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The season of Advent begins this year on Sunday, Nov. 27. For the Church, it is the beginning of a new 

liturgical year. With Advent, we begin anew to contemplate throughout the year the words and deeds of Christ 

through the liturgy.  

 

Advent helps us to prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ, over 2,000 years ago, in a stable in Bethlehem. The 

word “advent” itself means “coming.” During the time of Advent, marked by the four consecutive Sundays 

before Christmas, we wait for the “coming” of the celebration of the birth of Jesus on Christmas Day. 

 

There is an Advent practice that we can employ to remind us of this special time of waiting for the coming of 

the celebration of Jesus’ birthday. It is the lighting of the Advent wreath, along with the recitation of Advent 

prayers. 

 

The Advent wreath can come in various sizes, but it is usually in the shape of a circle. A circle has no beginning 

and no end. The circle of the Advent wreath helps us to remember that God has no beginning and no end. God 

always was, is now, and always will be.  

 

Usually the wreath is made from evergreen branches. In nature, evergreen branches stay green throughout the 

whole year; they never change color. The evergreen branches remind us that God never changes and his love for 

us does not change. God’s love for us is infinite and everlasting. 

 

Green is also a color that reminds us of spring, and so just as spring symbolizes the hope of a fertile summer, so 

does the Advent wreath symbolize the hope of new life in Christ. 

 

Jesus, born of the Virgin Mary, is the hope of the world because in Jesus we discover our life and our salvation. 

We hope, with the help of grace won for us by Christ by his Cross and Resurrection, to live as his disciples 

while on earth and then to be with God some day in heaven.  

 

The wreath has four candles, which remind us of the four Sundays in Advent. The candles also remind us of the 

thousands of years people waited before God the Son became man. Jesus is the light of the world. When we see 

each candle lit, we remember this.  

 

On the first Sunday of Advent, we light one candle and recite a prayer. On each of the remaining Sundays of 

Advent, we light one more candle and recite a prayer. Finally, on the final Sunday of Advent, all four candles 

are lit. 

 

The Advent wreath is our reminder that we should be waiting for Jesus’ birthday to come and that we should be 

preparing to celebrate it with joy. 

 

Closing of the Holy Doors 

Last year, Pope Francis decreed a Holy Year. He called it an Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy. It began on the 

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Dec. 8, 2015. During the Holy Year, 

Doors of Mercy were to be opened at cathedrals and shrines throughout the world.  

 

In the Diocese of New Ulm, there are two Holy Doors of Mercy, one at the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in 

New Ulm and the other at the Schoenstatt Jubilee Family Shrine in Sleepy Eye. 



 

The opening of the Holy Doors at the beginning of the Year of Mercy illustrated symbolically that, during the 

Jubilee, the faithful were offered an ‘extraordinary pathway’ towards salvation.  

 

The Holy Doors marked a place of pilgrimage. The pilgrim, by passing through a Holy Door and reciting 

certain prayers with devotion, may be granted a plenary indulgence.  

 

We are now at the conclusion of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy. Pope Francis decreed that the Holy Year 

would conclude on Nov. 20, 2016, the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, with the 

closing of the Holy Door in the Basilica of St. Peter at the Vatican.  

 

Mass and the closing of the Holy Door at the Schoenstatt Jubilee Family Shrine, will be celebrated by Msgr. 

Eugene Lozinski and is scheduled for Saturday, Nov. 12, 2016. 

 

I will celebrate the Closing Mass of the Jubilee Year of Mercy and the ceremonial closing of the Door of Mercy 

at the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity on Sunday, Nov. 20, 2016. Everyone is invited and encouraged to come to 

these celebrations. 

 

The hearts of so many are filled with thanksgiving as we close this Holy Year. Only God, who is rich in mercy, 

knows how much mercy he poured forth upon us through the celebrations of this special year. The closing rite 

of the Mass for the closing of the Jubilee Year states this so beautifully: 

 

“Brothers and sisters, let us joyfully thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Throughout this year of 

grace, he has bestowed on us every heavenly blessing in Christ. He has given us this precious time of mercy and 

conversion. Let us express our thanks and joy in the words of the Virgin Mary, our Mother [the Magnificat]. As 

we sing of the Lord’s mercy extending to every generation, let us ask him to pour out, like the morning dewfall, 

that same mercy unceasingly upon the entire world.”  

 

Thanksgiving 

Thursday, Nov. 24, is the national holiday of Thanksgiving. Whenever I drive though our diocese, I thank God 

for the acres and acres of corn, soybeans, sugar beets, and other crops that I see, as well as the cows, sheep, 

hogs, alpacas, horses, mules, turkeys, chickens, and other animals. 

 

Thanksgiving is a special day to give thanks to God for all that he has blessed us with. Let us make 

Thanksgiving a day to thank God, especially through the celebration of Mass. 

 

The Immaculate Conception 

The Catholic Church teaches that from the very moment of her conception in the womb of her mother, St. Anne, 

the Blessed Virgin Mary was free from all stain of original sin. 

 

In other words, from the very first moment of her life, she was in a state of grace, sharing in God’s own life, and 

that she was free from the sinful inclinations which have beset human nature after the fall and against which we 

struggle. 

 

Mary, under the title of the Immaculate Conception, is the patroness of the United States of America. Come to 

Mass on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception on Dec. 8 and ask Mary to watch over our country, which 

needs her protection so very much. 

 


