the old part of the city of Jerusalem. By making 

the stations in the narrow, dark, steep, and smelly cobblestone streets of the old city, pilgrims walk where Jesus walked as he made his 

way to Calvary and the crucifixion 2000 years ago. The stations culminate at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, constructed over the 

sites of the Crucifixion and Resurrection of Jesus.   

 

Inside the church, there are stairs climbing up to the upper level. The stairs reach their apex at Golgotha, the Place of the Skull, where 

Jesus was crucified. There one finds an altar built over the place where once the cross of Jesus stood. Under the altar is an oval 

opening in the floor marked by a silver star. Pilgrims are able to kneel and go under the altar to venerate the very place where Jesus 

gave his life for the salvation of the world. 

 

At this most significant part of my pilgrimage, I knelt, stooped, and moved forward under the altar on my knees to reach and to kiss 

the place of the crucifixion. Reaching through an opening in the floor I placed my hand on the very ground of Golgotha. As I did, I 

prayed for the healing of the profound wounds inflicted on the victims and survivors of sexual abuse by clergy. I asked forgiveness for 

the bishops who did not act to stop such abuse. I prayed for the healing of the wounds caused by sexual abuse by clergy on the 

Church, the Body of Christ, and on the Diocese of New Ulm. The scripture verse that kept coming into my mind as I prayed was: “By 

his wounds we were healed” (Is 53:5). 

 

We then moved from Golgotha, down the stairs, around a corner, and to the empty stone tomb of Christ which is housed in the same 

Church of the Holy Sepulchre. Within the tomb there are two chambers. The inner chamber contains an altar constructed over the 

place where Jesus’ dead body was placed after the crucifixion and from which he rose from the dead. It was there on this altar that I 

was able to celebrate Mass for our group of pilgrims. As I entered the inner chamber to begin the Mass, I kissed the place where Jesus’ 

body had been placed and prayed that the resurrection of Jesus would heal all of the terrible wounds of sexual abuse by clergy suffered 

by so many. 

 

I have heard that many from the diocese joined me on this pilgrimage in spirit by uniting their prayer, fasting, and penance with my 

prayer, fasting, and penance. I am most grateful. Now that I have returned from the Holy Land, I will continue to fast, do penance, and 

pray for the healing of the wounds caused by sexual abuse by clergy and the negligence of bishops. I will ask Our Lord to give us his 

grace to strengthen us so that the sexual abuse of anyone by clergy will never happen again.  When you are able, please join me in 

these practices in your own way. 

 

Diocesan Ministries Appeal 

With the scandals present in the Church due to sexual abuse by clergy and the failures of bishops to prevent such abuse, one might be 

tempted to give up on the Church. In addition, the Diocese of New Ulm is now under Chapter 11 of the United States Bankruptcy 

Code. But, as many have said, the Church is Christ’s Church. He will take good care of all of us if we entrust ourselves to him. Even 

though it might be very difficult, please be generous to this year’s Diocesan Ministries Appeal and know that your gifts are designated 

for the ministries of the diocese. 



 

Advent 

The First Sunday of Advent is Dec. 2. Advent is a time to prepare ourselves for the celebration of the coming of Christ at Christmas 

and for the coming of Christ at the end of time, as judge of the living and the dead.  Some Advent preparations include the use of an 

Advent Wreath, the celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation or Confession, attendance at daily Mass, as well as prayer, penance, 

and fasting. By following these practices from our hearts and with our bodies, we will be prepared to sing at Christmas:  

 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appears. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 


