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This year, Catholic Schools Week is celebrated from Jan. 29 through Feb. 4. This is an important week for all Catholic 

schools and in particular for the Catholic schools in the Diocese of New Ulm. 

 

The week highlights the importance of Catholic schools in assisting parents to hand on the Catholic faith to their children. 

Each of our Catholic grade schools and high schools will sponsor special events during the week. 

 

The theme for National Catholic Schools Week 2017 is “Catholic Schools: Communities of Faith, Knowledge and 

Service.” Each one of the terms in this theme is important. 

 

Catholic schools are communities composed of families, students, teachers, staff, and administrators. Communities are 

integral to the handing on the Catholic faith and to the formation of a Catholic culture. Our Catholic faith is taught and 

learned with the help of the Catholic community, and it is also lived within the community at large. 

 

Our schools are communities of faith. Catholic schools were founded in our country for the purpose of handing on the 

Catholic faith to our children. Catholic schools have a long history in this country. In 1809, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

founded of the Sisters of Charity in Emmitsburg, Md. The Sisters of Charity were the first sisters to teach in Catholic 

schools and they focused on education, children, and the poor.  

 

Knowledge is imparted in Catholic schools. The basics are taught. Students educated in Catholic schools usually do very 

well after graduation in the work place, although I must admit that they could do better in the practice of their faith. We 

need to do a better job of helping our children and their families to practice the faith that they have learned in the Catholic 

school. 

 

Essential to Catholic education is service. Just as Jesus came to serve and not to be served, so Catholics are called to be 

people of service. Recently, Pope Francis reminded us that this takes the form of the spiritual and corporal works of 

mercy. During the Year of Mercy, Catholic schools found many ways to practice the works of mercy. 

 

I will be celebrating Catholic Schools Week Masses at a number of our Catholic schools. For me, this is most enjoyable. I 

hope to see many from the community at Mass to celebrate our “Catholic Schools: Communities of Faith, Knowledge and 

Service.”  

Seminarians 

The week after Christmas, the seminarians from the Diocese of New Ulm gathered for several days of prayer, fellowship, 

and relaxation. The diocese has nine seminarians at present, three at The St. Paul Seminary and six at St. John Vianney 

Seminary. 

 

I was able to meet individually with our seminarians. They are all very fine young men who have a love for Our Lord. 

Please continue to pray for our seminarians and to encourage them. Pray that many more young men will answer God’s 

call to the priesthood. 

 



Prayers 

As has been made public, the Diocese of New Ulm and some parishes within the diocese are facing a total of 101 lawsuits 

resulting from claims filed under the Minnesota Child Victims Act. As we work toward the fair resolution of these claims 

and toward healing, hope, and peace for victims and survivors of sexual abuse, please keep this work in your prayers. 

 

Also, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops is working to address international religious freedom with a 

special emphasis on the persecution of Christians and other religious minorities, particularly in Syria and Iraq. Those 

persecuted need our prayers and assistance more now than ever. 

 

 


