
members might be hurt or killed if 
they do not do what they’re told.

However they come, they come 
hurt and broken.

The girls, most between the ages 
of 14 and 17, come from every 
corner of Minnesota to Heartland 
Girls’ Ranch, a 160-acre piece of 
farmland-turned-horse-ranch just 
outside of Benson. The residential 
group home offers their best 
chance to heal, to rebuild their 
lives, to recover a sense of balance 
and sanity.

CeCe Terlouw, Heartland’s 
executive director for strategic 
development, knows all too well 
the girls’ needs.

“Many of our girls have 
experienced various types of 
trauma,” she said. “And it seems 
like that’s even more prevalent 
today for some reason. We have 
our gals who have the layers of 
trauma from having been sex 
traffi cked. That alone is trauma 
upon trauma upon trauma upon 
trauma.”

Holistic approach
Mental health is one of the big 
issues for the girls, Terlouw said. 
Due to their backgrounds, many 
experience anxiety and depression. 
Various diagnoses are treated 
though therapy – individual 
therapy, group therapy, family 
therapy, and other kinds of therapy 
– including equine therapy.

Heartland’s goal is to help the girls 
rebuild their lives by experiencing 
success on multiple levels. The 
approach is holistic. In addition 
to therapy, the girls get medical 

and dental checkups. They go to 
school. They do chores. They get 
physical exercise. They receive 
career counseling and can work 
at part-time jobs in the Benson 
community. There’s even a 
recreation program.

The girls attend classes in their 
own school located in a corner of 
the Benson public high school. 
The specialized academic attention 
is important, because many have 
fallen behind in school. Those who 
are ready to be mainstreamed can 
attend regular high school classes.

Girls who have successfully 
completed the program but should 
not go home for one reason or 
another are eligible for Strides, 
Heartland’s transitional housing 
program. “They really need help 
toward the next step, which often 
might be college,” said Terlouw. 

Then there’s the horse program, 
Heartland’s signature offering. 
Every girl is assigned a horse. 
Hardly any of them have had 
experiences with horses before 
arriving.

“Part of our programming is the 
horses, so we recognize there 
are girls who are very fearful 
when they come,” said Terlouw. 
“It might take weeks and weeks 
before they ever get on a horse. 
But they will get a horse, and they 
get an opportunity to groom and 
get to know the horse. I can’t think 
of any girl who was just like, after 
some time, not willing to have 
some participation.”
Bridget Kinnell is Heartland’s 
horse program director. She’s 
responsible for matching horses 
with girls. “Sometimes there is 
a specifi c horse a kid needs,” 
she said. “And sometimes that 

changes, and they need a different 
horse for another reason.”

In her 17-or-so years at the ranch, 
she’s learned that horses pick up 
on people’s emotions very quickly. 
They tend to mirror people’s 
behavior. That sets up a potentially 
powerful dynamic between a girl 
and her horse. In fact, sometimes a 
girl will fi rst experience success at 
the ranch by relating to her horse.

“We’re all about healing, building 
lives through success,” said 
Terlouw. “So as the girl is having 
success with learning to relate and 
to work this horse, that’s just a 
very huge esteem booster.”

Heartland also has a spiritual 
dimension. It was founded on 
Christian principles, said Terlouw, 
though they do not specifi cally call 
themselves Christian.

“We really want to make sure that 
girls have opportunities to explore 
their faith, and we have certain 
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NOTICE TO
OUR READERS

Abused, traumatized girls fi nd hope, healing at Heartland Girls’ Ranch
Catholic Charities provides crucial counseling services to help rebuild lives

(Continued on page 11)

Up for ordination
Deacon Garrett Ahlers of the Diocese of New Ulm, second from right,  
prays with his classmates to the side of the altar at their diaconal 
ordination Oct. 1, 2015, at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. Bishop John M. 
LeVoir will ordain Deacon Ahlers to the diocesan priesthood at
10 a.m. on June 25 at the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in New Ulm.    
               (Read about Deacon Ahlers’ path to the priesthood on page 3.)

by Dan Rossini
The Prairie Catholic

BENSON – They come, beaten, 
manipulated, betrayed by members 
of their own family – those they 
love most in the world.

They come, after hopping from 
couch to couch for weeks, not 
going home and being able to 
go home, picked up by law 
enforcement for shoplifting, 
drug use, truancy, or some other 
offense.

They come, binging on alcohol 
and drugs to blunt the pain.

Increasingly they come, battered, 
burned and abused by pimps for 
not making quota, living in mortal 
fear that they or their family 

CeCe Terlouw, executive director of strategic development at 
Heartland Girls’ Ranch, poses with Doogy, one of the ranch’s 38 
horses. Equine therapy is the signature program of the ranch, a 
residential group home in Benson offering a holistic approach to 
helping adolescent girls recover from abuse, neglect, and sexual 
exploitation.                                               (Photo by Dan Rossini)

(Photo by Leo Song/Pontifi cal North American College)
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Ordinarily published in 
June, the next issue of 
The Prairie Catholic will 

be mailed the fi rst week in 
July to allow for coverage 
of the priestly ordination 
of Deacon Garrett Ahlers.



NEW BRIGHTON, Minn. – 
Prolife Across America held their 
19th annual banquet on April 
13, 2016, at St. John the Baptist 
Church in New Brighton. 

Keynote presenter for the evening 
was Bishop John M. LeVoir of 
the Diocese of New Ulm. 

Bishop LeVoir spoke on the 
power of mercy and how it 
can make bad situations better, 
providing hope and healing for 
wounded souls.

“Jesus draws the good of 
forgiveness out of the evil of 
sin,” Bishop LeVoir said, noting 
that Pope Francis has said that 
Jesus is the model of mercy that 
can teach us how to be merciful 
toward others.

“Before you can give mercy, 
you need to experience mercy,” 
Bishop LeVoir continued. “We 
can experience mercy through the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation.”

Bishop LeVoir pointed out that 
Prolife Across America is a 
merciful organization and its 
work can be pre-emptive by 
reaching men and women before 
they are deeply wounded by 

abortion. He urged everyone to 
immerse themselves in the Year 
of Mercy, to open their hearts to 
mercy, and then “turn around and 
share it with your brothers and 
sisters.”

Be Not Afraid
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by Bishop John M. Levoir

May is a month especially 
dedicated to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. Devotion to our Blessed 
Mother has always been an 
integral aspect of the Catholic 
faith. We honor her because she 
is the mother of our Redeemer, 
Jesus Christ.

Since Jesus is at the same time 
human and divine, Mary is also 
known as the Mother of God. 
In addition, since it is through 
Baptism into her Son that we 
become members of the Church, 
she is also known as the Mother 
of the Church.

“The Virgin Mary ... is 
acknowledged and honored 
as being truly the Mother of 
God and of the redeemer. ... 
She is clearly the mother of 

May is Mary’s month

Bishop LeVoir’s May 2016 
calendar can be found at
www.dnu.org/calendar/.
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the members of Christ ... since 
she has by her charity joined 
in bringing about the birth of 
believers in the Church, who 
are members of its head. Mary, 
Mother of Christ, Mother of 
the Church” (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, no. 963).

Mary was assumed body and soul 
into heaven after her life was 
completed here on 
earth. However, since 
Mary is our mother, 
she remembers us 
and from her place in 
heaven, she watches 
over us and guides us 
on our way to heaven. 
Therefore, we can 
go to her for help on our pilgrim 
way.

“We believe that the Holy Mother 
of God, the new Eve, Mother of 
the Church, continues in heaven 
to exercise her maternal role on 
behalf of the members of Christ” 
(CCC, no. 975).

One of the most beautiful 
prayers in Catholic tradition is 
the Rosary. This prayer honors 
the Blessed Virgin Mary with 
meditations on the mysteries of 
Christ’s life.

“Meditation engages thought, 
imagination, emotion, and desire. 

This mobilization of faculties 
is necessary in order to deepen 
our convictions of faith, prompt 
the conversion of our heart, and 
strengthen our will to follow 
Christ. Christian prayer tries 
above all to meditate on the 
mysteries of Christ, as in lectio 
divina or the rosary” (CCC, no. 
2708).

I pray the Rosary each day and 
encourage everyone to do the 
same. I am constantly amazed 
at the fruits in my life that come 
from praying the Rosary. You will 
be as well.

Archbishop Bernard Hebda
Archbishop Bernard Hebda 
has been named Archbishop of 
St. Paul and Minneapolis. His 
installation will be May 13, 2016, 
the Feast of Our Lady of Fatima, 
at the Cathedral in St. Paul at 2 
p.m.

The Archbishop is a well-
educated and pastoral bishop, 
with a ready smile. He faces 

many challenges in his new 
offi ce. Please join me in 
celebration and prayer for 
Archbishop Hebda.

“Amoris Laetitia”
Pope Francis’ recently issued 
apostolic exhortation, “Amoris 
Laetitia” (“The Joy of Love”), is 
now available. The exhortation 
is the fruit of the Holy Father’s 

refl ections on two 
synods of bishops and is 
about love in the family. 
I encourage reading this 
exhortation.

One of the most 
beautiful sections of the 
exhortation is the pope’s 

refl ection on 1 Cor 13:4-7, which 
begins in paragraph 90 of the 
document. Pope Francis writes: 
“In a lyrical passage of Saint 
Paul, we see some of the features 
of true love: ‘Love is patient, 
love is kind; love is not jealous 
or boastful; it is not arrogant or 
rude. Love does not insist on its 
own way, it is not irritable or 
resentful; it does not rejoice at 
wrong, but rejoices in the right. 
Love bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures 
all things.’

“Love is experienced and 
nurtured in the daily life of 
couples and their children. It 

is helpful to think more deeply 
about the meaning of this Pauline 
text and its relevance for the 
concrete situation of every 
family.” The pope goes on to 
comment on each part of 1 Cor 
13:4-7.

Bishop Robert Baron has an 
excellent article on Pope Francis’ 
apostolic exhortation. It can be 
found at: https://zenit.org/articles/
bishop-barrons-1st-thoughts-on-
amoris-laetitia/.

Top priorities
The two top priorities of the 
diocese remain: (1) bringing 
healing, reconciliation, and hope 
to victims of sexual abuse as 
minors by clergy through the 
mercy of Jesus Christ (please 
see the diocesan Web site for 
more information); and (2) the 
implementation of the “Fourth 
Plan for Parishes.”

I am asking that we all pray and 
work together to do God’s will 
with regard to these priorities.

“Devotion to our Blessed Mother has 
always been an integral aspect of the 
Catholic faith. We honor her because she is 
the mother of our Redeemer, Jesus Christ.”  
                            – Bishop LeVoir

Bishop LeVoir speaks about mercy at 
annual Prolife Across America banquet

Bishop John M. LeVoir of the Diocese of New Ulm poses for a 
photo with John and Mary Ann Kuharski at the annual Prolife 
Across America banquet April 13 at St. John the Baptist Church 
in New Brighton, Minn. Mary Ann is the president and John the 
treasurer of the non-profi t organization, which runs positive, 
persuasive ads with simple pro-life messages on billboards 
across the nation, including in the diocese.     (Contributed photo)
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Eight-year journey leads Marshall native to priesthood
Deacon Ahlers to be ordained June 25 at Cathedral in New Ulm

Get to know 
Deacon Ahlers

Age: 26

Home Parish: Church of the 
Holy Redeemer, Marshall

Parents: Richard and Mary 
Ahlers

Siblings: Katelin (older), 
Bethany (younger)

High School: Marshall Senior 
High School

College: University of St. 
Thomas, St. Paul (2012)

Minor Seminary: St. John 
Vianney College Seminary at 
the University of St. Thomas, St. 
Paul

Major Seminary: Pontifi cal 
North American College in Rome 
with graduate studies at the 
Gregorian University (2017)

Languages spoken: Italian, 
Spanish, French, English

Hobbies: Classical and jazz 
music – he plays the piano, 
saxophone, and organ; running; 
reading; spending time with 
friends and family

Favorite places to visit: 
Cathedral of St. Paul, St. Paul; 
Minnesota lakes; Lake Superior

Favorite books: “Brideshead 
Revisited,” “The Little Prince,” 
“The Brothers Karamazov”

Favorite music: Classical: Bach 
and Chopin; contemporary: 
Coldplay; jazz: Miles Davis

Volunteering experience: 
Hospitals, nursing homes, college 
and university apostolates, grade 
school religious education, 
outreach to the poor in Rome

Favorite saints: Francis de 
Sales, Leo the Great, Therese 
of Lisieux, Blessed John Henry 
Newman

Th ere will be a 
Mass of Th anksgiving
at 2 p.m. on Sunday, June 26 

at Holy Redeemer in Marshall. 
All are invited to attend.

by Claudia Broman
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

Discernment is mysterious.

That’s what Deacon Garrett 
Ahlers says about the eight-
year journey that led him to the 
doorstep of the priesthood of the 
Catholic Church.

Even after determining that he 
was moving down the right path 
in doing God’s will, “in many 
ways life is as mysterious as 
it ever was, maybe even more 
mysterious,” he said.

A new chapter in that mystery 
will unfold at 10 a.m. on 
Saturday, June 25 when Bishop 
John M. LeVoir of the Diocese of 
New Ulm ordains Deacon Ahlers 
to the diocesan priesthood at the 
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity 
in New Ulm. A reception will 
follow.

“I’m ready to make this 
commitment, but I have no idea 
what my life is going to look like. 
The Lord is full of surprises,” 
said the deacon.

Deacon Ahlers has spent the 
last eight years preparing for 
his ordination. At 19, after 
graduating from Marshall Senior 
High School, he enrolled at the 
University of St. Thomas and St. 
John Vianney College Seminary 
in St. Paul, graduating in 2012 
with a degree in philosophy.

He undertook his theological 
education at the Pontifi cal North 
American College in Rome, 
obtaining a Baccalaureate in his 
third year, which is comparable 
to a Master’s of Divinity in the 
states.

Now he is making fi nal 
preparations for ordination while 
nearing the end of his fourth 
year of studies. He will return to 
Rome for a fi nal year after a 10-
week appointment this summer in 
the diocese.

“It’s getting very real for all 
of us,” he said, describing the 
atmosphere in his 60-member 
North American College class. 
Seminarians are ordained 
deacons at the beginning of their 
fourth year of major seminary. 

Altogether, 250 men study at the 
college.

He’s enjoyed the fraternal aspect 
of his seminary experience, 
where the men in his class have 
a sense of “we’re all in this 
together,” he explained. “There’s 
something that unites us,” he 
said, as they’ve all determined 
they will give their lives to the 
Church.

Deacon Ahlers speaks humbly 
about the discernment process 
that led him down the path to the 
priesthood. “I don’t have great 
answers a lot of the time,” he 
said. 

Before graduating from high 
school, he asked himself 
questions as any student does 
about potential career paths. His 
senior year came and he really 
needed to fi gure out what he 
wanted to do.

He was involved with his home 
parish, the Church of the Holy 
Redeemer in Marshall, where his 
parents still attend. He assisted 
with music and was an altar 
server, interacting with priests 
and going to weekly Mass.

“There were moments where 
I started thinking about how 

I could be in service to the 
Church,” he said. And gradually 
those moments became fi rst steps 
in a realization that the call from 
God was more radical than he 
initially expected, he said. 

As a person discerns a vocation, 
he comes to an understanding of 
“this is what the Lord is asking 
of me,” Deacon Ahlers said. 
“Somewhere in this mix, God 
and I learned to communicate.”

The idea of “heart speaking to 
heart,” mentioned by the deacon 
from his readings of Blessed 
John Henry Newman, was one 
of the more diffi cult aspects 
of discernment, as was that of 
formation.

In realizing you have weaknesses, 
you learn how to be more willing 
to let yourself trust in God, he 
said.

“Let my heart be changed by God 
– that’s never easy for anyone,” 
he said. “Everyone can relate to 
that. It’s been a journey for the 
whole family.”

“It would not be truthful to 
say we were overjoyed at the 
beginning, as we had our own 
ideas for him,” said Richard 
Ahlers, his father. “Then we 

realized those were our plans – 
not his plans – and not the Lord’s 
plans.”

Both parents said they are 
looking forward to his ordination. 
“We are immensely proud of 
him,” the couple said.

“He has such an immense 
commitment to the Church and 
to God, and he has a wealth of 
knowledge, a wonderful sense of 
humor, and just a love of life,” 
said his mother Mary.

“It will be fun to see him doing 
what he’s been training to do,” 
Richard added.

Priests are a concrete presence 
of God on earth, Deacon Ahlers 
said. 

“I’m just an average guy,” he 
added. Even so, he knows his 
role is to be with God’s people – 
to share their sorrows and their 
joys – and he hopes to encourage 
prayer and be a reminder in the 
diocese of how merciful God is 
to all. “I hope to bring a sense 
of family so we can be stronger 
together,” he said.

Editor’s note: Claudia Broman 
writes from Litchfi eld.

Deacon Garrett Ahlers of the Diocese of New Ulm prepares to be ordained by Cardinal Timothy 
M. Dolan of New York at his diaconal ordination Mass Oct. 1, 2015, at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. 
Deacon Ahlers is now completing his fourth year of formation at the Pontifi cal North American 
College in Rome and will be ordained to the diocesan priesthood by Bishop John M. LeVoir at 10 
a.m. on June 25 at the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in New Ulm. 
                                                                     (Photo by Daniel Hart/Pontifi cal North American College)
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No Tengas Miedo
Mayo es el Mes de María

por Obispo John M. LeVoir

Mayo es un mes especialmente 
dedicado a la Virgen María.  
La devoción a nuestra Madre 
Santísima siempre ha sido un 
aspecto fundamental de la fe 
católica. Nosotros la honramos 
porque ella es la madre de 
nuestro Redentor, Jesucristo.

Puesto que Jesús a la vez 
humano y divino, María es 
también conocida como la 
Madre de Dios.  Además, a 
través del bautismo de su Hijo 
es que llegamos a ser miembros 
de la Iglesia, que es también 
conocida como la Madre de la 
Iglesia. 

María, asunta al cielo en cuerpo 
y alma después que se terminó 
el curso de su vida terrena. 
Sin embargo, como María es 
nuestra madre, ella nos recuerda 
desde el cielo, que vela por 
nosotros y nos guía en nuestro 
camino al cielo. Por lo tanto, 
nosotros podemos acudir a ella 
en busca de ayuda en nuestra 
peregrinación.

“Nosotros creemos que la 
Santísima Madre de Dios, la 
nueva Eva, Madre de la Iglesia, 
continúa desde el cielo su labor 
materna hacia los miembros de 
Cristo” (CCC, no. 975). 

Una de las más bellas oraciones 
en la tradición católica es el 
Rosario. Esta oración honra a la 
Virgen María, acompañado de 
meditaciones sobre los misterios 
de la vida de Cristo. 

La meditación hace intervenir 
al pensamiento, la imaginación, 
la emoción, y el deseo.  Esta 
movilización es necesaria 
para profundizar nuestra fe, 
convertir el corazón y fortalecer 
la voluntad de seguir a Cristo. 
La oración cristiana se aplica a 
meditar sobre los misterios de 
Cristo, como en lectio divina o 
en el Rosario” (CCC, no. 2708).

Todos los días rezo el Rosario 
y los animo a ustedes a hacer lo 
mismo.  Estoy constantemente 
sorprendido por los frutos en 
mi vida como resultado de rezar 
el Rosario. Ustedes también lo 
estarán. 

“Amoris Laetitia” “La Alegría 
del Amor”
Ya está disponible la reciente 
exhortación apostólica 
postsinodal del Papa Francisco, 
“Amoris Laetitia” (“La Alegría 
del Amor”). La exhortación es el 
fruto de las refl exiones del Santo 
Padre en dos sínodos de obispos 
y trata del amor en la familia. 
Los animo a leer la exhortación 
del Santo Padre. 

Una de las partes más hermosas 
de la exhortación es la refl exión 
del Papa en Cor 13:4-7, que 
comienza en el párrafo 90 del 
documento. El Papa Francisco 
escribe: “En un pasaje lírico 
de San Pablo, vemos algunas 
de las características del 
verdadero amor: ‘El amor es 
paciente, el amor es bueno, el 
amor no cela no es arrogante o 
grosero. El amor no insiste en su 
propio camino, no se irrita, no 
guarda rencor; no se goza de la 
injusticia, más se goza del bien. 
El amor todo los sufre, todo 
lo cree, todo lo espera, todo lo 
soporta.” 

“El amor se experimenta y se 
cuida en la vida cotidiana de las 
parejas y de sus hijos. Es útil 
pensar con mayor profundidad 
sobre el signifi cado de este 
texto paulino y su relevancia 
para la situación concreta de 
cada familia.” Luego el Papa 
comenta sobre cada parte de 1 
Cor 13:4-7.  

Principales Prioridades
Las dos principales prioridades 
de la diócesis siguen siendo: (1) 
traer sanación, reconciliación 
y esperanza a las víctimas de 
abuso sexual de menores por 
parte del clero a través de la 
misericordia de Jesucristo (para 
mayor información ir a la página 
de web de la Diócesis de New 
Ulm); y (2) la implementación 
del “Cuarto Plan para 
Parroquias.”

Les pido que oremos y 
trabajemos juntos para hacer la 
voluntad de Dios con respecto a 
estas prioridades. 

NEW ULM – As of April 25, 
24 parishes within the Diocese 
of New Ulm have been served 
lawsuits making sexual abuse 
claims related to incidents 
reported to have occurred from 
20 to 60 years ago.

The Minnesota Child Victims 
Act established a May 25, 2016 
deadline to fi le a civil claim for 
historical cases of child sexual 
abuse. 

“We are still learning about the 
nature of claims from victims 
and survivors being made under 
the Minnesota Child Victims 
Act,” said Monsignor Douglas 
Grams, vicar general for the 
Diocese of New Ulm. “At this 
time, our primary focus is on 
fairly resolving these claims and 
seeking healing for the victims 
and survivors.” 

The diocese is seeking to be as 
transparent as possible about 
the lawsuits and has worked to 
inform parishioners and Catholic 
school families at the affected 
parishes. During the week of 
April 10, a letter from Bishop 
John M. LeVoir was mailed to 
all households in parishes where 
lawsuits have been served.

In addition, leaders at all affected 
parishes were invited to a 
meeting about the lawsuits on 
April 12 and provided materials 
to share with parishioners 
and Catholic school families 
regarding the lawsuits. 

The diocese remains in dialogue 
with the law fi rm of Jeff 
Anderson & Associates, which 
represents most of the plaintiffs.

No one named in these child 
sexual abuse lawsuits remains in 
ministry in any parish or Catholic 
school in the Diocese of New 
Ulm. 

It is not expected that the lawsuits 
will affect the normal operations 
of parishes or Catholic schools 
in the diocese, according to 
attorneys working for the diocese. 

“We are seeking a fair resolution 
to claims while ensuring the 
continuation of the Church’s 
mission in our communities,” 
said Monsignor Grams. “Bishop 
LeVoir and I apologize on behalf 
of the Church to victims and 
survivors of sexual abuse by 
priests and others who vowed 
to serve our faith communities. 
We encourage all Catholics 

to pray for a just resolution of 
these claims and for healing, 
reconciliation, and hope for those 
abused.”  

The diocese also encourages any 
victims or survivors of abuse 
who have not yet come forward 
to contact law enforcement 
immediately, and seek counsel 
from an attorney if they wish to 
fi le a civil claim. Victims and 
survivors of abuse in Church 
ministry are also encouraged 
to contact the diocesan victim 
assistance coordinator at 1421 
6th Street North, New Ulm, 
MN 56073 or 507-233-5313 for 
counseling or other assistance in 
healing.

Leaders at affected parishes will 
continue to keep parishioners, 
Catholic school families, staff, 
and others informed about 
developments regarding the 
lawsuits. More information is 
available at the affected parishes 
and at http://protectandheal-dnu.
org/.

A number of parishes facing lawsuits 
under Child Victims Act

NEW ULM – The relics of 
St. Thomas More and St. John 
Fisher will be paying a visit to 
the Cathedral of Holy Trinity in 
New Ulm.

Catholics across the diocese 
will be able to venerate the 
relics on Tuesday, June 28 
from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. The 
veneration will follow Mass 
with Bishop John M. LeVoir at 
8 a.m. that day.

The stop in New Ulm is part 
of a statewide tour of the relics 
organized by the Minnesota 
Catholic Conference. It will 
take place during the annual 
Fortnight for Freedom, June 
21 to July 4. Fortnight for 
Freedom is an initiative of the 
United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops that highlights 
the importance of defending 
religious freedom.

St. Thomas More and St. 
John Fisher were prominent 
16th century Englishmen 
who exemplifi ed courage 
and conviction in the face 
of persecution. Refusing to 
cooperate with King Henry 
VIII’s takeover of the Catholic 
Church in England, they 
accepted martyrdom instead of 
abandoning their faith.

Their fearless witness is 
especially compelling to 
American Catholics today, as 
we face threats to our religious 
liberty and rights of conscience.

The tour will give the faithful 
a special opportunity to ask for 
the intercession of these saints, 
learn more about their lives, and 
be inspired by their example.
For more information about the 
tour, see www.MnCatholic.org/
relics.

Saints relic tour coming to New Ulm Cathedral
Fortnight for Freedom

schedule of events:
Opening Mass

Tuesday, June 21 at 7 a.m.
New Ulm Cathedral

Bishop John M. LeVoir, celebrant

Relic Tour
Tuesday, June 28

New Ulm Cathedral
Mass at 8 a.m.

 Bishop John M. LeVoir, celebrant
Relic Veneration
8:30 to 9:30 a.m. 

Closing Mass
Monday, July 4 at 8 a.m.

New Ulm Cathedral
Bishop John M. LeVoir, celebrant

Everyone is encouraged to attend.



NEW ULM – Five priests of the 
Diocese of New Ulm will mark 
signifi cant anniversaries of their 
ordinations with celebrations in 
their respective faith communities 
in late May and June.

Fr. Eugene Hackert 
On June 2, Fr. Eugene Hackert will 
celebrate his 65th anniversary of 
ordination to the priesthood. To 
mark the occasion, Bishop John 
M. LeVoir will celebrate a Mass of 
Thanksgiving on Monday, June 6 
at 11 a.m. at the Divine Providence 
Nursing Home in Sleepy Eye, 
followed by a lunch.

Fr. Hackert was ordained a priest 
for the Archdiocese of St. Paul and 
Minneapolis on June 2, 1951, at 
the St. Paul Cathedral, by Bishop 
James J. Byrne.

Following ordination, he was 
assigned as assistant pastor at the 
Church of St. Agnes in St. Paul. 
He entered the Diocese of New 
Ulm on June 9, 1958, where he 
served the parish communities 
of Marshall, Winsted, Lafayette, 
Clara City, St. Peter, Tracy, Walnut 
Grove, Wanda, Morgan, Clements, 
and Gibbon. On the diocesan level, 
he served as vice-chancellor. 

Fr. Hackert retired from active 
ministry in 2001. He currently 
resides at the Divine Providence 
Nursing Home.

In 1996, he received the Diocesan 
Distinguished Service Award for 
his involvement in A-TEC from 
its founding in 1971 and for being 
an invaluable advisor on the 
preservation of diocesan history. 

Fr. John Pearson 
On May 28, Fr. John Pearson will 
celebrate his 50th anniversary of 
ordination to the priesthood. There 
will be a Mass of Thanksgiving 
on Saturday, May 21 at 5 p.m. at 
the Church of St. John in Darwin. 
A reception in the church hall will 
follow Mass.

Fr. Pearson was ordained a priest 
for the Diocese of New Ulm on 
May 28, 1966, at the Cathedral of 
the Holy Trinity in New Ulm, by 
Bishop Alphonse J. Schladweiler.

Following ordination, he served 
the parish communities of North 
Mankato, Cathedral of the Holy 
Trinity in New Ulm, Redwood 
Falls, Hutchinson, Bird Island, St. 
Leo, Taunton, Graceville, Barry, 
Lake Lillian, Appleton, Holloway, 
Cottonwood, Green Valley, Tyler, 
Lake Benton, Wabasso, Seaforth, 
Wanda, DeGraff, Benson, Lucan, 

Clontarf, Murdock, Danvers, 
Forest City, and Darwin. On 
the diocesan level he served as 
director of Ecumenical Affairs. 
He retired from active ministry in 
2012.

Fr. Jerome Paulson 
On June 6, Fr. Jerome Paulson will 
celebrate his 40th anniversary of 
ordination to the priesthood. There 
will be an open house reception on 
Sunday, June 5 from 1 to 4 p.m. 
at the Church of Our Lady of the 
Lakes located halfway between 
Spicer and New London off 
Highway 23 and 153rd Ave. NE.

Fr. Paulson was ordained a priest 
for the Diocese of New Ulm 
on June 6, 1976, at the Church 
of St. Mary in Sleepy Eye, by 
Bishop Raymond A. Lucker. His 
ordination was the fi rst for Bishop 
Lucker as bishop of the diocese.

Following ordination, he served 
the parish communities of 
Willmar, Marshall, Springfi eld, 
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in 
New Ulm, Searles, Arlington, 
Gaylord, Green Isle, Henderson 
(serving as weekend assistant), and 
Montevideo. He currently serves 
as parochial vicar of Our Lady of 
the Lakes in Spicer, and assists 
in the Jesus Our Living Water 
Area Faith Community (Willmar, 
Spicer, Kandiyohi, and Lake 
Lillian). His diocesan assignments 
included vicar general, coordinator 
of diocesan staff, director of priest 
personnel, assistant presiding 
judge of the diocesan tribunal, 
chancellor, supervisor of pastoral 
administrators, and diocesan 
fi nance director.

In 1991, he received the 
Diocesan Distinguished Service 
Award for his dedicated service 
in his leadership in diocesan 
administration and many 
additional responsibilities.

Fr. Joseph Steinbeisser 
On June 7, Fr. Joseph Steinbeisser 
will celebrate his 30th anniversary 
of ordination to the priesthood.To 
mark the occasion, Bishop John 
M. LeVoir will celebrate a Mass 
of Thanksgiving on Tuesday, June 
7 at 6 p.m. at the Church of St. 
Philip in Litchfi eld, followed by a 

diocesan church
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Five priests of diocese to celebrate major milestones of ministry

Fr. Hackert Fr. Pearson Fr. Paulson Fr. Steinbeisser Fr. Horejsi

reception and a light supper.

Fr. Steinbeisser was ordained a 
priest for the Diocese of New Ulm 
on June 7, 1986, at the Church of 
St. Aloysius in Olivia, by Bishop 
Raymond A. Lucker. 

Following ordination, he served 
the parish communities of 
Marshall, Leavenworth, Comfrey, 
Nicollet, and Willmar. He currently 
serves as the pastor of the 
parishes in the Shepherd of Souls 
Area Faith Community, which 

comprises Litchfi eld, Darwin, 
Forest City, and Manannah. 
On the diocesan level, Fr. 
Steinbeisser served as director of 
Vocations.

In 2016, he received the Diocesan 
Distinguished Service Award 
for his service to the diocese as 
director of the Offi ce of Vocations, 
and for his leadership on 
numerous diocesan committees.

Fr. Jeffrey Horejsi 
On August 24, Fr. Jeffrey Horejsi 

will celebrate his 25th anniversary 
of ordination to the priesthood.
There will be a Mass of 
Thanksgiving on Sunday, June 12 
at 10:30 a.m. at the Church of St. 
Andrew in Fairfax, followed by an 
open house reception from 11:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Fr. Horejsi was ordained a priest 
for the Diocese of New Ulm on 
August 24, 1991, at the Church of 
St. Anne in Wabasso, by Bishop 
Raymond A. Lucker. 

Following ordination, he served 
the parish communities of 
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in 
New Ulm, Willmar, Madison, 
Dawson, Kandiyohi, Lake Lillian, 
Spicer, and Regal. He currently 
serves the All Saints Area Faith 
Community as the pastor of 
its parishes (Fairfax, Franklin, 
Gibbon, and Winthrop).

Offi cial appointments announced
On the recommendation of the Priest Personnel 
Board, Bishop John M. LeVoir of the Diocese of 
New Ulm has made the following priest assignments:
 
Effective June 29, 2016 

Fr. Cornelius Ezeiloaku to serve as  
parochial vicar in the Holy Cross AFC: St. 
Gregory in Lafayette, St. George in West 
Newton Twp., St. Mary in New Ulm, 
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in New 

Ulm, and St. John the Baptist in Searles.

Fr. Aaron Johanneck to serve as 
parochial vicar in the Holy Cross AFC: 
St. Gregory in Lafayette, St. George in 
West Newton Twp., St. Mary in New 
Ulm, Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in 

New Ulm, and St. John the Baptist in Searles, in 
addition to teaching religion at the Cathedral High 
School. 

Fr. Jeremy Kucera to serve as pastor 
of St. John in Appleton in addition to 
his current responsibilities as pastor of 
St. Isidore the Farmer AFC: St. Francis 
in Benson, St. Malachy in Clontarf, St. 

Bridget in DeGraff, Sacred Heart in Murdock, and 
the Oratory of the Visitation in Danvers. 

Fr. Mark Mallak to serve as parochial 
vicar (senior associate pastor) in the Holy 
Family AFC: St. James in Dawson, St. 
Joseph in Montevideo, St. Clara in Clara 
City, and St. Andrew in Granite Falls, and 

to assist with some sacramental ministry in Spanish 
at St. Mary in Willmar. 

Fr. Irenaeus Nwimo to serve as 
parochial vicar in the Heart of Jesus 
AFC: Holy Redeemer in Renville, St. 
Aloysius in Olivia, St. John in Hector, 
and St. Mary in Bird Island. 

Fr. Zachary Peterson to serve as sacramental 
minister to the Hispanic community at Holy 

Redeemer in Marshall in addition to his 
current responsibilities as parochial vicar 
in the Good Teacher AFC: St. Peter in 
Canby, St. Leo in St. Leo, St. Edward in 
Minneota, and St. Eloi in Ghent.

Fr. Bill Sprigler to retire from full-time 
active ministry in the diocese.

Fr. Mark Steffl  to serve as parochial 
administrator of the Churches of St. John 
in Morton and St. Catherine in Redwood 
Falls in addition to his current duties as 
the judicial vicar of the Tribunal. 

Fr. Paul Timmerman to serve as pastor 
of the Church of St. James in Dawson 
in addition to his current responsibilities 
as pastor of the Holy Family AFC: St. 
Joseph in Montevideo, St. Clara in Clara 

City, and St. Andrew in Granite Falls.

Fr. Samuel Wagner to serve as parochial 
vicar in the Divine Mercy AFC: St. 
Mary in Sleepy Eye, Japanese Martyrs in 
Leavenworth, St. Michael in Morgan, and 
St. Paul in Comfrey. 

Fr. Matthew Wiering to serve as 
parochial administrator at the Churches 
of St. Clotilde in Green Valley and St. 
Mary in Cottonwood, and as chaplain of 
Southwest Minnesota State University, in 

addition to his current responsibilities as director of 
Vocations.

Effective June 30, 2016
Fr. Aaron Nett, a priest of the Diocese 
of St. Cloud, to serve as parochial 
administrator of St. Anthony in Watkins 
in addition to serving as pastor of 
Assumption in Eden Valley. 



faith life
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by Debra Skelley Blaschko
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

MINNEOTA – In Acts 13:47, 
the Lord says, “I have made you 
a light,” and he commands us to 
bring the light of salvation to the 
world.

That was the theme of the 57th 
annual convention of the Diocesan 
Council of Catholic Women held 
Saturday, April 23 at St. Edward 
Catholic Church in Minneota. 
About 300 women from across the 
diocese attended.

While part of the day focused on 
electing and installing new offi cers 
and reviewing the year’s CCW 
business, most of it provided 
opportunities for spiritual 
enrichment and prayer, and even 
time for a homemade meal.

The Scripture passage from Acts 
was explained in such a way at the 
convention that many attendees 

knew their lives were going to 
change when they went home to 
“be the light of Christ, literally.”

The day’s keynote speaker was 
motivational humorist Sheri 
Wohlfert from Westphalia, 
Mich. She teaches at a Catholic 
elementary school and has a 
speaking ministry. She came to 
Minneota to tell those present that 
living as a woman of God requires 
four things: perspective, surrender, 
joy, and prayer. 

To illustrate perspective, she 
showed a picture of part of 
an apple. The crowd did not 
recognize it as an apple until 
the whole picture was revealed. 
Something similar happens when 
we judge people, she said. 

She recounted a story of an old 
man who was very upset that a 
young boy wore his cap during 
Mass every Sunday. He was angry 
that the parents did not step in and 

he fi nally told the priest that it was 
complete and utter disrespect. 

“Father Joe said, ‘I wonder if you 
knew that little boy got hit by a 
bicycle. I wonder if you knew that 
his skull is misshapen and church 
is the only place he is comfortable 
going to,’” said Wohlfert, 
recounting the story. 

DCCW convention inspires women to spread the light of faith
Motivational speaker Sheri 
Wohlfert uses a candle and 
humor to explain what it means 
to be the light of Christ April 
23 at the 57th annual New 
Ulm DCCW convention at St. 
Edward Church in Minneota. 
About 300 women attended the 
event, which was designed to 
encourage, guide, and educate 
Catholic women in spirituality, 
leadership, and service to the 
Church.
                                                    
(Photo by Debra Skelley-Blaschko)

by Debra Skelley Blaschko
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

MINNEOTA – Rosemary Van Keulen believes 
it was the good example of family and Church 
members that led her to dedicate herself to the 
Catholic faith.

That dedication was recognized at the DCCW 
convention this year when Bishop John M. 
LeVoir of the Diocese of New Ulm presented her 
with the 25th Woman of the Year award.

The award recognizes an exemplary woman for 
her family commitment as well as participation in 
Church, community activities, and the CCW.  

Rosemary married Joe Van Keulen 63 years ago 
and they had 11 children. Farming became their 
livelihood and allowed Rosemary to be a stay-at-
home mother and volunteer at St. Mary’s Church 
in Tracy.

When asked how she became a devoted 
Christian, she said, “My mother was a good 
teacher. My father died before I was 6 years 
old.” She was the oldest of fi ve children and her 
mother never remarried. She remembers being 
told that, as the oldest child, she had to set a good 
example.

Van Keulen also points to people who passed the 
faith on to her.  

“My grandmother carried her rosary in her apron 
pocket,” she said.  She recalls the infl uence of her 
aunts and people in the parish. “It’s nice to follow 

in their footsteps,” she said. 

Van Keulen’s long list of accomplishments 
includes holding the CCW commission chair for 
Family Affairs and Reverence for Life when that 
organization began.  She has also served in CCW 
offi ces at both parish and regional levels.

Van Keulen named Woman of the Year

Rosemary Van Keulen is photographed with 
Bishop John M. LeVoir upon receiving the 
2016 Woman of the Year award at the DCCW 
convention. The mother of 11 children, she 
was recognized for her service as CCW 
commission chair for Family Affairs and 
Reverence for Life and also for serving in CCW 
offi ces at parish and regional levels.    
                   (Photo by Debra Skelley-Blaschko)

God sees the whole picture and if 
we surrender ourselves to God, he 
will give us a new perspective.

Heather Hoffmann, a young 
mother living near Sleepy Eye 
with her husband and four 
children, said she appreciated 
Wohlfert’s message that prayer 
doesn’t have to be perfect. When 
we pray the Rosary, and we get 
distracted, Mary perfects our 
prayers and gives them to her son, 
Jesus. 

Wohlfert suggested women 
remember to pray: Wow, Thanks, 
Oops, and Gimmie: We recognize 
our blessings, express our 
gratitude, ask for forgiveness, and 
ask God for what we need.

Jolynn Johns from St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Tracy said 
Wohlfert impressed upon her the 
importance of telling the stories 
about Jesus so he is not forgotten. 

“We need to share our stories with 
others to strengthen our faith and 
theirs,” Johns, a grandmother, 
said. She has a new resolve to tell 
others about a sacred moment she 
experienced before her father’s 
death when he had a vision of 
Jesus.

Also speaking at the convention 
was Liz Gunderson from Holy 
Redeemer Catholic Church 
in Marshall. She was raised 
Methodist, but went on a journey 
that led her to the Catholic faith. 
She spoke of different “lights” or 
“lamp posts” that showed her the 
way.

Those “ordinary lamp posts” 
included attending an event at 
a Catholic church where she 
saw a woman “her eyes slightly 
downturned and her hands clasped 

in front of her” deep in prayer.
Then there was a girl at a vacation 
spot who showed Liz a picture of 
a pope; the neighbors who used 
a strange hand gesture with meal 
prayers: the sign of the cross; and 
the program she saw on EWTN.

After she “tried on many different 
denominations,” Gunderson 
signed up for RCIA classes 
where everything she thought she 
knew about the Catholic Church 
was dispelled, including her 
misconceptions about the Blessed 
Mother of Jesus. Gunderson 
started praying the Rosary and 
now has a ministry of creating 
unique rosaries to share with 
people.

The women prayed the Rosary 
and the Divine Mercy Chaplet 
at the convention. Bishop John 
M. LeVoir celebrated Mass. A 
collection was taken up for Grace 
Place School in Florida, a safe 
place for youth who are at risk for 
sex traffi cking and homelessness. 
It helped to carry out the DCCW 
mission of serving the needy with 
mercy.

In his homily, Bishop John M 
LeVoir addressed that need for 
mercy. “Mercy is recognizing the 
needs of others and is doing what 
we can to make their lives better 
in the name of Jesus Christ,” he 
said. He explained how Pope 
Francis is leading by example in 
having the Papal Almoner visit the 
poor and see to their needs. 

Bishop LeVoir said he values 
very much the New Ulm DCCW. 
“What impresses me most about 
the CCW is the faith of the 
women. They love Jesus and they 
love his Church. Motivated by 
their love, they do so many good 
works,” he said.
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Diocese celebrates Day of Mercy in Year of Mercy

NEW ULM – Catholics from all 
parts of the Diocese of New Ulm 
came together to celebrate a special 
Day of Mercy on Divine Mercy 
Sunday, April 3, at the Cathedral of 
the Holy Trinity in New Ulm.

The day recognized the Holy Year 
of Mercy declared by Pope Francis, 
which runs from Dec. 8, 2015 to Nov. 
20, 2016.

Over 600 people attended the 10 
a.m. Mass, which kicked off the 
event. Lunch followed in Leifeld 
hall. Afternoon activities offered 
something for all ages. They included 
packaging over 10,000 meals for 
the less fortunate of Burkina Faso in 
Africa, open gym with seminarians 
and women religious, and a special 
fi lm screening of the documentary, 
“The Original Image of Divine 
Mercy.”

The day culminated in a Divine 
Mercy Holy Hour. Fr. John Ubel, 
rector of the Cathedral of St. Paul 
in St. Paul and one of Pope Francis’ 
Missionaries of Mercy, preached. 
Adoration accompanied by praise and 
worship music followed, along with 
an opportunity for the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation. Bishop John M. 
LeVoir concluded the holy hour with 
Benediction.

For more photos of the day, visit 
www.dnu.org/worship.

Day of Mercy

(Photos by Chris Clancy)
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by Sam Patet
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

Editor’s note: This article is the 
fourth and fi nal installment of The 
Prairie Catholic’s year-long series 
on the military and the Catholic 
faith.

No parent should have to bury his 
or her child.

But on March 1, 2005, at a 
small cemetery in Green Valley, 
Minn., that’s what Gary and Pat 
Timmerman did. Their third 
son, 24-year-old 1st Lt. Jason 
Timmerman, had died eight days 
earlier while serving in Iraq.

“I never honestly felt that one 
of them would get killed over 
there,” Pat said. Gary and Pat’s 
two youngest sons – Jason and 
Travis – both served in the 
Minnesota National Guard, and 
were deployed in Iraq following 
its 2003 invasion by a U.S.-led 
coalition.

Jason was part of C Company, 
1st Battalion of the 151st Field 
Artillery Regiment based in 
Montevideo. He was also survived 
by his wife, Teresa, and two older 
brothers, Eric and (now Fr.) Craig 
Timmerman.

“I guess I just had this huge hole 
in my heart; total disbelief,” Pat 
said. “I would have nightmares at 
night about it. … I also lay there 
many, many times and wondered 
what went through Jason’s mind 
the last few seconds.”

With their farm nearby, Pat and 
Gary attend St. Clotilde in Green 
Valley. Jason’s funeral took place 
at Holy Redeemer in Marshall to 
accommodate the large number of 
people who wanted to pay their 
respects. They included then-Gov. 
Tim Pawlenty and then-Sen. Mark 
Dayton.

Fr. Craig Timmerman, pastor at 
the parishes in the Good Teacher 
Area Faith Community of Canby, 
Ghent, Minneota, and St. Leo, also 
felt his heart sink when he found 
out about Jason’s death. At the 
time, he was a transitional deacon 
studying at the Pontifi cal North 
American College in Rome.

“I think it was mostly disbelief, 
grief,” Fr. Craig said, describing 
how he felt when he got the call 
at 12:30 a.m. Rome time from his 
parents. “Because I was in Rome 

and away from everybody, feeling 
very alone,” he said.

Bright future cut short
When Jason was deployed to 
Iraq in 2005, he had a bright 
future. A former math teacher at 
Lake Benton High School, he’d 
just gotten a job at an insurance 
company in Cottonwood. He and 
Teresa had settled in Tracy and 
were beginning their new life 
together after being married a year 
earlier. 

His life was cut short, however, 
on Feb. 21, 2005, when a roadside 
bomb exploded near him as he 
and four other personnel assisted 
an injured soldier. Two of those 
soldiers – Staff Sgt. David Day 
and Army Sgt. Jesse Lhotka – also 
died.

When Fr. Paul Timmerman, pastor 
of three parishes in the Holy 
Family Area Faith Community 
(Clara City, Granite Falls, and 
Montevideo) found out that his 
cousin had been killed, his fi rst 
reaction was anger.

“I was just blown away,” he said. 
At the time, he was a third-year 
seminarian at the Pontifi cal 
College Josephinum in Columbus, 
Ohio. “I remember going outside 
and walking around campus 
outside, just being angry, wanting 
revenge on those who had killed 
him.”

‘I just hung on’
Pat, Fr. Craig, Fr. Paul, and the 

rest of their family didn’t have a 
how-to guide that told them what 
they should do. Where do you 
begin when you lose a loved one 
so suddenly?

They began by turning to God, 
knowing that he was in control. 
While it wasn’t always easy to 
believe this, it’s the one fact that 
got them through the darkest 
moments as they wondered why 
Jason’s life had ended so early.

“I, like (Fr.) Craig, knew that 
God was in control and that no 
matter what, he would take care of 
us,” Pat said. “Through this – as 
through everything we’ve been 
through – I’ve found out that, I 
call it the three Fs – faith, family, 
and friends – will get you through 
anything, and in that order.”

For Fr. Craig, relying on his faith 
started immediately after he heard 
the news. After his early morning 
conversation with his parents, he 
reached out to a fellow seminarian 
for support. They prayed the 
Rosary, and then Fr. Craig 
arranged with the seminary’s vice 
rector to travel back to the U.S. 
later that day.

He then was left alone. He 
couldn’t fall asleep, so he went to 
the one place he knew he could 
fi nd some comfort: the seminary’s 
Blessed Sacrament chapel.

“I just didn’t know what to do,” 
Fr. Timmerman said. “So (I did) 
the only thing that I could do. 

I was down there on my own, 
and I literally walked up to the 
tabernacle, and I just put my 
arms around the tabernacle and I 
just hung on. That’s what got me 
through that night.”

Comfort at the foot of the Cross
Pat was confronted with the reality 
of Jason’s death whenever she 
went to Sunday Mass. “I would 
always cry at church because 
that’s where you really think about 
it,” she said. “But I also prayed to 
God all the time to help us through 
this. And I truly believe that if you 
don’t pray to God and ask him to 
help you, he can’t help you. That 
you need to open your heart to him 
in order for him to come to you 
and help you.”

“When you lose someone you 
love, you’re at the foot of the 
Cross. And you just sit there 
with Jesus in the death. But at 
the same time, you’re there with 
Jesus and there’s nowhere else to 
go,” Fr. Craig said. “Everything 
in me would want to leave and go 
somewhere else, but I was like, 
‘Well, where else would I go? I 
got nowhere else I can go. So I 
just need to stay here with Jesus 
and he will get me through.’”

For Fr. Paul, staying at the foot 
of the Cross helped him move 
past his initial feelings of anger 
and revenge. He especially could 
identify with Mary and St. John, 
as they too had lost a loved one. “I 
was able to forgive, and to move 
away from the anger, and the 
hate, the vengeance, to move to 
forgiveness, and to have peace,” 
he said.

A man of faith
Eleven years later, the 
Timmermans can remember Jason 
with smiles on their faces. He 
loved farming and being out in 
nature, Pat said, and always was 
ready to have a good time with 
family and friends.

“Camping was really important to 
us as a family; we’d go camping 
almost every weekend of the 
summer,” Fr. Craig said. “We’d 
be biking around the park together 
with our bikes, going swimming 
together, whatever it was.”

But perhaps what gives them the 
most joy looking back is knowing 
how seriously Jason took his faith. 
During college, he was involved in 
the Newman Club at Dakota State 
University in Madison, S.D., and 
while at basic training, he always 
found solace in Mass on Sundays.

“When he was in Iraq, we found 
out later that they called him the 
Bible thumper,” Pat said. “Jason’s 
question always was, ‘And what 
do we have for church services 
for our guys?’ Because, I truly 
believe, Jason knew that that’s 
what was going to carry him 
through over there, was the faith.”

“He was a very faith-fi lled man, 
so I think that was the greatest 
consolation,” Fr. Paul said.

Editor’s note: Sam Patet writes 
from Roseville, Minn.

Timmerman family still relies on God following loss of son

In January 2005, 1st Lt. Jason Timmerman poses for a photo while 
serving in the Minnesota National Guard in Bagdad, Iraq. The 
photo was taken a few weeks before he was killed by a roadside 
bomb while assisting an injured soldier.            (Contributed photo)

A memorial at the National Guard Armory in Morris, Minn., 
recognizes the supreme sacrifi ce of 1st Lt. Jason Timmerman of 
Tracy, Staff Sgt. David Day of Morris, and Sgt. Jesse Lhotka of 
Appleton. Dedicated in December 2005, the memorial was the 
inspiration of Erv Krosch, one of Day's family friends and an Army 
veteran himself.                            (Brooke Kern/Morris Sun Tribune)
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by Sr. Mary Ann Swanson
Offi ce of Worship

The days following the death of 
a loved one are most often marked 
by deep anguish and grief. They 
can often be fi lled with questions 
and uncertainty as we struggle 
to fathom what life will be like 
without this person.

In the midst of our own pain, the 
funeral of our beloved dead helps 
to restore our hope in the glory 
of heaven, where there will be 
no more death or mourning (see 
Rev. 21:4). “In the face of death, 
the Church confi dently proclaims 
that God has created each person 
for eternal life and that Jesus, 
the Son of God, by his death 
and resurrection, has broken the 
chains of sin and death that bound 
humanity” (“Order of Christian 
Funerals” (OCF), no. 1).

Through his Church, Jesus has 
given us an irreplaceable gift in 
the Holy Mass and specifi cally in 
the Funeral Mass:

“At the death of a Christian, 
whose life of faith was begun 
in the waters of Baptism and 
strengthened at the Eucharistic 
table, the Church intercedes on 
behalf of the deceased because of 
its confi dent belief that death is 
not the end, nor does it break the 
bonds forged in life. The Church 
also ministers to the sorrowing 
and consoles them in the funeral 
rites with the comforting Word 
of God and the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist” (OCF, no. 4). 

The Mass is the greatest prayer 
of the Church. It makes present 
to us and applies the graces of 
Christ’s Death and Resurrection. 
Through the celebration of the 
Holy Eucharist, we lay our 
spiritual offerings upon the altar 
to be offered with the perfect and 
eternal offering of Jesus to the 
Father. With Jesus we offer all of 
our joys and sorrows, successes 
and failures, our entire life.

In the funeral Mass, “the 
community gathers with the 
family and friends of the deceased 
to give praise and thanks to God 
for Christ’s victory over sin and 
death, to commend the deceased 
to God’s tender mercy and 
compassion, and to seek strength 
in the proclamation of the paschal 
mystery. The funeral liturgy, 
therefore, is an act of worship, not 
merely an expression of grief “ 

(OCF, no. 129).

The funeral Mass helps us 
remember that the things of this 
world are passing away, but there 
is a new life purchased for us by 
Christ. The immense treasures 
of this new life far outweigh any 
riches of our earthly existence. 

Funeral Mass is special
So what are some aspects that 
make a Catholic funeral Mass 
unique? First of all, a funeral Mass 
always takes place in a church: 

“The church is the place where 
the Christian life is begotten 
in baptism, nourished in the 
Eucharist, and where the 
community gathers to commend 
one of its deceased members 
to the Father. The church is at 
once a symbol of the community 
and of the heavenly liturgy that 
the celebration of the liturgy 
anticipates” (OCF, no. 131).

The location is important to the 
purpose of the funeral liturgy. Just 
as football games take place on 
a football fi eld, or a swim meet 
takes place in a pool, the funeral 
Mass takes place in a church, 
where the church building itself 
is meant to direct our minds and 
hearts to the things of God and the 
hope of heaven.

Secondly, the funeral liturgy has 
an important connection to the 
Sacrament of Baptism. In Baptism, 
we are freed from sin and enter 
into the life of Christ. As we are 
immersed in the baptismal water 
or as it is poured over our heads, 
the Holy Trinity comes to dwell 

within us, we become members of 
God’s family, the Church, and we 
are given the hope of eternal life.

In the funeral liturgy, holy water is 
used to remind us of our Baptism. 
Often, a white pall is placed over 
the coffi n, just as a white garment 
is placed upon the newly baptized. 
The Easter Candle is lit for the 
funeral, reminding us of the light 
of faith received at Baptism 
when the one administering the 
sacrament prayed:

“May they keep the fl ame of faith 
alive in their hearts. When the 
Lord comes, may they go out to 
meet him with all the saints in 
the heavenly kingdom” (“Rite of 
Baptism for Children,” no. 64). 
Christ is victorious over sin and 
death. For the Christian, death 
is not the end, but becomes the 
time of fulfi llment for the new life 
begun at Baptism. 

Thirdly, there is reverence for the 
body of the deceased. Our bodies 
are temples of the Holy Spirit (1 
Cor 6:19), destined to share in 
Christ’s Resurrection. Jesus has 
promised that at the end of time, 
the bodies of those who have died 
will be raised and reunited with 
their souls.

Within the funeral liturgy, the 
body of the deceased is treated 
with reverence and dignity 
because of the Sacraments 
received during the person’s life, 
and because the person, body and 
soul, is destined for heaven:

“Incense is used during the funeral 
rites as a sign of honor to the body 

of the deceased, which through 
Baptism became the temple of 
the Holy Spirit. Incense is also 
used as a sign of the community’s 
prayers for the deceased rising to 
the throne of God and as a sign of 
farewell” (OCF, no. 37). 

Gift of faith
Pope Francis places before us the 
profundity of the gift of Christian 
faith: 

“If God could not act in the 
world, his love would not 
be truly powerful, truly real, 
and thus not even true, a love 
capable of delivering the bliss 
that it promises. It would make 
no difference at all whether we 
believed in him or not. Christians, 
on the contrary, profess their 
faith in God’s tangible and 
powerful love which really does 
act in history and determines its 
fi nal destiny: a love that can be 
encountered, a love fully revealed 
in Christ’s passion, death and 
resurrection” (“The Light of 
Faith,” no. 17).

Through Jesus death itself is 
transformed; it becomes the path 
to our eternal life with God in 
heaven. For those who do not 
know this truth, the experience of 
death is empty and hopeless. The 
Christian funeral reminds us of the 
Christian faith, which gives hope 
and meaning to our life, and our 
death.

Sr. Anna Marie Swanson works 
in the Offi ce of Worship for the 
Diocese of New Ulm.

Catholic funeral Mass proclaims Christ’s victory over death A personal 
testimony

Each year growing up, my dad 
would take me out to breakfast 
on the morning of Oct. 31 to 
celebrate the anniversary of my 
Baptism. Being the oldest of 
six kids, it was always a special 
time just with dad.

But on Oct. 31, 2003, I 
understood the signifi cance 
of my Baptism in a way I 
never had before. My great-
grandmother, whose name I 
shared, had passed away a few 
days earlier and her funeral 
was providentially held on my 
Baptism anniversary.

And so, in the Church 
where I was baptized, on the 
anniversary of the day I was 
baptized, I heard these words: 
“In the waters of Baptism 
Catherine died with Christ and 
rose with him to new life. May 
she now share with him eternal 
glory.”

These words struck my heart 
deeply as I encountered the 
profound gift of my own 
Baptism and the precious gift 
of eternal life. I realized that 
the day of Baptism and the 
day of my burial, whenever 
that may be, are not so very far 
apart.

“You have called your child 
Catherine to this cleansing 
water and new birth, that 
by sharing the faith of your 
Church she may have eternal 
life.” These words, prayed 
at my Baptism, will God-
willing, be echoed at my own 
funeral someday, as the Church 
entrusts my soul to the mercy 
of God.

Funeral Planning Resources

Available at www.dnu.org/
funerals

 Planning the Funeral 
Liturgy

 Traditional Burial or 
Cremation?

 Sacred Music for the 
Funeral Mass

 Scripture Readings for 
the Funeral Mass

 Printable Funeral 
Planning Guide

 Editable Funeral 
Worship Aid
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by Dan Rossini
The Prairie Catholic

DASSEL – “Unstoppable” was 
the theme of the Diocese of New 
Ulm’s annual Junior High Rally 
April 24 at Dassel-Cokato High 
School. Sixth through eighth 
graders from around the diocese 
gathered to pray, socialize, 
enjoy music, and hear inspiring 
messages to enliven their faith.

Kevin Losleben, director of 
Youth and Young Adult Ministry 
for the Diocese of New Ulm, 
explained to the youth at the 
beginning of the event that the 
“unstoppable” theme was based 
on the Scripture passage where 
Jesus tells St. Peter that “you are 
Peter (Petrus, rock), and upon 
this rock I will build my Church, 
and the gates of the netherworld 
shall not prevail against it” (Mt 
16:18).

“The Church will not fall, no 
matter what,” Losleben said. 
“The Church has been around for 
2,000 years and nothing has taken 
it down.” He then led members 
of the Diocesan Youth Council 
in a dramatic reading of the 
passage in context (Mt 16:13-19) 
accompanied by a slide show and 
music.

Next up on stage was Nic 
Davidson, a youth minister from 
the Diocese of Duluth. With 
humor, he explained what led him 
to convert to Catholicism. During 
the two years that Davidson and 
his wife, Jacelyn, were Protestant 
missionaries in China, they began 
to ask probing questions about 
their faith.

Upon returning to Duluth, they 
decided to try out a Catholic 
Mass, which just happened 
to be celebrated by a young 
evangelizing priest, Fr. Mike 
Schmitz. They greeted Fr. Schmitz 
after Mass and asked him if he 

Youth encouraged to beUnstoppable
Junior High 
Youth Rally 
held April 24
in Dassel

would be willing to go out for 
coffee and answer some questions 
about the faith. After about fi ve 
months of weekly meetings, the 
Davidsons ran out of questions. 
They entered the Church in 2008.

Davidson told the youth that he 
had questions going back to sixth, 
seventh, and eighth grade that 
were never answered until he 
entered the Church.
Then he asked them, “Is there a 
way to live life where nothing 

can stop you?” He said that 
as a kid, he really admired 
Superman, who could get out of 
any bad situation without doing 
anything wrong. He also wanted 
to be unstoppable, but that only 
happened when he entered the 
Catholic Church.

Prayer occupied the center 
portion of the day. Youth attended 
Mass celebrated by Bishop 
John M. LeVoir and several 
diocesan priests. Adoration and 

an opportunity to receive the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
followed.

In his homily, the bishop refl ected 
on the Gospel, where Jesus 
said to his disciples, “Love one 
another as I have loved you” 
(Jn 13:34). Jesus is calling us 
to imitate him, Bishop LeVoir 
explained. We need to know how 
Jesus lived, so that we can imitate 
that love. Just as Jesus spent his 
life in the service of others, so 

we, too, must help other people. 

The Alex Street Band played 
several sets throughout the day, 
including an hour-long concert 
after the afternoon meal. Alex 
Street, the lead vocalist, is a 
worship leader, musician, and 
youth minister from Boise, Id., 
who recently released his fi rst EP 
of original material. See http://
www.alexstreetmusic.com/.

(Photos from video by Dan Rossini)
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staff that are willing to do it,” she 
said. One couple who works at the 
ranch runs a Bible study group. 
Other staff members see to it that 
girls who want to attend Sunday 
services get a ride.

“We all know, everyone knows, 
that piece is an important part of 
every human being. So we really 
want to make sure they have 
opportunity in that area to explore 
and to grow,” said Terlouw. 
“Nothing’s forced – it’s their 
choice.”

Response to sex traffi cking
Heartland’s array of programs is 
intense. Girls typically stay seven 
to 10 months. For many years, 
the ranch served 40 to 50 girls a 
year. Last year, the count was 77. 
The big reason for the increase is 
Heartland’s Hearts for Freedom 
program, which was started in 
2014 specifi cally to help heal girls 
who have been sexually exploited.

Terlouw said that sex traffi cking in 
the United States and in Minnesota 
is a “huge problem.”

“I don’t think people fully 
understand how huge the problem 
it is in our nation and how many 
people are being exploited and 
how many runaways are picked 
up within 48 hours and traffi cked 
by an exploiter of some type,” she 
said. “Safe Harbor of Minnesota 
is really leading the way in our 
country, because we’re actually 
the fi rst state to actually put 
monies and have developed a 
whole system – the No Wrong 
Door model.”

Minnesota’s Safe Harbor Act was 
passed by the state legislature in 
2011 and signed by Gov. Mark 
Dayton on July 20 of that year. 
It explicitly excludes sexually 
exploited youth from the defi nition 
of delinquency under the law.

Instead, it recognizes them as 
children “in need of protection 
and services” and directed state 
agencies to develop a victim-
centered services model to address 
the needs of sexually exploited 
youth and youth at risk of sexual 
exploitation. That model became 
No Wrong Door – a complement 
of resources and services for 
sexually exploited youth including 
regional navigators, housing and 
shelter, and training and protocol 
development.

A crucial function of the 

navigators is to educate people 
about sex traffi cking. They speak 
to social service professionals, law 
enforcement, nurses, and educators 
about identifying victims and how 
to help them. As a result, “we’re 
fi nding more and more kids,” and 
the kids themselves are “starting to 
understand that they’re victims,” 
Terlouw said.

Priority for the Church
The Catholic bishops of 
Minnesota, through the Minnesota 
Catholic Conference, were big 
supporters of the Safe Harbor law 
and subsequent legislation in 2013 
to fund its implementation.

On the national level, the United 
States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB) has been 
a leader for over a decade 
in advocating and educating 
people to eradicate sex and 
labor traffi cking. Their recently 
launched Amistad Movement 
seeks to educate immigrants in 
at-risk communities and their 
supporters on how to protect 
people in immigrant communities 
from falling victim to human 
traffi cking and to identify those 
who do. 

Anti-traffi cking advocates have 
found a big ally in Pope Francis, 
who has spoken out repeatedly 
against the practice. “I have 
always been distressed at the lot of 
those who are victims of various 
kinds of human traffi cking. 
How I wish that all of us would 
hear God’s cry: ‘Where is your 
brother?’ (Gen. 4:9). Where is 
your brother or sister who is 
enslaved? Where is the brother and 
sister whom you are killing each 
day in clandestine warehouses, in 
rings of prostitution, in children 
used for begging, in exploiting 
undocumented labor? Let us not 
look the other way” he wrote in 
“The Joy of the Gospel” (no. 211).

In November 2014, Pope Francis 
hosted a meeting of world 
religious leaders at the Vatican 
to sign a common declaration 
condemning modern slavery and 
urging the world to take action. In 
the Declaration Against Slavery, 
leaders from seven of the world’s 
largest religions pledged to do 
everything they could to fi ght 
for the freedom of enslaved and 
traffi cked persons by mobilizing 
their faith communities.

Catholic Charities connection
The pope’s urging was not lost on 
Catholic Charities of the Diocese 
of New Ulm. At a meeting in the 

spring of 2015, staff members 
talked about networking with other 
organizations and what further 
steps they might take to combat 
human traffi cking.

Catholic Charities counselor 
Sr. Lois Byrne, a Sister of the 
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and a licensed clinical social 
worker, suggested that she reach 
out to Heartland. She thought she 
might pay them a visit and learn 
more about their work.

The staff at Heartland invited 
Sr. Lois to an in-service on 
human traffi cking that they 
were conducting in June. At the 
seminar, she indicated to them that 
she had a license in social work. 
Since they had a considerable need 
for mental health professionals, 
they asked if she might be willing 
to provide services at Heartland.

Sr. Lois was open to the idea. She 
presented the request to Catholic 
Charities director Tom Keaveny, 
who was also favorable. The two 
then approached the Catholic 
Charities advisors and Bishop 
John M. LeVoir of the Diocese of 
New Ulm.

“It was for us a fi rst time that 
we’d really be entering into an 
agreement to not exclusively 
serve, but specifi cally serve a 
group of people from another non-
profi t. So we were very careful 
about our decision,” Keaveny said.

Catholic Charities’ due diligence 
demonstrated that Heartland was 
an exemplary organization and a 
good fi t for the diocese. That made 
Bishop LeVoir’s decision easy. 
An agreement between the two 
organizations was forged by mid-
July and Sr. Lois began counseling 
girls shortly thereafter.

Satisfying work
Sr. Lois said that she was 
especially interested in working 
at Heartland due to her own 
professional background. She 
started her career in social work 
at a residential treatment center in 
North Dakota and interned briefl y 
at Home on the Range in western 
North Dakota, a Catholic home 
for boys which also had a farm 
setting. 

“I also have a background in 
child protection and in foster 
care, working at a county human 
service agency,” she said. “Most 
of these kids … are in some sort 
of protective services. I appreciate 
working with these challenges.”

Sr. Lois spends all day on Tuesday 
and mornings on Thursday at 
Heartland. She sees six or seven 
girls per week on average. Her 
hours at Catholic Charities have 
been adjusted to take on the 
additional workload.

“I fi nd it rewarding. It depends on 
the day, because sometimes it’s 
really tough,” said Sr. Lois. “It’s 
challenging in a really positive 
way. The girls are really likeable.”

Challenging future
Heartland is facing some big 
challenges as it looks to its future. 
The Minnesota Department of 
Corrections, which licenses it, 
wants it to expand its facilities. 

It was at the Department of 
Correction’s prompting that 
Heartland inaugurated its Hearts 
for Freedom program two years 
ago. To make room for eight 
more girls, they remodeled their 
old farmhouse into a second 
group residence. The house 
had previously served as their 
administration building.

“They came to us and said, ‘Can 
you do a specifi c program for 
traffi cked girls?’ and that’s why 
we emptied out the small house, 
brought in these two trailers 
for administration, and turned 
the home into the residence 
for traffi cked girls,” explained 
Les Heitke, Heartland’s chief 
executive offi cer.

“As I understand it, there are six 
programs in the state that now take 
traffi cked girls. We’re the only 
one that has any kind of a ranch 
or equine therapy. And I think we 
have the most beds of any service 
in the state of Minnesota. And 
most of the states around us have 
nothing,” he said.

Now the Department of 
Corrections wants Heartland to 
add another four beds. There’s also 
a strong incentive to get rid of the 
modular trailer units, which exact 
high rental fees and are diffi cult 
to control temperature-wise. 
That will require a permanent 
administration building. 
Heartland’s board of directors 
is also thinking about replacing 
the old horse barn with a larger 
facility.

Another challenge involves 
Terlouw. After 24 years, she will 
be leaving Heartland in May to 
open a new faith-based non-profi t 
organization in the St. Cloud area. 
Capitalizing on the knowledge 

and experience she gained at 
Heartland, the new venture will 
offer holistic, trauma-informed 
services to women 18 years and 
older who are victims of sex 
traffi cking.

Terlouw leaves big shoes to fi ll. 
She has been with Heartland since 
its foundation in 1992, and served 
about a decade as its executive 
director. She saw the organization 
through the great recession of 
2008-2010 and managed its rapid 
expansion in subsequent years. 
The Hearts for Freedom project 
was largely her vision.

Dignity and destiny
Key to the success of Heartland’s 
approach over the years, said 
Terlouw, has been instilling in the 
girls a deep sense of their own 
dignity and destiny. They need to 
develop good, solid relationships 
with people on staff and other girls 
in the program to recognize their 
importance as human beings.

“I think what the ranch has been 
good at over the years is being 
relational,” said Terlouw. “We 
want to develop a relationship 
that’s comfortable, and caring, 
and nurturing. Then the girls can 
start to trust and really be able to 
dig a little deeper in the issues. … 
That’s been real foundational.”

Another important strategy has 
been to build on a girl’s strengths. 
“We really want staff to focus on 
what she’s doing right and what 
she’s doing well,” said Terlouw.  
“So even if it’s just one small 
piece, right away, that’s she’s 
having success – it might be 
something as little as, ‘I saw how 
you really helped your roommate 
yesterday. That was really neat 
how she was struggling and you 
helped her.’

“Pointing out any little success 
that you can fi nd can make all the 
difference to start building that 
confi dence and that trust. And then 
we always say, success breeds 
success.”

The Heartland approach has 
given upwards of 700 girls a 
fi ghting chance to turn their lives 
around. “It’s so amazing. They’re 
unbelievably resilient, especially 
given their backgrounds,” said Sr. 
Lois.

Editor’s note: More information 
about Heartland Girls’ Ranch is 
available on their Web site, www.
heartlandgirlsranch.org.

Catholic Charities’ help for Heartland a response to pope’s call
(Continued from page 1)
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Integrating Cuba more deeply 
into the family of nations has 
been a major priority of the 
last three popes. Each of these 
popes has visited Cuba, and 
Pope Francis’ personal appeal 
to President Obama and Raul 
Castro has led to breakthroughs in 
diplomatic and cultural relations, 
the release of political prisoners, 
and the removal of many travel 
restrictions between the two 
nations. 

Additionally, the Church now has 
more space to live its mission, 
and there is slow progress toward 
greater protection of human 
rights.  

Yet the chief source of Cuba’s 
isolation – the U.S. trade embargo 
– remains in place.  

In the Church’s advocacy for an 
end to the trade embargo, her 
social doctrine comes alive in 
the compelling application of its 
principles to this concrete reality.

People over ideology
The need to transcend ideology 
and focus on the dignity of the 
human person and the common 
good is a cornerstone of the 
modern papal social encyclicals.  
Cubans, however, have suffered 
greatly from ideological 
brinkmanship over the past 60 
years. 

In an effort to destabilize Cuba’s 
repressive Marxist regime, the 
United States imposed a trade 
embargo in 1960. But as the U.S. 
bishops have noted, the “principal 
effect” of this embargo “has been 
to strengthen Cuban government 
control and to weaken an already 
fragile civil society,” harming the 
poor and vulnerable far more than 
government elites. 

Ideological grandstanding has 
allowed the policy to persist 
despite evidence that the embargo 
has actually worked against its 
purported aims while bringing 
additional hardships onto a 
suffering people.

Cuba: a mini-compendium of Catholic 
social doctrine

Faith in the 
Public Arena

                 by Jason Adkins

Catholic Charities
refl ections on the Year of Mercy

Ask Congress to end the Cuba embargo
Embrace engagement with Cuba, not isolation
Th e USCCB has long called upon Congress to end the trade embargo 
with Cuba and establish full diplomatic relationships. Th e bishops 
are convinced that engagement, not isolation, will help the people of 
Cuba achieve greater freedom, human rights, and religious liberty.

Th e Minnesota Catholic Conference is grateful for the leadership of 
Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) and Rep. Tom Emmer (R-MN), who 
are the lead sponsors of bipartisan bills in each house of Congress to 
end the embargo.  

Sen. Al Franken (D-MN) already co-sponsors Sen. Klobuchar’s bill (S. 
491), but we need our representatives to support the House version. 
Please contact your congressperson and ask him or her to co-sponsor 
the Cuba Trade Act (H.R. 3238).

Not sure who represents you in Congress? Call 202-225-3121 or 
visit whoismyrepresentative.com. Learn more about Catholic social 
teaching and Cuba by reading the USCCB’s backgrounder: Visit 
usccb.org, search “Backgrounder on Cuba,” and select the fi rst option.

A c t i o n  A l e r t !

In this Year of Mercy, Pope 
Francis implores, “Let us not 
forget the Spiritual Works of 
Mercy: to counsel the doubtful, 
instruct the ignorant, admonish 
sinners, comfort the affl icted, 
forgive offenses, bear patiently 
those who do us ill, and to pray 
for the living and the dead” (“The 
Face of Mercy,” no. 15).

The month of May has been 
recognized as Mental Health 
Awareness Month since 1951. 
May is a time to refl ect on how 
each of us reach out to those 
most marginalized in our midst: 
persons with a serious and 
persistent mental illness, those 
suffering an immediate grief or 
loss, or someone caught up in 
a longstanding and seemingly 
irreconcilable transgression.

Catholic Charities of the 
Diocese of New Ulm serves as 
a place for people to come and 
examine the trauma and distress 
associated with an abusive 
past (and the challenges of 
moving beyond victimization) 
or embracing the magnitude of 
an unplanned pregnancy. Some 
clients are working to resolve the 
unmanageability and insanity of 
addictive behaviors, and yet others 
are questioning the reality of being 
in an unhealthy relationship.

Through Catholic Charities, these 
issues are disclosed in confi dential 
circumstances. It is in these 
moments that we strive to fulfi ll 
Pope Francis’ call “to restore 
dignity to all those from whom it 
has been robbed.”

Through the generous donations 
made to the annual Diocesan 
Ministries Appeal (DMA) and 
other forms of support by so many 
in the diocese, Catholic Charities 
counselors are able to continue to 
do these spiritual works of mercy. 
Here is some testimony from 
these counselors that illustrate 
their response to the Holy Father’s 
call that “the message of mercy 
reach everyone” and that “no 
one be indifferent to the call to 
experience mercy.”

Tami Dale on comforting the 
affl icted
Core to Catholic Charities 
counseling services is comforting 
the affl icted. Tami Dale strives to 
help alleviate the pain of tragedy 

or loss, be this suffering through 
death, divorce, or simply the 
ongoing struggle to maintain a 
healthy relationship.

“Our call to journey with persons 
following a crisis is a request 
that comes at any time,” Dale 
said. “We are available to help 
individuals and families fi nd the 
strength to seek acceptance and 
to identify and relate with other 
phases of grief. It becomes our 
role to help people fi nd comfort 
and forgiveness as they face life’s 
most diffi cult experiences,” she 
said.

Sr. Lois Byrne on counseling the 
doubtful
“Doubt is highly common and 
many times subtle, and often 
it is the root of our anxiety, 
depression, and even problems in 
relationships, said Sr. Lois Byrne. 
“The truth is life is relational. 
To seek counsel is to act on 
this knowledge and to open to 
possibilities that left to one’s self 
are less available,” she said.

Sam Rickertsen on forgiveness
At times our lives may seem like a 
tangled knot, tight and impossible 
to loosen. It is the grace and mercy 
of God that helps us unravel the 
confusion and fi nd order and 
harmony.

“When we engage with clients 
who are seeking authentic 
healing, we offer tools to promote 
forgiveness and help clients heal 
from the veils of shame,” said 
Sandra “Sam” Rickertsen. 

Through Catholic Charities, 
“people are encouraged to act on 
their own behalf, to speak their 
truths (as diffi cult and buried as 
some of these may be), and to seek 
and offer reconciliation as part of 
the therapeutic process,” she said. 
“We recognize the Father’s gift of 
mercy as we counsel with people 
to fi nd hope and new direction 
following resentment, pain, and 
despair.”

Catholic Charities counselors 
are available as a merciful 
alternative when these or other 
life challenges present an 
opportunity to seek God’s mercy. 
Call 866-670-5163 to schedule an 
appointment, or visit www.dnu.
org/catholiccharities/.

Editor’s note: Tom Keaveny is 
director of Catholic Charities for 
the Diocese of New Ulm.

Rather than sacrifi cing the well-
being of human persons on the 
altar of ideology, the Church 
proposes that both nations forge a 
new future for Cuba, rooted in the 
legitimate rights and aspirations 
of the Cuban people. This would 
include greater respect for 
religious liberty and a more open 
political and economic system that 
protects the nation’s right of self-
determination.    

International peripheries
Pope Francis has repeatedly called 
all of us to reach out to people on 
the peripheries to share the joy of 
the Gospel and to work for their 
well-being.  This “theology of 
encounter” is a re-presentation of 
the Church’s preferential option 
for the poor and vulnerable, 
and can be analogized to the 
international community and its 
member nations.

Cuba, in isolation from the 
international community and 
with deep internal diffi culties, is 
certainly at the peripheries of the 
global community and its people 
suffer as a result. Therefore, the 
Church is justifi ed in putting so 
much effort into fostering greater 
encounter and collaboration 
between the United States and 
Cuba.

Restoring Cuba’s status as a 
full-fl edged member of the 
international community would 
benefi t all parties, and not merely 
in a material sense that considers 
only the exchange of economic 

goods. Just as each member of 
society is endowed with unique 
gifts to contribute to the broader 
community, nations are each called 
to contribute their gifts to the 
community of nations.  Ending 
the United States’ isolation of 
Cuba will allow each nation to 
work together more fully to pursue 
justice and peace, which is at the 
core of the principle of solidarity.

Engagement and encounter
Though the Church remains 
concerned about conditions 
in Cuba and human rights 
violations, the USCCB believes 
that “improving the lives of the 
Cuban people and encouraging 
democracy and human rights 
in Cuba will best be advanced 
through more, rather than less, 
contact between Cuban and 
American peoples. ... Removing 
the barriers to free commerce with 
Cuba, and thus deepening the trade 
relationship, is also another step 
toward greater engagement.”

Engagement and encounter with 
those at the margins, rather than 
isolation and exclusion.  These 
are long-standing principles of 
Catholic social doctrine that 
become clearer to us in Pope 
Francis’ exhortations and the 
Church’s Cuban diplomacy. 

Editor’s note: Jason Adkins 
is executive director of the 
Minnesota Catholic Conference. 
Become a member of the Catholic 
Advocacy Network by visiting 
mncatholic.org.

by Tom Keaveny
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by Deacon Mike McKeown

You may have heard Pentecost 
referred to as the birthday of 
the Church. We have to ask 
ourselves, why 
Pentecost? 
Why wouldn’t 
Christmas 
be called the 
birthday of the 
Church, when 
our Savior was 
born? Why not 
Easter when 
Jesus rose from 
the dead. If we 
take a closer look, we’ll see that 
it was really at Pentecost that 
the disciples were transformed 
and reborn into a people who 
were fi nally able to live as God 
intended.

As with any birthday, there’s 
usually a gift. We’ve all seen 
toddlers when they receive a 
gift. We can give them a really 
nice gift but they always seem 
to rip open the present and play 
with the box. Sometimes we’re 
just like that toddler. God gives 
us this beautiful gift of the Holy 
Spirit and so often we toss it 
aside and get wrapped up in 
the packaging or the externals. 
We go to Mass but we don’t 
worship. We come to receive 
Holy Communion without 
recognizing who it is that we’re 
receiving. So often our spiritual 
life is just going through the 
motions, but God wants to give 
us so much more! 

If we look at the lives of the 
Apostles, those who were 
closest to Jesus, we see that 
even they weren’t able to be 
faithful Christians until they 
were fi lled with the Holy 
Spirit. There was an obvious 
difference in the spiritual life 
of the Apostles before and 
after Pentecost. They were 
transformed; they were fi lled 
with the power of God! To 
those early Christians, being 
fi lled with the Holy Spirit was 
the key to living the life that 
God had called them to. 

If we look at the life of St. 
Peter, we can see a perfect 
example of the transforming 
power of the Holy Spirit. Peter 
was a faith-fi lled man, even 
from the beginning. He was 
the fi rst Apostle to recognize 

Jesus as the Messiah. He left 
everything to follow him. He 
was so devoted to Jesus – he 
believed! He Loved Jesus!

And yet, despite 
his love and 
devotion, 
Peter failed so 
many times. At 
one point he 
rebuked Jesus. 
Another time 
he denied Jesus 
three times. 
Peter had faith 
– he believed; 

he loved! But he was full of 
ambition and self-reliance. He 
thought he could serve Jesus 
with his own strength. Peter 
is a perfect example of most 
Christians today. We believe! 
We want to be faithful but we 
think we can live a Christian 
life on our own power and we 
continue to fail.

It wasn’t until Peter and the 
other Apostles were fi lled with 
the Holy Spirit that their lives 
were changed forever. It was 
their spiritual birthday and 
on that day of Pentecost they 
converted thousands of people 
by their preaching. God’s 
desire was not just Spirit-fi lled 
individuals but a Spirit-fi lled 
Church that would be a witness 
to the whole world. For 20 
centuries, billions of followers 
can trace our spiritual origins 
all the way back to that one day 
in Jerusalem. And just as Peter 
and the others couldn’t live a 
faithful life without the Holy 
Spirit, neither can we. 

Being fi lled with the Holy Spirit 
is the only way that we can be 
faithful to our calling. It’s not 
an option, it’s necessary. For 
so many of us it’s the missing 
link that will change our life 
from frustration and defeat to 
a life of joy and victory. So 
look beyond the packaging and 
receive the precious gift of the 
Spirit that God wants to give 
you. Let him change your life 
forever!

Editor’s note: Deacon Mike 
McKeown is director of 
Development and Healing 
Ministry for the Diocese of New 
Ulm.

The Holy Spirit: your 
birthday gift

A million works of mercy

by Jan Noyes
DCCW Past President

Do you enjoy spending an evening 
with other women who share our 
beautiful and rich Catholic faith? 
Would you like ideas on how to 
show others the mercy of God 
during this Year of Mercy?

Are you looking for ways to 
discover and actively participate 
in sharing the Good News of 
Jesus through both the spiritual 
and corporal works of mercy? 
If so, this year’s Resource and 
Guidance training from the New 
Ulm Diocesan Council of Catholic 

Women is for you!

The training will be held in two 
locations to accommodate as many 
schedules as possible. Women may 
attend on Tuesday, June 7 at the 
Church of St. Mary in Milroy or 
Thursday, June 23 at the Church of 
St. Anastasia in Hutchinson. Both 
evenings begin with registration at 
5:30 p.m. Mass will be at 6 p.m., 
followed by a light meal and the 
training program. 

The theme for this year’s training 
is “A Million Works of Mercy.” It 
is based on the National Council 
of Catholic Women’s “A Million 
Works of Mercy” program.

The National Council of Catholic 
Women members are striving 
to perform one million works 
before the end of the Jubilee year 
in November 2016. They started 
counting their works of mercy on 
Divine Mercy Sunday, April 3, 
2016.

Both big and small works of 
mercy in our councils, parishes, 

local communities, and beyond 
count towards the goal. There is a 
form for members to record their 
works of mercy on the NCCW 
Web site, www.nccw.org. The 
count will be updated monthly. 

All women in the diocese will 
benefi t from attending a Resource 
and Guidance evening. It would 
be especially helpful for all parish 
and region offi cers to be there 
in order to share what they have 
learned with others in their parish 
and region.

Mercy is our call and our mission, 
every day, and in a variety of 
different ways. Come to discover 
how to serve those in need. 
Contact your parish president to 
register. If your parish does not 
have an active CCW, contact your 
region president with the contact 
information available at www.
nudccw.org. Everyone is welcome 
to attend.

Editor’s note: Ronda Mathiowetz 
became the new DCCW president 
at the DCCW convention in April.

by Catholic News Agency

NEW YORK – A new stage 
has begun in the process toward 
possible canonization for Dorothy 
Day, the founder of the Catholic 
Worker Movement.

Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan 
of New York has opened the 
canonical “inquiry on the life” 
of Dorothy Day, the archdiocese 
announced April 19.
 
The archdiocese will interview 
some 50 eyewitnesses who 
had fi rsthand experience 
with Dorothy Day. Their 
testimonies and other evidence 
will be collected, examined to 
determine whether Day lived a 
life of “heroic virtue,” and will 
eventually be presented to the 
Vatican’s Congregation for the 
Saints and to Pope Francis.

In addition, Cardinal Dolan 
will appoint experts to review 
the published and unpublished 
writings of Dorothy Day, 
considering their adherence to 
doctrine and morals. 

George B. Horton, liaison for the 
Dorothy Day Guild, noted that 
this will be an extensive project.

“Dorothy Day created or inspired 
dozens of houses of hospitality 
throughout the English-speaking 
world, but she was also a 
journalist who published The 
Catholic Worker newspaper,” he 
said.

Born in Brooklyn and eventually 
raised in Chicago, Day was 
baptized Episcopalian at the 
age of 12. She displayed signs 
at a young age of possessing a 
deep religious sense, fasting and 
mortifying her body by sleeping 
on hardwood fl oors.

Her life soon changed as the 
1910s brought about a stark shift 
in the U.S. social climate. A 
key turning point in her life and 
personal ideology came when 
she read “The Jungle,” Upton 
Sinclair’s scathing depiction 
of the Chicago meat-packing 
industry.

Along with French itinerant 
Peter Maurin, she founded the 
Catholic Worker Movement in 
1933. Living the Catholic notion 
of holy poverty and practicing 
works of mercy, the two started 
soup kitchens, self-sustaining 
farm communities and a daily 
newspaper. In the course of her 

50 years working among the poor 
and marginalized, Day never took 
a salary.

Her legacy lives on today in 
some 185 Catholic Worker 
communities in the U.S. and 
around the globe.

In a 2012 meeting of U.S. 
bishops, Cardinal Dolan called 
Dorothy Day “a saint for our 
time,” describing her as “a living, 
breathing, colorful, lovable, 
embracing, warm woman who 
exemplifi es what’s best in 
Catholic life” and shows the 
Church’s commitment to both the 
dignity of human life and social 
justice.

The Vatican opened the 
canonization process for Dorothy 
Day, naming her a “Servant of 
God,” in 2000.

The road to canonization is a 
lengthy one, normally requiring 
many years and several 
stages, including examination 
by a diocesan tribunal and 
a Vatican congregation, as 
well as the approval of two 
miracles attributed to the saint’s 
intercession. Ultimately, the pope 
has the fi nal say in canonizing 
saints.  

Dorothy Day a step closer to sainthood
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by Kevin Johnson
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

MINNEOTA – For a few special 
people, the Easter Vigil is more 
than an opportunity to renew one’s 
baptismal promises and recommit 
oneself to continuing conversion. 
It marks a whole new way of life.

At that most important liturgy 
of the year, participants in 
the Church’s Rite of Catholic 
Initiation of Adults (RCIA) enter 
into full communion with the 
Church. They receive at least one 
and up to all three of the Church’s 
sacraments of initiation: Baptism, 
Confi rmation, and fi rst Holy 
Communion.

It’s the culmination of seven 
months of prayer, study, and 
refl ection – a time where they’ve 
been discerning whether God is 
leading them to become Catholic.

More than 40 persons went 
through RCIA this year in the 
Diocese of New Ulm. Five entered 
the Church at St. Edward’s in 
Minneota near Marshall – an 
unusually high number for the 
small-town parish. And for at 
least three of them, the reasons for 
becoming Catholic had something 
to do with marriage.

Powerful Mass experience
Jerry Anderson and his wife 
Heather grew up in Minneota. “We 
were high school sweethearts,” 
he said. Heather attended 
St. Edward’s School. Jerry 
was baptized in a Protestant 
denomination.

After marrying, they lived and 
worked in Granite Falls. Several 
years ago Heather was hired to 
teach English in Minneota. She 
drove from Granite Falls during 
the week. The couple moved back 
to Minneota after Jerry took a 
nearby job. 

“We began attending church more 
regularly,” Jerry said. Heather 
added, “I’ve never pressured 
Jerry.” He attended Mass with 
Heather and their two children, 
never seriously considering 
becoming Catholic. 

That changed when Jerry 
experienced something powerful 
during a Mass. “All of a sudden it 
just hit me. It was a weird feeling 
I’ve never had before,” he said. At 
fi rst he dismissed it. 

It happened again the following 
Sunday and the next week as well. 

“That’s when it clicked. I just 
knew it was time. I told Heather I 
wanted to become Catholic,” said 
Jerry. “‘Why?’ she asked. It was 
just a feeling and I didn’t know 
how to describe it. It was just so 
peaceful and calm.” 

 “It was pretty cool. He said he 
just needed to,” said Heather. “I 
called [Deacon] Jason right away. 
I told him, ‘He’s ready, I think.’”

Speaking on the day of the Easter 
Vigil, Heather commented on her 
children’s response to their father 
becoming Catholic. “They’re 
pretty excited,” she said.

AFC-wide RCIA
Deacon Jason Myhre is director of 
Religious Education for the Good 
Teacher Area Faith Community. 
Besides St. Edwards, the AFC 
includes St. Peter in Canby, St. 
Leo in St. Leo, and St. Eloi in 
Ghent. Along with Fr. Craig 
Timmerman, who is pastor of 
the four parishes, Deacon Myhre 
guides the RCIA program in the 
AFC.

Both credited Fr. Jeremy Kucera, 
who until two years ago had 
served as pastor at St. Edward and 
St. Eloi, for the increased interest 
in the Catholic faith. “I’m just 
stepping in where Fr. Kucera left 
off,” Fr. Timmerman said.

Separating for love
Melinda Drietz and Steffan 
Stiklestad had been living together 
for some time. Like many people 
their age, they hadn’t married.
Melinda’s family moved to St. Leo 
from Sioux Falls when she was 
in the eighth grade. Her parents 
are Catholic. “My dad’s work 
took him on the road a lot. It was 
kind of hard to get grounded and 
involved with Church,” she said.

Last fall, Melinda told Steffan she 
had been thinking about becoming 
Catholic. Steffan thought of 
contacting Deacon Myhre, who 
had been his teacher and coach. 
“Steffan really initiated the 
discussion,” Deacon Myhre said. 
Steffan told him, “You know 
we’ve been living together. We’re 
probably going to need to address 
that.” The deacon agreed, but 
suggested Melinda fi rst needed 
to build up her relationship with 
Christ. 

“RCIA doesn’t begin with pressure 
to become Catholic,” Deacon 
Myhre commented later. “We want 
people fi rst to grow in their love 
for Christ. Pope Francis urges us 

‘to present the Gospel of Jesus’ 
love for people.’ That allows a 
person to be more open to the 
doctrinal teachings of the Church.”

“As they progressed through 
the (RCIA) program” he said, 
“we recognized the growth in 
Melinda’s and Steffan’s love for 
Christ.” When the question of their 
living situation arose, they told 
him, “We’ve been talking about 
this and this is what we’re going to 
do: We want to be together in the 
Church, so we’re going to separate 
and live the way the Church has 
taught.” 

“They have been inspiring a lot 
of people with the decision they 
made,” Deacon Myhre said. “Both 
my wife and I, and Fr. Craig were 
so amazed they were willing to 
live out their moral life that way.”

Steffan confi ded, “Living apart has 
been pretty hard.” He said they’ve 
used the time to “really refl ect on 
why we love each other.” Melinda 
is living with her parents about 30 
miles from Minneota. She said her 
parents are happy for her and the 
decision she made.

Teachings about marriage
It is not unusual for people to 
consider becoming Catholic 
because of relationships with a 
spouse or signifi cant other person. 

While the Church’s teaching on 
marriage and human sexuality 
might be seen as a hindrance to 
these relationships, it actually 
brings couples together in 
authentic love.

St. John Paul II’s theology of the 

body offers a powerful modern 
expression of this teaching. 
According to Sr. Candace Fier, 
director of the Offi ce of Family 
Life for the Diocese of New Ulm, 
it focuses on the notion of gift – 
God’s gift of love to us as human 
beings and our gift of love to him 
in return.

“In and through the teachings 
of the Church on marriage and 
family, God guides the human 
person to fully realize his or 
her innate dignity in order to be 
able to love as Christ loves,” she 
explained. “For just as Christ gave 
himself as a total gift to the Father 
for our salvation, so too each of 
us is called to make a total gift of 
self in return through sincere love 
of another that is total, faithful, 
fruitful and exclusive.”

Other paths to conversion
Kim Myhre, Ashley Kesteloot, 
and Dan Maschka were the others 
who entered full communion at the 
Easter Vigil at St. Edward’s.

Kim, a distant relative of Deacon 
Myhre by marriage, was raised 
Lutheran. He said she had come to 
realize that the Catholic Church’s 
teachings were teachings that 

Christ established and that she felt 
called to follow. 

Ashley’s relationship with Joyce 
Kesteloot, her husband Nathan’s 
mother, positively infl uenced 
her. Joyce served as her sponsor. 
“Joyce was very excited about 
Ashley’s decision,” Deacon Myhre 
said.

A single young man, Dan teaches 
math and health at St. Edward’s 
Middle School. He attended St. 
Odilia School in Shoreview, 
Minn., and graduated from Totino-
Grace High School in Fridley, 
Minn. Despite his Catholic 
education, he wasn’t confi rmed as 
a youth.

He earned degrees in secondary 
education and chemistry from 
Cornell College in Iowa. Being 
on his own at Cornell gave him 
some space to refl ect on his faith. 
“I decided to return to church 
and began attending Mass again 
at college. I guess I felt ‘called’ 
back,” he said. 

Dan was introduced to Deacon 
Myhre at St. Edward. He asked 
Dan to assist in religious education 
with the junior high students 
while preparing for his own 
Confi rmation. Under Deacon 
Myhre’s guidance, Dan followed 
the Chosen program, which the 
deacon described as “a really great 
program.” He was confi rmed at the 
Easter Vigil.

Moved by the Spirit
Deacon Myhre was thrilled 
with the crop of new Catholics 
professing their faith at St. 
Edward. “You see the Spirit move 
within them and their excitement 
to learn the faith and become 
Catholic,” he said.

“It invigorates me and gives me 
hope to continue to keep doing the 
mission that God wants us to do, 
and that is to spread the Gospel,” 
he added.

Five people entered full communion with the Church during Easter 
Vigil at St. Edward Catholic Church in Minneota. Pictured from left 
are Dan Maschka; Jerry Anderson; Kim Myhre; Melinda Drietz; and 
Ashley Kesteloot.                                                 (Contributed photo)                             

Five enter full communion with Church at Easter Vigil in Minneota

The Diocese of New Ulm has an opening for a full-time Director of 
Hispanic Ministry. Position requires providing leadership and support 
for area and parish programs in Hispanic ministry, including pastoral 
ministry in parishes with signifi cant Hispanic populations but without 
Spanish-speaking leadership. This person will direct the training and 
in-servicing of area and parish leadership in Hispanic pastoral ministry, 
catechesis, worship, and outreach and also coordinate Spanish-
language pastoral formation and catechesis on the diocesan level. Visit 
www.dnu.org/employment-new for a full job description.

Employment opportunity
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Upcoming events
Deacon Wesley Dessonville, OP, 
will be ordained to the priesthood 
for the Order of Preachers 
(Dominicans), Province of St. 
Albert the Great, by Auxiliary 
Bishop Edward M. Rice of St. 
Louis at 10 a.m. on Saturday, May 
14 at St. Pius V Catholic Church, 
3310 South Grand Blvd., in St. 
Louis. Masses of Thanksgiving 
will be celebrated at 5:30 p.m. on 
Saturday, May 21 at St. Michael 
in Madison and at 10:30 a.m. on 
Sunday, May 22 at St. James in 
Dawson. Please note that these 
times have been updated since 
the April issue of “The Prairie 
Catholic.”

Virtual Learning Community 
for Faith Formation (VLCFF) 
Cycle 4 will be May 22 – June 
25, 2016, with registration 
closing May 18. Five-week and 
three-week courses are offered. 

Certifi cates for catechists, youth 
ministers, and social concerns 
committee members are available. 
For course information or to 
register, visit http://vlc.udayton.
edu. Scholarships are available 
for those involved in catechetical 
ministry; contact Bryan Reising at 
507-233-5324 or breising@dnu.
org.

The Good Shepherd SERRA 
club meets the fi rst Thursday 
of every month at Divine 
Providence Community Home in 
Sleepy Eye, starting with Rosary 
and Mass in the chapel at 6:30 
p.m. Come early for Eucharistic 
adoration. On Thursday, June 2, 
we will gather for a brainstorming 
and planning session for the 
future of the Diocese of New 
Ulm SERRA Club. Everyone 
is welcome to attend. Please 
consider joining SERRA. For 

more information, contact Annette 
Rohlik at 507-747-2181.

The second annual Communion 
of Hearts Rosary Retreat will 
be June 3-5 at the Abbey of the 
Hills Inn & Retreat Center in 
Marvin, S.D. The retreat will be 
directed by Fr. Todd Schneider 
from Morris, Minn. For further 
information or to register, visit 
www.AbbeyOfTheHills.com; or 
call 605-398-9200.

Riverbend TEC (Together 
Encountering Christ) will host a 
retreat July 30 to Aug. 1, 2016, in 
New Ulm at the Cathedral of the 
Holy Trinity. TEC is a three-day 
retreat experience that focuses 
on the Paschal Mystery of Jesus 
Christ. For more information, call 
320-523-1271 or 507-829-2412, 
or e-mail riverbendtec@gmail.
com.

Bishop blesses new Divine 
Mercy sign in New Ulm

NEW ULM – Bishop John M. 
LeVoir of the Diocese of New Ulm 
blessed and dedicated a recently 
erected sign displaying the image 
of Divine Mercy on Saturday, 
April 2 in New Ulm.

The new double-sided sign, 
located just below the Catholic 
Pastoral Center and above the Fr. 
Alexander Berghold Memorial 
Park on North Fifth Street, gives a 
sense to passersby that someone is 
watching over them.

At least that is the hope of 
Catholic New Ulm residents Paul 
Hillesheim, Earl LaPlante, and 
Ken Stadick, who spearheaded the 
Divine Mercy sign project with 

the approval of the bishop.

The sign reads “Jesus, I Believe 
in You” and features the Divine 
Mercy image of Jesus as he 
appeared in apparitions to St. 
Mary Faustina Kowalska.

The project was a combined effort 
of 14 societies within the Holy 
Cross Area Faith Community 
(St. Mary, New Ulm; Cathedral 
of the Holy Trinity, New Ulm; 
St. John, Searles; St. George, 
West Newton Township; and St. 
Gregory, Lafayette). Names of 
each organization are recorded on 
plaques that hang from both sides 
of the sign.

(Photo by Chris Clancy)

MARSHALL - Members of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
from Holy Redeemer Parish in Marshall visit Holy Redeemer School 
each year on March 2, Read Across America Day. They read books 
to students in grades K-4. The students enjoy having guest readers 
come to their classrooms. A cash donation to the library for 
purchasing books was also a part of the visit. Participants in this 
year’s visit were (front row) Madonna Cinkle (left), Evonne Seivert, 
and Henrietta VanHyfte. Back row: Lois Novosad (left), Marian 
McLaughlin, Margie Dahl, Jane Larsen, Betty Krogman, Joyce 
Persoon, Pam Pavot, and Louise VanLeeuwe.     (Contributed photo)

Reading day in Marshall

DONALDSON, Ind. – The Poor 
Handmaids of Jesus Christ Sisters 
are organizing a “PHJC Coming 
Home” tour in Minnesota and 
Wisconsin from June 16 to 19 to 
reconnect with people in areas 
where they have ministered.

The Sisters have a rich and 
lengthy history of serving in 
Minnesota and Wisconsin 
beginning in 1884. In the Diocese 
of New Ulm, they operated and 
ministered at St. Alexander Home 
and Loretto Hospital in New 
Ulm from 1884 to 1979. They 
also completed the Way of the 
Cross shrine on the hill above the 
hospital in 1904.

On Saturday, June 18 at 11 a.m., 
the Poor Handmaids will be in 
New Ulm for a prayer service to 
honor the sisters who served in 
Minnesota and who are buried at 
New Ulm Catholic Cemetery. The 

service is open to the public. 

At 2:30 p.m. on June 18, 
a reunion for former Poor 

Poor Handmaids to visit Minnesota

Parish Festival Fun
www.dnu.org/local-events/ 

Check it out!

Or contact:
Offi  ce of Communications
507-233-5332

Handmaid Sisters and alumni of 
Ancilla Domini High School in 
Donaldson, Ind., will take place 
at Our Lady of the Prairie Church 
in Belle Plaine, Minn. A Mass 
will be offered at 4:15 p.m. and 
a reception and program will 
follow. All are invited.

On Sunday, June 19, at 8:30 
a.m. the Sisters will join the 
congregation at the Church of 
St. George in West Newton 
Township for Mass. Brunch and a 
program will follow. There is no 
charge for the brunch.

For more information, visit 
www.poorhandmaids.org/
cominghome or call 574-935-
1768. 

Fr. Alexander Berghold and Sister Flavia of the Poor Handmaids 
of Jesus Christ are credited with initiating the creation of the Way 
of the Cross shrine in New Ulm. The Poor Handmaids pushed 
wheelbarrows up the hill, hauling cobblestones to build the stations, 
rock walls, and pathways that exist today.              (Archived photo)
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WASHINGTON (CNA/
EWTN News) – The United 
States bishops are welcoming 
Pope Francis’s new apostolic 
exhortation, “Amoris Laetitia” 
(“The Joy of Love”), praising 
his call for careful encourage-
ment and support of married life 
and engagement with families 
facing challenges.

The bishops also echo the Holy 
Father’s call for a careful and 
considered reading of the text, 
urging understanding as Catho-
lics seek to apply the pope’s rec-
ommendations to their families 
and to society.

“The pope has given us a love 
letter – a love letter to families,” 

said Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz 
of Louisville and president of 
the U.S. Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops, in a April 8 press 
conference.

The document, the archbishop 
said, challenges the faithful to 
grow in love and trust in God’s 
mercy in the face of diffi culty. 
“Let us remember that no ob-
stacle is too big for Christ to 
overcome.” 

Archbishop Kurtz also echoed 
the pope’s own caution against 
“a rushed reading of the text” 
when turning to it for pastoral 
guidance and understanding. “I 
really encourage each one of us 
to read and refl ect carefully on 

the words of Pope Francis – how 
they can be applied to our lives, 
our families and our society.”

Archbishop Kurtz was one of 
eight American participants 
in the two-year synod process 
that led up to the release. The 
process featured two meetings 
of bishops, or synods, hosted at 
the Vatican in 2014 and 2015, 
which culminated in the release 
of “Amoris Laetitia” April 8.

WASHINGTON (CNA/EWTN 
News) – A new survey says 
most Americans think the 
Obama administration’s fed-
eral contraception mandate is 
unfair to the Little Sisters of the 
Poor and other religious groups 
defending themselves before the 
U.S. Supreme Court.

About 53 percent of Americans 
said the process required by the 
government is “unfair,” while 
only 32 percent did not, accord-
ing to a new Marist Poll com-
missioned by the Knights of 
Columbus. 

The federal government has 
exempted many other organiza-
tions’ employee health care plans 
from a requirement to provide 
contraception and drugs that can 
produce abortions. But it has no 

exemption for the Little Sisters 
of the Poor, who help run houses 
to care for the elderly poor.

“It is not reasonable for the 
government to demand that some 
– and only some – religious 
employers engage in activity 
that is totally unnecessary to the 
government’s stated purpose of 
providing elective and morally 
problematic drugs to employ-
ees,” Carl Anderson, Supreme 
Knight of the Knights of Colum-
bus, said April 18.

The federal government has 
adjusted the rule several times. 
It presently provides what it de-
scribes as an “accommodation” 
that requires the Little Sisters 
of the Poor and other religious 
organizations to sign a form for 
the government that directs their 
insurance providers to offer the 
objectionable coverage through 

their health plan.

The Little Sisters and other 
plaintiffs say that since sending 
the government their objection is 
the action that prompts the cov-
erage through their own health 
plans, they are forced to act as 
“gatekeepers” and “facilitate” 
the objectionable coverage. Fur-
thermore, they argue the govern-
ment is “hijacking” their health 
plan, which is an agreement 
between them and their insurer. 

Failure to comply with the 
mandate would result in steep 
fi nes, which the Little Sisters 
say would be crippling to their 
ministry of caring for the elderly 
and dying poor.

A Supreme Court decision on the 
case is expected by June.
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Bishop John M. LeVoir’s
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