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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 

 
This year, Catholic Schools Week will be celebrated in the diocese from January 28 through February 3. Sponsored 

by the National Catholic Education Association (NCEA), Catholic Schools Week is an annual celebration of 

Catholic education in the United States. Schools typically observe the week with Masses, open houses, and other 

activities for students, families, parishioners, and community members. Through these events, Catholic schools 

focus on the value that Catholic education provides to young people and its contributions to the Church, local 

communities, and nation (see the NCEA website).   

 

The Church teaches that parents are the primary educators of their children in the ways of faith. This is a great 

responsibility that they have. Consequently, many times parents seek help from the Church in the faith formation of 

their children. That is where the Catholic school enters the picture.   

 

The purpose of the Catholic school is to assist parents in the formation of their children in the Catholic faith. This 

does not mean that the Catholic school assumes from the parents their responsibility of the faith formation of their 

children. Too often, parents think that the Catholic school has the total responsibility of the faith formation of their 

children. Again, this is not the case. Instead, there should be an alliance between families and the Catholic school for 

an effective handing on of the faith to their children.   

 

Pope Francis, who is a strong promoter of Catholic education, speaks of this alliance. He notes that changes over the 

years in both the family and the schools make this alliance challenging. Nevertheless, he says: “We must take note 

of the changes that have affected both the family and the school, and renew the commitment to constructive 

collaboration – or rather, rebuild the alliance and the educational pact –for the benefit of children and young people” 

(January 5, 2018). A healthy alliance between the parents and the school is critical to the faith formation of children 

who attend Catholic schools. 

 

Pope Francis goes on to specify what the alliance between families and Catholic schools should involve: “Putting 

ourselves in the shoes of each other, understanding the objective difficulties that each encounters in education today, 

and thus creating greater solidarity: complicity in solidarity” (January 5, 2018). I encourage families and Catholic 

schools in the Diocese of New Ulm to continue the good work that they do in building this alliance for the true good 

of the children. 

 

Lent 

This year, Ash Wednesday and the beginning of the season of Lent fall on February 14. Lent is a time to prepare 

ourselves for the celebration of Our Lord’s Resurrection which this year occurs on April 1 (Easter Sunday). Lent is a 

long period of time. Nevertheless, it goes by very quickly. So, now is the time to prepare for this great season of 

conversion and renewal. 

 



In his Lenten Message of 2017, Pope Francis invited us to ponder more deeply the scriptures during Lent in order to 

experience a conversion of heart toward Our Lord. He wrote: “Lent is a new beginning, a path leading to the certain 

goal of Easter, Christ’s victory over death. This season urgently calls us to conversion. Christians are asked to return 

to God “with all their hearts” (Joel 2:12), to refuse to settle for mediocrity, and to grow in friendship with the Lord. 

Lent is a favorable season for deepening our spiritual life through the means of sanctification offered us by the 

Church: fasting, prayer, and almsgiving. At the basis of everything is the Word of God, which during this season we 

are invited to hear and ponder more deeply.”   

 

Prepare now to follow the advice of Pope Francis by planning what section of the Bible you will meditate upon 

during Lent. I would suggest one of the Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John. Before your meditation on the 

Gospel each day during Lent, pray for the grace to return to God with all your heart (Joel 2:12), to refuse to settle for 

mediocrity, and to grow in friendship with the Lord.   

 


