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PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES AND FATIMA 

by Bishop John M. LeVoir 
 

From Sept. 11–Sept. 21, a group of nine pilgrims from the Diocese of New Ulm and I made a pilgrimage to Lourdes 

and Fatima, and various points in between. 

 

The Blessed Mother appeared at both sites. She appeared to St. Bernadette at Lourdes, France, in 1858, and she 

appeared to three shepherd children (St. Francisco, St. Jacinta, and Sister Lucy) at Fatima, Portugal, in 1917. 

 

The 100th anniversary of Our Blessed Mother’s final apparition at Fatima was marked on Oct. 13. It was on this 

date in 1917 that the famous miracle of the sun occurred. The miracle was witnessed by 30,000 to 100,000 people. 

About the miracle of the sun, one eyewitness writes: “The sun turned everything to different colors – yellow, blue, 

and white. Then it shook and trembled. It looked like a wheel of fire that was going to fall on the people. They 

began to cry out, ‘We shall all be killed!’ Others called to our Lady to save them. They recited acts of contrition. 

One woman began to confess her sins aloud, advertising that she had done this and that . . . When at last the sun 

stopped leaping and moving, we all breathed our relief. We were still alive, and the miracle which the children had 

foretold, had been seen by everyone.” 

 

The miracle was a confirmation of Our Blessed Mother’s appearance and her message. 

 

The message delivered by Our Lady at both Lourdes and Fatima was to pray (to pray the Rosary especially), and to 

do penance for the conversion of sinners.  

 

The message of Our Lady is just as relevant today as it was when she appeared at both Lourdes and Fatima. People 

are in need of conversion, and prayer and penance are the paths to conversion. This message is no different from the 

preaching of her Son, whose consistent message was prayer and penance (fasting) for the remission of sin and 

conversion of heart. 

 

Our diocese is facing some major challenges.We have been in Chapter 11 reorganization since March 3, 2017. There 

are the challenges of pastoral planning due to fewer priests and fewer people. And, finally there are the challenges of 

family life.   

 

Marriage and family have been in a crisis mode for some time now. We have witnessed the breakup of so many 

marriages, as well as the declining number of marriages, not to mention the redefinition of marriage by the State of 

Minnesota. 

 



The Blessed Mother loves us so much and will help us to meet our challenges according to the mind of her Son, 

Jesus Christ. Knowing this, when at Lourdes and Fatima, I dedicated the Diocese of New Ulm to the maternal care 

of our Blessed Mother. I asked her to watch over us, to guide us, and to help us to be missionary disciples of her 

Son. I know that she will do these things for us. 

 

The devotion of the faithful of the Diocese of New Ulm was demonstrated on Oct. 13 when some 200 people, 

accompanied by the statue of Our Lady carried by a number of people, processed from the Schoenstatt Jubilee 

Family Shrine in Sleepy Eye to the Church of St. Mary in Sleepy Eye. 

 

As we processed through the park and streets of Sleepy Eye in the evening in a candlelit procession, we prayed the 

Rosary and sang hymns. I am sure that Our Lady was smiling down upon us that evening. 

 

All Souls Day 

The commemoration of all the faithful departed or All Souls Day on Nov. 2 is a special day set aside by the Church 

to pray for those who have died and who might be in purgatory, waiting for their love of God to be purified so that 

they can enter the glory of heaven.  

 

The Catechism defines purgatory as: “A state of final purification after death and before entrance into heaven for 

those who died in God’s friendship, but were only imperfectly purified; a final cleansing of human imperfection 

before one is able to enter the joy of heaven” (CCC, Glossary). 

 

Our prayers and sacrifices for those in purgatory assist their purification and hasten their entrance into heaven. The 

power of our prayers and sacrifices to help the souls in purgatory comes from Our Lord as mediated through the 

communion of saints.  There is the bond of Christian charity that exists among the members of the communion of 

saints that links the faithful together. This charity or love is exchanged among the members of the communion of 

saints, purifying those in purgatory as well as spiritually assisting those on earth. 

 

Going to the Catechism, we find: “In the communion of saints,‘a perennial link of charity exists between the faithful 

who have already reached their heavenly home, those who are expiating their sins in purgatory and those who are 

still pilgrims on earth.  

Between them there is, too, an abundant exchange of all good things.’ In this wonderful exchange, the holiness of 

one profits others, well beyond the harm that the sin of one could cause others” (CCC, 1475).   

 

On Nov. 2, please remember those who have gone before us in your prayers, sacrifices, and especially in the Mass. 

 

 


