
to the garage, there was no roof 
and some walls were missing. 
Insulation two to three feet high 
blanketed the ground. Her home 
was a total loss.

“All I could think of was, 
‘I’m not hurt. This can all be 
replaced,’” she recalled about the 
fi rst moments when she surveyed 
the damage from the tornado. “I 
guess I haven’t really cried. I’m 
just happy that I’m okay. I’ve 
got my family, and that’s more 
important than anything.”

The tornadoes that ripped through 
Watkins and Litchfi eld that day 
caused considerable destruction. 
Meeker County Chief Deputy 
Dan Miller told the St. Cloud 
Times on July 13 that 31 homes 
lost shingles, 21 had major 
structural damage, nine had 

heavy damage such as missing 
roofs, and 10 houses were 
completely destroyed in Watkins, 
where the damage was the worst.

But the tornadoes weren’t the 
only havoc unleashed by the 
skies over the Diocese of New 
Ulm this summer. On Aug. 10-11, 
torrential rains in the Willmar and 
Olivia areas washed out roads, 
fl ooded neighborhoods, and 
backed up storm sewers. About 
10 inches of rain fell in Willmar; 
the Olivia area received nine to 
12.

For both tornadoes and fl oods, 
Catholic Charities of the Diocese 
of New Ulm provided quick 
fi nancial relief for victims. Within 
days of each disaster, $10,000
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Catholic Charities coordinates relief for victims of summer storms

by Matt Hadro
Catholic News Agency

WASHINGTON – As the Hyde 
Amendment turned 40 years 
old on Sept. 30, a new report 
claims that it may have saved two 
million lives from abortion since 
it went into eff ect.

“Two million lives saved is 
reason to celebrate,” Chuck 
Donovan, president of the 
Charlotte Lozier Institute which 
produced the report, stated.

“The Hyde Amendment is 
popular not just with pro-lifers, 
but with a majority of Americans 
– people of diverse backgrounds 
and beliefs who all agree that 
forcing taxpayers to fund abortion 
is wrong.”

However, he added, the policy “is 

under unprecedented assault as its 
40th anniversary approaches” and 
pro-lifers must defend it to see 

that it continues to save lives. 
The Hyde Amendment, named 
after Congressman Henry Hyde 

(R-Ill.) who sponsored it, passed 
Congress in 1976 three years 
after the Supreme Court ruled 
that a woman had a legal right to 
an abortion. The policy prohibited 
taxpayer dollars – namely 
through federal programs for low-
income women like Medicaid – 
from subsidizing abortions.

Current exceptions to the 
prohibition are for abortions 
performed in cases of rape, 
incest, and to save the life of the 
mother.

“As a rider, it is not a permanent 
law, but it has been passed 
with bipartisan support in 
every federal funding bill since 
1976,” Genevieve Plaster of the 
Charlotte Lozier Institute noted in 

Hyde Amendment has saved an estimated 2 million lives

(Continued on page 4)

Catholics Care. Catholics Vote.
Election Day is Nov. 8. Catholics, like other citizens, will go to the 
polls to elect a full slate of political offi cials. In this election year, 
it is more important than ever that we exercise our responsibility 
as faithful citizens. To help us in this role, The Prairie Catholic has 
prepared a four-page section in this issue.            
                                                                                          See pages 7-10.

by Kevin Johnson
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

WATKINS – When the fi rst siren 
sounded late in the afternoon 
on Monday, July 11, Tootz 
Tschumperlin didn’t waste any 
time. The Watkins resident 
grabbed her fl ashlight, her 
cordless phone, and her laptop. 
Then she went down into the 
basement of her home to wait out 
the storm.

When the second siren sounded, 
the lights went out and her phone 
stopped working. Moments after 
the third, she heard a tremendous 
roar and her roof being torn off . 
She thought to herself, “My 
house is gone.”

She was right. When it got quiet, 
she opened the basement door (Continued on page 11)

U.S. Congressman Henry Hyde of Illinois speaks at a 
congressional hearing in June 2006. Hyde sponsored the Hyde 
Amendment, which became law in 1976. The amendment banned 
taxpayer dollars through federal programs like Medicaid from 
subsidizing abortions.    (Photo by Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)

Volunteer crews from Catholic United Financial and International 
Orthodox Christian Charities clean up the front yard of Tootz 
Tschumperlin July 14 in Watkins following a tornado three days 
earlier. A parishioner of St. Anthony who lives a block and a half 
from the church, Tschumperlin lost her house in the storm.
                                                                    (Photo by Dan Rossini)

“In the Catholic tradition, responsible 
citizenship is a virtue, and participation 
in political life is a moral obligation.  As 
Catholics, we should be guided more 
by our moral convictions than by our 
attachment to any political party or 
interest group.” 

– EXCERPT FROM SUMMARY OF

US BISHOPS’ REFLECTION, FORMING 
CONSCIENCES FOR FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP
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by Bishop John M. Levoir

We all know that elections for 
public offi  ce will be taking place 
on Tuesday, Nov. 8. As citizens 
of faith, to help us prepare for 
the elections, there are several 
resources available. All of these 
resources can be found on the 
Minnesota Catholic Conference 
Web site (MNCatholic.org/
election).

The primary activity in practicing 
faithful citizenship is to pray. 
Prayer each day for the election 
is necessary to prepare our 
hearts and the hearts of our 
fellow Americans for Election 
Day. Each day we are called 
by our faith to off er prayers of 
supplication and ask for God’s 
guidance. 

Elections

Bishop LeVoir’s October 2016 
calendar can be found at
www.dnu.org/calendar/.

As we approach the nine days 
before Nov. 8, the Minnesota 
bishops have crafted a novena 
for us to pray entitled “Nine 
Days for Our State and Nation.” 
This novena includes prayers, 
refl ections adapted from the 
United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops’ “Forming 
Consciences for Faithful 
Citizenship,” and discernment 
questions.

I ask that you to please join 
me in praying this novena and 
refl ecting on the content of each 
day’s refl ection and discernment 
question. The novena can be 
found as a center spread in this 
issue of “The Prairie Catholic” 
and on the Minnesota Catholic 
Conference Web site.

Also on the Minnesota Catholic 
Conference Web site and page 
10 of this issue of The Prairie 
Catholic is “An election year 
message from the Roman 
Catholic bishops of Minnesota.” 
This is a one-page statement 
that encourages us to prepare 
ourselves for Election Day 
by forming our consciences, 
studying the candidates’ positions 
and character, and turning to God 
for guidance in prayer.

Pope Francis has said that 
Catholics should not be 
indiff erent to politics. He said 
in a homily on Sept. 16, 2013: 
“Politics, according to the Social 
Doctrine of the Church, is one 
of the highest forms of charity, 
because it serves the common 
good.” 

As you get ready to cast your 
vote, I encourage you to please 
visit the Minnesota Catholic 
Conference’s election resources 
center. Here, you will fi nd the 
novena to help you prayerfully 
prepare for election day, 

resources to help you fi nd out 
where the candidates stand on the 
issues, and materials for forming 
your conscience. And don’t forget 
to vote!

All Souls Day
On All Souls Day, Nov. 2, 
please remember to pray for our 
brothers and sisters who have 
died. There are those who die 
in friendship with God, but who 
still need their love to be purifi ed 
before entering into heaven. This 
state where fi nal purifi cation 
takes place is called Purgatory.

As the Catechism teaches, 
Purgatory is “a state of fi nal 
purifi cation after death and before 
entrance into heaven for those 
who died in God’s friendship, but 
were only imperfectly purifi ed” 
(Glossary). Our prayers can 
help the souls in Purgatory to be 
purifi ed and so enter into heaven 
sooner than later.

“From the beginning the Church 
has honored the memory of 
the dead and off ered prayers 
in suff rage for them, above all 
the Eucharistic sacrifi ce, so 
that, thus purifi ed, they may 
attain the beatifi c vision of God. 
The Church also commends 
almsgiving, indulgences, and 
works of penance undertaken on 
behalf of the dead …” (CCC, no. 
1032). 

Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Fatima
The world-famous International 
Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Fatima, 
honoring the 100th anniversary 
of the apparitions at Fatima, will 

be coming to the Diocese of New 
Ulm.

On Sunday, Oct. 16, at 5 p.m., 
the statue will be coming to 
the Cathedral in New Ulm and 

on Monday, 
October 17, at 
7:30 p.m., it 
will be coming 
to the Church 
of St. Aloysius 
in Olivia. These 
will be times 

for procession, Mass, Rosary, and 
presentations on the apparitions 
of Our Lady at Fatima in 1917.

The Fatima message is one 
of repentance, conversion, 
and peace. As St. John Paul II 
reminded us, “The evangelical 
call to repentance and conversion, 
uttered in the Mother’s message, 
remains ever relevant. … It is 
still more urgent.” 

Catholics for Choice
Some may have seen or heard 
about the advertisement in a Twin 
Cities newspaper by a group 
that calls itself “Catholics for 
Choice.” Cardinal Timothy M. 
Dolan of New York has made 
a clear statement about this 
advertisement and about this 
group. I quote from his statement 
of Sept. 14:

“An abortion advocacy 
organization called ‘Catholics for 
Choice’ (CFC) placed deceptive 
full-page newspaper ads in 
multiple cities on September 
12 calling for taxpayer funding 
of abortion in the name of the 
Catholic faith.

 “As the U.S. Catholic bishops 
have stated for many years, 
the use of the name ‘Catholic’ 
as a platform to promote the 
taking of innocent human life is 

off ensive not only to Catholics, 
but to all who expect honesty and 
forthrightness in public discourse.

 “CFC is not affi  liated with the 
Catholic Church in any way. It 
has no membership, and clearly 
does not speak for the faithful. 
It is funded by powerful private 
foundations to promote abortion 
as a method of population 
control.

 “The organization rejects 
and distorts Catholic social 
teaching – and actually attacks 
its foundation. As Pope Francis 
said this summer to leaders in 
Poland …, ‘Life must always be 
welcomed and protected … from 
conception to natural death. All 
of us are called to respect life and 
care for it.’”

Breakfast with the Bishop
I invite you to join me for 
breakfast on Saturday, Oct. 15, 
2016 from 8:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
at the diocesan Pastoral Center in 
New Ulm. This is the third annual 
Breakfast with the Bishop and 
benefi ts our diocesan Catholic 
schools. It is a chance to make a 
diff erence for Catholic education. 

Thank you!
As many of you know, I had 
surgery recently to correct 
an enlarged prostate (non-
cancerous). All turned out as 
planned and recovery is going 
well. Thank you for the prayers 
and the cards.

“ Politics, according to the Social 
Doctrine of the Church, is one of the 
highest forms of charity, because it 
serves the common good. ” – Pope Francis
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Anne Goedtke, originally a member of St. Raphael in Springfi eld, 
took home $10,000 by winning the Minnesota State Fair Amateur 
Talent Contest on Sept. 4. She hopes to join a Franciscan religious 
order and will use her winnings from the talent show to pay 
down her student loan debt, which is a key part of entering 
religious life.                (Photo by Dave Hrbacek/The Catholic Spirit) 

by Dave Hrbacek
The Catholic Spirit

Anne Goedtke, a Springfi eld 
native, loves the Minnesota State 
Fair. This year, the Fair loved her 
back.

The 22-year-old graduate of the 
University of Minnesota and 
member of St. Lawrence Catholic 
Church and Newman Center 
decided to combine her love aff air 
with the Fair with her desire for a 
religious vocation.

On a whim in late July, she 
entered the Fair’s annual Amateur 
Talent Contest. She played her 
favorite musical piece on the cello, 
an instrument she has played since 
age 7.

After advancing to the fi nals Sept. 
4, she took home $10,000 by 
capturing fi rst place. She played a 
piece on the cello called “Julie-O” 
that she had learned fi ve years ago.

She was hoping to win the prize 
money so that she could reduce 
the amount of time it would take 
to pay off  $34,000 in student 
loans. Wiping out the debt would 
help her achieve her goal of 
joining a Franciscan order in 
Steubenville, Ohio.

Many religious orders, including 
this one, require those seeking to 
join to be debt free.

“I’ve been discerning religious 
life for over a year,” said Goedtke, 
who earned a degree in music 
therapy last December and works 
part-time as a music therapist. “I 
knew at some point I’d have to 
think about how I’m going to take 

care of my student loans. That’s 
how it started.”

She also liked the idea of entering 
the talent competition for the fi rst 
time.

“I had gone to the State Fair talent 
show for years,” she said. “My 
whole life, my family has gone 
and watched it.”

But, there was an obstacle. The 
only day she was available for 
an audition was July 31. She 
submitted her paperwork, hoping 
that the last day of July would 
be the day she would be asked to 
come in.

It was, and she sailed through 
the audition, which featured 375 
applicants. Then, she won in 
the semifi nals a week before the 
fi nals, which took place the fi nal 
Sunday evening of the Fair in the 
Grandstand.

“I felt very calm during the 
performance,” she said. “I was 
more nervous for the semifi nals, 
I think, than for the Grandstand. 
I don’t know why. When I got to 
the Grandstand, I had had people 
texting me and calling all day and 
saying, ‘Praying for you tonight.’”

One of those people was Mary 
Beth Hess, the music director 
at St. Jerome in Maplewood, 
where Goedtke had worked for a 
year as the director of religious 
education. Hess, a musician 
herself and member of the group 
Splatter Sisters, came to the fi nals 
to watch. She “started saying 
Hail Marys” and then agreed 
wholeheartedly with the judges 
when they announced the winner.

“Her piece … was hands-down the 
best piece of the night,” Hess said. 
“And, I was so glad the judges 
realized that.”

Said Goedtke: “I knew I had 
done probably one of the best 
[renditions] I’d ever played of the 
piece after I fi nished. I knew the 

notes like the back of my hand, 
but the one thing I was thinking 
about for the State Fair show was, 
‘I need to be more animated. It 
has to be more of a performance. I 
can’t just be having a good time in 
my own little world. I have to be 
thinking about what the audience 
is seeing.’”

This could end up being the last 
time she performs on a stage. She 
knows if she joins the order – her 
timetable if she is accepted is next 
August – she might have to put the 
cello aside. And, that’s fi ne by her.

“I did have a conversation with 
a couple of the sisters about that. 
They were like, ‘You know, you 
won’t be doing music therapy 
anymore and you won’t be 
performing or anything like 
that.’ I was like, ‘Yeah, I know 
that. That’s okay,’” she said. “I 
will miss practicing for hours to 
achieve something, or miss the 
pleasure of being able to be there 
on stage and the excitement of 
that, but it just doesn’t compare 
to” the thought of joining the 
Franciscan Sisters.

Goedtke says she is “97 percent” 
certain her calling is to join the 
order. Winning the talent show 
caused her hope of being accepted 
by the Franciscan Sisters to soar.

“I really felt like in a large way, it 
was the Lord just saying, ‘Yeah, 
I’m going to help you accomplish 
this. You don’t need to worry 
about your student loans,’” she 
said. “I’m trying to use all the 
resources I can. But, at the same 
time, I really feel like the Lord 
will just take care of it for me.

So, I’m not stressing out about it.”

Editor’s note: To hear Ann 
Goedtke play a rendition of 
her fi rst-place piece, “Julie-O,” 
visit www.facebook.com/
thecatholicspirit.

Woman with religious hopes wins State Fair talent competition

NEW ULM – CatholicTV, a 
media ministry of the Archdiocese 
of Boston, began broadcasting 
Catholic programming in the 
Diocese of New Ulm Sept. 1 to 
subscribers of NU Telecom’s 
digital TV service.

NU Telecom’s addition of 
CatholicTV to their basic service 
lineup gives their subscribers 
a second channel delivering 
Catholic prayer, news, features, 
and entertainment 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week in English 
and Spanish. The Eternal Word 
Television Network (EWTN) 
continues to be part of NU 
Telecom’s basic bundle of 
channels.

CatholicTV can be seen on 
channel 70 in Courtland, Essig, 
Hanska, Hutchinson, Litchfi eld, 
New Ulm, Redwood Falls, 
Sanborn, Searles, Springfi eld, and 
Sleepy Eye. It can also be seen on 
channel 22 in Glencoe.

Among the featured programming 
on CatholicTV is “This is the 
Day,” a Catholic morning talk 
show broadcast live on Tuesdays 
and Fridays at 10:30 a.m. and 
rebroadcast at other times 
throughout the week. On the 
show, hosts Bishop Robert Reed 
and Jay Fadden talk about the 
Catholic faith, discuss the latest 
developments in the Church, 
and interview Catholic authors, 

artists, musicians, organizers, and 
ministers to delve into the exciting 
things they are doing to spread the 
faith.

Bishop Reed is the president of 
the CatholicTV network. He was 
ordained an auxiliary bishop of 
Boston on Aug. 24, 2016 and 
has worked at the network since 
2005.  He also celebrates the 
television Mass and hosts the 

game show “WOW.”

In 2014 he hosted “RENEWED,” 
a 10-episode series based on a 
book he wrote of the same name, 
in which he employs the lives 
of saints who lived in diffi  cult 
and uncertain times to discern 
how Catholics can revitalize and 
reinvigorate the Church today.

“RENEWED” is currently being 
shown on local cable access TV 
stations throughout the Diocese of 
New Ulm as part of the diocesan 
Offi  ce of Communication’s 
Catholic TV programming 
ministry. Viewers of local cable 
stations in Gibbon, Hutchinson, 
Madison, Marshall, Morgan, New 

Ulm, Redwood Falls, Springfi eld, 
and St. Peter should check their 
parish bulletins for local broadcast 
times.

A national television network, 
CatholicTV is now available 
in more than 14 million homes 
across the United States. A 
live feed of its programming is 
available at CatholicTVLIVE.
com. Its interactive Web site, 
catholictv.com, off ers high 
defi nition video-on-demand of 
many of its programs.

CatholicTV programming now available in several communities in diocese
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No Tengas Miedo
Las Elecciones

por Obispo John M. LeVoir

Todos sabemos que las elecciones 
para elegir a nuestro próximo 
presidente se llevarán a cabo el 
Martes, 8 de Noviembre.  Como 
ciudadanos de la fe y para 
ayudarnos a preparar para las 
elecciones, hay una variedad de 
recursos disponibles. Todos estos 
recursos se pueden encontrar en 
el sitio web de la Conferencia 
Católica de Minnesota 
(MNCatholic.org/election).

La actividad primordial en la 
práctica de una ciudadanía fi el 
es orar.  Es necesario orar por 
las elecciones todos los días para 
preparar nuestros corazones y 
los corazones de los ciudadanos 
estadounidenses para el día de 
las elecciones.  Cada día somos 
llamados por nuestra fe de ofrecer 
oración de súplica y pedir a Dios 
que nos guíe. 
 
A medida que nos acercamos 
a los nueve días antes del 8 
de Noviembre, los obispos de 
Minnesota han elaborado una 
novena para que oremos “Nueve 
Días por nuestro Estado y la 
Nación.” Esta novena incluye 
oraciones, refl exiones adaptadas 
de la Conferencia de Obispos 
Católicos de los Estados Unidos 
“Formando la Conciencia para ser 
Ciudadanos Fieles,” y preguntas 
para discernir.  

Les pido que por favor se unan 
a mí para orar esta novena y 
refl exionar sobre el contenido de 
la refl exión del día y preguntas 
sobre el discernimiento. La novena 
se puede encontrar en el medio del 
Prairie Catholic y en el sitio de la 

web de la Conferencia Católica de 
Minnesota.

Mientras se prepara para emitir 
su voto, los animo a que visite 
el Centro de Recursos de las 
elecciones de la Conferencia 
Católica de Minnesota.  Allí, usted 
encontrará la novena para que 
le ayude a prepararse en oración 
para el día de las elecciones, los 
recursos para ayudarle a averiguar 
sobre los planes de gobierno de 
cada candidato y materiales para 
formar su criterio. Y por último, 
no se olvide de votar. 

Día de los Fieles Difuntos
El día de los Fieles Difuntos es 
el 2 de Noviembre, por favor le 
recordamos que oren por nuestros 
hermanos y hermanas que han 
fallecido.  Hay personas que 
murieron en la Amistad con Dios, 
pero que aún necesitan de su amor 
para ser purifi cados antes de entrar 
al cielo.  El proceso donde se lleva 
a cabo la purifi cación fi nal se 
llama purgatorio. 

“Desde los primeros tiempos, la 
Iglesia ha honrado la memoria 
de los difuntos y ha ofrecido 
sufragios en su favor, en particular 
el sacrifi cio eucarístico, para que, 
una vez purifi cados, puedan llegar 
a la visión beatífi ca de Dios. La 
Iglesia también recomienda las 
limosnas, las indulgencias y las 
obras de penitencia en favor de los 
difuntos…” (CCC, no. 1032).  

La Estatua de la Virgen 
Peregrina de Fátima 
En honor al 100 aniversario en 
Fátima, la estatua Internacional 
de la Virgen Peregrina de Nuestra 
Señora de Fátima vendrá a la 

Diócesis de New Ulm.

La estatua vendrá a la Catedral 
de la Santa Trinidad en New 
Ulm el Domingo, 16 de Octubre 
a las 5:00 p.m., y el Lunes, 17 
de Octubre a las 7:30 p.m. en la 
Iglesia de St. Aloysius en Olivia. 
Durante estas dos fechas habrá 
tiempo para procesión, Misa y 
Rosario y presentaciones sobre las 
apariciones de la Virgen en Fátima 
en 1917. 

El mensaje de la Virgen de Fátima 
es de arrepentimiento, conversión 
y la paz.  San Juan Pablo II nos 
recuerda, “el llamado evangélico 
al arrepentimiento y la conversión, 
pronunciada en el mensaje de 
la Madre, permanece siempre 
vigente… sigue siendo urgente.” 

Desayuno con el Obispo
Los invito a unirse a mí para 
un desayuno el Sábado, 15 de 
Octubre de 8:30 a 10:00 a.m. en 
la Diócesis de New Ulm. Este 
es el tercer desayuno anual con 
el obispo ya que recauda fondos 
para las escuelas católicas en la 
Diócesis de New Ulm. Esta es una 
gran oportunidad para hacer una 
gran  diferencia por la educación 
católica.

¡Muchas Gracias!
Como muchos de ustedes saben, 
hace poco tuve una operación a 
la próstata debido a que había 
aumentado de tamaño (no era 
nada maligno). Todo resultó como 
estaba previsto y la recuperación 
marcha bien, gracias a Dios. 
Muchas gracias por sus oraciones 
y las tarjetas que recibí.

Statistics show Hyde 
Amendment saves lives
(Continued from page 1)

her written testimony to Congress 
on Sept. 23.

To see how many abortions the 
policy has prevented, the Charlotte 
Lozier Institute, the research arm 
of the pro-life group Susan B. 
Anthony List, compiled over 20 
diff erent studies on how limiting 
abortion subsidies aff ects the 
overall number of abortions.

The conclusion they came to was 
that, because of Hyde’s prohibition 
on Medicaid reimbursements 
of elective abortions, over two 
million pregnancies are estimated 
to have instead been carried to 
term since 1976, and over 60,000 
a year. One in nine pregnancies of 
women on Medicaid would have 
ended in abortions if not for Hyde, 
the report claimed.

However, the policy has been 
under fi re recently as the 
Democratic Party platform 
called for its repeal over the 
summer. The party’s presidential 
nominee Hillary Clinton has 
supported its repeal, but vice 
presidential nominee Tim Kaine 
stated publicly that he favored 
the policy, after the Clinton 
campaign had said he opposed it. 
A Clinton spokesperson said that 
he still supported the candidate’s 
“agenda,” which included 
repealing the amendment.

GOP nominee Donald Trump has 
spoken out in favor of the Hyde 
Amendment.

According to a recent Knights of 
Columbus/Marist poll, Americans 
were not in favor of taxpayer 
funding of abortion, including 
63 percent of women and even 
44 percent of Democrats and 45 
percent of those identifying as 
“pro-choice.” 

“The Hyde Amendment and 
therefore lives are at stake this 
election. It is so important that 
Catholic voters understand 
where the two tickets stand on 
this issue,” Mallory Quigley, 
communications director of the 
pro-life group Susan B. Anthony 
List, stated on Thursday. The 
group’s president Marjorie 
Dannenfelser also heads Trump’s 
newly-created pro-life coalition.

How has Hyde saved lives? For 

instance, data from around the 
time the policy went into eff ect 
showed that “the birthrate among 
women on Medicaid increased by 
an average of about 13 percent,” 
the report stated.

A Guttmacher Institute review 
of 22 studies found that 19 of 
the studies had “statistically 
signifi cant evidence that abortion 
rates fell after Medicaid funding 
was reduced,” the report said, 
noting that in the studies “18-
37 percent of pregnancies that 
would have ended in Medicaid 
funded abortions were carried to 
term when funding was no longer 
available.”

In another case in North Carolina, 
where from 1980 to 1995 the 
state subsidized abortions through 
a special fund, the report cited 
fi ndings that “whenever funds 
were depleted,” it was then that 
“there were statistically signifi cant 
decreases in the abortion rate, 
and months later, statistically 
signifi cant increases in the 
birthrate.”

According to three studies cited in 
the Guttmacher review, over the 
course of two decades in certain 
states “(state) Medicaid funding 
limits reduce state abortion 
rates anywhere from 1.4 to 3.4 
abortions per thousand women of 
childbearing age.”

Using this methodology for every 
state for every year from 1976 
to 2016 the Hyde Amendment 
is estimated to routinely save 
over 60,000 lives a year and thus 
cumulatively has saved 2.13 
million lives since 1976.

On the 40th anniversary of the 
amendment, a “Hello Hyde” 
campaign also seeks to add faces 
to the eff ect of the legislation and 
personalize it. HelloHyde.org 
tells the stories of those whose 
mothers “received prenatal/birth 
care through Medicaid,” with the 
statement of “Medicaid should 
cover birth, not death.”



youth ministry

The Prairie Catholic                 Page 5                October 2016                        

NEW ULM - A very animate Aida Hidalgo leads the Spanish-
language session at the Diocese of New Ulm’s 2016 Faith 
Formation Day at Cathedral High School in New Ulm Sept. 24. 
A consultant for Our Sunday Visitor, Hidalgo spoke on the 
“Pastoral Praxis of the Love and Mercy of God,” refl ecting the 
current Jubilee Year of Mercy. English-language speakers were 
treated to Matt Halbach, director of the St. Joseph Educational 
Center in the Diocese of Des Moines, Iowa, who presented on 
“Building a Church of Mercy.” In all, over 40 people attended.  
                                                                 (Photo by Chris Clancy)

by Debra Skelley Blaschko
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

MANKATO – Young men at 
Minnesota State University 
Mankato are excited about their 
Catholic faith.

Their desire to share Christ 
with others has led them to do 
something no other students at a 
public university in Minnesota 
have ever done: charter a Knights 
of Columbus (KC) council.

Council 16480 was established 
last March with 24 young men, 
including numerous Maverick 
athletes. They conduct their 
activities out of the St. Thomas 
More Catholic Newman Center 
on the MSU campus.

The formation of the new 
group appears to be a particular 
response by two of the organizers 
to God’s call to the new 
evangelization in their lives.

Deepening of faith
Josh Weakly, the new deputy 
grand knight, said until last 
year his life had been that of a 
Christmas and Easter Catholic, 
but then he had a conversion 
experience. Ever since he has 

become more involved in his 
faith.

“I was trying to fi nd contentment 
my whole life in the way the 
world says to fi nd it,” Weakly 
said. “And then I got brought 
to my knee one night. I’ve been 
trying for 19 years to do it my 
way so that night I told God I 
would do it his way. I got this 
sense of peace … and realized 
this is what I’ve been searching 
for.”

In 1990 Saint John Paul II wrote 
about the new evangelization in 
“Mission of the Redeemer.” “I 
sense that the moment has come 
to commit all of the Church’s 
energies to a new evangelization 
... . No believer in Christ, no 
institution of the Church can 
avoid this supreme duty: to 
proclaim Christ to all peoples” 
(no. 3).

The new evangelization calls 
each of us to deepen our faith, 
believe in the Gospel message, 
and go forth to proclaim the 
Gospel, according to the United 
States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops. 

Weakly experienced that 

deepening of faith when he 
started attending Mass at St. 
Thomas More. The guys at the 
Newman Center asked him to 
hang out at the facility, which 
houses space for students to 
gather for events; to study; and to 
attend Mass at the church, which 
is in the center of the building.

More than a fraternity
At the same time as Weakly was 
growing in his faith, another 
student, Aaron Filzen, was on a 
faith journey of his own.

He attended a Catholic 
conference in Texas, where a 
fellow attendee challenged him to 
consider organizing a KC council 
at MSU as a way to reach out 
to Catholic men and off er ways 
for them to connect and grow in 
their faith through serving others 
together.

Filzen’s dad was a KC. Filzen 

enjoyed the Greek fraternity to 
which he belonged but wished 
it had a faith aspect to it. So 
the more he thought about the 
Knights of Columbus, the more 
it made sense and he started 
inquiring about the possibility.

The KC’s focus is faith, service, 
and brotherhood to grow 
authentic Catholic men and to 
reach those who haven’t been 
shown the beauty in Catholicism, 
said Filzen, who is grand knight 
for the new KC council.

Council 16408 will begin its 
service work this fall by helping 
rake lawns for community 
members in need during 
Mankato’s Rake the Town event. 

Forming a council at the 
university is fantastic, said Bob 
Oshel, grand knight of the KC 
council that meets at Holy Rosary 

Church in North Mankato. It’s 
natural that the KC Maverick 
council will want to focus on 
projects involving their campus 
rather than joining area councils 
already in place. Just being a part 
of a campus parish gives their 
group a diff erent fl avor, he said.

KC identity
The Knights of Columbus is the 
world’s largest Catholic fraternal 
benefi t society. That means it is 
a membership-based, non-profi t 
organization that off ers insurance 
and annuity products, according 
to the KC Web site: http://www.
kofc.org/un/en/insurance/our-
story.html.

Another part of the Knights 
of Columbus is its support of 
charitable causes. In the last 
decade, the organization has 
given more than $1.55 billion 
to charity – ranging from using 
the KC Christian Refugee Relief 
Fund to aid those suff ering 
persecution in Iraq, to providing 
support for pro-life eff orts, to 
helping sponsor the Special 
Olympics. 

The KCs were founded in 
1882 by a priest, Fr. Michael J. 
McGivney, who gathered the 
men of his parish together to fi nd 
a way to help Catholics, many 
who were immigrants and “were 
working and living in unfavorable 
conditions,” leading to early 
death. Left behind were widows 
and orphans without fi nancial 
resources.

Fr. McGivney started a “pass-the-
hat” insurance system to protect 
families in his parish. Over time 
that system evolved to support 
men who band together and are 
“united by charity and unity,” 
so they can “strengthen their 
faith, their families and their 
communities,” according to the 
KC Web site.

Catholic students at MSU Mankato start Knights of Columbus council

Aaron Filzen (left) and Josh Weakly share their Catholic faith with 
fellow students at Minnesota State University Mankato through 
a new Knights of Columbus council that meets at the St. Thomas 
More Catholic Newman Center.  The KC council is the fi rst one at a 
public university in Minnesota.    (Photo by Debra Skelley-Blaschko)

Teaching love and mercy

New Ulm – The World 
Apostolate of Fatima’s Centennial 
U.S. Tour for Peace is underway 
and coming to the Diocese of 
New Ulm.

The historic tour, marking 
the 100th anniversary of the 
apparitions of Our Lady at 
Fatima, features the world-
famous International Pilgrim 
Virgin Statue, traveling 

worldwide for nearly 70 years. 

The Cathedral of the Holy Trinity 
in New Ulm will host the tour on 
Sunday, Oct. 16 from 5-6:30 p.m. 
followed by Mass celebrated by 
Bishop John M. LeVoir to close 
the visit.

The Church of St. Aloysius 
in Olivia will host the tour on 
Monday, Oct. 17 beginning with 

an 8:30 a.m. procession and 
Mass. Devotions will be held 
throughout the day with Fatima 
presentations at 9 a.m., noon, and 
6:30 p.m.

For a complete schedule and 
to learn more about the tour 
and the statue, visit www.
fatimatourforpeace.com. 

Our Lady of Fatima Centennial Tour
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Keshia Koch (left) poses with Linda Reising, executive director of First 
Choice Pregnancy Center, inside the center in New Ulm. In addition 
to free pregnancy testing, First Choice offers a wealth of information 
and resources so that clients can learn about alternatives to 
abortion.                                        (Photo by Debra Skelley-Blaschko)

by Debra Skelley Blaschko
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

NEW ULM – Keshia Koch knows 
fi rsthand how much it means to be 
shown love and care while going 
through a very painful and diffi  cult 
time. In fact, it changed her life.

By showing someone the love of 
God, she said, that person can turn 
his or her life around – and she’s a 
living witness.

“I felt like I didn’t deserve mercy, 
felt ashamed,” she said in a recent 
interview. “But it was the people 
who reached out with kindness 
and mercy that allowed me the 
opportunity to get closer to God.”

Koch, who grew up in New Ulm, 
has started sharing the story of 
her unplanned pregnancy in hopes 
of helping other young people 
understand how important it is 
to apply the Christian faith to 
everyday life and decisions.

Her eff orts are especially fi tting 
during this Jubilee Year of 
Mercy initiated by Pope Francis. 
According to the pope, there 
is a great need in the world for 
mercy and healing. That’s why he 
has asked Catholics around the 
world to take a year to focus on 
extending love and forgiveness to 
others, and especially to those who 
need it most. 

Rescued by love
After high school, Koch attended 
and graduated from Columbia 
College in Chicago, where she was 
pursuing an acting career. She was 
excited and felt like her life was 
going in the right direction.

A friend had shared a Jason Evert 
book with her titled “Theology of 
Her Body,” which inspired her to 
commit to practicing abstinence 
until marriage.

Eventually, she met someone – a 
boyfriend who she says she was 
“crazy about.” Unfortunately, he 
did not respect her commitment to 
chastity.

“I felt like a part of my heart 
was ripped out and torn apart by 
someone I loved but could no 
longer trust,” she said. “Every 
day after that seemed darker than 
the last. When I found out I was 
pregnant, I was fi lled with fear and 
was in shock.”

Although she and her boyfriend 
became engaged, she realized she 
needed to end the relationship as 
she feared for her safety and that 
of her unborn baby. 

“I wanted to escape,” she said. 
And she admits that the thought of 
abortion went through her mind, 
but it “quickly disappeared once 
I had the support from my family 
back in Minnesota.”

“The love and support that I 
received was overwhelming. I was 
able to experience God’s grace 
through my family, community, 
First Choice Pregnancy Services 
and a lot of prayer,” she said.

“This love and support brought 
me back to the Church. When I 
was hurting and fi lled with doubt, 
I would go to adoration and pray 
for answers. Now, God’s love 
surrounds my daughter and me.”

Haven in the storm
Linda Reising, executive director 
of New Ulm’s First Choice 
Pregnancy Services since its 
opening in the fall of 2010, says 
the center is a place where women 
can come to think their situation 
through.

“We want to be a safe harbor 
during the storms of life so they 
can have peace and time to think. 
It’s harder to make good decisions 
when you are stressed,” she said.

Koch said she is so grateful to 
have her child, who is a blessing. 

And she says she wants a family 
of faith. She notes that her focus 
has changed from when she was 
young and just wanted to get 
married and have children. 

“My focus wasn’t to have a faith-
fi lled relationship before,” she 
said. Now she realizes that she 
wants faith to be the focus of her 
relationships.

“Instead of fi ghting, now I pray,” 
she said. “I looked for a godly 
man this time, and I let God lead 
me to him. It’s easier to commit to 
chastity when you have someone 
on board with you,” sharing the 
same goals. She is now engaged 
and the couple is hoping for a 
summer 2017 wedding.

Fr. Craig Timmerman is pastor of 
the parishes in the Good Teacher 
Area Faith Community, which 
includes parishes in St. Leo, 
Ghent, Minneota, and Canby. He 
has ministered to Koch and says 
her story makes it clear how the 
spiritual works of mercy actually 
helped her to be free to choose 
life.

“Her fears and doubts had 
paralyzed her. Being brought back 
to family and faith gave her the 
freedom to make good choices,” 
he said. “There were so many 
things she needed help with, 
especially good information on 
how to choose life and the real 
possibility of hope. … She needed 
a place that would not judge her, 
but would patiently love her just 

Woman receives love, mercy in response to unplanned pregnancy

as she was.”

At the same time, he said, she 
needed someone who would 
not encourage or approve 
abortion as an option. First 
Choice Pregnancy Services was 
there when she needed them. 
Now she wants to be there for 
others by sharing her story, he 
added. 

Darkness and light
One point Koch wants to 
highlight when she talks to 
young people is the importance 
of understanding that what is 
seen as normal in the world 
and in the media can lead to 
resentment, disappointment, 
and divorce. 

“I was watching TV and 

thinking that was normal life – 
that must be how relationships 
are,” she said. “I didn’t know 
that they could be so, so much 
better with faith.”

People can turn one of 
two ways when something 
traumatic happens: to the light 
or to the darkness, said Koch. 
She wants to help people 
understand that it is through 
love, support, and mercy that 
others fi nd their way to healing.

Koch has started sharing her 
message of hope and will speak 
at schools, religious education 
programs, and women’s groups. 
She can be contacted by e-mail: 
keshialynn1@gmail.com. 

Since the U.S. Supreme Court decision of Roe versus Wade on 
Jan. 22, 1973, abortion has been legal throughout the nation. In 
response to that decision, pregnancy resource centers have been 
established.

These centers’ services vary in scope, but are all similar in 
that they serve women experiencing unplanned pregnancies 
and do not advocate for abortion. Most of these centers off er 
free pregnancy tests, limited ultrasounds, educational resources 
and programs, and referrals. Some also off er testing for sexually 
transmitted infections.

In the Diocese of New Ulm and surrounding area, women can 
fi nd help from pregnancy resource centers in the following 
communities:

 Hutchinson: Birthright – birthright.org/en/landingpage/
lp-hutchinsonmn

 Mankato: Options for Women – optionsmankato.org/
 Mankato: Birthright – birthright.org/en/landingpage/lp-

mankato
 Marshall: Birthright – birthright.org/en/landingpage/lp-

marshall
 New Ulm: First Choice Pregnancy Services – 

consideryouroptions.org/
 Redwood Falls: Choices Pregnancy Center – www.

choicespregnancycenter.com/
 Willmar: Hope Pregnancy Center – fi ndhopepc.com/

First Choice Pregnancy Services, Hope Pregnancy Center, and 
Options for Women are affi  liated with TLC Options for Women, 
an organization that assists 33 centers in Minnesota and western 
Wisconsin. For more information, call 800-712-4357 or visit 
http://tlcoptions.org/about-us/.

The national hotline for Birthright is 800-550-4900. Birthright 
is a non-profi t charitable organization that has been providing 
love and support for over 45 years to women facing unplanned 
pregnancies, according to their Web site, http://birthright.org/en/.

Those experiencing an unplanned pregnancy can also receive 
counseling services from Catholic Charities of the Diocese of 
New Ulm. Call 866-670-5163.

Unplanned Pregnancy? Need help?
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SOUTH BEND, Ind. (CNA/
EWTN News) – The 2016 
presidential elections are 
particularly bad in the eyes of 
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput of 
Philadelphia. He says they show 
the failures of American society 
and the need for Christians to be a 
diff erent people.

In the 50 years he has voted, the 
archbishop said, “the major parties 
have never, at the same time, 
off ered two such deeply fl awed 
presidential candidates. The 1972 
Nixon/McGovern race comes 
close.  But 2016 wins the crown.”

“Only God knows the human 
heart, so I presume that both major 
candidates for the White House 
this year intend well and have 
a reasonable level of personal 
decency behind their public 
images. But I also believe that 
each candidate is very bad news 
for our country, though in diff erent 
ways,” he said at the University of 
Notre Dame on Sept. 15.

“One candidate, in the view of 
a lot of people, is a belligerent 
demagogue with an impulse 
control problem. And the other, 
also in the view of a lot of people, 
is a criminal liar, uniquely rich in 
stale ideas and bad priorities.”

In the archbishop’s view, the 2016 
presidential campaigns represent a 
new form of politics diff erent from 
ordinary corruption and other bad 
behavior that “doesn’t shake the 
foundations of the republic.”

Delivering the University of Notre 
Dame’s Tocqueville Lecture, 
Archbishop Chaput gave a lengthy 
refl ection on the 2016 election, 
the state of American morals, and 
Catholic identity in a changing 
world.

Despite the fl aws of the major 
party presidential candidates, 
he warned that Christians don’t 
have the “luxury of cynicism.” 
There are still too many honest 
politicians who serve the country 
and there are good candidates for 
other public offi  ces. If Christians 
leave the public square, other 
people with worse intentions will 
fi ll it.

“The surest way to make the 
country suff er is to not contest 
them in public debate and in the 
voting booth,” the archbishop said.

Christian life is essentially about 

hope and joy, not despair. 

“The choices we make and 
the actions we take do make a 
diff erence,” Archbishop Chaput 
said. “The political vocation 
matters because, done well, it can 
ennoble the society it serves.”

Although Christians’ home is the 
City of God, in St. Augustine’s 
words, they have the duty “to 
leave the world better than we 
found it,” and politics is an 
imperfect way to do that.

“We’ve reached a moment 
when our political thinking and 
vocabulary as a nation seem 
exhausted,” he said. “The real 
eff ect that we as individuals have 
on the government and political 
class that claim to represent us – 
the big mechanical Golem we call 
Washington – is so slight that it 
breeds indiff erence and anger.”

Christians’ response must be 
more than merely wringing hands 
or making a search for better 
candidates, policies, and public 
relations. Renewing a society 
“demands that we be diff erent 
people.”

Archbishop Chaput noted the 
“huge spike” during his priesthood 
of hearing penitents confess sins 
of promiscuity, infi delity, sexual 
violence, sexual confusion, and 
pornography use.

“Listening to people’s sexual sins 
in the Sacrament of Penance is 
hardly new news. But the scope, 
the novelty, the violence, and the 
compulsiveness of the sins are,” 
he said.

“The truth about our sexuality is 
that infi delity, promiscuity, sexual 
confusion, and mass pornography 
create human wreckage,” he 
continued. This wreckage has been 
compounded by tens of millions 
of people over fi ve decades, and 
“media nonsense” about the eff ects 
of sexual immorality and divorce.

“What you get is what we have 
now: a dysfunctional culture 
of frustrated and wounded 
people increasingly incapable of 
permanent commitments, self-
sacrifi ce, and sustained intimacy, 
and unwilling to face the reality 
of their own problems,” the 
archbishop lamented.

“This has political consequences. 
People unwilling to rule their 

appetites will inevitably be ruled 
by them – and eventually, they’ll 
be ruled by someone else,” he 
said. “People too weak to sustain 
faithful relationships are also too 
weak to be free. Sooner or later 
they surrender themselves to a 
state that compensates for their 
narcissism and immaturity with its 
own forms of social control.”

People who are unwilling to have 
children and raise them with love, 
virtue, and moral character are 
“writing themselves out of the 
human story,” he added.

Government has a role to 
play in easing problems like 
unemployment, low pay, crime, 
poor housing, chronic illness and 
bad schools, but not if government 
works “from a crippled idea of 
who man is, what marriage is, and 
what a family is.”

He warned against a government 
that “deliberately shapes its 
policies to interfere with and 
control the mediating institutions 
in civil society that already serve 
the public well.”

According to the archbishop, 
the decline of marriage, family, 
and traditional religion also have 
consequences for the country. 
Fewer than 30 percent of U.S. 
millennials think that it’s vital 
to live in a democracy, while 
undemocratic feelings have 
especially risen among the 
wealthy.

This didn’t happen by accident.

“We behaved ourselves into this 
mess by living a collection of 
lies,” Archbishop Chaput charged. 

Given that the truth makes us 
free, “no issue has made us more 
dishonest and less free as believers 
and as a nation than abortion.”

“Abortion poisons everything. 
There can never be anything 
‘progressive’ in killing an unborn 
child, or standing aside tolerantly 
while others do it.”

“In every abortion, an innocent life 
always dies,” the archbishop said. 
Trying to imply other important 
issues have the same moral weight 
is “a debasement of Christian 
thought.”

Choices for president indicate need for 
conversion among Christians

by Deacon Mike McKeown

The negativity surrounding 
this year’s political campaign 
is worse than it’s ever been. 
It’s diffi  cult to go out in public 
without having to endure 
complaints and arguments about 
the upcoming election and the 
forceful endorsement of one 
political party or candidate over 
another.

Partisan, political arguments can 
cause divisions in our family and 
even in the Church. And when 
we become divided as a Church, 
we lose our infl uence on society. 

In his fi rst letter to Timothy, 
St. Paul tells us, “First of all, I 
ask that supplications, prayers, 
petitions, and thanksgivings be 
off ered for everyone, for kings 
and for all in authority, that we 
may lead a quiet and tranquil 
life in all devotion and dignity” 
(2:1-2).

St. Paul knew how easy it 
is for us to get caught up in 
complaining about the leaders 
of our nation and forget to pray 
for them. In those instances, 
politics replaces religion and 
complaining replaces prayer.  

It may appear to us at times that 
God doesn’t care about the issues 
that we face, but he waits for us 
to call on him for help. And he 
will respond when we are unifi ed 
in our prayer. When we feel that 
God is not responding to us, the 
truth of the matter is that we 
are not responding to God as a 
unifi ed people. We fi nd that unity 
in the faith of the Church. 

St. Paul also reminds us that 
we are called to “pray, lifting 
up holy hands, without anger or 
argument” (1 Tim 2:8). Many 
people feel that arguing with 
great anger and passion will 
make their point more valid, 
but it usually results in greater 
defensiveness and division.

We’re all called to be 
active in the political 
process, but when we 
take it upon ourselves 
to change people’s 
opinions through 
argument and heavy 
handed persuasion, it’s 
called activism, and so 
often activism leads to 
division. It’s so easy 

for us to forget that it’s God who 
changes people’s hearts.

When confronted with partisan 
arguments, many are tempted 
to avoid politics altogether in 
order to keep their sanity, but 
for adults, participating in the 
political process is not optional.

In their 2008 Faithful Citizenship 
statement, the U.S. Bishops tell 
us, “In the Catholic Tradition, 
responsible citizenship is a 
virtue; participation in the 
political process is a moral 
obligation” (no. 13). Pope 
Francis also reminds us that 
“politics … is one of the highest 
forms of charity because it serves 
the common good.”

While we are all called to 
be involved in the political 
process, the start of any political 
conversation for a Catholic is 
our Catholic faith. We need to 
be grounded in our faith and our 
conscience needs to be formed 
by the moral and social teaching 
of the Church. Otherwise our 
misguided activism can lead us 
to support issues that are opposed 
to God’s will.

When we speak as a Church, 
we don’t speak as Democrats 
or Republicans – we are called 
to speak in a unifi ed voice as 
the people of God to defend 
the life and dignity of every 
human being. When people of 
faith approach politics in a spirit 
prayer and humility, it actually 
brings us together rather than 
dividing us. And when our many 
voices come together as one, it 
can have a strong moral impact 
our country.

As we approach the upcoming 
election, remember St. Paul’s 
advice: Set aside anger and 
argument and pray for our 
leaders. Know that God cares 
about the issues that we face 
in our nation, and be willing to 
speak the truth with one voice as 
the People of God. 

Editor’s note: 
Deacon Mike 
McKeown is director 
of Development and 
Healing Ministry for 
the Diocese of New 
Ulm.

‘O Lord, deliver me from 
partisanship’



Nine Days  
for Our State 
and Nation

As we approach Election Day, we ask for God’s guidance. 
By prayerfully turning to our Father, we are reminded that 
our nation is dependent upon his continued blessing, and 
acknowledge his sovereignty over all things, our political 
action included. After all, our vote isn’t to be frivolously cast; 
rather, it is to be used to build up a more just society where all 
can flourish.

This Novena includes reflections adapted from the USCCB’s 
“Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship,” and daily 
prayers of supplication. Use it to humbly prepare your heart 
for Election Day.

Daily Novena Prayer  
(Begin each day with this prayer)

Virgin Mary, patroness of America, please prepare our 
hearts as we take part in this year’s elections. Help us to 
humbly receive the wisdom of the Church, and to accept 
the importance of Her teachings in our lives and voting 
decisions. Guide us as we choose leaders who will best 

uphold the common good and the dignity of all.
In your Son’s name, Amen.

November 1: 
The Poor and Vulnerable

November 2:  
Care for creation

November 3:  
Labor and Economy

November 4:  
Marriage and Family

November 5: Immigration
November 6: Education November 7: Health Care

 In a special way, 
Christ calls us to 
care for the poor 
and vulnerable in 
our midst. While we 
must tend to these 
brothers and sisters 
with individual acts of 
charity, we must also 
strive to build a society 
where the basic needs of all can be met.  

Welfare policy should reduce poverty and dependency, 
strengthen family life, and help families break the cycle of poverty 
by addressing the factors of family breakdown. It should also 
provide a safety net for those who cannot work.

Read paragraphs 53 and 73-79 of Faithful Citizenship for more.

Prayer
 Christ Jesus, you told us that You are present in the “least of these.” 

Please help us elect officials who will support policies that complement 
our own individual efforts to care for the poor and vulnerable. In your 
name, Amen.

Discernment Question
• Where does the candidate stand on promoting policies that 

will help families break free from the cycle of poverty?

Care for creation 
is a moral issue. 
Protecting the land, 
water, and air we share 
is a religious duty of 
stewardship. It reflects 
our responsibility to the 
poor and weak among 
us, who are most 
vulnerable to environmental harm, and also to generations to 
come. 

Effective initiatives are required for energy conservation, 
sustainable agriculture, and the development of alternate, 
renewable and clean-energy resources. These policies must be 
pursued while maintaining proper respect for human life.

Read paragraphs 51, 79, and 86 of Faithful Citizenship for more.

Prayer
 Heavenly Father, you gave us this earth to till and to keep. May we 

elect leaders who pursue policies that respect the gift of creation and 
ensure its bounty is available to all, now and in the future. Through 
Christ, our Lord, Amen.

Discernment Question
• Where does the candidate stand on promoting policies that 

will help families break free from the cycle of poverty?

Economic 
decisions and 
institutions should 
be assessed according 
to whether they 
protect or undermine 
the dignity of the 
human person. 
Workers, owners, 
employers, and 
unions have a corresponding responsibility to work together to 
create decent jobs, build a more just economy, and advance the 
common good. Economic policy should promote the flourishing 
of all, not the interests of a few.

Read paragraphs 50, 52 and 73 of Faithful Citizenship for more.

Prayer
 Heavenly Father, you created man to work, glorifying you in our 

everyday labors. Help us to elect officials who recognize the dignity of 
work, and are committed to just economic policies. Through Christ, our 
Lord, Amen.

Discernment Question
• Where does the candidate stand on policies that foster 

economic participation and the creation of jobs that provide 
decent working conditions and just wages?

The family founded 
upon marriage is the 
basic cell of human 
society. The role, 
responsibilities, and 
needs of families 
should be central 
priorities.

Marriage must 
be promoted and 
protected as the lifelong exclusive commitment between a man 
and a woman, which serves as the source of the next generation 
and a protective haven for children. Social and economic policies 
should uphold the God-given meaning and value of marriage 
and family, help families stay together, and reward responsibility 
and sacrifice for children. We must also continue to affirm the 
complementarity of the sexes, and prevent the spread of harmful 
and false gender ideologies.

Read paragraphs 46, 70-71, and 75 of Faithful Citizenship for more.

Prayer
 Lord God, you willed that all children be conceived, born, and raised 

by a loving mother and father. Help us to discern and support elected 
officials who respect your plan for the family and will support its 
integrity through public policy. Through Christ, our Lord, Amen.

Discernment Question
• Where does the candidate stand on policies that protect the 

stability of the marriage bond and the best interests of children?

The Gospel 
mandate to “welcome 
the stranger” 
requires Catholics 
to care for and stand 
with newcomers, 
authorized and 
unauthorized. 

Comprehensive 
reform is urgently 
necessary to fix a broken immigration system. Reform should 
provide a pathway to citizenship for immigrants and prioritize 
family reunification, while addressing the root causes of 
migration and maintaining the right and responsibility of 
nations to control their borders.

Read paragraphs 81 and 70 of Faithful Citizenship for more.

Prayer
 Christ Jesus, you call upon us to welcome the stranger in our midst. 

May we elect officials who pursue policies that recognize the dignity of 
all migrants. In your name, Amen.

Discernment Question
• Where does the candidate stand on giving undocumented 

persons greater access to health care and transportation options 
to protect their dignity and support their families?

Parents — the first 
and most important 
educators — have 
a fundamental 
right to choose the 
education best suited 
to the needs of their 
children. Government 
policy should help 
provide options for 

parents, especially those of modest means, to exercise this right.
All persons have the right to receive a quality education. 

Young people, including those who are poor and those with 
disabilities, need the opportunity to develop intellectually, 
morally, spiritually, and physically, allowing them to become 
responsible citizens.

Read paragraphs 46 and 82-83 of Faithful Citizenship for more.

Prayer
 God the Father, you ask all parents to lead their children on the 

path of wisdom. Help us to discern and elect candidates who will 
support parents in this important vocation. Through Christ, our Lord, 
Amen.

Discernment Question
• Where does the candidate stand on expanding school choice 

options, such as tuition tax credits and opportunity scholarship 
programs?

Affordable and 
accessible health care is 
an essential safeguard 
of human life and a 
fundamental human 
right, yet millions of 
Americans still lack 
health care coverage.

The nation’s health 
care system needs to be 
rooted in values that respect human dignity, protect human life, 
respect the principle of subsidiarity, and meet the needs of the 
poor and the vulnerable. Employers should be able to provide 
health care without compromising their convictions, and 
individuals should be able to purchase health care that accords to 
their faith.

Read paragraphs 65-66, 75, and 80 of Faithful Citizenship for more.

Prayer
 Heavenly Father, you desire that all your children are adequately 

cared for. Guide our election day decisions so that we might choose 
leaders who are committed to ethical care for all. Through Christ, our 
Lord, Amen.

Discernment Question
• Where does the candidate stand on expanding access to 

health care, especially to the poor, while ensuring that employers 
and individuals can access health care without compromising 
their moral and religious beliefs?

October 30: Religious Liberty

 Religious liberty is our first 
and most cherished freedom. 
It is rooted in the very dignity 
of the human person, a 
fundamental human right 
that knows no geographical 
boundaries. 

But religious liberty is 
threatened in America. 
Individuals and faith-based 
organizations face increasing 
legal pressure to abandon their 
convictions as a requirement for full participation in society; the 
poor and vulnerable, whom they serve, suffer as a result. Now 
more than ever, we need leaders who recognize the importance of 
religious liberty and will take steps to protect it.

Read paragraphs 49, 72, and 76 of Faithful Citizenship for more.

Prayer
 Heavenly Father, you created us to love and serve you in everything 

we do. Please help us support candidates who will protect the rights of 
citizens to worship and fully practice their faith. Through Christ, Our 
Lord, Amen.

Discernment Questions
 • Where does the candidate stand on the right of religious 

institutions to operate and serve the general public in a manner 
consistent with the organization’s faith-based mission?

• Where does the candidate stand on the right of individuals to 
live their faith in their school, place of employment, or business?

October 31: Life and Bioethics

 Life is the most 
fundamental human 
good and the condition 
for all others. Each 
human life is willed 
by the Father, and 
therefore deserves 
protection from 
conception until 
natural death. 

But it is no secret that our nation is pervaded by a culture of 
death. Human life, from the unborn to the elderly and disabled, 
is devalued, and treated as a disposable commodity when it is 
deemed “inconvenient” or ceases to be “useful.” A society free 
from abortion and other forms of violence is a goal towards which 
elected officials must strive.

Read paragraphs 64-69 and 71 of Faithful Citizenship for more.

Prayer
 Heavenly Father, you created every human life with unrepeatable 

and inestimable value. May we elect candidates who have a profound 
reverence for the sanctity of human life, and seek to protect all lives from 
the moment of conception to a natural death. Through Christ, our Lord, 
Amen.

Discernment Questions
 • Where does the candidate stand on the need to enact 

legislative limits on abortion?

• Where does the candidate stand on reducing practices that 
destroy innocent human life, such as assisted suicide, embryonic 
stem cell research, gun violence, and wars of aggression?

Preparing for Election Day 2016

principled, prudent decisions. I ask for your continued blessing and protection upon our nation and our state.
Through Christ, our Lord, Amen

November 8: Prayer for Election Day
Don’t forget to vote!

Pray the Novena, which was written by the Minnesota 
Catholic Conference, with the bishops and  

access more Election Day resources at 
MNCatholic.org.
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by Jonathan Liedl

The level of distaste for both major 
parties’ presidential candidates is at 
an historic high. In the midst of this 
discontent, the traces of two distorted 
approaches to voting have become clear. 

One approach is to avoid voting 
altogether because of a dissatisfaction 
with the presidential candidates and an 
understandable (but incorrect) perception 
that all politicians are crooks, along with 
an attitude that voting doesn’t make much 
of a diff erence anyway.   

The other extreme overstates the 
importance of voting, turning a weighty 
responsibility into a pseudo-sacrament, as 
though the establishment of the kingdom 
of God depended on picking the right 
candidate. Those with this mindset can 
easily fall into the trap of “putting their 
trust in princes,” leading to unrealistic 
expectations of a candidate’s capacity to 
do good and self-imposed blindness to his 
or her fl aws.

The proper approach to voting is 
somewhere in between these extremes. 
It treats voting with the same measured 
perspective with which we are to consider 
other forms of political participation 
in a pluralistic, liberal democracy: as 
a prudent, practical engagement with 
an imperfect system for the sake of 
the common good. To borrow a phrase 
from theologian Gilbert Meilaender, this 
approach sees the importance of voting as 
“chastened, but not denuded.”

A duty of charity
In their 2016 update of “Forming 
Consciences for Faithful Citizenship,” 
the U.S. bishops remind Catholics that 
“responsible citizenship is a virtue.” 
While political participation can and 
should take many forms, exercising the 
right to vote in a representative democracy 
is a privileged duty. In fact, the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church says it is “morally 
obligatory” (no. 2240).

Why such strong language? The Church 
teaches that we, as laypeople, are 
compelled by an evangelical mandate 
of charity to work for the well-being of 
our brothers and sisters. One form of this 
work includes advocating for policies that 
foster human dignity and the common 
good, and electing representatives who 
will prioritize these values.   

Voting, though an imperfect system, is an 
important tool we can use to help shape 
the contours of our political landscape. 
Politics will not, nor does it aim to 
(properly understood), bring about the 
Kingdom, and voting will never put 
perfect candidates in offi  ce (because who 
is perfect?). But if done in an informed 
and principled manner, your vote can be 
used to protect innocent human life and 

promote the conditions for all to fl ourish 
– or at least mitigate the political damage 
that can be done.

An imperfect system
The obligation to exercise one’s right 
to vote does not mean we are required 
to vote in every race or for only those 
candidates likely to win. “Faithful 
Citizenship” informs us that one “can take 
the extraordinary step of not voting for 
any candidate” if all candidates promote 
intrinsic evils. Sometimes the candidates 
are so fl awed that it can be nearly 
impossible to reasonably discern who is 
the least-worst option. 

But such a decision should not be 
undertaken lightly, and should only come 
after serious discernment and study. We 
should not be so naïve as to always expect 
perfect candidates with the right position 
on every issue or without any personal 
fl aws, and then avoid voting generally 
because no one meets our exacting 
standards. Even when one cannot in good 
conscience justify a vote in a particular 
race we should remember that the ballot 
is full of important elections. Disgust with 
the presidential election by itself is not a 
good reason to stay home on Nov. 8.  

We are called to be faithful citizens within 
an imperfect system, prudently using our 
vote to bring about a limited good as best 
we can. As an unknown Church father 
wrote regarding the civic responsibilities 
of Christians, “So noble is the position to 
which God has assigned them that they 
are not allowed to desert it.” 

Editor’s note: Jonathan Liedl is 
Communications manager of the 
Minnesota Catholic Conference, the 
public policy voice of the Catholic Church 
in Minnesota.

by Mary Jane O’Brien

During election season, we hear a great 
deal about “following our consciences” 
and the need for conscience formation. 
The U.S. bishops off er their guide to 
faithful citizenship so that the principles of 
Catholic social teaching might inform our 
election-day decisions, and a number of 
organizations similarly put out a range of 
voting guides. 

But with the cacophony of voices that arise 
each election cycle, each telling us how we 
should be viewing things and which way to 
vote, it can become overwhelming to form 
our consciences in the midst of so much 
confusion. 

Witness of the saints
Since conscience is the ability to make a 
correct moral judgment about the rightness 

or wrongness of a particular action, it makes 
sense that so much emphasis is placed on its 
formation.

As Catholics, we know we are not able 
to make correct judgments without being 
formed – our intellects have been darkened 
by sin, and even our ability to discern the 
natural law written on our hearts has been 
fundamentally compromised. We need help 
in learning how to distinguish between good 
and evil actions, so that we may follow 
faithfully what we know to be just and right 
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 
1778).

Fortunately, the Catholic faith has not left 
us helpless in this matter. As our loving 
Mother, the Church has a rich teaching 
tradition by which we form our conscience. 
This formation includes following the light 
of reason, the Word of God, the gifts of the 

Holy Spirit, and the authoritative teaching of 
the Church (CCC, no. 1785). 

We can also be “aided by the witness or 
advice of others” (CCC, no. 1785), and 
we have no more beautiful witness to 
turn to than the saints. The witness of the 
saints is especially helpful when it comes 
to exemplifying the interconnectedness of 
all of Catholic social teaching, from the 
fundamental right to life to the preferential 
option for the poor.

Mother Teresa, model
The recent canonization of Mother Teresa 
of Calcutta brings to mind her powerful 
witness in living out the Gospel most fully. 
She embodied the corporal works of mercy 
by loving and serving the poorest of the 
poor and caring for lepers in the slums of

Getting voting right!
CASTING A PRINCIPLED, INFORMED VOTE THIS NOVEMBER 

An election year statement from the Roman Catholic bishops of Minnesota
 
Faithful citizenship means prayerful, active, and responsible participation in the political 
process. Th at includes knowledgeably exercising the right to vote with a well-formed 
conscience.

Voting is a privilege and an important duty. It is an opportunity for God’s faithful to love 
our neighbors by electing legislators who will hopefully enact policies that protect the 
weak, strengthen the family, promote the conditions for all to fl ourish, and ensure that 
citizens can practice their faith without fear of reprisal.

Th e responsibility of voting is especially important to Minnesotans this year; our 
entire state legislature is up for election. At a time when many Catholics feel politically 
homeless and not represented well by either party, this year’s elections provide a special 
opportunity to work for life and dignity where it matters most – in our own backyard. 
Minnesota Catholics should not let frustrations with the presidential race prevent them 
from participating in our many important local elections.
 
Th e choices we are to make on Election Day are not always obvious. We must rise above 
partisanship, self-interest, and emotions to elect candidates who are most likely to work 
for the common good and govern in a manner consistent with God’s providential care 
for all of creation. We should prepare ourselves by forming our consciences, studying the 
candidates’ positions and character, and turning to God for guidance in prayer.

As you get ready to cast your vote, we encourage you to visit the Minnesota Catholic 
Conference’s election resources center, at MNCatholic.org/election. Here, you’ll fi nd a 
novena to help you prayerfully prepare for election day, resources to help you fi nd out 
where the candidates stand on the issues, and materials for forming your conscience. 

Th ank you for bringing your faith into the public arena. 

And don’t forget to vote!

Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda
Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis

Bishop John M. LeVoir
Diocese of New Ulm

Bishop Michael J. Hoeppner
Diocese of Crookston
Bishop John M. Quinn
Diocese of Winona

Bishop Paul D. Sirba
Diocese of Duluth

Bishop Donald J. Kettler
Diocese of Saint Cloud

Auxilliary Bishop Andrew H. Cozzens
Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis

Mother Teresa and conscience formation

(Continued on page 11)

Th e Minnesota Catholic Conference has produced a video version 
of this important and inspiring election year statement featuring all 
the bishops of Minnesota. To view the video version or for additional 
election year resources, visit https://mncatholic.org/.
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grants from Catholic Charities 
USA (CCUSA) were made 
available for distribution by local 
parishes to help those aff ected. 
Second collections at parish 
Masses throughout the diocese 
were then conducted to provide 
additional fi nancial assistance.

As a member of Minnesota’s 
Voluntary Organizations Active 
in Disaster (VOAD), Catholic 
Charities also lobbied for 
volunteer crews to travel to 
Watkins to help tornado victims 
remove fallen trees and clean up 
debris from their yards following 
the storm.

Tschumperlin appreciated the 
additional help. Two days after 
the tornado, workers had already 
taken down the remaining walls of 
her house and placed a protective 
cover over the foundation. On 
day three, crews from Catholic 
United Financial and International 
Orthodox Christian Charities – 
both members of Minnesota’s 
VOAD – raked and leveled the 
lawn, and threw remaining debris 
into a large dumpster on the street.

“People are there to help, I mean, 
they’re great,” Tschumperlin said 
about the volunteers who helped 
prepare her lot for rebuilding. She 
hopes to have a new home on her 
old foundation by winter.

Relief for tornado victims
As director of Catholic Charities 
for the Diocese of New Ulm, Tom 
Keaveny has to be prepared for 
the unexpected. When news of 
the storms came, he knew exactly 
what to do. He cited the tornado 

response as “a good example of 
what can happen if we follow our 
emergency response protocols.”

“When a natural disaster occurs, 
Catholic Charities’ national 
organization (CCUSA) allows any 
diocese or any Catholic Charities 
to immediately apply for $10,000 
for humanitarian assistance,” he 
related.

“So the day of the tornado, … 
when I saw it on TV I said, 
‘Tomorrow morning we’re going 
to be busy,’ and by noon we had 
the approval (from Bishop John 
M. LeVoir) to submit the CCUSA 
application. By the following 
Monday the money was wired 
here.” 

A state disaster declaration 
by Gov. Mark Dayton helped 
to ensure the success of the 
application. Within a week of the 
storm, Keaveny delivered checks 
for $8,000 to St. Anthony in 
Watkins and $2,000 to St. Philip 
in Litchfi eld.

The funds were to be made 
available to any storm victim, 
whether Catholic or not, to 
reimburse for out-of-pocket 
expenses, unmet deductibles, 
and damages not covered by 
insurance.

Local distribution
At St. Anthony, Keaveny met 
with parochial administrator Fr. 
Aaron Nett and suggested that 
the parish serve as the focal point 
for distributing funds donated 
by CCUSA and a forthcoming 
diocesan special collection 
approved by Bishop LeVoir.

Fr. Nett, parish secretary Jessica 

Teicher, and two parish trustees, 
Don Neisen and Cindy Kuechle, 
formed a committee to review 
applications and allocate funds. 
They put ads for the grants on 
the parish Web site, in the parish 
bulletin, at the church and at 
Watkins City Hall. 

The application form assured 
confi dentiality and asked 
questions to determine legitimate 
need. It asked people to specify 
non-reimbursable expenses, along 
with income. The review team 
especially wanted the money to 
help those struggling to pay out-
of-pocket expenses. 

“There was some pretty signifi cant 
loss with some of the people in 
town,” Teicher said. “There’s still 
some houses with tarps on their 
roofs waiting for their turn with 
contractors” nearly two months 
after the tornado.

Teicher said Neisen, a retired 
Watkins banker, was really helpful 
on the committee. “He would 
know the people, so if there were 
any questions he could just call 
them up and ask. Sometimes he 
would even help them fi gure out 
some of the insurance stuff .”

Many contributors
The second collection that 
Catholic Charities coordinated in 
the diocese raised over $11,000, 
which included a number of 
donations made through the 
diocese’s Web site.

Approximately $5,000 was raised 
by a second collection at St. 
Anthony. Neighboring parishes 
also took up their own second 
collections and forwarded the 
monies to St. Anthony. 

Fr. Don Wagner, pastor for 
three parishes in the St. Cloud 
diocese and a friend of Fr. Nett, 
had experienced a tornado while 
serving in Wadena fi ve years ago. 
His parishioners gave $4,000 in 
second collections. 

The Southwest Initiative 
Foundation based in Hutchinson 
gave $16,835, directing that 
$5,200 go to Litchfi eld.  The city 
of Watkins contributed more than 
$37,000.

To avoid payments to individuals 
for the same expense by diff erent 
organizations, St. Anthony 
became the distribution point for 
all funds available to Watkins 
residents. Teicher said they were 
grateful to support the community 
in this way, since the church 
hardly incurred any damage and 
they had lots of volunteer help.

All told, the contributions for 
Watkins came to over $80,000. 
Teicher reported giving 34 grants 
totaling $73,562 to date. The 
average was $3,000, with the 
smallest being $500 and $5,000 
the largest.

Additionally, Fr. Joe Steinbeisser 
at St Philip wrote checks totaling 
$2,000 to three individuals.  
Another $1,500 went for 
Econofoods and Walmart gift 
certifi cates for immediate needs to 
people forced out of their homes.

After the tornadoes, rain
Keaveny was to report on tornado 
recovery in Watkins and Litchfi eld 
during a VOAD conference 
call Aug. 12. The call, which 
can occur daily during times of 
disaster, is how Catholic Charities 
and other aid organizations, such 
as the Red Cross, Salvation Army, 
and Lutheran Social Services, 
coordinate their disaster relief 
eff orts.

Instead, Keaveny and other 
participants discussed the 
Willmar and Olivia fl ooding 
the previous two days. He was 
already preparing another CCUSA 
application. Once again, Catholic 
Charities was able to provide 
emergency assistance with a 
$10,000 CCUSA grant within a 
week of the storm. 

Fr. Steve Verhelst, pastor of the 
parishes in the Jesus Our Living 
Water Area Faith Community 
in the Willmar area, said the 
$10,000 was evenly split between 
his AFC and the Heart of Jesus 
AFC, which includes St. Aloysius 

in Olivia. Fr. Dennis Labat and 
Fr. George Schmit and a trustee 
from St. Aloysius and St. Mary 
in Bird Island reviewed Olivia’s 
applications.

Fr. Verhelst announced from the 
pulpit and in the bulletin that 
relief funds were available. “Word 
of that spread quickly as you 
might guess,” he said. “I think 
we’ve received 10 applications to 
date and were able to help all of 
them.”

At St. Mary in Willmar, Fr. 
Verhelst and the parish tithing 
committee reviewed applications. 
Both St. Mary and Our Lady of 
the Lake in Spicer tithe on their 
parish income. “So we used some 
tithing money as well,” he said. 

“Primarily, what people needed 
were appliances like washers, 
dryers, and water heaters. These 
aren’t typically covered by fl ood 
insurance,” he said.

“Several of the families were 
single mothers with three or four 
children. They barely have enough 
money to make ends meet to 
begin with,” he said. “We didn’t 
set a maximum grant amount.” 

The diocesan special collection 
for fl ood relief raised almost 
$9,800, which was also evenly 
split between Willmar and Olivia.

Grateful for relief grants
According to Keaveny, CCUSA 
doesn’t restrict the number of 
applications a diocese can submit, 
except that only one can be 
requested for each weather-related 
event.

Since 2007, Catholic Charities has 
received three disaster assistance 
grants: one for straight-line wind 
damage in Swift County (Benson 
and Clontarf), and now for the 
tornadoes in Meeker County 
and fl ooding in Kandiyohi and 
Renville Counties.

The CCUSA grants have been 
extremely helpful, especially 
when combined with the diocesan 
special collections and other 
donations. “We’ve gotten thank-
you cards back from people we 
gave money to saying they were 
just very appreciative,” Teicher 
said.

Editor’s note: Dan Rossini 
contributed to this story.

Catholic relief funds made available to all disaster victims

Calcutta, and her entire life was a 
model of the “preferential option 
for the poor” we are called to 
uphold. 

At the same time, St. Teresa gave 
witness to the fundamental right 
to life that every person possesses, 
by virtue of their God-given 
dignity. In numerous speeches, 
including the 1994 National 
Prayer Breakfast, St. Teresa made 
headlines by calling abortion “a 
war against the child, a direct 
killing of the innocent child, 
murder by the mother herself.”

She asked how we could be 
surprised “when we hear of 

murders, of killings, of wars, of 
hatred. If a mother can kill her 
own child, what is left but for us 
to kill each other?” 

As she rightly noted, “any country 
that accepts abortion is not 
teaching its people to love, but to 
use any violence to get what they 
want,” and for these reasons, the 
“spiritual poverty” of abortion is 
“the worst poverty and the most 
diffi  cult to overcome,” far worse 
than the material poverty to which 
Mother Teresa daily attended.   

Far from seeing a divide between 
helping the poor and upholding 
the right to life of every person, 
St. Teresa saw truly that the failure 

to defend the very right to exist of 
the most vulnerable among us is 
simultaneously an abject failure to 
serve the poor in any lasting way. 
Our moral obligation to care for 
the poor begins with protecting 
their right to live.

By forming our consciences in 
the light of the Church and the 
witnesses of her saints, we form 
our ability to judge concrete 
situations rightly and to live out 
our faith, in the voting booth and 
beyond.

Editor’s note: Mary Jane O’Brien 
is the business manager of the 
Minnesota Catholic Conference. 

(Continued from page 1)

Mother Teresa
(Continued from page 10)
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by Fr. Aaron Johanneck

What is the most important 
activity of the week? What is 
the very center of our lives as 
Catholics?

It is our keeping of the Lord’s 
Day – Sunday – through our 
participation in the Holy 
Sacrifi ce of 
Mass. It is 
the praise and 
adoration we 
give to God the 
Father, through 
Jesus Christ 
his Son, in the 
Holy Spirit, 
and our reception of Christ’s 
sacred Body and Blood in the 
Holy Eucharist. It is our entering 
into the Church’s sacred liturgy: 
that is, her offi  cial and public 
worship and prayer.

The liturgy of the Church 
includes the seven sacraments, 
the Liturgy of the Hours, as 
well as other offi  cial prayers – 
and blessings of the Church all 
centered on the Holy Eucharist.

The liturgy is the center of the 
Christian life because it is the 
“place” where we encounter 
the Lord Jesus unlike anywhere 
else. It is where the saving 
events of our faith are made 
present to us, and where we are 
made present to them.

The liturgy is where we are 
put into real contact with 
the Passion, Death, and 
Resurrection of Christ. It is 
what allows these events to 
have power and to bear fruit in 
our lives. The sacred liturgy is 
where we off er ourselves most 
perfectly as a sacrifi ce pleasing 
to God.

A gift so powerful, profound, 
and rich is something upon 
which we could, and indeed 
should, spend our whole lives 
meditating. The more we 
understand what the Church’s 
liturgy is, the more we grow in 
our love and appreciation of it; 
and the more we are able 
to enter in, allowing the 
saving mysteries recalled 
and made present to bear 
fruit in our lives and to 
form us more and more 
into the likeness Jesus 
Christ.

This is the purpose of 

these refl ections on the sacred 
liturgy. Each month we will 
focus on some aspect of the 
Church’s liturgy with the hope 
that this will aid and deepen 
our full, conscious, and active 
participation. 

These refl ections are entitled 
Sursum corda, which is Latin 

for “Lift up 
your hearts.” 
These words are 
taken from the 
liturgy itself. 
They are part 
of the dialogue 
that takes place 
between the 

priest and the people at the 
beginning of the Preface prayed 
in the Holy Mass just before the 
Holy, Holy, Holy or Sanctus.

They are words of exhortation 
off ered by the priest as we move 
into the Eucharistic Prayer, the 
heart and center of the Mass, 
where the bread and wine 
are transubstantiated into the 
Body and Blood of Christ, and 
where the faithful join with 
Christ, through the ministry of 
the priest, in “confessing the 
great deeds of God and in the 
off ering of Sacrifi ce” (“General 
Instruction of the Roman 
Missal,” no. 78).

Here we are exhorted to lift 
up our hearts, to lift up our 
innermost selves “above the 
confusion of our apprehensions, 
our desires, our narrowness, 
our distraction” (Benedict XVI, 
Wednesday Audience, Sept. 26, 
2012), and to focus our attention 
on the Lord who loves us 
beyond all imagining.

The hope is that these humble 
refl ections on the sacred liturgy 
may help us to do just that: to 
“lift up our hearts” to the Lord; 
to off er him fi tting worship and 
adoration; to receive his gifts 
and be transformed by him. 

Until next month!

Editor’s note:
Fr. Aaron Johanneck 
is the director of the 
Offi  ce of Worship
for the Diocese of 
New Ulm.

by Matt Hadro
Catholic News Agency

WASHINGTON – After the 
chair of the U.S. Commission 
on Civil Rights called current 
appeals to religious freedom 
“hypocrisy,” one archbishop 
rebuked his statement as 
“reckless” and ignorant.

“These statements painting 
those who support religious 
freedom with the broad brush of 
bigotry are reckless and reveal 
a profound disregard for the 
religious foundations of his own 
work,” Archbishop William Lori 
of Baltimore said.

Archbishop Lori chairs the U.S. 
bishops' Ad Hoc Committee on 
Religious Liberty and made his 
comments Sept. 13 in reaction to 
a recent statement by the chair 
of the U.S. Commission on Civil 
Rights Martin Castro.

The commission had released its 
report “Peaceful Coexistence: 
reconciling non-discrimination 
principles with religious 
liberties” the previous week. The 
report was in the works for three 
years, exploring the confl icts 
between anti-discrimination laws 
and religious exemptions from 
those laws.

One example of that confl ict 
might be Christian owners 
of a bakery who decline to 
bake a cake for a same-sex 
wedding, despite a state’s anti-
discrimination laws. Or it could 
be a parochial school choosing 
to make employment decisions 
based on a person’s religious 
beliefs and conduct.

Or, in a high-profi le case, a 
religious order like the Little 
Sisters of the Poor might 
refuse out of conscience to 
have contraceptives covered 
in the health plans of their 
employees, and thus be accused 
of discriminating against those 
employees.

Regarding these confl icts, 
Chairman Castro, a Democrat 
and Obama appointee, issued 
a particularly strong statement 
against many appeals to religious 
freedom today.

“The phrases ‘religious liberty’ 
and ‘religious freedom’ will stand 
for nothing except hypocrisy so 

long as they remain code words 
for discrimination, intolerance, 
racism, sexism, homophobia, 
Islamophobia, or any form of 
intolerance,” he said. 

He added that “today, as in past, 
religion is being used as both a 
weapon and a shield by those 
seeking to deny others equality. 
In our nation’s past religion has 
been used to justify slavery and 
later, Jim Crow laws.”

Shocking comparison
Archbishop Lori called Castro's 
comparison of today’s religious 
leaders with yesterday’s 
segregationists “shocking.”

“He makes the shocking 
suggestion that Catholic, 
evangelical, orthodox Jewish, 
Mormon, and Muslim 
communities are comparable to 
fringe segregationists from the 
civil rights era,” the archbishop 
said.

Faith leaders have a proud 
tradition of supporting the 
cause of civil rights in the U.S., 
Archbishop Lori insisted. “Can 
we imagine the civil rights 
movement without Rev. Martin 
Luther King, Fr. Theodore 
Hesburgh, and Rabbi Abraham 
Joshua Heschel?” he asked.

That tradition continues today, he 
added.

“Today, Catholic priests, 
religious, and laity can be found 
walking the neighborhood 
streets of our most struggling 
communities in places abandoned 
by a 'throwaway culture' that 
has too often determined that 
quick profi ts matter more than 
communities,” he said.

“We are there off ering education, 
health care, social services, and 
hope, working to serve as the 
‘fi eld hospital’ Pope Francis has 
called us to be.”

“Rest assured, if people of faith 
continue to be marginalized, it is 
the poor and vulnerable, not the 
Chairman and his friends, who 
will suff er,” Archbishop Lori 
maintained.

Reducing religious freedom
“Peaceful Coexistence,” 
released last month, sided with 
anti-discrimination protections 
when they are in a perceived 

confl ict with religious freedom 
exemptions, and asks that 
religious exemptions be as 
narrow as possible.

“Civil rights protections ensuring 
nondiscrimination, as embodied 
in the Constitution, laws, and 
policies, are of preeminent 
importance in American 
jurisprudence,” the report stated.

Meanwhile, “religious 
exemptions to the protections 
of civil rights based upon 
classifi cations such as race, color, 
national origin, sex, disability 
status, sexual orientation, and 
gender identity, when they are 
permissible, signifi cantly infringe 
upon these civil rights,” it added.
Furthermore, the report 
recommended that the Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act be 
amended, which could mean a 
massive shift in religious freedom 
jurisprudence.

The act was passed in 1993 – 
with a 97-3 vote in the U.S. 
Senate – after the Supreme Court 
ruled in Employment Division v. 
Smith that a person’s religiously 
motivated actions were not 
protected when they confl icted 
with existing law.

Thus, RFRA created a process to 
determine whether a religiously-
motivated action could be 
exempt from federal law. The 
law must not “substantially 
burden a person’s exercise of 
religion” unless the government 
can “demonstrate” that it is “in 
furtherance of a compelling 
governmental interest” and “is 
the least restrictive means” of 
doing so.

The Supreme Court in 2014 ruled 
that Hobby Lobby, a closely-held 
for-profi t corporation run by 
the Green family, was protected 
under the law. 

In response last week, the U.S. 
Commission on Civil Rights 
insisted that only “individuals 
and religious institutions” and 
not businesses could be protected 
under the law, “and only to the 
extent that they do not unduly 
burden civil liberties and civil 
rights protections against status-
based discrimination.”

States should follow suit with 
their own RFRA-type laws, the 
report added.

Archbishop Lori slams ‘reckless’ 
comments by civil rights chair

Monthly refl ections will
‘lift up our hearts’

Sursum Corda
Refl ections on the Sacred Liturgy

L i f t  U p  Yo u r  H e a r t s
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by Ronda Mathiowetz
DCCW President

The mission of the National 
Council of Catholic Women is to 
support, empower, and educate 
Catholic women in spirituality, 
leadership, and service.

The NCCW lived up to this 
statement at its 2016 annual 
convention in Indianapolis Sept. 
7-10. Over 600 women attended 
from all over the United States.

In her keynote address, Sr. Donna 
Markham, president and CEO of 
Catholic Charities USA, used the 
parable of the Good Samaritan to 
remind us that Jesus is calling us 
to be Good Samaritans or good 
innkeepers. We are to care for 
our brothers and sisters in need in 
whatever way we can.

Another speaker was Maria 
Morera Johnson, a CatholicMom.
com blogger and cohost of 
SPQN’s Catholic Weekend. 
She shared her story of being 
a Cuban immigrant and how 
her befriending the saints has 
inspired and helped in her 
journey of loving and supporting 

her husband, who has ALS.

With the help of the saints and 
God’s mercy, her husband has 
lived past his “expiration date” 
given by his doctors. Her story of 
receiving mercy truly inspired us 
to look to the saints for guidance.

Judy Hehr, radio show host from 

Wisconsin, shared her life story 
of God’s infi nite love and mercy, 
which brought her out of a life 
of unworthiness. She explained 
how her “mess” has turned into a 
message and her “test” has turned 
into a testimony for God.

The awareness of human 
traffi  cking in our world and 

even in our small towns really 
hit home when we listened to 
Katarina Rosenblatt, a survivor 
of human traffi  cking. Her story 
of survival from being traffi  cked 
from ages 13 through 17 was 
heartbreaking and gave us all 
inspiration to do whatever we can 
to help in the fi ght against this 
evil in our world.

Rosenblatt has taught courses 
on human traffi  cking and 
domestic violence and has been 
a consultant to the Department 
of Homeland Security and the 
FBI. She is the founder of There 
is H.O.P.E. For Me, a foundation 
that specializes in mentoring and 
supporting victims of human 
traffi  cking.

As NCCW Service Commission 
chair, our own Chris 
Heiderscheidt has done an 
excellent job bringing awareness 
of human traffi  cking to our 
diocese and promoting ways that 
we can fi ght against it.

One way is to post brochures 
in gas station and restaurant 
bathrooms with the hotline phone 
number of the National Human 
Traffi  cking Resource Center 
(888-373-7888) for victims to see 
and hopefully call to get help. 

There is just too much to 
share about this wonderful and 
inspirational event to fi t into this 
article. I encourage all women 
to consider attending next year’s 
convention, which will be held 
Sept. 6-9 in Dallas.

Outstanding speakers inspire women at 2016 NCCW Convention

by Dorothy Vandendriessche
NUDCCW Legislation 
Committee Coordinator

The purpose of the NUDCCW 
Legislation Committee is to 
encourage members of the 
New Ulm Diocesan Council of 
Catholic Women to fulfi ll their 
responsibility to advocate for 
Catholic Social Teaching.

As Catholics, we have a 
responsibility to participate in the 
democratic process, supporting 
legislation that upholds human 
dignity and promotes the 
common good. 

The mission we have received 
from Jesus Christ includes a call 
to participate in forming and 
sustaining a moral society based 
on the teachings of Jesus Christ 
and the tradition of the Church. 
To do so, we each need to 
inform our consciences. Forming 
our consciences for faithful 
citizenship exemplifi es love for 
Christ by internalizing and acting 
upon his gospel teachings and the 
social principles of his Church. 

More important than how we vote 
is how we come to the conclusion 
of how to vote.

Am I advocating for legislation 
which promotes human life 
and dignity? Where can I fi nd 
helpful resources for this type 
of conscience formation? The 
Minnesota Catholic Conference’s 
Web page, mncatholic.org/
election, provides some great 
resources! 

As NUDCCW Legislative 
Committee coordinator, I have 
encouraged CCW members to 
join MCC’s Catholic Advocacy 
Network. Established by the 
Catholic bishops of Minnesota, 
the MCC is the public policy 
voice of the Catholic Church in 
Minnesota. 

There are questionnaires at 
mncatholic.org/election that 
equip us to reach out to local 
candidates and fi nd out where 
they stand on key issues. There 
is also a tool for “discerning your 
vote,” and a link to the USCCB’s 
“Forming Consciences for 

Faithful Citizenship.”

To sign up for the Catholic 
Advocacy Network, visit 
mncatholic.org, click on “Take 
Action” and then “Action Center” 
from the drop-down menu. Then 
fi ll out the form, including your 
e-mail address. Entering your 
street address aids in matching 
you with your elected offi  cials.

(Those who participated in the 
recent Life and Dignity Sunday 
by fi lling out a form from the 
MCC in church should already be 
part of the network.)

Via e-mail the network provides 
updates from the State Capitol 
and sends periodic “Action 
Alerts” asking members to 
call, send a letter, or e-mail 
their legislators. Pre-written 
communications are provided; 
you may personalize the sample 
message.

Become an advocate for Catholic 
Social Teaching; together we can 
make a diff erence!

Building a better society through DCCW

Women from the Diocese of New Ulm attend the 2016 National Council of Catholic Women 
Convention held in Indianapolis Sept. 24-27. In the front row are (from left)  Annette Rohlik, Jan 
Noyes, Ronda Mathiowetz, Chris Heiderscheidt, Marianne Schotzko, and Dorothy Vandendriessche. 
Back row: Msgr. Eugene Lozinski (left), Heather Hoffmann, Kristy Suess, Tracy Meyer, Shirley Nowak, 
Roselin Jonas, Donna Sanders, Judy Hoffer, and Anita Schwartz.

CCW Recognition Sunday
Bishop John M. LeVoir signs the proclamation declaring Sunday, 
Oct. 9, 2016 CCW (Council of Catholic Women) Recognition 
Sunday. Pictured standing behind the bishop from the left are 
Marianne Schotzko, diocesan CCW Spirituality Commission 
chairperson; Ronda Mathiowetz, diocesan CCW president; and 
Msgr. Eugene Lozinski, diocesan CCW spiritual advisor.



with three more women planning 
to enter before Christmas.

“I really think that young women 
are looking for what’s authentic,” 
said Mother Stella Marie, superior 
of the monastery. She said their 
community strives to be “very, 
very faithful” to the tradition of 
St. Teresa of Avila, founder of 
the Discalced Carmelites, using 
the Carmelite Rite with the same 

prayers and feast days St. Teresa 
celebrated. Mass and the Divine 
Offi  ce are prayed in Latin.

“My second language is Italian so, 
thanks be to God, Latin has not 
been diffi  cult for me,” Sr. Mary 
Elia said. However, she admits 
that other aspects of the Carmelite 
Rite took time to learn. “After 
two years here I still watch out of 
the corner of my eye to see when 
the sister next to me is standing, 
kneeling, or bowing.”

The nuns spend most of their 
day praying. They limit their 
contact with the outside world. 
The McKeown family is allowed 
to visit Sr. Mary Elia three days 
each year, speaking to her through 
a double grille. Outside Advent 
and Lent, the family exchanges 
monthly letters.

“Gina and I both appreciate 
her call to the cloistered, 
contemplative life,” Deacon 
McKeown said, “but it can be 
emotional when you realize that 
she will never come home again 
to visit or be present for holidays 
or special events.”

When the couple attended Sr. 
Mary Elia’s clothing ceremony 
last year, they sat with the 
congregation at Mass, while their 
daughter was on the other side of 
the grille with her community. 

“You want your child to be happy 
and follow God’s call, but there is 
also a pain that is always present 
in the separation. That’s part of 

the sacrifi ce that leads to great 
blessings,” Deacon McKeown 
explained.

He said God has blessed the 
family in “numerous ways” in the 
two years since Sr. Mary Elia’s 
entrance, including powerful 
answers to several prayers the 
nuns have off ered for them.
Sr. Mary Elia says the most 
surprising blessing has been the 
“unfailing gentleness” of her sister 
nuns. 

She tells her parents that “life 
in a cloistered, contemplative 
order is not the prison that people 
imagine it to be,” her father said. 
“There’s a joy and grace that can 
only come by fully responding to 
God’s call for your life.”

What attracts a young woman to 
live within the cloister, with none 
of the technology her generation 
takes for granted? “I think the 
primary attraction is a hidden life 
of intimacy with our Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament,” Sr. Mary Elia 
said, harking back to her original 
call to religious life. 

Mother Stella Marie concurred. 
Life in the cloister “is a life of 
complete giving oneself over to 
our Lord in love,” she said. “Love 
always goes hand in hand with 
sacrifi ce.”

Having sacrifi ced the 
connectedness of our digital 
culture, Sr. Mary Elia has found 
the connection with God her heart 
has longed for.

consecrated life
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by Connie Rossini
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

NEW ULM – Most members 
of the millennial generation – 
those born between 1982 and 
2004 – spend hours each day 
using digital media. They were 
raised on tabloid talk shows and 
“Survivor.”

But one millennial from the 
Diocese of New Ulm has found 
joy living without computers 
or television in a cloistered 
Carmelite monastery.

Sr. Mary Elia was born Carly 
McKeown to Deacon Michael 
and Gina McKeown of Seaforth. 
After spending time in adoration 
before the Blessed Sacrament 
when she was 10, she told her 
parents she felt God calling her to 
religious life.

“I assumed that she had read 
something about the life of a saint 
and was just an impressionable 
10-year-old,” Deacon McKeown 
said. “Gina and I didn’t really 
give it much thought.”

Yet Carly’s desire remained 
steadfast. When she was 18 she 
entered the Sisters of Reparation, 
an order of active sisters in 
Steubenville, Ohio. She believed 
she had found her home.

God had something even more 
countercultural in mind for her, 
however. Shortly after entering 
the order, while reading the works 
of the Carmelite saint Elizabeth 
of the Trinity, she was struck with 
a longing for a life dedicated to 
prayer.

Her superior and spiritual director 
encouraged her to remain where 
she was. Once again, however, 
the longing stayed with her, 
growing stronger over the next 
decade.

“I saw clearly that it was God’s 
will for me when both my 
superior and spiritual director 
gave me their blessing to pursue 
a Carmelite vocation,” Sr. Mary 
Elia wrote in correspondence with 
The Prairie Catholic.

Bishop William J. Watersheid, 
auxiliary bishop of Pittsburgh, 
introduced her to the recently 
founded Discalced Carmelite 
community in Elysburg, Pa. She 
entered in September 2014.

The Discalced Carmelite nuns 
established a monastery in the 
Diocese of Lincoln, Neb., in 2001. 
Within eight years, the monastery 
was overfl owing with vocations, 
so they made the new foundation 
in Elysburg with 11 nuns. Today 
the Elysburg community has 25, 

Solemnly professed nuns from the Carmel of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph in Elysburg, Pa., participate 
in a groundbreaking ceremony for their new monastery in Fairfi eld, Pa. in June 2016. Formerly Carly 
McKeown of Seaforth, Sr. Mary Elia is among 25 current members of the religious community, which 
is expecting three more this year. To respect their privacy, the nuns are not identifi ed in photographs.                            
                            (Photo courtesy of Chris Heisey/The Catholic Witness of the Diocese of Harrisburg, Pa.)

Former Seaforth resident fi nds joy in Carmelite monastery

Chapel blessing in Ghent

GHENT - Fr. Craig Timmerman pours Holy Chrism on the altar of the new chapel of the Sisters of 
Mary, Morning Star in their convent in Ghent Sept. 4. In the altar were enclosed fi rst-class relics 
of St. John Paul II and St. Mother Teresa. Nine priests and an overfl ow crowd of about 150 people 
came for the Mass to bless the chapel, which is named for Our Lady of Mercy. Fr. Timmerman said 
in his homily that he hopes the new chapel will become a place of mercy, a place of refuge for those 
who suffer and struggle and a place of prayer for priests and young people. The Sisters of Mary 
Morning Star is a contemplative, non-cloistered group of religious sisters. Established in Ghent in 
2014, there are currently 10 sisters living in the Church of St. Eloi rectory and school. To fi nd out 
more about the sisters, make a donation, or send in a prayer request, contact them at 507-428-3919; 
sistersofmarymorningstar@gmail.com; 318 West McQuestion Street, Ghent, MN 56239.   
                                                                                                                                (Contributed photo)
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NEW ULM - A young woman kneels in the main aisle before the 
Blessed Sacrament at the Diocese of New Ulm’s Cor Jesu event Sept. 
17 at the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in New Ulm. About 50 youth 
attended the evening, which included adoration, Benediction, praise 
and worship music, and the Sacrament of Reconciliation, along with 
fellowship afterwards in Leifeld Hall. The Offi ce of Youth Ministry has 
increased its Cor Jesu offerings to eight for the 2016-2017 academic 
year at various locations around the diocese. The next will be at the 
Church of St. Mary in Sleepy Eye on Friday, Oct. 21 beginning at 7:15 
p.m. For a complete schedule, visit www.dnu.org/cor-jesu.     
                                                                                  (Photo by Dan Rossini)

SLEEPY EYE - The second grade class at St. Mary’s Catholic School in Sleepy Eye gathers 
for a photo in front of the Door of Mercy at Schoenstatt on the Lake in Sleepy Eye on Sept. 
20. All students from the elementary and high schools participated in a pilgrimage to the 
Schoenstatt Shrine that day. They walked to the Shrine, entered through the Door of Mercy, 
and spent time in prayer in the chapel. Prior to the pilgrimage, the third through 12th graders 
also celebrated the Sacrament of Reconciliation at St. Mary’s Church in partial fulfi llment of 
the requirements of the plenary indulgence for the Year of Mercy.            (Contributed photo)

Youth make Year of Mercy pilgrimage

OLIVIA - On Sept. 11 the Heart of Jesus Area Faith Community Youth Group hosted their 
third annual kickball tournament in Olivia. This ecumenical event for grades seven through 12 
was held at Dirks Park with Fr. George Schmit serving as one of three referees. Over 60 youth 
competed on six teams. The championship team was Avocados for Rent: Elsa Skeie (front left), 
Kaylee Kirk, and Neil Young. Back row: Sydney Lanoue (left), Reed Stadther, Jack Ryan, Captain 
Jon Schulte, Thomas Meyers, Mason Mages, and Luke Ryan.                      (Contributed photo)

Kickball champions!
Heart of Jesus AFC hosts youth kickball tournamentDiscovering the ‘Heart of Jesus’

Upcoming events
Virtual Learning Community 
for Faith Formation (VLCFF) 
Cycle 7 will be Oct. 16 – Nov. 
19, 2016, with registration closing 
Oct. 12. Five-week and three-week 
courses are off ered. Certifi cates 
for catechists, youth ministers, 
and social concerns committee 
members are available. For 
course information or to register, 
visit http://vlc.udayton.edu. 
Scholarships are available for those 
involved in catechetical ministry; 
contact Bryan Reising at 507-233-
5324; breising@dnu.org.

Captivating: Embrace the 
Power, Freedom, and Beauty 
of a Woman’s Soul, a retreat for 
women, will be held Oct. 21-23 at 
the Abbey of the Hills in Marvin, 
S.D. Join Mary Jo Gallagher and 
the retreat team as they journey 
into the deep mysteries of the 
feminine soul through teaching 
sessions, fi lms, music, guided 
periods of refl ection, journaling, 
and worship. The retreat will begin 
with dinner on Friday at 6 p.m. 
and will conclude on Sunday at 
3 p.m. Register online at www.
abbeyofthehills.com.

A Jubilee Year Retreat Day will 
be off ered on Friday, Nov. 11 from 

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Schoenstatt 
on the Lake in Sleepy Eye. The 
retreat day will consist of talks, 
Reconciliation, Mass, Holy Year 
prayers, and activities.  Suggested 
donation of $15 for the day 
includes lunch and snacks. Visit 
http://www.schoenstattmn.com/
events.html for more information, 
or contact Sr. M. Jessica 
Swedzinski at 612-618-9334; 
srjessica@schsrsmary.org.

Mass and closing of the Holy 
Door at Schoenstatt Shrine will 
be celebrated by the Bishop’s 
delegate, Msgr. Eugene Lozinski, 
on Saturday, Nov. 12 at 11 a.m. 
Everyone is welcome to attend.

Riverbend TEC (Together 
Encountering Christ) will host a 
retreat Nov. 19-21 in Bird Island. 
Riverbend TEC is a three-day 
Catholic retreat experience that 
focuses on the Paschal Mystery of 
Jesus Christ. Weekends begin at 
9:30 a.m. on the fi rst day and end 
at 4:30 p.m. on the third day. For 
more information, call 320-523-
1271, or e-mail riverbendtec@
gmail.com. 
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WASHINGTON (CNA/EWTN 
News) – A U.N. resolution 
against further nuclear 
weapons tests drew praise from 
the U.S. Catholic bishops, who 
repeated their support for the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
in the wake of North Korean 
weapons tests.

The U.S. bishops’ conference 
“welcomes the action of the U.N. 
Security Council as encouraging 
this important step toward a world 
without nuclear weapons,” Bishop 
Oscar Cantú of Las Cruces, N.M. 
said Sept. 23.
 
The prelate, who chairs the 
U.S. bishops’ Committee on 
International Justice and Peace, 

said the U.S. bishops have 
long supported ratifi cation of a 
comprehensive test ban.

Earlier that day, the United 
Nations Security Council 
approved a resolution that 
called on countries to refrain 
from nuclear weapons testing. 
It presented the avoidance of 
nuclear weapons testing as an 
international norm.

The resolution, proposed by the 
United States, passed with 14 
votes and the abstention of Egypt. 
The Wall Street Journal said the 
resolution was largely symbolic.

Sept. 24 marked the 20th 
anniversary of the launch of the 

Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. 

At present 166 countries, 
including the Holy See, have 
signed and ratifi ed the treaty. A 
total of 183 countries have signed 
the treaty but have not ratifi ed it, 
including the United States.

The U.S. failed to ratify the treaty 
in a 1999 Senate vote, although 
it has observed a national 
moratorium on nuclear weapons 
testing since 1992.

The nuclear test ban treaty will 
not take eff ect until the U.S. and 
seven other hold-out nations, 
North Korea, Egypt, Iran, Israel, 
China, India, and Pakistan, ratify 
it.

MEXICO CITY (CNA/EWTN 
News) – With 15 priests killed 
in the last four years, Mexico is 
the most dangerous country to 
exercise priestly ministry in the 
entire world, Fr. Hugo Valdemar, 
spokesman for the Archdiocese of 
Mexico, said recently.

In a report published Sept. 21, 
the research unit of the Catholic 
Multimedia Center recorded 14 
murders of priests from 2012 
to 2016. The death of Fr. José 
Alfredo López Guillén, whose 

body was found the night of Sept. 
24, brings that number to 15. 

Speaking to CNA, Fr. Valdemar 
stated that “it has become clear 
that Mexico is the country where 
ministers of the Catholic Church 
are most at risk.”

“Which is even surprising 
because there is still more risk 
in Mexico than, for example, in 
Syria or in those countries where 
Christians are persecuted by the 
Islamic State.”

In a single week, three priests 
were murdered in the states of 
Veracruz and Michoacán. Fathers 
Alejo Nabor Jiménez Juárez 
and José Alfredo Juárez de la 
Cruz were kidnapped and then 
murdered in the town of Poza 

Rica inVeracruz.

In both cases Mexican authorities 
have sought to deny that these 
homicides were linked to 
organized crime, though Veracruz 
and Michoacán have faced years 
of violence from drug cartels.

Fr. Valdemar said that in these 
last three crimes “the states 
where they occurred, in a highly 
irresponsible way, have wanted 
to deny this was carried out by 
organized crime.” He added that 
the kidnapping and murder of 
the three priests “demonstrates 
the gravity of the situation” in 
Mexico. “If there is no respect 
for a priest, who are generally 
highly respected in Mexico, then 
you can imagine the rest of the 
population.”
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 Catholic Charities Counseling Services
                                  off ered in

 H , M , N  U ,  W
Providing: Individual, Marriage, and Family 
Counseling; Pregnancy Counseling, Adoption, Project 
Rachel, and Respect Life Resources; Parish and 
Community Response; Transition and Grief Services. 
Referred Services include: Immigration, Financial 
Counseling, and Guardianship Resources.

Call toll-free 866-670-5163, e-mail pkral@dnu.org



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


