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By Bishop Chad Zielinski 

Thank you for joining me as we continue our lessons on “What Happens at Mass.”

After the "Gloria" is what we now call the "opening prayer." In the past, this prayer was referred to as the "collect." The priest solemnly invites the people, "Let us pray ." Of course, we have been praying from the start, so this invitation means to signal a shift of levels, prayer with a different kind of attention. After a short pause for silence, the priest stretches his hands and says a prayer whose purpose is to "collect" into a few short lines all the strands of what has taken place so far, as well as all the strands of our many individual thoughts. Therefore, this collect effectively places us all together into one succinctly expressed address to God the Father.
	
The prayer is addressed to Him and is always structured according to the same pattern, according to a very ancient usage. It helps to be attentive and listen for this pattern. God is first addressed using one or more of His many titles. Next, we remember before God what God has done, not because He has forgotten, but because remembering is, from biblical times, a fundamental form of prayer. Next, on the basis of what is remembered, we ask for something in the present, for ourselves, and for the whole Church and world. When we remember what God has done in the past, we have the courage and reason to hope for what we ask for in the present. In the final move of this pattern of prayer, all that we ask the Father is asked: "Through your Son our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever ."In the pattern of the opening prayer, we have the shape or pattern of prayer that will mark all the praying of the Mass. All the prayers are addressed to God the Father, through the Son, in the Holy Spirit. This is the shape of our prayer and the pattern of our movement within the divine life of the Trinity. To this prayer, all the people say, "Amen."

I invite you to join me in a special prayer as our farming families anxiously await the Spring planting. Heavenly Father, through the intercession of St. Isadore the Farmer, we ask that you extend a special blessing upon all of our farming families throughout the Diocese of New Ulm. We offer thanks to you, God, for the blessing of your creation, the rich farm land where we live as it has provided in abundance crops that feed the world and provide a livelihood for so many of our families. We humbly beseech your blessing and intercession for harmony of the weather and the soil so the crops can be planted in a timely manner. God of creation, thank you for hearing our prayer and abundantly blessing us.

May the Easter greeting of the Risen Christ fill you with a renewed peace and continue to strengthen us as we grow closer to Him through our understanding and participation in the Holy Mass. I look forward to sharing Lesson #10 with you next week. Let us keep one another in prayer. May God bless you and your families. 

Sincerely in Christ,
Bishop Chad Zielinski




