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Thanks to the generosity of local Catholics, ministry throughout the Diocese of New Ulm continues with a renewed 

focus on our mission, despite the challenges of the past year.  

 

As you likely know, the diocese is undergoing a financial reorganization in order to compensate fairly past victims 

and survivors of childhood sexual abuse by clergy, while being able to sustain the good work of the Church now and 

into the future. 

 

This diocese’s financial reorganization case under Chapter 11 of the Bankruptcy Code was filed in March 2017 in 

federal court in Minneapolis. Since then, we have remained in respectful and open dialogue with attorneys 

representing victims and survivors, as well as current and former diocesan insurance carriers.  

 

The goal of these negotiations is to develop a plan of reorganization to which all parties can agree, so we can bring 

healing to victims and survivors, as well as to all Catholics throughout the diocese. I continue to pray for a fair and 

prompt resolution of the claims made against the diocese and the hope, healing, and peace that resolution will bring, 

and I ask you to also keep this intention in your prayers. 

 

Financial transparency 

In keeping with the diocese’s longstanding tradition of publishing a summary of the diocesan financial statements in 

The Prairie Catholic and as part of our commitment to transparency, we are again sharing a snapshot of diocesan 

finances with you. 

 

On the following page, you will see a summary of the financial statements for the fiscal year that ended on June 30, 

2017. All financial information in this summary pertains to the Diocese of New Ulm. The summary does not include 

information for parishes, Catholic schools or other Catholic entities within the geographic area served by the diocese 

because those are all separately incorporated from the diocese. Dollar amounts are rounded to the nearest dollar. 

This year’s financials were not audited by a certified public accountant because we are involved in the 

reorganization process this year. Finally, as has been the case in the past, donations to the Diocesan Ministries 

Appeal (DMA) are restricted solely for the ministries designated in DMA print materials and at 

https://www.dnu.org/dma/. 

 

Year over year, from FY16 to FY17, our total net assets declined just over $36,000. The diocese managed to reduce 

the total operational expenses in FY17 compared to FY16 by more than $250,000, not including special issues 

expenses related to sexual abuse claims and the reorganization filing. Our efforts to reduce our operational expenses 



were dramatic and in some cases quite painful as they were made through staff layoffs and employee hour and 

benefit reductions. Another cost-saving measure affected the printing of The Prairie Catholic. Previously, ten issues 

of the newspaper were published during the year. Now there are seven issues printed and distributed annually. 

 

Special issues expenses increased from $987,618 in FY16 to $1,033,744 in FY17. Special issues expenses are 

outside professional fees such as legal and financial counsel that the diocese has paid during our work to resolve 

fairly sexual abuse claims dating back to the founding of the diocese. We continue to negotiate in order to reach a 

prompt resolution to keep the fees paid as low as possible and thus retain as much as possible of the diocesan and 

insurance assets to arrive at a fair resolution for those abused as minors by clergy. 

 

Targeting reduced resources to diocesan priorities 

Among our operating expenses, allocation of our reduced resources is aligned with our priorities as a diocese. Those 

diocesan priorities are the New Evangelization, pastoral planning, unity among clergy and, of course, fair resolution 

of the reorganization process. 

 

The diocese continued to dedicate a significant amount of resources, $687,541, to evangelization and catechesis in 

FY17. The work of the New Evangelization is focused on efforts to reach out to Catholics who are no longer 

practicing their faith or who are on the sidelines, welcoming them back to the faith with open arms. A key part of the 

New Evangelization is offering adult faith formation and other catechetical opportunities. While most evangelization 

and catechesis ministries are carried out at the parish level, support in the form of expert assistance, materials 

development and long-range planning is carried out at the diocesan level in order to be as efficient as possible. 

Here are just two examples of how we are growing and strengthening the New Evangelization in our part of 

Minnesota. First, the diocese’s Bishop Lucker Lecture this year featured Dr. Mary Healy who spoke on the role of 

healing in evangelization. In response to this presentation, we will be hosting our first diocesan prayer service for 

healing on June 22 at the Church of the Sacred Heart in Murdock. This will be open to people of all faiths and 

include prayer for physical, emotional, and spiritual healing. Parishioners of the St. Isidore the Farmer Area Faith 

Community will be going door to door in the area to invite people to attend as a way to bring healing and 

evangelization to their area. We hope to offer these prayer services for healing in other parts of the diocese as well.  

 

Second, we will be hosting St. Paul Street Evangelization for our Discipleship Day this fall. St. Paul Street 

Evangelization is a non-profit Catholic organization that is dedicated to preaching the Gospel by taking our Catholic 

faith to the streets and other public places through joyful witness. This will be an opportunity for training in 

evangelization for parish leaders and other local Catholics who wish to attend.  

 

We have also intensified our vocations outreach work over the past several years and this is bearing fruit. In 2017 

there was a significant increase in resources dedicated to helping young men and women discern their calling in life 

and forming young men for the priesthood. In fact, the investment in the Office of Vocations increased from 

$195,636 in FY16 to $362,585 in FY17. The primary reason for this increase is because three men in formation for 

the Diocese of New Ulm advanced from college seminary to major seminary. Due to the intensive study at the major 

seminary level as men move closer to the priesthood, it costs the diocese $25,000 more per year for each seminarian 

at Saint Paul Seminary than it did when they were in college seminary. Another three men will advance from college 

seminary to Saint Paul Seminary next year, so resources dedicated to vocations will continue to increase. If all six of 

those men persevere, the diocese will ordain six men to the priesthood in the next four years. That will be a great 

blessing for local Catholics! 

 

Your generosity makes a 

big difference 



Of course, none of the work of the diocese would be possible without your continued generosity to the Diocesan 

Ministries Appeal, contributions to your local parishes and donations to the diocese. Thank you for your thoughtful 

stewardship. With your ongoing support, we will continue to live out our mission: We the clergy and laity of the 

Diocese of New Ulm are called to be the loving face of Jesus Christ in our fifteen counties of south and west central 

Minnesota and beyond. 

 


