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Elections 

We all know that elections for public office will be taking place on Tuesday, Nov. 8. As citizens 

of faith, to help us prepare for the elections, there are several resources available. All of these 

resources can be found on the Minnesota Catholic Conference Web site 

(MNCatholic.org/election). 

The primary activity in practicing faithful citizenship is to pray. Prayer each day for the election 

is necessary to prepare our hearts and the hearts of our fellow Americans for Election Day. Each 

day we are called by our faith to offer prayers of supplication and ask for God’s guidance.  

 

As we approach the nine days before Nov. 8, the Minnesota bishops have crafted a novena for us 

to pray entitled “Nine Days for Our State and Nation.” This novena includes prayers, reflections 

adapted from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ “Forming Consciences for 

Faithful Citizenship,” and discernment questions. 

 

I ask that you to please join me in praying this novena and reflecting on the content of each day’s 

reflection and discernment question. The novena can be found as a center spread in this issue of 

The Prairie Catholic and on the Minnesota Catholic Conference Web site. 

 

Also on the Minnesota Catholic Conference Web site and page 10 of this issue of The Prairie 

Catholic is “An election year message from the Roman Catholic bishops of Minnesota.” This is a 

one-page statement that encourages us to prepare ourselves for Election Day by forming our 

consciences, studying the candidates’ positions and character, and turning to God for guidance in 

prayer. 

 

Pope Francis has said that Catholics should not be indifferent to politics. He said in a homily on 

Sept. 16, 2013: “Politics, according to the Social Doctrine of the Church, is one of the highest 

forms of charity, because it serves the common good.”  

 

As you get ready to cast your vote, I encourage you to please visit the Minnesota Catholic 

Conference’s election resources center. Here, you will find the novena to help you prayerfully 

prepare for election day, resources to help you find out where the candidates stand on the issues, 

and materials for forming your conscience. And don’t forget to vote! 

 

All Souls Day 
On All Souls Day, Nov. 2, please remember to pray for our brothers and sisters who have died. 

There are those who die in friendship with God, but who still need their love to be purified 

before entering into heaven. This state where final purification takes place is called Purgatory. 

 



As the Catechism teaches, Purgatory is “a state of final purification after death and before 

entrance into heaven for those who died in God’s friendship, but were only imperfectly purified” 

(Glossary). Our prayers can help the souls in Purgatory to be purified and so enter into heaven 

sooner than later. 

 

“From the beginning the Church has honored the memory of the dead and offered prayers in 

suffrage for them, above all the Eucharistic sacrifice, so that, thus purified, they may attain the 

beatific vision of God. The Church also commends almsgiving, indulgences, and works of 

penance undertaken on behalf of the dead …” (CCC, no. 1032).  

 

 

Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Fatima 
The world-famous International Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Fatima, honoring the 100th anniversary 

of the apparitions at Fatima, will be coming to the Diocese of New Ulm. 

 

On Sunday, Oct. 16, at 5 p.m., the statue will be coming to the Cathedral in New Ulm and on 

Monday, October 17, at 7:30 p.m., it will be coming to the Church of St. Aloysius in Olivia. 

These will be times for procession, Mass, Rosary, and presentations on the apparitions of Our 

Lady at Fatima in 1917. 

 

The Fatima message is one of repentance, conversion, and peace. As St. John Paul II reminded 

us, “The evangelical call to repentance and conversion, uttered in the Mother’s message, remains 

ever relevant. … It is still more urgent.”  

 

Catholics for Choice 
Some may have seen or heard about the advertisement in a Twin Cities newspaper by a group 

that calls itself “Catholics for Choice.” Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan of New York has made a 

clear statement about this advertisement and about this group. I quote from his statement of Sept. 

14: 

 

“An abortion advocacy organization called ‘Catholics for Choice’ (CFC) placed deceptive full-

page newspaper ads in multiple cities on September 12 calling for taxpayer funding of abortion 

in the name of the Catholic faith. 

  

“As the U.S. Catholic bishops have stated for many years, the use of the name ‘Catholic' as a 

platform to promote the taking of innocent human life is offensive not only to Catholics, but to 

all who expect honesty and forthrightness in public discourse. 

  

“CFC is not affiliated with the Catholic Church in any way. It has no membership, and clearly 

does not speak for the faithful. It is funded by powerful private foundations to promote abortion 

as a method of population control. 

  

“The organization rejects and distorts Catholic social teaching – and actually attacks its 

foundation. As Pope Francis said this summer to leaders in Poland …, ‘Life must always be 

welcomed and protected … from conception to natural death. All of us are called to respect life 

and care for it.’” 

http://www.usccb.org/news/2000/00-123.cfm


 

Breakfast with the Bishop 
I invite you to join me for breakfast on Saturday, Oct. 15, 2016 from 8:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. at the 

diocesan Pastoral Center in New Ulm. This is the third annual Breakfast with the Bishop and 

benefits our diocesan Catholic schools. It is a chance to make a difference for Catholic 

education.  

 

Thank you! 
As many of you know, I had surgery recently to correct an enlarged prostate (non-cancerous). 

All turned out as planned and recovery is going well. Thank you for the prayers and the cards. 


