
The Prairie Catholic          l         Page 1          l       January/February 2018                       

Minnesota’s Most Rural Diocese   Diocese of New Ulm  Vol. 32   No. 4  January/February 2018

Scripture scholar to present Bishop Lucker Lecture March 20
Presentation to address the role of healing in evangelization

Page 3
Capitol 101 event
aims to education

Catholics

Page 4
Diocesan priests to
celebrate jubilees 

Page 6-7
Catholic Schools Week

special report

Visit us online!
www.dnu.org

inside

Dr. Mary Healy
Professor of Sacred Scripture

NEW ULM – Does God still 
heal people today? What is the 
connection between healing and 
evangelization? What does the 
Catholic Church teach about 
healing and why are Catholics 
reluctant to pray for physical 
healing?

These are some of the questions 
Dr. Mary Healy will address as 
presenter of this year’s Bishop 
Lucker Lecture. The Diocese of 
New Ulm’s annual event will 
begin at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, 
March 20, at the Church of St. 
Catherine in Redwood Falls. A 
reception will follow the event.

Dr. Healy is professor of 
Sacred Scripture at Sacred 
Heart Major Seminary in 
Detroit and an international 

speaker on topics related to 
Scripture, evangelization, 
healing, and spiritual life. In 
2014, Pope Francis appointed 
Healy as one of the first three 
women ever to serve on the 
Pontifical Biblical Commission. 
She also chairs the Doctrinal 
Commission of International 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal 
Services in Rome and serves the 
Pontifical Council for Promoting 
Christian Unity as a member 
of the Pentecostal-Catholic 
International Dialogue. 

Dr. Healy is a general editor of 
the Catholic Commentary on 
Sacred Scripture and author of 
two of its volumes, The Gospel 
of Mark and Hebrews. Her other 
books include Men and Women 
Are from Eden: A Study Guide 

to John Paul II’s Theology of 
the Body and Healing: Bringing 
the Gift of God’s Mercy to the 
World.

In anticipation of her 
presentation, Dr. Healy agreed to 
do an interview for The Prairie 
Catholic with Deacon Mike 
McKeown, director of the Office 
of Healing Ministry for the 
Diocese of New Ulm. 

What caused you to become 
interested in the charism of 
healing?

It was really a prompting of 
the Holy Spirit. I had attended 
a Protestant healing service 
and witnessed people being 
supernaturally healed. It was 
through this experience that I 
became convinced God wants to 
use healing as part of the New 
Evangelization. This led me to 
study Scripture and the teaching 
of the Church on healing and its 

role in evangelization. People 
often do not realize how deeply 
the charisms of the Holy Spirit 
are rooted in Scripture and 
tradition. I also went on a mission 
trip where I witnessed many 
signs and wonders with people 
being physically healed. These 
experiences led me to see healing 
as integral to the mission of the 
Church. 

What do you see as the 
connection between healing and 
evangelization? 

The Church is in crisis – 
something is missing in our 
approach. In many parts of the 
world, the numbers of practicing 
Catholics are in decline. Despite 

by Maria Wiering
The Catholic Spirit

“Who do you say that I am?”

It’s the question Jesus put to his 
disciples, and it’s the question 
people should put to the Lord 
when it comes to questions of 
sexuality and gender identity, said 
Fr. Paul Check Dec. 11, 2017.

A priest of the Diocese of 
Bridgeport, Conn., Fr. Check was 
the final speaker in the daylong 
symposium “Man, Woman and the 
Order of Creation.”

“The Church offers a consistent 
and coherent view of sexuality,” 
said Fr. Check, former executive 
director of Courage International, 
a Church apostolate that ministers 
to people with same-sex 
attractions, and their family and 
friends. “Everyone is made for 

truth. … The first rule of pastoral 
care and of the medical profession 
is we don’t want to do any harm. 
Thus, we have to know the good 
that is within us, and for which we 
are made.”

Fr. Check said that for Catholics, 
there are no “elevator speeches” 
for helping people understand 
sex and gender from the Church’s 
perspective.

“For the Church, these questions 
are always first personal –
individual men and women, 
individual children of God who 
deserve our attention in that way,” 
he said. “The Church is mother, 
and therefore, these questions 
are personal for her because they 
involve God’s children. As a 
result, there’s a greater challenge 
for you, for us, because of the 

(Continued on page 8)

Symposium explores gender identity, ‘question of our era’

Ryan Anderson, a senior research fellow at The Heritage 
Foundation in Washington, D.C., speaks at the evening session 
of “Man, Woman and the Order of Creation” Dec. 11, 2017, at the 
University of St. Thomas. The event was sponsored by the St. Paul 
Seminary School of Divinity, the Minnesota Catholic Conference, 
the Archbishop Harry J. Flynn Catechetical Institute and the Siena 
Symposium.                ( photo by Dave Hrbacek/The Catholic Spirit)

(Continued on page 3)

Mary Waibel of Courtland, left, and Linda Poirior of Dassel were 
featured quilters at the Sewing for Sight fundraiser held Jan. 
13 at St. George parish in West Newton Township. The event 
provides a day-long retreat for 60 quilters in addition to being 
an opportunity to financially support the efforts of doctors 
from the New Ulm diocese who travel to San Lucas Toliman, 
Guatemala to provide eye care.               (Read more on page 11.)
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Catholic Schools Week
by Bishop John M. LeVoir

This year, Catholic Schools 
Week will be celebrated in the 
diocese from January 28 through 
February 3. Sponsored by the 
National Catholic Education 
Association (NCEA), Catholic 
Schools Week is an annual 
celebration of Catholic education 
in the United States. Schools 
typically observe the week with 
Masses, open houses, and other 
activities for students, families, 
parishioners, and community 
members. Through these events, 
Catholic schools focus on the 
value that Catholic education 
provides to young people and its 
contributions to the Church, local 
communities, and nation (see the 
NCEA website).  

The Church teaches that parents 
are the primary educators of their 
children in the ways of faith. 
This is a great responsibility that 
they have. Consequently, many 
times parents seek help from the 
Church in the faith formation 
of their children. That is where 
the Catholic school enters the 
picture.  

The purpose of the Catholic 
school is to assist parents in 
the formation of their children 
in the Catholic faith. This does 
not mean that the Catholic 
school assumes from the parents 
their responsibility of the faith 
formation of their children. 
Too often, parents think that 

the Catholic school has the 
total responsibility of the faith 
formation of their children. 
Again, this is not the case. 
Instead, there should be an 
alliance between families and the 
Catholic school for an effective 
handing on of the faith to their 
children.  

Pope Francis, who is a strong 
promoter of Catholic education, 
speaks of this alliance. He notes 
that changes over the years in 
both the family and the schools 
make this alliance challenging. 
Nevertheless, he says: “We must 
take note of the changes that 
have affected both the family 
and the school, and renew the 
commitment to constructive 
collaboration – or rather, rebuild 
the alliance and the educational 
pact –for the benefit of children 
and young people” (January 5, 
2018). A healthy alliance between 
the parents and the school is 
critical to the faith formation of 
children who attend Catholic 
schools.

Pope Francis goes on to specify 
what the alliance between 
families and Catholic schools 
should involve: “Putting 
ourselves in the shoes of each 
other, understanding the objective 
difficulties that each encounters 
in education today, and thus 
creating greater solidarity: 
complicity in solidarity” (January 
5, 2018). I encourage families 
and Catholic schools in the 
Diocese of New Ulm to continue 
the good work that they do in 
building this alliance for the true 
good of the children.

Lent
This year, Ash Wednesday and 
the beginning of the season of 
Lent fall on February 14. Lent 
is a time to prepare ourselves The Prairie Catholic, the official 
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NEW ULM – Seminarians of the Diocese of New Ulm gathered with Bishop LeVoir (back, far right), 
and Vocations Director Fr. Matthew Wiering (back, far left), for Mass and fellowship on Dec. 27 at 
the Pastoral Center in New Ulm. The bishop also met with each seminarian individually. The diocese 
has nine seminarians at present, three at The St. Paul Seminary and six at St. John Vianney Seminary. 
Pictured front (l-r): Nathan Hansen from St. John Darwin, Tanner Thooft from St. Edward, 
Minneota, John Hayes from St. Gregory the Great, Lafayette, James Herzog from Cathedral of 
the Holy Trinity, New Ulm, Shawn Polman from St. Mary, Cottonwood. Back: Joshua Bot of St. 
Edward, Minneota, Evan Huebl of St. John the Evangelist Campus of St. Wenceslaus, New Prague, 
Samuel Rosemeier of St. Bridget, DeGraff, and Troy Timmerman of Holy Redeemer, Marshall.  
                                                                                                               (Photo by Christine Clancy)

Seminarians gather with the bishop

Online Registration: www.magitravelinc.com
952-949-0065

Bishop LeVoir’s February 
calendar can be found at www.dnu.
org/calendar/.

for the celebration of Our 
Lord’s Resurrection which this 
year occurs on April 1 (Easter 
Sunday). Lent is a long period 
of time. Nevertheless, it goes by 
very quickly. So, now is the time 
to prepare for this great season of 
conversion and renewal.

In his Lenten Message of 2017, 
Pope Francis invited us to ponder 
more deeply the scriptures during 
Lent in order to experience a 
conversion of heart toward Our 
Lord. He wrote: “Lent is a new 
beginning, a path leading to the 
certain goal of Easter, Christ’s 
victory over death. This season 

urgently calls us to conversion. 
Christians are asked to return 
to God “with all their hearts” 
(Joel 2:12), to refuse to settle 
for mediocrity, and to grow in 
friendship with the Lord. Lent is 
a favorable season for deepening 
our spiritual life through the 
means of sanctification offered 
us by the Church: fasting, prayer, 
and almsgiving. At the basis of 
everything is the Word of God, 
which during this season we are 
invited to hear and ponder more 
deeply.”  

Prepare now to follow the advice 
of Pope Francis by planning 

what section of the Bible you 
will meditate upon during Lent. 
I would suggest one of the 
Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
or John. Before your meditation 
on the Gospel each day during 
Lent, pray for the grace to 
return to God with all your heart 
(Joel 2:12), to refuse to settle 
for mediocrity, and to grow in 
friendship with the Lord.  

ST. PAUL – During the week 
of January 8, the diocese began 
the mediation process in its 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy cases. 
The parties involved in the 
mediation were the victims and 
survivors of clergy sexual abuse, 
the diocesan insurance carriers, 
and the diocese itself. All parties 
were represented by their legal 
counsel.

Bishop LeVoir said that the 

mediation process began 
positively and all parties are 
hoping for a fair resolution to 
the lawsuits filed against the 
Diocese of New Ulm.

The bishop asks that the faithful 
pray that the will of God will 
be done through this mediation 
process. He also asks that the 
faithful especially pray for 
the healing of the victims and 
survivors. 

Mediation process begins in 
Chapter 11 reorganization
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ST. PAUL – The Minnesota 
Catholic Conference (MCC), 
the public policy voice of the 
Catholic Church in Minnesota, 
will host “Capitol 101,” an 
educational event that is meant 
to empower Catholics across the 
state to take an active role in their 
state’s government.

Catholics will have three dates 
to choose from to attend the 
event which will take place at 
the Minnesota State Capitol: 
Feb. 26, March 16, or April 17, 
from 9:00 a.m. to noon. Each 
opportunity will consist of the 
same information and schedule. 
They are not a continuation of 
one another nor designed to build 
upon one another.

To make the day more 
interactive, registration for 
each event is capped at 100 
participants and closes one week 
prior to each event date. 

Participants will learn the 
details of what goes on at the 
State Capitol (e.g., how an idea 
becomes law), and hear from 
legislators about how they can 
make a difference. There will also 
be opportunities for prayer on 
behalf of our state legislators.

“As Catholics, each one of us has 

a responsibility 
as disciples to 
participate in 
politics. But 
sometimes 
we stay away 
because 
we don’t 
understand how 
we can make 
a difference,” 
says Rachel Herbeck, Outreach 
and Policy Coordinator for the 
Minnesota Catholic Conference.

 “Attending Capitol 101 will help 
give people the basic know-how 
needed to make their Catholic 
voice heard at the Capitol,” 
Herbeck said.

Catholics make up nearly a 
quarter of Minnesota’s adult 
population, so our lawmakers 
need to hear from them.

“If our Catholic faith is 
fundamental to who we are, 
then it is not something we can 
leave in the pews on Sundays,” 
said Shawn Peterson, associate 
director for Public Policy at the 
Minnesota Catholic Conference. 

“The faith must be brought into 
our daily lives, the workplace, 
and yes, especially, politics. Pope 
Francis calls it one of the highest 

forms of charity,” said Peterson.

Capitol 101 can be the first 
stepping stone for individuals 
to take their faith from the 
pews to their politicians. When 
each person registers, they will 
have the opportunity to set up 
a meeting with their legislator 
following the morning’s 
scheduled events. This will be an 
opportunity for constituents to 
share their stories and to advocate 
for the issues that impact their 
daily lives.

“As Catholics, it is our Christian 
duty to be faithful citizens and 
work toward a society that is just 
and that promotes the common 
good,” said Peterson. “Politics is 
a natural vehicle to bring about 
the good we seek.”

Event details and registration can 
be found at www.mncatholic.org/
capitol-101

Capitol 101 - bridging the gap between 
faith and citizenship

the challenges we are facing in 
our culture, people are longing 
for a genuine encounter with 
Jesus Christ. 

Healing has a unique capacity 
to demonstrate the truth of who 
Jesus is. When people experience 
healing or witness others being 
healed, they encounter Christ 
as a real person whom they 
can interact with. That healing 
encounter often leads to a desire 
to know more about Christ and a 
fuller participation in the life of 
the Church.
 
If God is healing people today, 
why are Catholics reluctant to 
engage in prayer for healing?

Many Catholics have experienced 
abuses or unsound practices 
in healing which can lead to a 
rejection of the charisms of the 
Holy Spirit.

Even among clergy, there can be 
a fear of allowing the Holy Spirit 
to move in unexpected ways and 
a false understanding that the 
sacraments are all we need. I like 
to remind people of section 12 of 
Lumen Gentium which says: 

“It is not only through the 
sacraments and the ministries of 
the Church that the Holy Spirit 
sanctifies and leads the people 
of God and enriches it with 
virtues, but, ‘allotting his gifts to 
everyone according as he wills, 
he distributes special graces 
among the faithful of every rank. 

By these gifts he makes them 
fit and ready to undertake the 
various tasks and offices which 
contribute toward the renewal 
and building up of the
Church . . .’” 

Being open to the Holy Spirit 
is about giving up our desire to 
control – we don’t control God. 

St. Paul reminds us in 1 Thes 
5, “Do not quench the spirit, 
test everything, retain what is 
good.” The Church’s role is not 
to suppress the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, but to discern those gifts 
and to pastor people in their use.  

Is there anything you would 
like to add that would 
encourage people to be open to 
the gift of healing?

You don’t have to have the gift 

of healing to pray for someone. 
God is the healer; he is in control. 
Many powerful things happen in 
the context of sharing the good 
news of Christ when people begin 
to pray for someone to experience 
healing. 

The need for healing and the desire of God to heal
(Continued from page 1)

NEW ULM – Bishop John 
M. LeVoir has selected three 
deserving Catholics of the 
Diocese of New Ulm to 
receive the 2018 Diocesan 
Distinguished Service Award 
(DDSA). The award is given 
to individuals in recognition 
of outstanding service in some 
leadership capacity to the 
diocese.

The 2018 DDSA recipients 
are: Deacon Steve Spilman, a 
member of the Church of St. 
Paul in Nicollet; Barb Dietz, a 
member of the Church of St. 
Mary in New Ulm; and Mary 
Gangelhoff, a member of the 
Church of St. Mary in Sleepy 
Eye.

Bishop LeVoir will present 

the award to each recipient 
following the Bishop Lucker 
Lecture on March 20 at the 
Church of St. Catherine in 
Redwood Falls.

Additional information 
regarding the DDSA recipients 
will appear in the March 2018 
edition of The Prairie Catholic.

Bishop LeVoir announces 2018 
Diocesan Distinguished Service 
Award recipients 

Ecumenical prayer service 
manifests Christian unity 
in challenging times

WILLMAR – Southwestern Minnesota Synod of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) Bishop Jon Anderson 
(left), and Bishop John M. LeVoir greet people following the 
prayer service for Christian Unity held at Calvary Lutheran 
Church in Willmar on Sunday, Jan. 21. This ecumenical prayer 
service brought together church leaders and people from 
various Christian denominations to pray together for Christian 
Unity. The prayer service is held each year in various church 
communities during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, Jan. 
18-25. Offerings taken up during the prayer service will support 
the area Family Promise and Kandiyohi County Food Shelf.    
                                                         (Photo by Christine Clancy)



por Obispo John M. LeVoir 

La Semana de las Escuelas 
Católicas en nuestra Diócesis 
se celebrará del 28 de enero 
al 3 de febrero. La semana de 
las Escuelas Católicas es una 
celebración anual y es patrocinada 
por la Asociación Nacional para la 
Educación Católica en los Estados 
Unidos. Las escuelas suelen 
observar la semana con misas, 
jornadas de puertas abiertas y 
otras actividades para estudiantes, 
familias, feligreses y miembros de 
la comunidad. A través de estos 
eventos, las escuelas católicas 
se centran en el valor que la 
educación católica brinda a los 
jóvenes y sus contribuciones a la 
Iglesia, a las comunidades locales 
y a la nación (ver página web 
NCEA).

La Iglesia enseña que los padres 
de familia son los primeros 
educadores en la manera de vivir 
la fe de sus hijos. Esta es una gran 
responsabilidad que ellos tienen. 
Por consiguiente, muchas veces 
los padres de familia buscan ayuda 
de la Iglesia en la formación de la 
fe para sus hijos. Es ahí donde las 
Escuelas católicas entra en acción.

El propósito de las Escuelas 
Católicas es ayudar a los padres 
de familia en la formación de la 
fe católica de sus hijos. Esto no 
significa que la escuela católica 
vaya a sumir la responsabilidad 
de los padres de familia en la 
formación de la fe de sus hijos. 
Con mucha frecuencia, los 
padres de familia piensan que 
la escuela católica tiene toda la 
responsabilidad en la formación 
de la fe de sus hijos. Nuevamente, 
este no es el caso. Al contrario, 

debe haber una alianza entre las 
familias y la escuela católica para 
una entrega efectiva de la fe a sus 
hijos. 

El Papa Francisco, quien es un 
firme promotor de la educación 
Católica, habla sobre esta alianza. 
El señala que los cambios a través 
de los años tanto en la familia 
como en las escuelas hacen que 
esta alianza sea desafiante. Sin 
embargo, él dice: “Hemos de 
tomar nota de los cambios que 
han afectado a la familia y a la 
escuela y renovar el compromiso 
de colaboración constructiva o 
más bien, reconstruir la alianza y 
el pacto educativo a beneficio de 
los niños y jóvenes” (5 de enero, 
2018). Una alianza saludable entre 
los padres de familia y la escuela 
es fundamental en la formación de 
la fe de los niños que asisten a las 
escuelas católicas.  

El Papa Francisco, continúa 
diciendo que la alianza entre las 
familias y las escuelas Católicas 
debería implicar: “Ponernos en 
el lugar del otro, comprender las 
dificultades objetivas que cada 
uno encuentra en la educación 
actual para así crear una mayor 
solidaridad: complicidad en la 
solidaridad” (5 de enero, 2018). 
Animo a las familias y a las 
escuelas católicas de la Diócesis 
de New Ulm a que continúen 
la obra buena que realizan en la 
construcción de esta alianza por el 
bien de los niños.

La Cuaresma
El 14 de Febrero es el Miércoles 
de Ceniza y el comienzo de la 
temporada de Cuaresma. La 
Cuaresma es el tiempo para 
prepararnos para la celebración 

de la Resurrección de Nuestro 
Señor y este año será el 1 de abril 
(Domingo de Pascua). Así pues, 
ahora es el momento de prepararse 
para esta gran temporada de 
conversión y renovación. 

En su mensaje Cuaresmal del 
2017, el Papa Francisco nos ha 
invitado a reflexionar sobre las 
Escrituras durante la Cuaresma 
para experimentar una conversión 
de corazón hacia Nuestro Señor. 
El escribió: “La Cuaresma es un 
nuevo comienzo, un camino que 
nos lleva a un destino seguro: la 
Pascua de Resurrección, la victoria 
de Cristo sobre la muerte. Y en 
este tiempo recibimos siempre una 
fuerte llamada a la conversión: 
el cristiano está llamado a volver 
a Dios “de todo corazón” (Jl 2, 
12), a no contentarse con una 
vida mediocre, sino a crecer 
en la amistad con el Señor. La 
Cuaresma es un tiempo propicio 
para intensificar la vida del 
Espíritu a través de los medios 
santos que la Iglesia nos ofrece: 
el ayuno, la oración, y la limosna. 
En la base de todo está la Palabra 
de Dios, que en este tiempo se nos 
invita a escuchar y a meditar con 
mayor frecuencia.”

Ahora, prepárese para seguir el 
consejo del Papa Francisco para 
planificar que parte de la Biblia 
usted meditará esta temporada de 
Cuaresma. Me gustaría sugerir 
uno de los evangelios: Mateo, 
Marcos, Lucas o Juan.  Todos los 
días durante la Cuaresma y antes 
de meditar en el Evangelio, oren 
a Dios por la gracia de volver a 
Dios de todo corazón (Jl 2, 12), 
a no contentarse con una vida 
mediocre, sino a crecer en la 
amistad con el Señor.

diocesan church
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No Tengas Miedo - Semana de las Escuelas Católicas

El Proceso de Mediación 
Comienza en la 
Reorganización Financiera
SAN PABLO – La semana del 8 de enero, la diócesis comenzó el 
proceso de mediación. Las partes involucradas en la mediación 
consistieron de las víctimas y sobrevivientes de abuso sexual 
por parte del clero, las empresas aseguradoras de la diócesis, y 
miembros de la diócesis. Todas las partes estaban representadas 
por sus respectivos asesores legales. 

Obispo LeVoir dijo que el proceso de mediación comenzó 
positivamente y todas las partes esperan por una resolución justa 
a las demandas presentadas contra la Diócesis de New Ulm. 
Obispo LeVoir nos pide que oremos para que se haga la voluntad 
de Dios durante este proceso de mediación. Nos pide que oremos 
especialmente por la sanación de las víctimas y sobrevivientes. 
Muchas gracias. 

The Prairie Catholic congratulates priests of the Diocese of New 
Ulm who will be celebrating priestly jubilees in 2018.

NEW ULM – Fr. Bernard Steiner 
has returned to limited ministry 
based on the recommendation 
of the independent Diocesan 
Review Board following a 
completed investigation by police 
that found no substantial credible 
evidence to support the abuse 
allegation made against him. 

Fr. Steiner is allowed to 
concelebrate Mass and administer 
the Anointing of the Sick in the 
presence of other members of the 
clergy.

Fr. Steiner was ordained in 
February 1961 for the Diocese 
of New Ulm. He retired from 
assigned parish ministry in 2005. 

For the following 11 years, he 
celebrated Mass and administered 
the sacraments at area parishes 
and at Our Lady of Good 
Counsel for the School Sisters 
of Notre Dame in Mankato. In 
2016, the Diocese of New Ulm 
removed him from all public 
ministry following notification 
of a civil claim made against 
him stemming from his time 
as pastor at the Church of St. 
Paul in Comfrey in the 1970s. 
His removal from ministry was 
publicized in 2016. No other 
claimants have come forward 
with reports against him.

It is standard procedure for the 
Diocese of New Ulm to remove 

a member of the clergy from 
ministry if an allegation has been 
made against him. The Diocese 
of New Ulm takes all allegations 
against clergy very seriously 
and continues to ask that anyone 
with information about sexual 
misconduct by clergy report it 
to law enforcement. In addition, 
anyone who has suffered sexual 
abuse by clergy is encouraged 
to contact the diocesan Victim 
Assistance Coordinator at 507-
233-5313 for counseling or other 
assistance in healing.

Bishop John M. LeVoir requests 
prayers for both Fr. Steiner and 
the individual who made the 
claim against him.

Statement regarding Fr. Bernard Steiner’s 
return to limited ministry

60 Years
Fr. Germain Rademacher is 

retired from priestly 
ministry and resides 
in New Ulm. He 
was ordained on 
Feb. 23, 1958.

50 Years
Fr. George Schmit serves the 

Heart of Jesus Area 
Faith Community 
(Bird Island, 
Hector, Olivia, 
Renville). He was 
ordained on March 
10, 1968.

50 Years
Fr. Lawrence Hansen is retired 

from priestly 
ministry and resides 
in Wallingford, Pa. 
He was ordained on 
June 1, 1968.

50 Years
Fr. Kenneth Irrgang is retired 

from priestly 
ministry and resides 
in St. Cloud. He 
was ordained on 
June 1, 1968.

45 Years
Fr. David Breu is retired from 

priestly ministry 
and resides in 
Graceville. He was 
ordained on May 
27, 1973

35 Years
Fr. Paul Wolf serves the Church 

of the Holy 
Redeemer in 
Marshall. He was 
ordained on June 
11, 1983.

30 Years
Fr. Mark Mallak serves the 

Holy Family Area 
Faith Community 
(Dawson, Clara 
City, Ganite Falls, 
Montevideo). He 
was ordained on 
June 25, 1988.

25 Years
Fr. Brian Oestreich serves the 

St. Hubert Area 
Faith Community 
(Madison, 
Ortonville, Rosen). 
He was ordained 
on May 29, 1993.

Priestly Milestones
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Robert and Arvella 
(Schlosser) Kellen, 
members of St. James, 
Dawson, were married Feb. 
9, 1953.

65 years

George and Dorothy 
“Dody” (Novotny) Davies, 
members of St. Mary, 
Willmar, were married Aug. 
22, 1953.

65 years

Leonard and Pauline 
(Hamerlinck) Hoffman, 
members of St. Leo, St. 
Leo, were married Sept. 26, 
1953.

65 years

Robert and Mary 
Ann (Connole) Gray, 
members of St. Anastasia, 
Hutchinson, were married 
June 25, 1953.

65 years

LeRoy and Gertrude 
(Hanslick) Rathmann, 
members of St. Mary, New 
Ulm, were married Nov. 18, 
1953.

65 years

Glenn and Virginia 
(Pullen) Surprenant, 
members of St. Mary, Tracy, 
were married June 30, 1953.

65 years

Jerome and Dolores 
(Tauer) Kral, members of 
the Cathedral of the Holy 
Trinity, New Ulm, were 
married May 19, 1952.

66 years

Donald and Corinne (Nies) 
Froehling, members of St. 
Anthony, Watkins, were 
married April 26, 1952.

66 years

Harry and Lynette (Rinke) 
Fischer, Jr., members of 
Holy Rosary, Graceville, 
were married July 16, 1952.

66 years

Charlie and Juliette 
(Yokiel) Shamp, members 
of Holy Rosary, North 
Mankato, were married Feb. 
26, 1952.

66 years

Cletus and Dorothy 
(Schlickbernd) Wiesen, 
members of St. Peter, Canby, 
were married Oct. 15, 1952.

66 years

Miloyd “Buddy” and 
Joann (Schemmel) Dolezal, 
members of St. Catherine, 
Redwood Falls, were 
married June 30, 1952.

66 years

Peter and Irene 
(Vercruysse) Labat, 
members of Holy 
Redeemer, Marshall, were 
married Feb. 12, 1947.

 71 years

Lawrence and Caroline 
(Kamrath) King, members 
of St. Mary, Willmar, were 
married Jan. 12, 1944. 

 74 years

Val and Marian (Helget) 
Rathman, members of 
St. Paul, Comfrey, were 
married April 9, 1947. 

 71 years

Art and Donna 
(Dirkswager) Guggemos, 
members of Holy Trinity, 
Winsted, were married June 
26, 1951.

67 years

Robert and Evelyn 
(Cauwels) Hansen, 
members of St. Andrew, 
Granite Falls, were married 
Dec. 29, 1952.

66 years

Myron and Elaine 
(Mages) Frank, members 
of St. Mary, Willmar, were 
married Nov. 29, 1950.

68 years

Lawrence and Regina 
(Kockelman) Fox, members 
of St. Edward, Minneota, 
were married June 30, 1948.

 70 years

Laverne and Alice (Van 
Derostyne) Kack, members 
of St. Peter, Canby, were 
married May 4, 1948.

 70 years

Frank and Maureen 
(Schueller) Backlund, 
members of the Cathedral of 
the Holy Trinity, New Ulm, 
were married Nov. 6, 1948.

70 years

Wedding 
Jubilees         

The Prairie Catholic  
congratulates Catholic 
couples of the Diocese 
of New Ulm who have 
celebrated or will be 
celebrating a significant 
wedding anniversary (65 
years or beyond) this 
year. The years displayed 
represent the number of 
years the couples have 
been married as of 2018.

Jerry and Joan (Gehlen) 
Boyle, members of the 
Cathedral of the Holy 
Trinity, New Ulm, were 
married Feb. 2, 1952.

66 years

Gene and Dorothy 
(Domeier) Caven, members 
of St. John, Morton, were 
married Sept. 22, 1948.

 70 years
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The National Catholic 
Educational Association 
(NCEA) has begun the process 
of disbursing funds to Catholic 
arch/dioceses affected by last 
summer’s natural disasters. One 
after the other, in a span of about 
three weeks, hurricanes Harvey, 
Irma, and Maria wreaked havoc 
with destructive tornadoes, floods 
and winds so strong they bent and 
twisted an iron cross outside a 
Jesuit school in San Juan, Puerto 
Rico.

In response to the devastation 
left behind by the storms, NCEA 
began a national campaign that 
invited Catholic school families 
to donate at least $1 toward the 
Student to Student: A Catholic 
School Response to Hurricane 
Harvey campaign to help Catholic 
school communities hardest hit 
by these events in the United 
States, the Caribbean, and 
U.S. territories. The campaign 
eventually was renamed Student 
to Student: A Catholic School 
Response to Hurricane Relief 
2017 to include those that 
followed Harvey and the wildfires 
in the west.

To date, 826 Catholic schools 
from across the country have 
donated more than $600,000 
to the NCEA campaign. In the 
Diocese of New Ulm, both John 

Ireland School in St. Peter and 
St. Edward School in Minneota 
took part in the campaign and 
combined, raised over $1,200.

Colleen Wenner, principal of 
John Ireland School said it was 
by the initiative of the school’s 
Student Council that the school 
participated in the NCEA 
campaign. They followed the 
suggested plan of collecting at 
least $1 from each student and as 
a result, $586.36 was collected for 
Catholic school communities in 
storm affected areas.

Wenner said that in addition to the 
campaign, students in preschool 
through sixth grade prayed 
daily for those affected by the 
storms as well as for those who 
helped with the storm relief. The 
Student Council also researched 
information about hurricanes 
and the damage that occurred in 
Texas, Florida, and Puerto Rico. 
From what they learned,Wenner 
said the council created posters as 
a way of sharing the information 
with other students.

A Catholic response
NCEA Chief Leadership and 
Program Officer Dr. Barbara 
McGraw Edmondson said, 
“Service is one of the pillars 
of Catholic education and the 
extraordinary generosity shown 
by our schools and students is a 

Student to Student – a 
Catholic response to victims 
of recent storm devastation 

The Student Council at John Ireland Catholic School in St. Peter participated in the National Catholic 
Education Association’s Student to Student campaign challenge to collect $1 from every student in 
the school for storm relief for Catholic school communities hardest hit by last year’s devastating 
hurricanes. Pictured are two of the Student Council members with some of the school’s third grade 
students. Standing, back row (l-r) are: Student Council President Rachel Salfer and Treasurer/Historian 
Brooke Reuter. Middle row: third graders Reagan Reuter, Audrey Born, Noelle Simonette, Sam Barnick, 
and Ella Dirks. Sitting, left: Natalie Salfer and Tiarra Torres.                                        (Photo submitted)     

Celebrating Catholic Schools!
Annual Catholic Schools Week observed in diocese January 28 - February 3

Yes, we did participate.  Funny story, 
some other time.

Anyway, we collected ~$700 through 
school collection efforts and a benefit 
Fajita supper.  However, the supper 
was not spearheaded by the school.  
The participants shared their profits 
with us.  We have no photos to share.

Jaci

ARLINGTON, VA – The 
National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP), 
often referred to as the Nation’s 
Report Card, is the largest 
continuing and nationally 
representative assessment of 
what our nation’s students know 
and can do in subjects such as 
mathematics, reading, science 
and writing. 

The assessment results for grades 
four, eight and twelve show that 
Catholic schools consistently 
outperform public schools in 
science.

“Academic excellence in 

Catholic schools is proven time 
and again through tests such as 
the SAT and AP exams, as well 
as through assessments such as 
NAEP,” said National Catholic 
Educational Association (NCEA) 
President/CEO Dr. Thomas W. 
Burnford. “Catholic schools are 
sacred places of faith formation, 
and where 1.9 million Catholic 
school students receive an 
outstanding education.”  

There are four achievement levels 
for this assessment: below basic; 
basic; proficient and advanced. 
An overall scale score of 0 – 
300 is derived from the testing 
results of all four levels. Catholic 

schools have a scale score of 167 
for the fourth, eighth, and twelfth 
grade levels compared to the 
public school scale scores of 153 
for grades four and eight and 149 
for grade twelve. 

Using only basic, proficient and 
advanced level results for fourth 
grade, 38 percent of Catholic 
school fourth graders are at 
a basic level compared to 39 
percent of public school students; 
50 percent of Catholic school 
students perform at a proficient 
level compared to 36 percent 
of public school students; and 
two percent of Catholic school 
students are advanced compared 

to one percent of public school 
students.

The eighth grade science 
assessment results show 36 
percent of Catholic school 
students performing at basic 
levels and 34 percent of public 
school students. 

Forty six percent of Catholic 
school eighth graders are at a 
proficient level contrasted by 31 
percent of public school students. 
Advanced level results are two 
percent for both Catholic school 
and public school students.

Grade twelve results for Catholic 

school students performing at 
basic achievement levels are 41 
percent and for public school 
students it is 38 percent. At 
the proficient level, Catholic 
school students are at 32 percent 
compared to 19 percent of 
public school seniors. And for 
Catholic schools four percent 
of students are at an advanced 
level compared to two percent of 
public school students.

To view the full report 
visit https://nces.ed.gov/
nationsreportcard/science/.

Catholic schools earn high marks on nation’s report card
Demonstrate academic excellence on 2015 science assessments

by Katie Ballalatak
Prairie Catholic correspondent

BIRD ISLAND – St. Mary’s 
Catholic School in Bird Island is 
once again collecting donations 
for St. Mary’s Purple Bag Project, 
a mission that supports patients at 
Renville County Hospitals who 
are undergoing chemotherapy and 
dialysis treatments.

Considered part of the school’s 
mission of service, this is St. 
Mary’s second year doing the 
Purple Bag Project which kicked 
off the celebration of the annual 
Catholic Schools Week (Jan. 28 
- Feb. 3).

Originally, the Purple Bag Project 
was started by a 5-year-old girl 
named Abby who had a dream 
to make the world a better place. 
She made a goal to deliver 
purple bags (chemotherapy care 
packages) to 1,000 patients, at 
least one in every state.

St. Mary’s joined the mission 
after a former second-grade 
teacher brought the Purple Bag 
Project to the school’s attention. 
St. Mary’s eighth-grade students 
have since taken on the project. 

“We had been looking for an 

opportunity for our students to 
give back locally,” said Stacey 
Leonard, St. Mary’s eighth-grade 
teacher and the coordinator for 
the Purple Bag Project. 

“We’d participate at Feed My 
Starving Children, we’d volunteer 
at Second Harvest Heartland, but 
those were all experiences where 
it was helping people that they 
wouldn’t interact with on a daily 
basis,” Leonard said.

St. Mary’s decided to jump on 
board with the hope of bringing 
the giving experience closer to 
home. 

“Cancer affects so many people,” 
said Leonard. “And I find that 
our students probably don’t know 
anybody homeless or somebody 
that goes hungry . . . but to know 
somebody who has had cancer? 
That’s something they can 
definitely relate to.” 

Once again this year, the school 
partnered with Thirty-One Gifts, 
providing patients with a colorful, 
reusable bag. This partnership 
also allows donors to have the 
option of sponsoring a bag for 
$20 or purchasing a bag for 
personal use for $25, with $5 
going towards the purchase of 

additional bags or supplies. 
In addition to cash donations, the 
project also accepts donations 
of bottled water, small hand 
sanitizers, chap stick, activity 
books, magazines, tea, gas gift 
cards, and lap blankets among 
many other items.

At the initial kick-off of the 
project, the eighth-grade students 
visit classrooms to tell other 
students about the project. They 

also assist Leonard with taking 
donation inventory.

Leonard said the entire school 
pitches in to make “thinking of 
you” cards that are included with 
each bag.

For St. Mary’s eighth-graders, it’s 
all about joyfully giving to people 
in need and setting an example 
for the younger students. 

“It’s really important to help 

people who are struggling,” said 
Caylee Weber, one of the eighth-
graders involved with this year’s 
project.  

Weber’s classmate Colter 
Johnson added that when people 
are going through hard times 
it’s nice to get something from 
people who care.  “It’s kind of 
nice to get a bag of goodies,” said 
Johnson.

Although the students often times 
are not aware who the bags are 
given to, Leonard said that on 
at least four occassions families 
who have received a bag have 
contacted the school to give their 
own donations to help other 
families going through the same 
struggles.

“They are so appreciative,” 
said Leonard. “It’s been really 
touching to get the cards and the 
thank you’s from people who 
have received the bags.”

St. Mary’s Catholic School will 
be accepting item and monetary 
donations for bag fillers until Feb. 
28, 2018. For more information, 
call Stacey Leonard at (320) 365-
3693. 

Purple Bag Project brings students’ giving experience closer to home

The Purple Bag Project, spearheaded by St. Mary’s, Bird Island 
8th grade class, serves as the school’s annual mission of service. 
Pictured back row, (l-r) are eighth graders Juan Medina Palma, 
Colter Johnson, Emma Thompson, Cayden Kubesh, and Jerson 
Kopka. Front row, Caylee Weber, Lidia Plass, Kiley Hillemeier, and 
Sabastian Enriquez.                                             (Photo submitted)
        

NEW ULM – New Ulm Area 
Catholic Schools encourages 
students to explore STREAM 
(Science, Technology, Religion, 
Engineering, Arts, Mathematics) 
interests through various 
opportunities.
 
After four years of preparation, 
students are excited about a 
brand-new opportunity this 
school year - VEX Robotics. 
Robotics is an important 
component of the school’s 
commitment to facilitate effective 
STREAM instruction. It serves 
as a framework for learning 
concepts like engineering and 
computer science while teaching 
life skills including teamwork, 
critical thinking, and project 
management.
 
Students in the robotics program 
build and operate their own VEX 
robots. They compete against 
teams from other schools for the 
opportunity to attend state and 
national competitions.
 
Advisor Erica DeVries, along 
with assistant advisor Janelle 
Kopacek, lead the robotics 
programs at St. Anthony 

Elementary, while Lenise 
Brennan is the advisor for the 
VEX Robotics Club and also 
teaches the robotics class at 
Cathedral High School.
 
In November, two Cathedral 
High School robotics teams 
experienced their first 
competition by participating 
in the Greater Mankato VEX 

Robotics Competition. The teams 
placed eleventh and thirteenth out 
of a field of 45 teams.
 
In January, three teams competed 
at the Windom tournament. The 
seventh grade team finished first 
in the qualifying rounds and 
placed first in the tournament 
overall. This earned them an 
invitation to compete at the state 

competition Feb. 2-3, 2018, in St. 
Cloud.
 
The high school teams placed 
fourth and seventeenth in the 
qualifying rounds with the team 
of Matt Guggisberg, Adam 
Franta, and Owen Pyan placing 
second in the tournament final 
and also receiving an invitation to 
the state competition. In addition, 

Matt Guggisberg received first 
place for his autonomous and 
remote driving skills.
 
Congratulations to the New 
Ulm Area Catholic School VEX 
Robotics teams and coach Lenise 
Brennan for these outstanding 
accomplishments in their first 
year of VEX Robotics.
 

Engineering the future: NUACS students fair well at robotics competition

In January, New Ulm Area Catholic School students competed in 
the VEX Robotics Competition in Windom, Minn. Pictured front, 
(l-r): Noah Mages, Brendon DeVries, Miles Boesch, Adam Franta, 
Matt Guggisberg, and Owen Pyan. Back: Evan Bentler, Ricky 
Koopmann, Cayden Heck, John Gillis, Sam Blomberg, and Mark 
Schommer.                                                       (Photos submitted)

Two New Ulm Cathedral High School robotics teams placed 
eleventh and thirteenth at what was their first ever competition 
during the Greater Mankato VEX Robotics Competition held in 
November. Pictured, (l-r): John Gillis, Leah Schmitt, Nathan Hauser, 
Sam Guldan, and Matt Guggisberg.                
                                                                                 

perfect reflection of that. It is a 
truly Catholic response to be able 
to contribute to the rebuilding of 
Catholic school communities that 
have experienced life-altering 
changes.”

The Archdiocese of Galveston-
Houston was among the first 
dioceses to receive funds raised 
through the national campaign.

On Dec. 19, NCEA President/
CEO, Dr. Tom Burnford 
presented a check to Cardinal 
Daniel N. DiNardo, the 
metropolitan archbishop of 
Galveston-Houston and president 
of the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops.

Dr. Burnford commented, 
“Catholic schools across the 

nation have heard the call to 
action and have responded in 
the spirit of faith, hope and love. 
NCEA is honored to represent all 
of the students and schools who 
have so generously supported 
their fellow Catholic school 
communities.”

For more information visit www.
ncea.org/sts.
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need for kind[ness], patience, 
prayer, charity and personal 
witness.”

Held at the University of 
St. Thomas in St. Paul, the 
symposium explored issues of 
male and female complementarity, 
the theology of the sexes, gender 
identity and transgenderism. 
The event’s presenters included 
a medical doctor, political 
philosopher and social scientist. 
The symposium was sponsored by 
the St. Paul Seminary School of 
Divinity, the Minnesota Catholic 
Conference, the Archbishop Harry 
J. Flynn Catechetical Institute, and 
the Siena Symposium.

Opening the symposium, emcee 
and St. Thomas associate professor 
of business Jeanne Buckeye told 
more than 400 attendees to think 
of themselves as a community 
standing before the sacred mystery 
of what it means to be a man or 
a woman, and sharing a desire to 
listen, learn, understand and care 
for one another.

The symposium’s speakers 
contributed to an overall message 
of affirmation that men and 
women have real biological and 
social differences that complement 
one another in their relationships, 
especially as husbands and wives, 
and fathers and mothers; and that 
there are personal, theological and 
social implications when male 
and female complementarity is 
discounted, or when attempts are 
made to separate the notion of 
gender from a person’s biological 
sex. Also addressed were pastoral 
approaches to people who 
experience gender dysphoria, 
which speakers said should reflect 
people’s inherent dignity; be 
rooted in love, trust, relationship 
and accompaniment; and convey 
truth with respect for the other.

Sexes equal but distinct
The centerpiece of the day was 
a presentation by symposium 

organizer Deborah Savage, an 
instructor at the St. Paul Seminary 
School of Divinity, who observed 
that the meaning of what it is to 
be a man and what it is to be a 
woman is “the question of our 
era.”  Despite St. John Paul II’s 
foundational writings on the 
human person and sexuality, 
she said, no Catholic leader has 
yet presented an adequately 
comprehensive theological 
account of male and female 
complementarity.

Scripture and science show 
that men and women are 
fundamentally equal but also 
distinct, and because of original 
sin their complementarity has 
become distorted, she said, and the 
sexes struggle to understand how 
they should relate to one another. 
In their complementary roles, 
she said, men and women give 
themselves to each other and share 
in the mission of not only making 
families, but also shaping history.

“Womanness is not just how I am 
made; it’s who I am,” she said. 
“I go to heaven as a girl, not this 
androgynous thing.”

In another presentation, Dr. 
Michelle Cretella, president of the 
American College of Pediatricians, 
illustrated how male and female 
differences, evident even in the 
womb,  permeate human biology 
and cannot be simply reduced to 
genital or hormonal differences.

Another presenter, W. Bradford 
Wilcox, shared sociological 
research on the ways men and 
women parent differently. Director 
of the National Marriage Project at 
the University of Virginia, Wilcox 
is the co-author of “Gender and 
Parenthood: Biological and Social 
Scientific Perspectives” (Columbia 
University Press, 2013).

Personal experience
The symposium’s first speaker was 
Walt Heyer, a California-native 
in his mid-70s who shared his 
experience of living with gender 

dysphoria, which began with a 
childhood desire to be a girl. In his 
40s, he upended his marriage and 
career to pursue sex reassignment 
surgery, and he began living as 
Laura Jensen. He achieved what 
he described as both personal and 
professional success while living 
as Laura, and he began pursuing 
a degree in psychology so that he 
could help other people transition.

His studies, however, caused him 
to question the psychological basis 
behind his own transition, and he 
started to see a new therapist. She 
diagnosed him with dissociative 
identity disorder originating in his 
childhood.

When he was 4, Heyer’s 
grandmother, a seamstress, sewed 
him a purple chiffon dress and 
allowed him to wear it at her 
house. Two years later, his parents 
discovered it and forbade it. His 
father began spanking him with a 
wooden plank as punishment, and 
he was also sexually abused by 
an uncle. Heyer realized that the 
cross-dressing and abuse had made 
him not want to be the young boy 
he was.

After having what he described as 
a profound experience of Christ 
that led to a spiritual conversion, 
Heyer returned to living as a 

man. That drives his outreach to 
transgender men and women to 
talk about “sex change regret,” 
which is also the title of his 
website and one of his books. He 
is married and said he no longer 
experiences gender dysphoria, and 
wants to help other people who 
struggle with their gender to find 
peace with it.

Building on Heyer’s personal 
testimony, speaker Ryan 
Anderson, a senior research fellow 
at The Heritage Foundation in 
Washington, D.C., commented on 
how quickly transgender ideology 
has swept across the culture. His 
presentation aimed to put what he 
calls “the transgender moment” 
into a philosophical and social 
perspective.

“Not long ago, most Americans 
… hadn’t really thought much 
about issues of gender identity,” he 
said. “Now, any failure to accept 
or support a transgender identity 
amounts to bigotry.”

He said that transgender activists 
no longer purport that a person can 
have a biological sex that differs 
from his or her perceived gender, 
but that a person’s perceived 
gender determines his or her sex, 
despite biology. Therefore, with 
that reasoning, a person’s genitalia 

and chromosomes have no bearing 
on whether that person is a man or 
a woman.

Activists have been successful 
with this approach, he said, 
because they root their arguments 
not in who someone “is,” rather 
than how someone “identifies.” 
Studies have estimated that the 
U.S. transgender population is 
somewhere between 0.2 and 0.6 
percent.

Anderson is troubled by the 
approach doctors are taking with 
children with gender dysphoria, 
and that the American Pediatric 
Association recommends that 
doctors help such a child live as 
the opposite sex by administering 
puberty blockers, and later 
prescribe cross-sex hormones and 
prepare for a largely irreversible 
sex reassignment surgery when 
he or she is 18. By stopping the 
natural flow of hormones prior to 
puberty – an influx of estrogen 
for girls and testosterone for 
boys – doctors might actually be 
stymieing a biological process that 
would help young people more 
deeply identify as their biological 
sex, he said.

“The best studies … show that 
somewhere between 80 to 95 
percent naturally grow out of 
it,” he said of children with 
gender dysphoria. Transitioning 
treatments also have not been 
shown to reduce the high rates of 
suicide among people who identify 
as transgender, he said.

“There is a community of our 
neighbors who are suffering, and 
they’re not receiving the support 
they need and deserve. There’s 
a role here for the Christian 
community to be truth tellers and 
to be supporting people who are 
struggling with their own bodies,” 
he said.

Editor’s note: Jessica Trygstad, 
Susan Klemond, and Bridget 
Ryder contributed to this story.

Deborah Savage: “Men and women fundamentally equal, but also distinct”
(Continued from page 1)

WASHINGTON – Following 
the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
General Assembly Nov. 13-14, 
2017 in Baltimore, a group of 
ecumenical and interfaith partners 
gathered with bishops of the 
Subcommittee for the Promotion 
and Defense of Marriage to 
discuss gender ideology. As a 
result of this discussion, on Dec. 
15, 2017, faith leaders issued an 
open letter entitled "Created Male 
and Female".

Archbishop Charles J. Chaput 
of Philadelphia, chairman of the 
USCCB Committee on Laity, 
Marriage, Family Life and 
Youth, Bishop James D. Conley 
of Lincoln, chairman of the 
Subcommittee for the Promotion 
and Defense of Marriage, 
Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz 
of Louisville, chairman of the 
Committee for Religious Liberty, 
and Bishop Joseph C. Bambera 
of Scranton, chairman of the 
Committee on Ecumenical and 

Interreligious Affairs signed the 
letter. 

“We hope this letter communicates 
to the public our shared 
understanding of the goodness 
of the creation of humanity as 
male or female and underscores 
our commitment to service of 
this truth with both clarity and 
compassion,” said Bishop Conley. 

The religious leaders stressed the 
importance of acknowledging the 

reality of sexual identity, noting, 
“Children especially are harmed 
when they are told that they can 
‘change’ their sex or, further, given 
hormones that will affect their 
development and possibly render 
them infertile as adults. Parents 
deserve better guidance on these 
important decisions, and we urge 
our medical institutions to honor 
the basic medical principle of 
‘first, do no harm.”’

The leaders close with a 

hope: “We hope for renewed 
appreciation of the beauty of 
sexual difference in our culture 
and for authentic support of those 
who experience conflict with their 
God-given sexual identity.”

The letter is available at: www.
usccb.org/issues-and-action/
marriage-and-family/marriage/
promotion-and-defense-of-
marriage/created-male-and-
female.cfm.

Faith leaders affirm the inherent beauty and dignity of being created male or female

Walt Heyer speaks during the “Many, Woman and the Order 
of Creation” symposium at the University of St. Thomas in St. 
Paul Dec. 11. Heyer transitioned to female and underwent sex 
reassignment surgery in the 1980s, but later transitioned back to a 
man.                               (photo by Dave Hrbacek/The Catholic Spirit)

social concerns
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by Fr. Aaron Johanneck

Editor’s note: Each month 
through this column, Fr. 
Johanneck will continue to 
focus on some aspect of the 
Church’s liturgy to aid readers to 
deepen their understanding and 
appreciation of the liturgy, as 
well as their full, conscious, and 
active participation. For previous 
columns, visit the Diocese of 
New Ulm website, www.dnu.org 
(Worship office). 

Over the course 
of these articles 
up to this point 
we have explored 
the nature of the 
Sacred Liturgy, 
especially of 
the Holy Mass, 
and what it means to participate 
in it. The questions we have been 
attempting to answer are, “What 
is the liturgy?” and “How do we 
enter in?” In this article we will 
discuss a new topic and question 
with respect to the liturgy: “Where 
is the liturgy celebrated?”

This question provides the 
heading of the section in which the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church 
speaks about the church building 
and some of the significant items 
found in churches.  It begins by 
acknowledging that in the New 
Covenant established by Christ 
worship is no longer bound to one 
place, but is carried out “in Spirit 
and in truth” (cf. John 4:24).  In 
the Old Covenant, the Temple 
was the place where God dwelt 
and where worship was offered.  
When Jesus cleanses the Temple, 
he reveals that His Body is the 
true Temple, the place where God 
dwells (cf. John 2:21). We who 
are members of Christ’s Body 
through Baptism can worship God 
anywhere.

However, the Catechism goes 
on to say, “When the exercise of 
religious liberty is not thwarted, 
Christians construct buildings 
for divine worship” (CCC 1180).  
The first Christians did not build 
churches because for about 
the first three hundred years of 
Christianity, Christians faced on 
and off persecutions. To build an 
identifiable building dedicated to 
the worship of the Christian God 
would have clearly marked the 
places where they could be found 
to be arrested, tortured, and killed.  
Once Christianity was accepted 
and legalized in the Roman 
Empire, the construction of church 
buildings and the “conversion” 
of Roman civil basilicas into 

Christian places of worship 
followed shortly thereafter.

What exactly is a church building?  
The church building is more than 
just the place where Christians 
gather.  The Catechism explains: 
“visible churches are not simply 
gathering places but signify and 
make visible the Church living 
in this place, the dwelling of God 
with men reconciled and united in 
Christ” (CCC 1180).  The word 

“church” is used 
to describe both 
the Mystical Body 
of Christ and the 
building in which 
Christians worship 
and pray because a 
church is meant to 
be an icon, image, 
and representation 

of the Church and of all that the 
Church is called to be.

So what is a church? Canon law 
defines a church simply as “a 
sacred building designated for 
divine worship” (CIC 1214).  
The Catechism expands on this, 
describing a church as “a house 
of prayer in which the Eucharist 
is celebrated and reserved, where 
the faithful assemble, and where 
is worshipped the presence 
of the Son of God our Savior, 
offered for us on the sacrificial 
altar for the help and consolation 
of the faithful” (CCC 1181). It 
also instructs that “this house 
ought to be in good taste and a 
worthy place of prayer and sacred 
ceremonial” (1181), and that a 
church “must also be a space 
that invites us to the recollection 
and silent prayer that extend and 
internalize the great prayer of the 
Eucharist” (1185).

A church building is not a multi-
purpose space, or just another 
busy and noisy place among 
many. It is a building that has 
been built and set apart expressly 
for the purpose of sacred things: 
for the celebration of the sacred 
mysteries, for the offering of the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and of 
the Sacred Liturgy, for the worship 
and adoration of the Presence of 
Christ in the Eucharist, and for 
quiet prayer in His Presence. In 
the busyness and craziness of our 
lives, what a gift it is to have such 
a place.

Editor’s note: Fr. Aaron 
Johanneck is director of the Office 
of Worship for the Diocese of New 
Ulm.

More than a meeting space, 
a church is a holy place

Sursum Corda
Reflections on the Sacred Liturgy

L i f t  U p  Yo u r  H e a r t s

by Ronda Mathiowetz
NUDCCW President

OLIVIA – On Saturday, Nov. 
4, 2017, at the Church of St. 
Aloyisius in Olivia, the New 
Ulm Diocesan Council of 
Catholic Women (NUDCCW) 
sponsored a day of enrichment 
that offered fun, inspiration, 
presentations, faith sharing, and 
fellowship.

Over 60 women from throughout 
the diocese gathered for an 
agenda that included all the 
elements of the National 
Council of Catholic Women 
(NCCW) mission statement 
which is to support, empower, 
and educate all Catholic women 
in spirituality, leadership, and 
service. 

The day began with Mass 
celebrated by Msgr. Eugene 
Lozinski, the NUDCCW 
moderator. The morning’s 
presenter was Chris 
Heiderscheidt of Sleepy Eye 

who talked about the similar 
challenges we face in life and 
how we can overcome them. 
Heiderscheidt is past NUDCCW 
president and past NCCW 
Service Commission Chair. 

Following lunch there was 
time for Lectio Divina, (Latin 
for divine reading), a slow and 
contemplative praying of the 
Scriptures. The day concluded 
with a presentation Judy Haag, 
2017 DCCW Woman of the year. 

Haag talked about how DCCW 
has enriched her life over the 
many years that she has been a 
member.

The next opportunity for 
enrichment, faith sharing, and 
fellowship will be at the DCCW 
Region Spring Gatherings. 

Please consider taking time out 
of your busy schedule to grow in 
your Catholic faith. 

DCCW day of enrichment held in Olivia

Region 1
Thursday, March 15 at Holy 

Rosary, North Mankato

Region 2
Tuesday, March 13 

at Japanese Martyrs, 
Leavenworth

Region 3
Tuesday, March 6 at St. 

Edward, Minneota
Region 4

To be announced

Region 5
Saturday, March 17 at St. 

Aloysius, Olivia

Region 6
Monday, March 19
St. John, Darwin 

Upcoming Spring
Region Gatherings 

VATICAN CITY -  The priest 
who coined the phrase “The 
family that prays together stays 
together” is one step closer to 
sainthood. 

On Dec. 18, 2018, Pope Francis 
declared Fr. Patrick Peyton of 
the Congregation of Holy Cross 
a “Venerable,” meaning the 
Holy Father deemed the Marian-
devoted priest lived a life of 
heroic virtue.

After emigrating from Ireland 
to the United States, Patrick 
Peyton became gravely ill as 
a seminarian and the doctors 
had no hope of recovery. So he 
followed his parents’ example 
and turned to Rosary prayer.

“Fr. Peyton was a seminarian, 
studying for the priesthood, 
when he was stricken with 
tuberculosis,” said Fr. Wilfred 
Raymond, President of Holy 
Cross Family Ministries. “He 
prayed his Rosary to the Blessed 
Mother and made a miraculous 
recovery. From that moment, 
he knew he was to be the one 
to carry out her apostolate, 
her ministry to bring families 
together for Rosary prayer, just 
as his family had done.”

Over the years, Fr. Peyton 
advocated for families by 

preaching two powerful and 
memorable messages, “The 
Family That Prays Together 
Stays Together” and “A World at 
Prayer is a World at Peace.”   

Known the world over as “The 
Rosary Priest,” he began Family 
Rosary, in Albany, N.Y. in 
1942, more than 75 years ago 
with the goal of building family 
unity through daily prayer 
of the Rosary. He went on to 
lead millions in prayer at forty 
family Rosary rallies that drew 
28 million people, including 
two million each at events in 
Sao Paulo, Brazil and Manila, 

Philippines. 

Fr. Peyton, a Catholic media 
pioneer, spent the 51 years of his 
priesthood serving the spiritual 
needs of families. 

In 1947, he founded Family 
Theater Productions in 
Hollywood which produced 
900 radio and TV programs that 
featured hundreds of star actors 
and other celebrities and had 
more than 10,000 broadcasts. 

Fr. Peyton died on June 3, 1992 in 
San Pedro, Calif.

Pope puts founder of Rosary crusade 
step closer toward sainthood 

Fr. Patrick Peyton conversed with popes and movie stars, 
including Pope Saint John Paul II, Loretta Young, Lucille Ball and 
Jack Benny, as well as ministered to the faithful around the globe. 
                              (Photo courtesy of Holy Cross Family Ministries)

For details of each gathering, 
visit www.nudccw.org.
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Let’s get this party started - caucusing for human dignity

Faith in the 
Public Arena
by Katherine Cross

It may not be a presidential 
election year, but Minnesotans 
will still vote on governor, the 
state house of representatives, 
and two U.S. senate seats. These 
decisions can potentially shift 
balances of power on both state 
and national levels. 

Yet, many Americans don’t 
seem to think either party is 
making good use of that power. 
According to the Public Religion 
Research Institute’s 2017 
American Values Survey, less 
than one-third of Americans say 
Democratic policies are leading 
the country in the right direction, 

and less than a quarter say the 
same of Republican policies. 

These are not encouraging 
numbers, but instead of decrying 
the state of politics, as Catholics 
we are called to action. You 
can still make a New Year’s 
resolution to participate in the 
public arena, first by getting 
to know your legislators, and 
secondly, attending your local 
precinct caucus.

Fulfilling our duty to 
participate in public life
It is our duty to actively 
participate in public life (CCC 
1915). The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church teaches that 
while “participation is achieved 
first of all by taking charge of 
the areas for which one assumes 
personal responsibility” (CCC 
1914), such as care for the family 
and faithfulness at work, there are 
also important steps we can take 
to influence the public square. 

As Catholics, we need to help 
establish party platforms that 
promote and defend human 
dignity. The Second Vatican 
Council gives us a great starting 
point to form a platform for 
human dignity. The teaching 
document, Gaudium et Spes, 
reminds us, “Whatever is 
opposed to life itself … whatever 
insults human dignity … as well 
as (the treatment of people) as 
mere instruments of gain rather 
than as free and responsible 
persons; all these things and 
others like them are infamies 
indeed.”  (Gaudium et Spes, 27)

Too often, parties and their 
politicians will focus their efforts 
on promoting a singular aspect 
of human dignity, but this narrow 
vision casts a shadow over 
the rest of the human person. 
As Catholics, we must bring 
the Gospel of Life into these 
darkened corners, helping our 
parties and political leaders come 

to a full recognition and defense 
of every individual’s innate 
human dignity.  

No experience required
You don’t need a long resume of 
political experience to make an 
impact. In fact, you’ve already 
got the job. As a constituent and 
disciple, it is your job to let your 
legislators know whether their 
decisions truly represent you. If 
legislators never hear from you, 
they cannot properly do their job.

To be a constituent is no 
small job, and it may leave 
you wondering, “Where do I 
even begin?” Go back to the 
resolution: get to know your 
legislators, and attend your party 
caucus. 

Step one: Find out who 
represents you. Use the MCC’s 
“Find your officials” tool 
(mncatholic.org/actioncenter).

Step two:  Attend your local 
precinct caucus the evening 
of Tuesday, Feb. 6. During 
the caucus you get to vote for 
which candidates the party 
should endorse, and propose 
resolutions that can shape the 
party’s platform, (mncatholic.org/
caucus).

The power of prayer
Before taking steps one and two, 
start where everything begins 
–with God. We must, as faithful 
citizens, begin in prayer. Pray 
that Christ’s light of reason and 
grace enlighten legislators and 
constituents alike so that we may 
come to recognize and defend the 
human dignity of all. 

Editors note: Katherine Cross 
is the Minnesota Catholic 
Conference Communications 
Manager.

by Susan Lemond
The Catholic Spirit

With renewed hope that efforts to 
end abortion are having an effect 
– and sharing the determination 
of U.S. mail carriers – thousands 
of Minnesota pro-lifers observed 
the 45th anniversary of Roe v. 
Wade by participating in the 
March for Life Jan. 22 in St. 
Paul as driving snow made travel 
difficult.

“Braving the snowstorm is 
an amazing testimony to the 
heart and soul of the pro-life 
movement, that you were all able 
to make it today,” Andrea Rau, 
legislative director at Minnesota 
Citizens Concerned for Life, the 
march’s sponsor, told attendees of 
all ages.

During a program at the State 
Capitol following the march from 
the Cathedral of St. Paul, MCCL 
leaders, state legislators and 
others gave the participants who 
filled three levels of the rotunda 
reasons for hope, while updating 
them on pro-life legislation and 
the movement’s status.

Before the march, a slightly 
smaller-than-usual crowd 
attended a prayer service at the 
Cathedral, led by Archbishop 
Bernard A. Hebda, archbishop 
of Saint Paul and Minneapolis. 
Heavier snow in southern 
Minnesota prevented some 
groups from making the trip, 

including many from the Diocese 
of New Ulm.
 
In noting the 45th anniversary, 
several speakers at the Capitol 
drew a parallel between 
the abolitionist and pro-life 
movements.

“I believe that 
in the years to 
come, history 
will remember 
Roe v. Wade 
alongside the 
Dred Scott 
decision of 1857,” said Leo 
LaLonde, MCCL president. In 
that case, the Supreme Court 
ruled that no black person, 
free or slave, could claim U.S. 
citizenship. “We hope and pray 
that the Supreme Court will 
correct its errors and vacate this 
Roe v. Wade decision of Jan. 22.”

Senate Majority Leader Paul 
Gazelka noted that William 
Wilberforce’s involvement in the 
British abolitionist movement 
lasted 46 years.

“We’re at 45,” he said of the 
pro-life movement. “I’m saying 
we’re right at the edge, let’s push 
this thing over. By God’s grace, 
by God’s courage, by God’s 
compassion that calls all of us, 
let’s work together. Let’s work 
with legislators, let’s work with 
the governor, let’s work with the 
people. We’ll change it federally, 
we’ll change it at the state level, 

and once again, unborn human 
life will be protected.”

Since the 1973 Supreme Court 
decision legalizing abortion, 
60 million babies in the United 
States have been killed as a 

result. In Minnesota, more than 
628,700 were killed between 
1973 and 2016, according to state 
statistics.

Carla Stream, a member of 
the post-abortion awareness 
campaign, Silent No More 
Minnesota, described proposed 
state legislation that MCCL will 
promote during the 2018 session 
to enable abortion-seeking 
women to see their babies during 
ultrasounds.

Stream shared that she wasn’t 
shown a sonogram of her 
10-week-old baby before her 
abortion 27 years ago.

“Let women see their 
ultrasounds,” she said. “Women 
are strong. They can handle the 
truth. Many women choose life 
after viewing the ultrasound 
[pictures]. Abortionists know this 
and do not show them. I know 

I would have rejected abortion 
if I’d been allowed to see my 
child.”

Thirty-two state legislators were 
present for the rally, along with 
other local government leaders. 
Before the program, pro-life 
advocates of all ages chanted, 
“We are the pro-life generation.”
Ruth Statz, 16, and Mary Kracht, 
15, students at Chesterton 
Academy, came to defend the 
right to life.

“We came out because babies 
have the right to life, and we 
came to defend that right, and 
nothing can stop that,” Statz said.
Kracht said she is inspired by her 
grandparents’ long dedication to 
the cause.

“What gives me hope is the 
people who step up to believe and 
actually act.”
 
At the prayer service, Archbishop 
Hebda said, “We live in a world 
that needs to know Christ’s love, 
to be reassured of Christ’s love. 
And the gift of new life gives us 
an insight into that love unlike 
any other.”

Acknowledging especially 
young people who are “willing 
to dream big, work hard, and 
sacrifice much,” the archbishop 
encouraged all pro-lifers to 
offer God their time, energy 
and creativity. “Nothing is 
impossible with God. He is able 

to accomplish more in the world 
than all we ask or imagine.”

If pro-lifers want to be 
convincing in creating a culture 
of life, they need to be consistent 
in their defense of all life, he said.

“This is important work that 
requires that we act, that we not 
remain silent,” he said.

The importance of the event 
made Yen Fasano, 36, brave the 
weather with her three children, 
Maria, 9, Francesca, 7, and Joey, 
5, to attend the prayer service and 
march. Francesca said abortion 
made her sad, but she hoped 
someone would see the sign she 
and her siblings made and change 
their mind about abortion. Said 
Yen, a parishioner at St. John 
Neumann in Eagan, “I hope [my 
children] live their baptismal 
call and realize that though their 
voices are small, they matter, and 
they can serve.”

Lou Cellette, 79, attended the 
prayer service but didn’t march, 
although he’s participated in 
many since the first one in 1974. 

Undeterred by the weather, he 
said, “The Lord wants us here, so 
we’re here.”

“We carry the torch for the 
little ones who can’t carry it 
themselves,” Cellette said.

Undeterred by snow, pro-lifers march with hope to end abortion

If pro-lifers want to be convincing in 
creating a culture of life, they need to 
be consistent in their defense of all 
life. — Archbishop Bernard Hebda
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Upcoming events
Rite of Election and Call to 
Continuing Conversion will be 
held on Sunday, Feb. 18, 3:00 
p.m. at the Cathedral of the Holy 
Trinity in New Ulm. Contact 
sranna@dnu.org, (507) 233-5356.

Diocesan Youth Council (DYC) 
“Invite-a-Friend” Sunday will 
be held Feb. 18, from 2-6:00 p.m. 
or April 8, from 1-5:00 p.m., 
at St. Aloysius in Olivia. Visit 
www.dnu.org/diocesan-events 
or contact Kevin Losleben, 
klosleben@dnu.org, (507) 233-
5327.

JRLC’s (Joint Religious 
Legislative Coalition) Day on 
the Hill will be held Tuesday, 

March 13, 2018, beginning at 
Central Presbyterian in St. Paul 
and concluding at the State 
Capitol. This is an opportunity 
for people of faith from around 
the state of Minnesota to join 
together to be inspired, learn 
about critical issues, and have an 
impact at the State Capitol. Call 
(888) 870-1402, email info@jrlc.
org.

The annual Chrism Mass will 
be held Thursday, March 22, 
7:00 p.m. at the Cathedral of 
the Holy Trinity in New Ulm. 
Contact sranna@dnu.org, (507) 
233-5356.

Area Catholic youth show 
‘great promise‘

MANKATO – Seventh grade youth from the Diocese of New 
Ulm and the Diocese of Winona were presented the Serra Club 
Great Promise award for their leadership qualities. Back row, left: 
Ella Blace, St. John the Baptist, Mankato, Alia Meehling, St. John 
the Baptist, Mankato, Aubrey Houg, Ss Peter and Paul, Mankato, 
Angela Dickhudt, St. Joseph the Worker, Mankato (all in Winona 
diocese), and Joseph Kremer and James Younge, both of Holy 
Rosary, North Mankato (New Ulm diocese). Front row, left: Owen 
Engesser, Ss Peter and Paul, Mankato, Lydia Meehling, St. John the 
Baptist, Mankato, Emily Coudron, St. Joseph the Worker, Mankato, 
Logan Burgess, Ss. Peter and Paul, Mankato, Macallan Meehling, 
St. John the Baptist, Mankato, (all in Winona diocese), and John 
Calsbeek, Holy Rosary, North Mankato (New Ulm diocese).     
                                                                            (Photo submitted)

by Debra Skelley Blaschko
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

NEW ULM - Whether you 
were there to view the 250 quilts 
on display, attend the quilter’s 
retreat, or help raise money for 
eye care in San Lucas Toliman, 
Guatemala, you were also witness 
to a grand display of people 
putting their faith into action at 
the annual Sewing for Sight event 
held on Saturday, Jan. 13, at the 
Church of St. George, located in 
West Newton Township, 6 miles 
northwest of New Ulm.

Sewing for Sight is a fundraiser 
that supports the work of 
ophthalmologists Dr. Christopher 
Wallyn and Dr. Michael Merck. 
Both members of the Diocese of 
New Ulm, the doctors routinely 
travel to the diocese’s mission 
parish of San Lucas Toliman in 
Guatemala to offer their services 
and restore vision to those blind 
from cataracts but who have no 
available eye care or means to 
pay for it. 

The Sewing for Sight event is 
sponsored by Sewing Seeds Quilt 
Company of New Ulm which is 
owned by St. George parishioners 
Jackie Forst, Cindy Wendinger, 
and Ann Wendinger. The life-long 
friends attribute the success of the 
fundraiser to their parish and the 
people.

“This was our dream, but it 
never would have evolved 
into this without the help of 
our parishioners,” said Ann 
Wendinger. “It is a whole behind-
the-scenes army (that does the 
work).”

The seeds of this fundraiser 
were planted in 2009 when 
Ann accompanied Dr. Wallyn 
on one of his trips to San Lucas 
and observed first-hand how 
families literally traveled over 
mountains to bring their elderly 
to the hospital to have cataracts 
removed.

“I remember this little old man 
reaching up and touching his 
wife’s cheek and he had a tear, 
and his wife was crying,” Ann 
described the scene after his 
bandages were removed. She 
said they couldn’t understand a 
word he said but it was obvious 
that he was thrilled to be able 
see his wife after many years of 
blindness.

“I promised upon my return 
that in some small way I would 
strive to raise funds and continue 

to support their (the doctors’) 
mission,” states Ann in the annual 
Sewing for Sight appeal letter.  

“I want the doctors to be able to 
focus on doing the work without 
worrying about raising funds for 
equipment and medicine,” Ann 
said in a recent interview.  

Ann brought her dream to her 
friends, Jackie and Cindy, and 
they brainstormed.  

“Cindy and I had hosted a 
quilting retreat earlier for 
friends,” said Jackie. That is 
where the idea began. They went 
to St. George looking for space 
to hold the event and asked their 
husbands and parishioners for 
help. 

Origin of the mission parish
When the Catholic Church 
in Rome called for greater 
involvement of clergy and lay 
people in world missions, the 
Diocese of New Ulm responded 
by launching a diocesan 
partnership with the Diocese 
of Sololá, Guatemala in 1958, 
according to The Friends of 
San Lucas web site (www.
sanlucasmission.org). In 1963, 
Bishop Alphonse J. Schladweiler, 
first bishop of New Ulm, 
appointed Fr. Greg Schaffer 
pastor of what is the diocese’s 
mission parish of San Lucas 
Toliman in Guatemala. 

The St. George rectory became 
Fr. Schaffer’s home when he 
would return to the United 
States to raise awareness of the 

mission and to raise funds for its 
operations. This created a local 
interest in his work.

In 1990, Drs. Wallyn and Merck, 
who both specialize in cataract 
surgery, partnered to established 
the Regional Eye Center in 
Hutchinson and began traveling 
to San Lucas every spring and 
fall to volunteer their eye care 
services.

As a response to the over-
whelming need for eye care, in 
1992 the doctors established the 
Foundation for Saving Sight as 
an effort to raise funds to build an 
eye clinic and surgery site in San 
Lucas.

Fr. Schaffer died in 2012, but the 
mission work continues. Through 
the Friends of San Lucas, along 
with the help of individuals and 
groups like Sewing for Sight, 
money continues to be raised to 
help support The Foundation for 
Saving Sight. 

With the addition of this year’s 
donations of $18,000, over the 
last seven years approximately 
$87,000 has been raised by 
Sewing for Sight and gifted to the 
foundation, according to Ann.

The best part, she said, is that 
100 percent of the money goes 
directly to help the people of San 
Lucas.

To learn more about the 
Foundation for Saving Sight visit 
http://foundation.regeyecenter.
com.

Fundraiser puts faith into action by 
delivering eye care to San Lucas mission

Mission of Love
The annual valentine project, Mission of Love, 
sponsored by Friends of San Lucas, has begun 
and runs through March 31, 2018.  Participants 
are asked to make or purchase a valentine, sign it (no address 
please), and send it with a $2 donation to Friends of San Lucas, 
4679 Cambridge Drive, Eagan, MN. 55122. Donations allow the 
charity program to purchase corn, rice, beans, and school supplies 
to be distributed to school and families in need at the San Lucas 
Toliman Mission in Guatemala. For further information about 
Friends of San Lucas visit www.sanlucasmission.org.

Standing, left, Ann Wendinger, Jackie Forst, and Cindy Wendinger, 
owners of Sewing Seeds Quilt Company in New Ulm and sponsors 
of the Sewing for Sight quilting retreat and fundraiser, stand with 
Dr. Christopher Wallyn and behind quilt retreatant Michele Rist-
Vogel. About $18,000 was raised through this year’s fundraiser held 
Saturday, Jan. 13, at St. George parish in West Newton Township. 
Organizers expect to surpass the current amount raised as more 
people become aware of the great need for eye care at the New 
Ulm diocese’s mission parish of San Lucas Toliman in Guatemala.
                                                    (Photo by Debra Skelley Blaschko)
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WASHINGTON – On Jan. 
8, 2018, the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) 
announced that it is terminating 
Temporary Protected Status 
(TPS) for El Salvador. TPS 
is a temporary, renewable, 
and statutorily authorized 
humanitarian migration program 
that permits individuals to remain 
and work lawfully in the U.S. 
during a period in which it is 
deemed unsafe for nationals of 
that country to return home. The 
vast majority of TPS recipients in 
the U.S. are Salvadoran. 

Bishop Joe S. Vásquez of 
Austin, Texas, Chairman of 
the Committee on Migration 
(USCCB/COM), issued a 
statement saying: “The decision 

to terminate TPS for El Salvador 
is heartbreaking. As detailed in 
our recent delegation trip report 
to the region, El Salvador is 
currently not in a position to 
adequately handle the return of 
the roughly 200,000 Salvadoran 
TPS recipients. Today’s decision 
will fragment American families, 
leaving over 192,000 U.S. citizen 
children of Salvadoran TPS 
recipients with uncertain futures. 
Families will be needlessly 
separated because of this 
decision.”

“DHS has provided an 18-month 
period (through Sept. 9, 2019) 
during which TPS recipients from 
El Salvador can legally stay in 
the United States and prepare 
for their departure. While we 

recognize and appreciate this 
extra time, it will not remedy the 
underlying protection and family 
unity concerns that remain for 
Salvadoran TPS recipients.” 

To read the full text of the 
statement, visit www.usccb.org/
news/2018/18-004.cfm.

On January 18, 2018, the 
U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) 
announced the formation of a 
new Conscience and Religious 
Freedom Division in the HHS 
Office for Civil Rights (OCR).  

The Conscience and Religious 
Freedom Division has been 
established to restore federal 
enforcement of our nation’s laws 
that protect the fundamental and 
unalienable rights of conscience 
and religious freedom. OCR 
is the law enforcement agency 
within HHS that enforces federal 
laws protecting civil rights 
and conscience in health and 
human services, and the security 
and privacy of people’s health 
information. The creation of the 
new division will provide HHS 
with the focus it needs to more 
vigorously and effectively enforce 
existing laws protecting the 
rights of conscience and religious 
freedom, the first freedom 
protected in the Bill of Rights.
OCR Director Roger Severino 
said, “No one should be forced 

to choose between helping 
sick people and living by one’s 
deepest moral or religious 
convictions, and the new division 
will help guarantee that victims 
of unlawful discrimination find 
justice.”

A list of current federal laws 
protecting conscience rights can 
be found at: http://www.usccb.
org/issues-and-action/religious-
liberty/conscience-protection/
upload/Federal-Conscience-Laws.
pdf.

WASHINGTON – Cardinal 
Timothy M. Dolan of New York, 
chair of the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB) 
Committee on Pro-Life 
Activities, thanked and praised 
the House of Representatives for 
passing the Born-Alive Abortion 
Survivors Protection Act on Jan. 

20, 2018, with a bi-partisan vote 
of 241-183.

“As Chairman of the United 
States Bishops’ Committee, I 
offer gratitude and praise to the 
House of Representatives for 
passing the Born-Alive Abortion 
Survivors Protection Act (H.R. 
4712). This common-sense 
legislation offers a simple and 
widely supported proposition: 
a child born alive following an 
abortion should receive the same 
degree of care to preserve her life 
and health as would be given to 
any other child born alive at the 
same gestational age. I call on the 
Senate to pass this bill as well and 
ensure that the lethal mentality of 
Roe does not claim new victims 
– vulnerable human beings 
struggling for their lives outside 
the womb.”
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Visit weekly during Lent beginning Feb. 14 
www.dnu.org
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