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INSIDE
by Claudia Broman
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

Miki Schultz and her husband, 
Sam, went on a Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter (WWME) 
weekend over Valentine’s Day 
weekend in February 2015. 
Although the couple from Sleepy 
Eye had a good marriage, they 
were having some challenges in 
their relationship.

That “was hard on the marriage,” 
Miki said. “But we never gave 
up on each other.” They heard 
about WWME weekends during 
a presentation at a Mass they 
attended, and decided to go.

“I think God put everyone in the 
right place at the right time,” 
Miki said. Instead of getting 
upset or anxious with one another 
during the weekend, they learned 
to say, “This is how this makes 
me feel and this is why,” she said. 

“It gave us some tools for talking 
things through. It did help better 
our marriage,” she said. And at 
the end of the weekend, “he wrote 
the cutest love letter to me,” she 
said. “Just to have this letter” was 
tremendously important to her, as 
Sam passed away a year later.

Making good marriages better
Encounter weekends strengthen marriage, family

(Continued on page 11)

by Matt Hadro
Catholic News Agency

WASHINGTON – Pro-life leaders 
and religious freedom advocates hailed 
President Trump’s choice of Neil Gorsuch to 
fi ll the Supreme Court vacancy Jan. 31.

Gorsuch “has an excellent record on 
religious freedom,” Carrie Severino, chief 
counsel and policy director of the Judicial 
Crisis Network, told CNA.

“He has decided many cases that address 
that issue, and he’s shown that he 
understands how to read the law,” she 
added, citing as an example the Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act, which was at the 
heart of the Supreme Court’s recent Hobby 
Lobby decision and the case of the Little 
Sisters of the Poor.

Professor Michael Moreland, a visiting law 

(Continued on page 4)

Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekends give couples the 
opportunity to get out of the house and work on improving their 
relationships through a series of refl ections and husband-and-
wife discussions.                             (Photo by goodluz/Shutterstock)

                              (Public domain photo) 
Neil Gorsuch, a judge on the U.S. Tenth 
Circuit Court of Appeals, is President 
Trump’s pick to replace Antonin Scalia 
on the U.S. Supreme Court.                              

(Photo by Dan Rossini)

Trump presidency brings hope, concerns for Catholics

(Continued on page 13)

Pro-life leaders hail high court pick
by Catholic News Agency

WASHINGTON – Catholic bishops and 
relief leaders were among the critics of 
President Donald Trump’s Jan. 27 order to 
implement stricter vetting on refugees and 
lower the cap for the number of refugees 
who can enter the United States.

Bishop Joe S. Vasquez of Austin, Texas, in 
his role as chairman of the U.S. bishops’ 
Committee on Migration, said the U.S. 
bishops “strongly disagree” with the halt 
on refugee admissions.

“We believe that now more than ever, 
welcoming newcomers and refugees is an 
act of love and hope,” he said Jan. 27.

“We will continue to engage the 
new administration, as we have all 
administrations for the duration of the 

Bishops criticize Trump’s refugee order

     (Photo by Win McNamee/Getty Images) 
Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer 
(D-NY) leads a protest against President 
Trump’s refugee order Jan. 30 at the U.S. 
Supreme Court in Washington, D.C.     

LAFAYETTE – “The Blue Moon Trio” – Mark Dick (left), Joe 
Maidl, and Andy Maidl – belt out a rendition of “PFFT You Were 
Gone” at St. Gregory the Great’s 75th anniversary celebration Jan. 
28 in the church social hall. Bishop John M. LeVoir and pastor Msgr. 
Douglas Grams joined parishioners for an evening that included 
Mass, dinner, shared memories, and plenty of entertainment.

                                                     
(For more on this story, see page 3.)

Blue Moon Gala
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by Bishop John M. LeVoir

There has been much in the news 
recently about immigration. 
Please access the Diocese of 
New Ulm website, the Minnesota 
Catholic Conference website, and 
the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops website for the 
Church’s response to immigration 
issues.

In general, we fi nd that the 
Catholic response to immigration 
is to respect the human dignity 
of our immigrant brothers and 
sisters, and to help them in any 
way that we can.

The Catholic response is 
exemplifi ed in a quote from 
Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo 
and Archbishop Jose H. Gomez, 
president and vice president of 
the USCCB, respectively: “The 
refugees fl eeing from ISIS and 

Immigration
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other extremists are sacrifi cing all 
they have in the name of peace 
and freedom. Often, they could 
be spared if only they surrendered 
to the violent vision of their 
tormentors. They stand fi rm in 
their faith.

“Many are families, no diff erent 
from yours or mine, seeking 
safety and security for their 
children. Our nation should 
welcome them as allies in a 
common fi ght against evil. 
We must screen vigilantly for 
infi ltrators who would do us 
harm, but we must always be 
equally vigilant in our welcome of 
friends.”

Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda, 
Archbishop of St. Paul and 
Minneapolis, captures what our 
attitude should be as Catholics.

He writes: “We join the Holy 
Father (Pope Francis) in 
reaffi  rming our Catholic teaching 
on the dignity of each human life 
and commit ourselves not only 
to prayer, but also to supporting 
eff orts for those of various 
viewpoints to come together to 
work for the common good, to 
make sure that our laws are just, 
fair, and enforceable as well as 
compassionate, and to do all that 
we can to make sure families 
are kept intact, recognizing that 
families are the principal building 
blocks of a civilized society.”

Lent
The season of Lent begins with 
Ash Wednesday, March 1. The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church 
teaches that Lent is “the liturgical 
season of forty days which begins 
with Ash Wednesday and ends 
with the celebration of the Paschal 
Mystery (Easter Triduum)” 
(Glossary). The Easter Triduum 
this year begins on April 13. So 
the liturgical season of Lent is a 
month and a half long. 

The purpose of Lent is to prepare 
ourselves for the celebration of 
Easter. This year Easter Sunday is 
April 16. During Lent, we imitate 
the preparation that Jesus did in 
order to carry out the mission 
given to him by his Father: to 
preach the Gospel. Just as Jesus 
spent 40 days in the desert, fasting 
and praying in preparation for 
his public ministry, so too do 
Christians spend the period of 
Lent doing penance in preparation 
for Easter, the celebration of the 
Resurrection of Our Lord from 
the dead. 

The Catechism calls Lent one of 
those “intense moments of the 
Church’s penitential practice. 
These times are particularly 
appropriate for spiritual exercises, 
penitential liturgies, pilgrimages 
as signs of penance, voluntary 
self-denial such as fasting and 
almsgiving, and fraternal sharing 
(charitable and missionary 

works)” (CCC, no. 1438).

These Lenten penitential 
practices help us in the process 
of conversion. Conversion is 
necessary if we are to celebrate 
Easter with a pure heart. What 
is conversion? It is a “radical 
reorientation of the whole life 
away from sin and evil, and 
toward God. This change of 
heart or conversion is a central 
element of Christ’s preaching, 
of the Church’s ministry of 
evangelization, and of the 
Sacrament of Penance and 
Reconciliation” (CCC, Glossary).

The Gospel tells us: “After John 
had been arrested, Jesus came to 
Galilee proclaiming the gospel 
of God: ‘This is the time of 
fulfi llment. The kingdom of God 
is at hand. Repent (convert), and 
believe in the gospel’” (Mk 1: 
14-15).

Conversion involves the interior 
of a person. It isn’t something 
purely external. Consequently, 
our Lenten practices should not 
be just external. They must touch 
the heart.

As Pope Francis tells us: “It’s not 
exterior things which make us 
holy or not holy, but it’s the heart 
that expresses our intentions, 
our choices, and the desire to do 
everything out of love for God” 
(Angeles Address, Aug. 30, 2015).

Please join me in prayer as we 
prepare for the season of Lent. Let 
us ask ourselves, “What is God 
asking me to do this Lent so that 
I can experience a conversion of 
heart and celebrate Easter with 
joy?” The answer that we receive 
from God will be life changing.

Catholics at the Capitol
Please join me on Thursday, 
March 9, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
for the fi rst-ever Catholics at 
the Capitol. The event will take 
place at RiverCentre and the State 
Capitol in St. Paul. Catholics at 
the Capitol is sponsored by the 
Minnesota Catholic Conference 
(MCC), which is the public policy 
voice of the Catholic Church in 
Minnesota. 

MCC supports the ministry of 
our state’s Catholic bishops 
by working with political and 
community leaders to shape 
legislation that serves human 
dignity and the common good; 
by educating Catholics and the 
public about the ethical and 
moral framework that should be 
applied to public policy choices; 
and by mobilizing the Catholic 
community to make its voice 
heard in the public arena. Please 
see the Diocese of New Ulm 
website for more information.

WASHINGTON – Nearly all of 
the religious men and women who 
professed perpetual vows in 2016 
had a strong prayer life prior to 
entering their religious institute, 
according to a survey on men and 
women religious conducted by 
the Center for Applied Research 
in the Apostolate (CARA) at 
Georgetown University. The 
survey results were released Feb. 
2, to coincide with the annual 
celebration of World Day for 
Consecrated Life. 

The U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops’ (USCCB) Secretariat 
of Clergy, Consecrated Life and 
Vocations (CCLV) commissioned 
the Center for Applied Research in 
the Apostolate (CARA) to conduct 
the annual survey of the religious 
profession class of 2016.

The survey polled women and 
men religious who professed 
perpetual vows in 2016 in a 
religious congregation, province, 
or monastery based in the U.S. 

CARA received a response from 
610 of 759 major superiors, for an 
overall response rate of 80 percent 
among religious institutes.

Of these 216 identifi ed women 
and men religious, a total of 81 
sisters and nuns and 96 brothers 
and priests responded to the 
survey. These 96 men may include 
some brothers who intend to 
pursue studies leading to priestly 
ordination. This represents a 
response rate of 82 percent of 
the 216 potential members of the 
Profession Class of 2016 that 
were reported to CARA by major 
superiors.  

Some of the major fi ndings of the 
report are:
– Nearly nine in 10 or 86 percent 
of responding religious regularly 
participated in some type of 
private prayer activity before they 
entered their religious institute. 
About two-thirds participated in 
Eucharistic Adoration, prayed 
the Rosary, or attended retreats 

before entering. Nearly six in 10 
participated in spiritual direction 
before entering.

–  Most religious did not report 
that educational debt delayed their 
application for entrance to their 
institute. Among the 4 percent 
who did report having educational 
debt, however, they averaged 
about 4 years of delay while they 
paid down an average of $29,100 
in educational debt.  

–  Almost half of responding 
religious (46 percent) attended 
a Catholic elementary school, 
which is about the same as that 
for all Catholic adults in the 
United States (39 percent). These 
respondents are more likely than 
other U.S. Catholics to have 
attended a Catholic high school 
(38 percent of respondents, 
compared to 19 percent of U.S. 
adult Catholics) and much more 
likely to have attended a Catholic 
college (37 percent of responding 
religious, compared to just 10 

percent of U.S. adult Catholics).  
Responding women religious are 
less likely than brothers to have 
attended a Catholic college (31 
percent for women compared to 
42 percent for men).

–  On average, responding 
religious report that they were 
19 years old when they fi rst 
considered a vocation to religious 
life, but half were 18 or younger 
when they fi rst did so. 

–  One-half say that a parish priest 
(53 percent) encouraged their 
vocation. Four in 10 reported 
being encouraged to consider a 
vocation by a religious sister or 
brother. Women religious were 
more likely than men religious to 
do so. Over four in 10 report that 
they were encouraged to consider 
a vocation by their friends. 

To read the survey in its 
entirety, visit www.usccb.org/
consecratedlife.

CARA study: Strong prayer life infl uences religious life
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by Katie Ballalatak
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

LAFAYETTE – Faith, food, and 
festivities showcased a night to 
remember as parishioners of the 
Church of St. Gregory the Great 
gathered on Jan. 28 to celebrate 
the 75th anniversary of their 
parish.

The evening began with a Mass 
celebrated by Bishop John M. 
LeVoir of the Diocese of New 
Ulm and concelebrated by pastor 
Msgr. Douglas Grams. Afterwards 
parishioners attended a “Blue 
Moon Gala,” which included a 
social hour, chicken-and-meatball 
dinner, live music, songs by 
several parishioners, and many 
shared memories.

The gala was named in honor 
of the parish’s fi rst church, the 
former Blue Moon Night Club 
building. The “Blue Moon” theme 
was evident everywhere, from the 
lighted blue ball hanging from the 
ceiling, to the blue candles and 
blue tablecloths on the tables, to 
the Blue Moon beer.

Some of the music selections 
also accentuated the theme, such 
as a special parish rendition of 
“Blue Moon” by The Marcels 
(performed by parishioner 
Karen Arlandson) and the ’40s 
song “Blue Water” by Sawyer 
Fredericks.

The night was also blessed by the 
presence of St. Gregory the Great, 
played by long-time parishioner 
Richard Scheurer. In full costume 
and aided by his “prioress” 
wife Katie, Scheurer visited 
tables during the social hour and 
provided a history of the saint 
before the meal.

Bishop LeVoir led the mealtime 

prayer and attended the whole 
celebration, laughing with 
parishioners over the heart-
warming memories and amusing 
anecdotes of the parish. 

“It’s a privilege to come and be 
here with you, to pray with you, 
and celebrate with you on this 
75th anniversary,” he said. 

Active faith community
Parishioner Larry Mages served 
as head of the planning committee 
for the celebration. He also 
emceed the gala, sang, and 
accompanied the musical acts 
with his guitar.

He said that he was thankful for 
the community St. Gregory’s 
parish has given him and his 
family over the years. “I know 
when I sit in church that every 
single one of these people would 
come running if I had a problem 
in my life. That’s what we do 
for each other. We all know each 
other and we’re a family,” he said. 
Larry and his wife, Maggie, have 
been parishioners since 1971.  

Likewise, long-time parishioner 
Michelle Oswald said, “At other 
churches, everyone leaves right 
after Mass, but here everyone 
stays and talks until fi nally 
someone has to start fl ickering the 
lights to make us leave.” Michelle 
and her husband Carl have been 
parishioners for 39 years.

At the anniversary celebration, 
parishioner Paul Platz gave a 
testimony to the importance of St. 
Gregory’s parish in his life from 
childhood to adulthood.

“All the memories involve, one 
way or another, the people in this 
parish over the years,” he said.
 “The names and the faces change 
but our closeness doesn’t. When 

we moved here, when I was 8 
years old, we felt welcomed by 
this parish. I hope newcomers feel 
as welcomed as I did many years 
ago.”

Short history
Lafayette’s close-knit parish is 
named after the sixth-century 
saint, Gregory the Great, who 
is primarily remembered for 
reforming the liturgy of the 
Church (Gregorian Chant is 
named after him) and for being 
the fi rst pope to send Catholic 
missionaries to England. 

St. Gregory the Great Parish 
celebrated its fi rst Mass in 
the Lafayette Public School’s 
auditorium on Oct. 12, 1942, with 
Fr. Edward Clemens presiding. 
Fr. Clemens was responsible for 
starting Lafayette’s parish and 
worked diligently to establish it. 
The parish was incorporated on 
Nov. 11, 1942.

Soon after, the parish obtained the 
vacant Kapaun store in Lafayette 

St. Gregory the Great celebrates 75th anniversary

Members of the Church of St. Gregory the Great gather for a group photo with Bishop John M. 
LeVoir of the Diocese of New Ulm and pastor Msgr. Douglas Grams following the Jan. 28 Mass 
marking their 75th anniversary. The Mass and picture were followed by a “Blue Moon Gala,” named 
in honor of the parish’s fi rst church building.                                                   (Photos by Dan Rossini)

Parishioners Larry Mages and Karen Arlandson provided 
singing and accompaniment during the entertainment portion 
of St. Gregory’s Blue Moon Gala celebrating the parish’s 75th 
anniversary. Mages was head of the planning committee for the 
event and also served as emcee. Arlandson is the parish’s organist 
and cantor.

Featuring 
Helen Alvaré

Professor of Law
at George Mason

University Law School

B  L  L

and Mass was celebrated there 
every other Sunday until the 
parish purchased eight lots of 
land in 1943 for their own church. 
They acquired the Valley Club 
building (formerly the Blue Moon 
Night Club) and moved it from its 
location on Highway 15 just north 
of the Minnesota River to its new 
home in Lafayette.

The parish held its fi rst Mass 
in their new church on Dec. 
3, 1944. Fr. Clemens was the 
celebrant, having become 
resident pastor shortly 
beforehand.

The current church and social 
hall were constructed in 1966 
under the direction of pastor Fr. 
Germain Rademacher. The fi rst 
Mass in the new building was 
off ered on Easter Sunday, March 
25, 1967. 

At the anniversary celebration, 
Fr. Rademacher recalled the 
process of building the church 
and compared it to building up 
the people of God.

“Building a church – brick and 
mortar – is one thing,” he said. 
“That’s not as crucial as building 
and working with God’s people 
in developing our spirituality. As 
a pastor, you can build sidewalks 
and this and that, but fi lling 
people with God is so much 
more important. It takes time and 
energy and the spirit of God.”

Msgr. Grams fondly stated, “We 
are not celebrating one church 
building as much as we are 
celebrating 75 years as members 
of a family.” 
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Bishops: Welcome refugees 
without sacrifi cing security
(Continued from page 1)

current refugee program, now almost 
40 years. We will work vigorously 
to ensure that refugees are humanely 
welcomed in collaboration 
with Catholic Charities without 
sacrifi cing our security or our core 
values as Americans, and to ensure 
that families may be reunifi ed with 
their loved ones.”

The bishops said they believe in 
aiding everyone vulnerable who is 
fl eeing persecution, regardless of 
their religion, the Austin bishop said.

“We need to protect all our brothers 
and sisters of all faiths, including 
Muslims, who have lost family, 
home, and country,” Bishop Vasquez 
continued. “They are children of 
God and are entitled to be treated 
with human dignity. We believe 
that by helping to resettle the 
most vulnerable, we are living out 
our Christian faith as Jesus has 
challenged us to do.” 

Bishop Michael F. Burbidge 
of Arlington, Va. said the U.S. 
bishops’ statement “highlighted our 
nation’s long and proud tradition of 
welcoming newcomers and refugees 
in a humane manner, even as we 
have pursued a strong vetting system 
to ensure our safety and security.”

Bishop Burbidge encouraged 
Catholics to contact their elected 
offi  cials to oppose the new policy.

“Our communities have been and 
will continue to be hospitable to 
refugees, in keeping with our legacy 
of welcoming the stranger,” he 
said. “Together, we also pray for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for peace, safety, and harmony 
within our nation and throughout the 
world.”

The bishops responded to a new 
presidential executive order 
announced Jan. 27.

“I’m establishing new vetting 
measures to keep radical Islamic 
terrorists out of the United States,” 
President Trump had said signing the 
order. “We don’t want ’em here. We 
want to ensure we aren’t admitting 
into our country the very threats that 
our men and women are fi ghting 
overseas.”

The executive order itself does not 
mention Islam. It bars U.S. entry 
for visitors from Iraq, Iran, Syria, 
Yemen, Sudan, Libya, and Somalia 
for three months and places broader 

restrictions on the U.S. refugee 
program.

Before signing the executive order, 
President Trump told Christian 
Broadcasting News that he would 
prioritize persecuted Christian 
refugees.

“We are going to help them,” the 
president said. “They’ve been 
horribly treated. Do you know if 
you were a Christian in Syria, it was 
impossible, at least very tough, to get 
into the United States?”

The executive order’s text does 
not mention Christianity either. 
It instructs offi  cials involved in 
refugee entry “to prioritize refugee 
claims made by individuals on the 
basis of religious-based persecution, 
provided that the religion of the 
individual is a minority religion in 
the individual’s country....”

The executive order also said the 
entry of more than 50,000 refugees 
in 2017 is detrimental to U.S. 
interest and should be suspended 
until further notice. Last year, the 
U.S. legal cap on refugees was 
117,000 people, the U.K. newspaper 
The Guardian reports. However, 
only about 85,000 refugees actually 
entered the U.S. that year, the Pew 
Research Center reports. Of these, 
38,901 were Muslim and 37,521 
were Christian. 

Catholic relief leaders also criticized 
the order. “People seeking refuge in 
the United States and elsewhere are 
victims – often of the same terrorists 
from whom we must protect 
ourselves,” Sean Callahan, Catholic 
Relief Services president and CEO, 
said Jan. 27.

“We know the people most aff ected 
by extremists and confl ict. They are 
people like all Americans, seeking 
safety and a better life for their 
families. In fact, in our work around 
the world, we depend on many of 
them for our own safety. They need 
our help – now!”

Editor’s note: On Feb. 3 a federal 
judge in Seattle imposed a temporary 
nationwide restraining order on 
Trump’s directive, responding to a 
challenge by Washington state. A 
federal appeals court denied the 
administration’s request to lift the 
order, but they have said they will 
continue to fi ght it.

No Tengas Miedo
La Inmigración

por Obispo John M. LeVoir

Últimamente se han 
escuchado más noticias 
sobre la inmigración.  Por 
favor, les pido que visiten 
nuestra página de internet de 
la Diócesis de New Ulm, de 
la Conferencia Católica de 
Minnesota o de la Conferencia 
de los Obispos Católicos de 
los Estados Unidos para leer 
como la Iglesia responde a lo 
que respecta a los asuntos de 
inmigración.  

En general, la respuesta 
católica a la inmigración es 
respetar la dignidad humana de 
nuestros hermanos y hermanas 
inmigrantes para ayudarlos de 
la mejor manera que podamos. 

La respuesta católica se refl eja 
en las palabras del Cardenal 
Daniel N. DiNardo y del 
Arzobispo Jose H. Gómez, 
presidente y vicepresidente de 
la USCCB respectivamente: 
“los refugiados que huyen de 
ISIS y otros extremistas están 
sacrifi cando todo lo que tienen 
en nombre de la paz y de la 
libertad.  Con frecuencia, ellos 
podrían hasta ser perdonados si 
se rindieran a la visión violenta 
de sus agresores.  Ellos se 
mantienen fi rmes en su fe. 

“Muchas familias no diferentes 
a los suyos, buscan seguridad 
y protección para sus hijos. 
Nuestra nación les debe dar 
una bienvenida como aliados 
en una lucha común contra 
el mal.  Tenemos que vigilar 
atentamente a los infi ltrados 
que nos quieran hacer daño, 
pero permanecer siempre alerta 
en darle una bienvenida a los 
amigos.”  

Arzobispo Bernard Hebda, 
de St. Paul y Minneapolis, 
capta como debería ser nuestra 
actitud como católicos. 

“Nos unimos al Santo Padre 
(Papa Francisco) para reafi rmar 
nuestra esperanza católica 
sobre la dignidad de todo ser 
humano y nos comprometemos 
no solo a la oración, sino 
también apoyar los esfuerzos 

de los diversos puntos de 
vista para trabajar juntos, para 
asegurarnos de que nuestras 
leyes sean justas y aplicable 
como también compasivas, 
y hacer todo lo que podamos 
para asegurar que las familias 
se mantengan intactas, 
reconocer que las familias son 
los principales cimientos de 
una sociedad civilizada.” 

La Cuaresma
La temporada de la Cuaresma 
empieza el 1 de marzo, con 
el Miércoles de Ceniza. 
El Catecismo de la Iglesia 
Católica enseña que la 
Cuaresma es “la época litúrgica 
de cuarenta días que comienza 
con el Miércoles de Ceniza 
y termina con la celebración 
del Misterio Pascual (Triduo 
Pascual). El Triduo Pascual es 
el 13 de abril.  Eso quiere decir 
que la temporada litúrgica de 
la Cuaresma dura un mes y 
medio.   

El propósito de la Cuaresma es 
prepararnos para la celebración 
de la Pascua.  Este año, el 
domingo de Pascua es el 16 de 
abril.  Durante la Cuaresma, 
imitamos la preparación que 
Jesús hizo para llevar a cabo 
la misión que le encomendó su 
Padre: Predicar el Evangelio. 
Así como Jesús pasó 40 días 
en el desierto, ayunando y 
orando en preparación para su 
ministerio público, también 
los cristianos pasan el tiempo 
de Cuaresma haciendo 
penitencia en preparación para 
la Pascua, la celebración de la 
Resurrección de Nuestro Señor 
de entre los muertos.   

El Catecismo son momentos 
Fuertes de la práctica 
penitencial de la Iglesia. “Estos 
tiempos son particularmente 
apropiados para los 
ejercicios espirituales, las 
liturgias penitenciales, las 
peregrinaciones como signo 
de penitencia, las privaciones 
voluntarias como el ayuno y 
la limosna, la comunicación 
cristiana de bienes (obras 
caritativas y misioneras).” 
(CCC, no. 1438).

Estas prácticas penitenciales 

cuaresmales nos ayudan en 
el proceso de conversión. La 
conversión es necesaria si 
queremos celebrar la Pascua 
con un corazón puro. ¿Qué 
es la conversión? Es una 
“reorientación radical de toda 
la vida lejos del pecado y del 
mal, y hacia Dios.  Este cambio 
de corazón o de conversión 
es un elemento central de la 
predicación de Cristo, del 
ministerio de evangelización de 
la Iglesia y del Sacramento de 
Penitencia y Reconciliación” 
(CCC, Glosario).

El Evangelio nos dice: 
“Después que metieron a Juan 
en la cárcel, Jesús fue a Galilea 
a anunciar las buenas noticias 
de parte de Dios.  Decía: ‘ha 
llegado el tiempo, y el reino 
de Dios está cerca. Vuélvanse 
a Dios y acepten con fe sus 
buenas noticias.’” (Mr 1: 14-
15).
La conversión implica el 
interior de la persona.  No es 
algo puramente externo. Por 
lo tanto, nuestras prácticas 
cuaresmales no deben ser 
externas solamente. Deben 
tocar el corazón. 

Como nos dice el Papa 
Francisco: “Las cosas 
exteriores no son las que nos 
hacen santos o no santos, sino 
el corazón que expresa nuestras 
intenciones, nuestras opciones 
y el deseo de hacer todo 
por amor a Dios” (Angeles 
Address, Aug. 30, 2015).

Por favor únase a mí en oración 
mientras nos preparamos para 
la temporada de Cuaresma. 
Preguntémonos: “¿Qué es lo 
que Dios me pide que haga esta 
Cuaresma para que yo pueda 
experimentar una conversión 
de corazón y celebrar la Pascua 
con alegría?” La respuesta que 
recibamos de Dios será una 
experiencia transformadora.
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Retired diocesan employee elected mayor of Sleepy Eye

Wayne Pelzel runs the Sleepy Eye city council meeting Jan. 10 
shortly after being sworn in to his new position as mayor. Seated 
to his left is Deacon Mark Kober, Sleepy Eye’s city manager.                     
                                                                     (Photo by Dan Rossini)

by Greg Troska
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

STEWART – Religious leaders 
and lay faithful of both Catholic 
and other ecclesial communities 
came together on Jan. 15, 2017 
at St. Boniface Catholic Church 
in Stewart to take part in an 
Ecumenical Prayer Service.

The event marked the annual 
International Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity, which takes place 
in January. The theme of the week 
this year was “Reconciliation – 
The Love of Christ Compels Us” 
(see 2 Cor 5:14-20).

Among the 12 religious leaders 
in attendance were Bishop John 
M. LeVoir of the Diocese of 
New Ulm, who presided, and 
Bishop Jon V. Anderson of the 
Southwestern Minnesota Synod, 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA).

The service began with a 
procession of the religious with all 
singing the entrance hymn, “This 
is the Feast of Victory” followed 
by prayers for forgiveness. Then 
came Scripture readings, a Gospel 
message, a homily, the Creed, 

and intercessory prayers. Other 
hymns sung were “Praise My Soul 
the King of Heaven” and “The 
Church’s One Foundation.”

Bishop LeVoir’s homily focused 
on reconciliation, the main theme 
of the event. He explained that the 
stone given to attendees as they 
came in symbolizes “that our heart 
can be pretty hard and unloving.”

The bishop emphasized the 
importance of prayer in bringing 
Catholics together with Protestants. 
“We can always pray together … 
the most important thing we can do 
is pray,” he said.

“Just the fact that we are here 
today praying together is 
signifi cant,” echoed Bishop 
Anderson. “It has deepened my 
relationship with Bishop LeVoir.”

“We move around the communities 
of our area so that we bring people 
together and pray together,” he 
said. “It means a lot, especially 
to our families who come from 
diff erent traditions/denominations 
– if one person is Roman Catholic 
and the other person is Lutheran 
…. That is powerful for families to 
pray together.” 

Ecumenical Prayer Service commemorates start of Protestant Reformation

“This is one of the most meaningful 
events for me in our life as a church 
body. Historically there have been 

complicated feelings between 
diff erent denominations,” Bishop 
Anderson said.

Twelve religious leaders attended the Ecumenical Prayer Service for 
Christian Unity Jan. 15 at St. Boniface Catholic Church in Stewart. 
Front row, from left: Sr. Anna Mary Swanson, ACJ, Offi ce of Worship, 
Diocese of New Ulm; Sr. Mary Joseph Evans, ACJ, Offi ce of Worship, 
Diocese of New Ulm; Deb Hess, moderator, Presbytery of Minnesota 
Valleys; Pastor Andrew Hermondson-Olsen, Grace Lutheran Church 
of Brownton; Fr. Gerald Meidl, pastor of St. Boniface, Stewart, and 
St. Anastasia Catholic Church, Hutchinson; and Pastor Kathryn 
Skoglund, Southwestern Minnesota Synod, Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of America. Back row, from left: Pastor Mahlon Bekedam, 
St Paul’s Lutheran Church, Stewart; Fr. Aaron Johanneck, director 
of the Offi ce of Worship, Diocese of New Ulm; Bishop Jon V. 
Anderson, Southwestern Minnesota Synod, ELCA; Bishop John M. 
LeVoir, Diocese of New Ulm; Pastor Linda Pedersen, Southwestern 
Minnesota Synod, ELCA; and Larry Glaeske, retired Lutheran pastor 
from Saskatchewan.                                       (Photo by Greg Troska)

The year 2017 is special for those 
involved in ecumenism because it 
marks the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation, which is generally 
agreed to have begun when Martin 
Luther published his “Ninety-fi ve 
Theses” in 1517 criticizing certain 
Catholic practices and doctrines.

Bishop LeVoir alluded to 
the milestone in his homily. 
“Finally we are embracing one 
another after all these centuries 
of division,” he said. “We are 
called to that reconciliation, to be 
ambassadors for Christ.”

“This is another example of our 
work on reconciliation,” said 
Bishop Anderson. “While people 
often focus on our divisions, we 
as ELCA Lutherans and Roman 
Catholics have decided to focus 
on what we share.” 

Proceeds from the collection taken 
up at the prayer service went 
to the Common Cup Ministry 
of Hutchinson and Glencoe, a 
consortium of area churches 
combining their spiritual and 
fi nancial resources to help those 
in need.

by Sam Patet
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

Teacher. Football coach. Principal. 
Director. Fundraiser. Video 
producer. You name it, Sleepy 
Eye resident Wayne Pelzel has 
probably done it.

And now, the retired Diocese of 
New Ulm employee has added 
another job to his resume: mayor.

That’s right – mayor. Pelzel, 66, 
was sworn in as mayor of the city 
of Sleepy Eye on Jan. 10, 2017. A 
lifelong resident of the city, Pelzel 
feels honored to be able to serve 
his community in a new way.

“It was all about service,” Pelzel 
said about his decision to run. 
“(It’s) an opportunity to give back 
to the community that’s been good 
to me.”

Sleepy Eye city manager Deacon 
Mark Kober also serves as director 
of the permanent diaconate 
formation program for the Diocese 
of New Ulm. He’s worked with 
Pelzel on a number of projects 
over the years, both in the 
community and with the Church. 
Needless to say, he’s excited to 

have Pelzel at the helm.

“The best thing that we have here 
(in Sleepy Eye) is our people,” 
Deacon Kober said. “I think 
Wayne is fully cognizant of that, 
and he’s just an example of the 
good folks we have in Sleepy 
Eye.”

A parishioner at the Church of St. 
Mary in Sleepy Eye, Pelzel served 
as director of the Diocese of New 
Ulm’s Offi  ce of Development 
between 2004 and 2015. From 
2004 to 2008 he was also director 
of the Offi  ce of Catholic Schools.

During his tenure, Pelzel played 
an important role in launching 
the fi rst-ever Diocesan Ministries 
Appeal, or DMA, in 2006, which 
included producing a promotional 
video shown at parishes. He also 
was heavily involved in planning 
and carrying out the “Christ Our 
Life” Capital Campaign, which 
raised funds for a new diocesan 
Pastoral Center and for parish 
projects.

While Pelzel enjoyed working 
for the diocese, his fi rst love was 
teaching. Before working for the 
diocese, he served for 34 years 

at St. Mary’s Catholic School in 
Sleepy Eye, fi rst as a teacher and 
then as principal of the elementary 
school. He also served for a brief 
period as head football coach of 
the St. Mary’s Knights.

“I certainly have been fortunate 
enough to have many great life 
experiences that have probably 
prepared me” to serve as mayor, 
Pelzel said. “Because of those 
things, I’m comfortable in the 
leadership role. I recognize that 

not everybody is always going 
to agree, and I recognize that 
sometimes you have to make 
decisions and move forward for 
the betterment of the community.”

Pelzel ran unopposed for the 
position, garnering 1,546 votes 
(99 percent of all those cast) at the 
Nov. 8, 2016, general election.

Pelzel takes over for James 
Broich, who served as mayor for 
24 years and before that as a city 

councilor for six.

“I thought the city was well-
run and well taken care of,” 
Pelzel said about the outgoing 
administration. “I wasn’t looking 
to change anything necessarily, 
just to continue the good things 
that have been going on.”

As mayor, Deacon Kober said, 
Pelzel will attend and run city 
council meetings, create the 
meeting agendas, participate on 
other committees and boards, 
preside at offi  cial functions of the 
city, and be present at any grand 
openings of businesses. “He’ll be 
busy,” Deacon Kober said.

Despite the amount of time he 
knows he’ll have to put into the 
position, Pelzel is looking forward 
to the opportunity to lead the city 
of Sleepy Eye for the next four 
years.  After all, he said, service is 
what Christians are called to do.

“God didn’t put us here to take; 
God put us here to give,” he said. 
“I don’t know all the challenges 
that are going to face us … but I 
want to be there to help to make 
things better and to serve the 
people of this community.”
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by Maria Wiering
The Catholic Spirit

ST. PAUL – Minnesota’s 
Catholics have a new opportunity 
to join their bishops and learn 
how to approach key policy areas 
through the lens of faith.

The Minnesota Catholic 
Conference is hosting the 
fi rst Catholics at the Capitol 
event March 9 at the St. Paul 
RiverCentre and State Capitol 
Building in St. Paul.

The event is intended to be more 
than an issue lobbying day, said 
Jason Adkins, MCC executive 
director. He hopes participants 
gain a deeper understanding of 
how Catholic teaching can shape 
their approach in the public square.

“What we need to do is inspire, 
engage and equip Catholics as 
Catholics to participate in the 
public policy process, and that’s 
what this day is meant to do,” 
Adkins said.

Scheduled from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 

the day will include speakers 
Bishop James Conley of Lincoln, 
Neb., and Gloria Purvis Scott, 
a commentator for the Eternal 
Word Television Network and 
chairwoman for Black Catholics 
United for Christ.

The event will also include prayer, 
as well as issue and advocacy 
training on education, anti-poverty 
eff orts, and defense of life. All of 
the state’s active bishops plan to 
attend.

The initiative is the fi rst of its 
kind for MCC, the public policy 
arm of the Catholic Church in 
Minnesota. The organization has 
long participated in advocacy 
days including the March for Life 
and the annual Joint Religious 
Legislative Coalition Day on 
the Hill, but never before has it 
brought together people solely 
because of their shared Catholic 
faith.

“A lot of our bread-and-butter 
issues were covered by other 
advocacy coalitions or advocacy 
partners that we could funnel 

Catholics into,” Adkins said. 
“What changed is that not only do 
we need a distinctly Catholic and 
faith voice at the Capitol, but we 
(also) need to equip Catholics to 
engage the political process.”

After the morning program at the 
RiverCentre, participants will 
go to the State Capitol to meet 
in groups with their legislators. 
Adkins hopes that encounter is 
the basis for ongoing relationships 
between the lawmakers and 
constituents.

“There are so many barriers 
to participation in the public 
policy process: ‘I don’t know 
what to say; I don’t know who 
to contact,’” Adkins said. “Most 
Catholics don’t know who their 
state legislators are, so what we’re 
really trying to do here is not just 
to go and tell legislators what the 
Church thinks about an issue, 
but really help Catholics – on 
whatever issue they’re concerned 
about – be better public servants 
and faithful citizens.”

Adkins expects participants to be 

well-received by their lawmakers.

“Legislators want to hear from 
their constituents because 
they want to know what their 
constituents are thinking,” he said. 
“Sometimes issues are not on their 
radar, and their constituents bring 
those issues to their attention.

“This isn’t about pressuring 
legislators or imposing our will on 
them,” he added. “It’s actually a 
service to legislators … (to off er) 
our perspective as Catholics, as a 
member of a particular parish, of a 
particular community, about what 
serves the common good. And it’s 
defi nitely important for Catholics 
like anyone else in society to off er 
that perspective.”

Early bird registration is $20. 
Youth ages 22 and younger 
are free. Registration includes 
continental breakfast and a box 
lunch. Catholics interested in 
serving as district leaders are 
encouraged to contact the MCC. 
For more information, visit http://
www.catholicsatthecapitol.org.

by Jason Adkins

The 90th session of the Minnesota 
Legislature began on Jan. 3. Dozens of fi rst-
term lawmakers are included among its 201 
members. 

Most come excited with some key priorities 
based on the issues they believe got them 
elected. But apart from those two or three 
main issues, much of the legislative terrain 
and the substance of many issues will be 
unfamiliar to new lawmakers, as it continues 
to be for some veterans.  

The breadth of legislation is as vast as it 
is complex. Legislators looking for a way 
forward can too easily get sidetracked by the 
“herd mentality” of partisanship and the pull 
of special interests. Catholics should not 
leave it to lobbyists and others to educate 
lawmakers about what is truly important, 
and should instead remind their elected 
offi  cials about the nature of their calling as a 
public servant. 

Option for the poor and vulnerable
But what are the primary responsibilities 
of lawmakers? And what guiding lights 
can politicians look toward to know with 
confi dence that they are following a prudent 
course?

Pope Francis provided one such indicator 
in an interview following the U.S. elections 
on Nov. 8. The Holy Father said, “I do 
not judge (specifi c) people or politicians,” 

when asked about the election results. “I 
only want to understand what suff ering 
their behavior causes to the poor and the 
excluded.”

Consistent with long-standing Catholic 
teaching and Gospel values, Pope Francis 
highlights that a key measure of one’s 
term in public offi  ce is how his or her 
policies and actions aff ect the poor and 
vulnerable. “Those who are oppressed by 
poverty are the object of a preferential love 
on the part of the Church ...” (Catechism of 
the Catholic Church, no. 2448).

In their 1986 pastoral letter “Economic 
Justice for All,” the U.S. bishops fl eshed 
out further this “preferential love,” stating 
that “the primary purpose of this special 
commitment to the poor is to enable them 
to become active participants in the life of 
society. It is to enable all persons to share 

in and contribute to the common good. The 
‘option for the poor,’ therefore, is not an 
adversarial slogan that pits one group or 
class against another. Rather it states that the 
deprivation and powerlessness of the poor 
wounds the whole community” (no. 88).

The preferential option for the poor and 
vulnerable does not operate to the exclusion 
of other people or concerns.  Nor should 
the terms “poor” and “vulnerable” be too 
narrowly construed to exclude children 
(born and, especially, unborn), the disabled, 
the migrant, and the elderly, as well as 
those suff ering from increasing food and 
economic insecurity.

Rather, the preferential option for the poor 
and vulnerable requires that in legislative 
and budgetary priorities, the needs of 
the poor and vulnerable “have the single 
most urgent claim” on our conscience, 

before other concerns and special interests 
(“Economic Justice for All,” no. 86).

Justice and Charity
Some Catholics are skeptical of Catholic 
social teaching, wrongly believing that 
the richness of the social tradition with 
its preferential option for the poor and 
vulnerable is driven by class-hatred, envy, 
and egalitarianism.

Fortunately, a new selection of writings 
from Bishop Fulton J. Sheen, back in print 
for the fi rst time since their publication in 
1940, off ers a fresh reintroduction to the 
topic by one whose piety and orthodoxy 
(as well as staunch anti-communism) are 
unquestioned.  

Entitled “Justice and Charity” (ACS Books), 
Bishop Sheen explores how a capitalism 
that fails to submit to the demands of social 
and distributive justice can be corrected 
only by a revolution in the heart through the 
encounter with the person of Jesus Christ.  

As Catholics prepare to work with 
legislators to uphold the common good, 
Bishop Sheen’s book is a helpful volume to 
identify fi rst principles and the demands of 
justice, so that legislators may respond to 
their true calling as public servants.  

Editor’s note: Jason Adkins is executive 
director of the Minnesota Catholic 
Conference.

The vocation of the public servant
STAY INFORMED:
Follow the Catholic Advocacy Network’s Bill Tracker
With a new legislative session, thousands of new bills will be introduced in our State 
Legislature. The Minnesota Catholic Conference’s Catholic Advocacy Network will be 
tracking the legislation that most clearly impacts life and human dignity in Minnesota. 
The Bill Tracker groups legislation by area of Catholic social teaching, provides a link 
to the text of the bill, and includes the MCC’s position on the legislation with references 
to applicable Catholic doctrine. You can view the Bill Tracker online by visiting the 
Catholic Advocacy Network Action Center at www.mncatholic.org/actioncenter and 
selecting “Bills.” Additionally, you can stay informed about important updates from 
the Capitol by joining the Catholic Advocacy Network: www.mncatholic.org/signup. 
Joining the Network is a great way to stay informed, so that you can be part of the public 
conversation and protect life and human dignity!

Catholics at the Capitol aims to inspire public policy participation

LEARN MORE!
Brief awareness meetings 
on Catholics at the Capitol, 
sponsored by the Diocese of New 
Ulm, will be held Feb. 12 at St. 
Michael, Madison aft er 10 a.m. 
Mass, Feb. 19 at the Cathedral in 
New Ulm aft er the 10 a.m. Mass, 
and Feb. 26 at St. Anastasia in 
Hutchinson aft er the 10:30 a.m. 
Mass. 

Transportation:
If you are interested in riding a 
diocesan sponsored bus to the 
event, contact Deacon Steve 
Spilman at  sspilman@dnu, 
or call 507-233-5326. Please 
provide your name, city location, 
and contact information. 
Transportation is being arranged 
based on interest level. 

Your active support and 
participation is strongly 

encouraged.
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Diocesan sponsored transportation will be considered based on registrations.
Call 507.233.5326; e-mail sspilman@dnu.org.
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School garden excites St. Anastasia third graders about education
by Katie Ballalatak
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

HUTCHINSON – Principal 
Sheila Hendricks is a huge fan of 
the school garden project at St. 
Anastasia Catholic School.

“Education is working when kids 
are excited about why they are 
coming to school for that day,” 
she said. “And whenever there’s 
something that’s related to the 
garden, those third graders are 
excited.” 

Third graders at St. Anastasia 
work year-round in their very 
own garden, where they grow 
fruits and vegetables, learn about 
the growing process, and share 
their produce with their family 
and the school.

The project began nine years 
ago with two eight-foot-square 
greenhouses under the guidance 
of Nancy Frith. It has grown 
considerably since then, and is 
now run by third-grade teacher 
Holly Gregor, gardeners Jerry 
and Carol Brown, and parent 
volunteers. 

In the garden students grow 
everything from pumpkins and 
cabbage to potatoes and turnips 
– however, they unanimously 
decided that strawberries and 
raspberries are their favorite 
produce to eat.

“The kids have a say in 

everything,” said Gregor. “Our 
learning process is a little 
backwards because the kids 
harvest the produce fi rst and then 
plant afterwards in the spring, but 
we talk about the diff erent plant 
parts, why they are important, and 
what their jobs are.” 

“And in a way I think that’s neat,” 
said parent volunteer Shannon 
Visser, “because they see the 
fi nished product in the fall and 
that keeps the excitement going 
as they move into the planting 
season.”

Jerry and Carol Brown, who 
owned their own greenhouse and 
fl ower shop in Hutchinson for 30 
years, off er gardening knowledge 
to Gregor and the students as they 
work in the garden and harvest 
the produce. 

“The object of the garden is to 
expose them to where produce 
comes from because most 
children these days think that 
milk comes from the store and 
that potatoes come from the store 
and everything comes from the 
store. They don’t realize that it 
has to be grown,” said Jerry.

Besides learning how plants grow, 
the third graders learn how to 
make things with their produce. 
This fall, the class picked 120 
heads of cabbage which allowed 
them to work together to make 95 
quarts of sauerkraut.  “I like how 
we learn to work as a team,” said 

Isabelle Heining, one of the third 
graders.

Each third grader brought a jar 
home for their families and they 
shared their end product with the 
rest of the school. “I’m amazing 
at how many things the kids will 
try that they’ve never ever tried 
before,” Gregor said. “Most of 
them have never tasted sauerkraut 

before this class.” 
They also made soup out of 
the vegetables they grew in the 
garden. The class called it stone 
soup after the book “Stone Soup” 
by Marcia Brown, which spreads 
a message of sharing with others. 

Gregor explained the process: 
“The kids went out and harvested 
everything out of the garden and 

washed it and we had a couple 
of parent volunteers helping us 
chop up some of the vegetables. 
Then the next morning all the 
kids helped put up tables in the 
hall and we dumped everything, 
including some broth, into six 
crockpots. When it was done, we 
invited everyone in the school to 
come eat it with us.”

“I’m such a believer in a hands-
on learning experience for 
students,” said Hendricks, who 
tasted the soup and loved it. “We 
can relate these types of hands-on 
projects to our science standards, 
math standards, and language 
arts standards. The third graders 
write about this garden, they do 
equations, they use recipes – and 
science is everywhere. And the 
kids don’t even realize it!” 

“The greatest reward is seeing 
how proud they are when it’s 
time to harvest it and share it with 
the school and their families,” 
said Gregor. “It’s a lot of work 
out there! Jerry’s telling us, ‘A 
gardener doesn’t need to wear 
gloves!’ so we’re out there in the 
dirt, digging around. They really 
get into it and they do work hard, 
so when it comes time to harvest, 
it’s nice that we can share it with 
everyone. And we thank Jerry and 
Carol because without them we 
really wouldn’t be able to do it.”

The curriculum associated with the school garden project at 
St. Anastasia Catholic School in Hutchinson includes teaching 
students how to make things with their produce. This fall the 
third-grade class picked 120 heads of cabbage, which made 95 
quarts of sauerkraut. Pictured are Bella Wenzel (front left), Hannah 
Visser, Isabelle Heining, Isabelle Crow, Ava Knorr, Lily Prellwitz, 
Gianna Amendolare, and Daniel Wehseler. In the back row are 
adult volunteers Carol Brown, Jerry Brown, and Jeff Lehn. 
                                                                         (Contributed photo)

Bishop LeVoir visits Catholic schools
As part of his annual Catholic 
Schools Week (CSW) schedule, 
Bishop John M. LeVoir visited 
eight Catholic schools in the 
diocese to promote this year’s 
CSW theme – “Catholic 
Schools: Communities of Faith, 
Knowledge and Service.” The 
annual observance took place 
Jan. 29 to Feb. 4.

In the diocese, there are currently 
15 Catholic elementary schools 
(K-8) and three Catholic high 
schools (9-12).

Parishes served by Catholic 
schools are located in Bird 
Island, Canby, Glencoe, 
Hutchinson, Litchfi eld, Marshall, 
Minneota, Morgan, New Ulm, 
North Mankato, St. Peter, Sleepy 
Eye, Springfi eld, Tracy, Wabasso, 
and Winsted.

GLENCOE - Bishop John M. LeVoir of the Diocese of New Ulm 
explains the reason for the tails on his miter to third and fourth 
graders at St. Pius X Catholic School in Glencoe on Feb. 3. The 
bishop celebrated Mass for all students at the school at 1 p.m. 
and then visited classrooms until the end of the school day. For 
each class, he discussed the special clothing a bishop wears and 
other items, such as his crosier and ring, that  distinguish him as a 
bishop.                                                      (Photo by Dan Rossini)

WASHINGTON – On Friday, Feb. 3, 2017, the President issued a 
letter recognizing National Catholic Schools Week. It reads:

     In recognition of National Catholic Schools Week, I want to extend 
my heartfelt appreciation to all of the dedicated Catholic school 
administrators, teachers, priests, and support organizations who work 
tirelessly to build and sustain quality Catholic schools across the 
Nation. 

     The theme of this year’s National Catholic Schools Week is 
“Catholic Schools: Communities of Faith, Knowledge, and Service.”  I 
appreciate the many ways in which Catholic schools nurture devotion, 
impart wisdom, and minister to the 2 million students who enter their 
halls every day and to the diverse communities they serve. 

     Congratulations for the tremendous work you have done to educate 
our Nation’s youth each and every day. Your continued and sustained 
eff orts are vital to our success and prosperity as a country.

    Sincerely,

    DONALD J. TRUMP

President Donald J. Trump 
recognizes national

Catholic Schools Week
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Observation days foster development, collaboration among 
Catholic school teachers
by Dan Rossini
The Prairie Catholic

MORGAN – Teachers at St. 
Raphael School in Springfi eld 
could have enjoyed a well-
deserved break from their 
classrooms on Martin Luther 
King Day. Instead, they traveled 
15 miles north to spend the day 
with teachers and students at St. 
Michael School in Morgan.

The Jan. 16 event was the 
second in a two-part exercise, 
which began when St. Michael’s 
teachers joined St. Raphael’s 
teachers and students for a day 
last October. The success of 
that day heightened teachers’ 
enthusiasm for the return visit.

“I was really excited to do it, 
because being fresh in the fi eld, 
it’s kind of an experience seeing 
how someone who’s been doing it 
for a long time runs their room,” 
said fi rst-year instructor Joachim 
Ferk, who teaches a combined 
fi fth- and sixth-grade classroom 
at St. Michael.

“I learned so much just from that 
one day of observing another 
teacher, just seeing how she did 
everything,” he said.

Ferk was paired with St. 
Raphael’s Sheila Forster, who 
also teaches fi fth and sixth 
graders together. An alumna of 
the school with nearly 40 years 
of experience, she has observed 
many classrooms throughout 
the years, but says she still 
appreciates the opportunity to 
share ideas with others.

“Sometimes you can get caught 
into one way of doing something, 
and all of a sudden, you see, yes, 
I’ve never thought of this. It’s 
that whole collaboration again, 
that whole sharing of techniques. 
So no matter what, I always learn 
every time I go into a classroom,” 
she said.

The teacher observation days 
were organized by Jennifer 
Fischer, the principal of both 
schools for the past three years. 
She’s been a big fan of teacher 
collaboration since writing her 
master’s thesis on the subject a 
few years ago.

“I had been thinking since I 
took over this position at both 
schools that it would be neat to 

be able to have the two schools 
collaborate,” she said. 

Fischer was aware that there were 
a few days in her schedule where 
teachers at one school would be 
teaching, while those at the other 
would have a non-teaching day, 
like an in-service.

“I don’t want the teachers 
just to have to go to meetings 
all day,” or spend the day on 
administrative tasks when they’re 
not in the classroom, she said. “I 
want them to get out and learn 
new things.”

The two schools’ similar class 
structure also facilitated the 
observation days. Both have 
combined classrooms for fi rst 
and second grade, third and 
fourth grade, and fi fth and 
sixth grade. St. Michael’s lone 
kindergartener attends with fi rst 
and second graders, while St. 
Raphael has separate programs 
for 3-year-olds, 4-year-olds, and 
kindergarteners.

Both schools are small, with 70 
kids attending St. Raphael and 32 
at St. Michael.

Fischer’s decision to begin the 
observation days this school 
year crystalized after a diocesan 
principals’ meeting in September. 
At the meeting, Catholic 
Schools director Karla Cross 
led a discussion on how the 
group could continue to foster 
professional relationships among 
teachers at specifi c grade levels, 
after having pursued a number 
of collaborative initiatives in 
previous years.

Past professional development 
days where teachers at a specifi c 
grade level would come together 
were benefi cial, but required 
schools to get substitutes and 
teachers sometimes to travel long 
distances.

For these reasons, the group 
gravitated toward having 
individual teachers observe 
teachers at nearby schools for a 
day to learn from the experience.

Principals would be responsible 
to make sure that a certain 
percentage of their teachers were 
able to go on observation days 
during the year. Fischer then took 
the idea one step further, pairing 
her two schools.

“As a principal, I found teachers 
often to be hesitant to go into 
another’s room. They don’t 
want to feel like another person 
thinks they’re judging them. And 
they don’t want to be judged in 
return,” said Cross, explaining 
the advantage of Fischer’s 
approach. So if everyone is doing 
it, there’s safety in numbers, she 
said.

Cross emphasized that the 
aim of teacher observation is 
professional development, not 
evaluation. “It helps them to 
build a level of trust with their 
colleagues, and in building that 
trust, to know that they can learn 
from one another and share 
best practices, and that they can 
grow and learn in their own 
profession,” she said.

“Sometimes you do get set in 
your ways – I get set in my 
ways,” said Fischer. “I get steered 
into the right direction through 
my (diocesan) principal meetings 
and sharing ideas there. The 
teachers don’t have that.”

Teachers do attend workshops 
and conferences, but they’re 
not as eff ective. “I do lots of 
workshops, webinars and things, 
and there have been many times 

where I have gone and spent 
all this money and drove to the 
Cities to go to a workshop and 
get maybe one thing out of it,” 
said Forster.

“This is more personable. It’s fun 
to see the interaction between 
the teacher and the children – the 
whole school environment,” she 
said.

Ferk added that he attended a 
workshop at the start of the year 
that was packed with information. 
However, “it’s one thing to go 
and sit and listen to someone talk, 
versus to actually see someone 
doing what they’re saying,” he 
said.
 
Ferk and Forster agreed that there 
was great value in being able to 
ask questions and bounce ideas 
back and forth.

Fischer would like to see the 
practice of teacher observations 
continue to grow and expand. She 
said she’d like to see her teachers 
benefi t from collaboration with 
other schools, such as St. Mary 
in Tracy, another small school 
with a similar class structure, or 
even perhaps a larger school, like 
St. Mary in Sleepy Eye or St. 
Anthony in New Ulm.

“Next year I’d like to advance 
it more,” she said. “There’s 
just so much opportunity to 
learn through seeing it, through 
watching. I wouldn’t mind going 
and shadowing a principal for 
a day, to see how they handle 
certain situations.”

Joachim Ferk (left), a fi rst-year teacher at St. Michael School in Morgan, reads out words for his 
students to spell on the whiteboard as Sheila Forster, a teacher at St. Raphael in Springfi eld, looks 
on. Forster was visiting Ferk’s classroom as part of a teacher observation day organized by Jennifer 
Fischer, principal of the two schools. Both Forster and Ferk have combined fi fth- and sixth-grade 
classrooms.                                                                                                        (Photo by Dan Rossini)

NOTICE OF STUDENT 
NONDISCRIMINATORY 

POLICY

The Catholic schools of the 
Diocese of New Ulm admit 
students of any race, color, 
nationality, or ethnicity to all 
their programs and activities, 
and accord them all the rights 
and privileges that proceed 
from enrollment. They do 
not discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, nationality, or 
ethnicity in the administration 
of their educational policies, 
admissions policies, 
scholarship and loan programs, 
and athletic and other school-
administered programs. A list 
of schools to which this policy 
applies can be found on the 
diocesan website, www.dnu.
org.
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by Catholic News Agency

HOUSTON – Pope Francis’ 
teaching on marriage aims to 
help people in diffi  cult family 
situations without departing from 
the broader context of Catholic 
teaching, Bishop Steven J. Lopes 
of the Personal Ordinariate of 
St. Peter has explained in a new 
pastoral letter.

“Only a careful and faithful 
reading of ‘Amoris Laetitia’ 
will ensure that we receive the 
Holy Father’s words with the 
gratitude and respect due them, 
safeguarding this beautiful 
refl ection from those who would 
misuse it to promote practices at 
odds with the Church’s teaching,” 
he wrote Jan. 16 in “A Pledged 
Troth.”

The bishop cautioned against 
a reading of the pope’s 2016 
apostolic exhortation “Amoris 
Laetitia” based on secular media 
reports.
“As we navigate the joy and pain 
of family life, including obstacles 
and challenges that seem, at 
times, insurmountable, we know 
that we have a Savior who has 
gone ahead of us, has suff ered 
as we have, and promises that 
nothing can separate us from his 
love and mercy,” he said.

The bishop cited the exhortation’s 
presentation of marriage as “an 
image for understanding the 
mystery of God himself” as “a 
communion of love.”

Bishop Lopes’ Houston-based 
ordinariate, which covers the 
United States and Canada, is a 
special Church jurisdiction set 
up by Pope Benedict XVI to 
aid Anglican communities who 
entered into full communion 
with the Catholic Church while 
retaining certain elements of their 
liturgy and other customs.

The bishop’s pastoral letter 
refl ects on the ordinariate’s 
marriage rite, in which spouses 
pledge “a deep, exclusive loyalty 
and lifelong faithfulness.”

The marriage rite for the husband 
includes the words “to love and 
to cherish, till death us do part, 
according to God’s holy law.” 

A valid marriage is “irrevocable” 
and not even the Church has the 
power to contravene it, said the 
bishop, citing the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church.

Don’t misuse Pope Francis’ plan for Christian marriage, bishop urges

(Continued on page 11)

Couples to mark signifi cant wedding anniversaries in 2017

73 years
Eugene and Eileen (Wenisch) 
Sell were married July 22, 1944. 
They are members of Sacred 
Heart, Murdock.

73 years
Lawrence and Caroline 
(Kamrath) King were married Jan. 
12, 1944. They are members of St. 
Mary, Willmar.

Paul and Elaine (Phelan) Miller 
were married July 5, 1947. They 
are members of St. Peter, Canby.

70 years

Peter and Irene (Vereruysse) 
Labat were married Feb. 12, 
1947. They are members of Holy 
Redeemer, Marshall.

70 years
Leon and MaryAnn (Kleff man) 
Schueller were married June 26, 
1951. They are members of St. 
James, Dawson.

66 years
Laverne and Alice (Van 
Derostyne) Kack were married 
May 4, 1948. They are members 
of St. Peter, Canby.

69 years69 years
Gene and Dorothy (Domeier)
Caven were married Sept. 22, 
1948. They are members of St. 
John, Morton.

Francis and Delores (Ertz) 
Arends were married June 21, 
1952. They are members of St. 
Edward, Minneota.

65 years
Harry and Lynette (Rinke) 
Fischer were married July 16, 
1952. They are members of Holy 
Rosary, Graceville.

65 years
Marvin and Louise (Mohrman) 
Kiel were married May 17, 
1952. They are members of Holy 
Redeemer, Marshall.

65 years
Raymond and Delores (Hurd) 
Devos were married Oct. 7, 1952. 
They are members of St. Edward, 
Minneota.

65 years

NEW ULM – The Prairie 
Catholic congratulates Catholic 
couples of the diocese who 
will be celebrating a signifi cant 
wedding anniversary (65 years 
or beyond) this year. The years 
displayed represent the years 
married as of their anniversary 
date in 2017.

National Marriage Week (Feb. 
7-14) and World Marriage Day 
(Feb. 12) provide an opportunity 
to celebrate the gift and blessing 
of marriage. Visit http://www.
usccb.org/issues-and-action/
marriage-and-family/national-
marriage-week.cfm for ways to 
celebrate.

Pastoral concern for divorced 
people
The pastoral letter gave particular 
attention to ordinariate members 
who may have divorced while 
part of Episcopalian or Anglican 
ecclesial communities.

“Knowing well the reality of sin 
and weakness, the Church tenderly 
accompanies those who struggle 

and fail in their attempts to live 
God’s holy law,” Bishop Lopes 
said. “Constantly encouraging that 
daily conversion by which those 
who fall, can, by God’s grace, rise 
again, the Church never abandons 
her children. No one is excluded 
from the love and mercy of God!”

Bishop Lopes noted emphasis 
of “Amoris Laetitia” on pastoral 

accompaniment of those who have 
divorced and civilly remarried. 
This process begins “in reminding 
people in this circumstance 
that they are loved by God and 
remain cherished members of the 
Church.” It continues through 
“discerning whether the irregular 
marital situation can be eff ectively 
resolved through a declaration of 
nullity of the previous marriage.”

This process can appear 
complicated or can cause fears 
of opening “old wounds best left 
alone.” The process should not be 
done alone but rather within the 
community of the Church to help a 
person “peer into diffi  cult realities 
with the strength of faith and 
Gospel truth, so that what was 
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Bishop Lopes: Pastoral discernment does not trump moral law

hurtful in the past does not infl ict 
new pain now.”

Bishop Lopes said members of 
the ordinariate who are divorced 
and remarried should speak to 
their pastor or another priest or 
deacon of trust. The bishop’s 
ordinariate does not yet have a 
marriage tribunal, but its priests 
and deacons can help the faithful 
navigate the local Catholic 
diocese’s tribunal.

Facing diffi  cult situations
Concerning cases where a 
person’s fi rst marriage was valid, 
Bishop Lopes cited both “Amoris 
Laetitia” and St. John Paul 
II’s 1981 apostolic exhortation 
“Familiaris Consortio.” The 
entire community of the faithful 
must be attentive to a couple’s 
situation and ensure that they 
do not consider themselves 
separated from the Church. 
The community must help the 
couple and any of their children 
experience the Church “as a 

mother who welcomes them 
always.”

The bishop cited Pope Francis’ 
exhortation, which said a 
lukewarm attitude or any 
relativism would be “a lack of 
fi delity to the Gospel and also of 
love on the part of the Church.”

“To show understanding in the 
face of exceptional situations 
never implies dimming the light 
of the fuller ideal, or proposing 
less than what Jesus off ers to 

the human being,” the pope’s 
exhortation said.

The pope warned against hasty 
judgements about individuals 
and encouraged treating the weak 
with compassion.

Pastoral discernment with the 
divorced-and-remarried must 
avoid the “grave danger” of 
misunderstandings, including the 
idea that “any priest can quickly 
grant ‘exceptions’,” according to 
“Amoris Laetitia.”

Bishop Lopes explained that 
the prohibition against adultery 
“admits of no exceptions.” As 
“Familiaris Consortio” says, 
discernment does not allow us 
to “look on the law as merely 
an ideal to be achieved in the 
future” and there are not diff erent 
degrees of God’s law for diff erent 
individuals and situations.

Priority on marriage
More and more, married couples 
forget to place priority on 
marriage, which results in “getting 
to a point where couples don’t 
even know each other anymore,” 
said Craig Wetter of Lamberton, 
who organizes WWME weekends 
with his wife Barb.

The WWME weekends 
specifi cally encourage better 
marital communication and skill-
building in listening to one another 
in the midst of a busy world, the 
couple said.

“All the time, we hear people say 
they wish they had gone years 
earlier,” Barb said. “If you can 
better your marriage, you’re also 
bettering your family.”

The Wetters attended their fi rst 
WWME weekend in Mankato in 
November 1988.

“It was incredible,” Barb said. 
After four years of marriage, the 
weekend helped to rekindle the 
love they felt for each other. They 
were so inspired that they began 
helping with the movement the 
following April.

The Wetters’ role as volunteers has 
evolved over time; now they are 
leaders for the southern Minnesota 
WWME team. “We consider it a 
ministry of ours,” Barb said. “We 
really feel it is God’s calling to 
us.”

Dynamics of a weekend
During the encounters, three 
couples and a priest share their 
life stories with participating 
married couples, incorporating tips 
for building relationships. After 
participants listen to the stories, 
each couple is given time together 
to privately refl ect and share 
reactions with one another, the 

Wetters explained.

“We share our meals together, but 
for the most part it’s designed to 
be a private weekend between a 
husband and wife,” Craig said.

While off ered in various locations 
in the diocese and surrounding 
areas, WWME programming is 
independent of the diocese and 
managed by volunteers. Encounter 
weekends take place in all 50 
states and in 90 countries, Barb 
explained, and the movement as a 
whole celebrates its 50th birthday 
next year.

Sr. Candace Fier, director of 
the Offi  ce of Family Life for 
the Diocese of New Ulm, said 
the encounter weekends are 
excellent examples of the kinds 
of enrichment couples need to 

maintain strong marriages.

Just as people take time to 
maintain health, with good diets 
or exercise regimes, marriages 
also need this sort of attention, she 
explained. “I really see marriage 
enrichment as something we want 
to encourage in the diocese,” she 
said.

The Wetters said the weekend 
organizers try to be sensitive to the 
challenges that young couples with 
families might face in the logistics 
of attending a weekend. Weekend 
leaders often have networks of 
couples who are willing to help 
other couples with babysitting 
and fi nding childcare – it’s just a 
matter of asking for help.

Lemons to lemonade
Last year, Celestine and Jacob 

Stang learned about a February 
encounter weekend at Shalom Hill 
Farm in Windom. The Stangs, 
who live in the St. Cloud area 
with their three young children, 
had been married for 11 years 
and reached a point where they 
knew their marriage needed some 
strengthening.

“We knew we needed an encounter 
with God, and that’s exactly 
what the WWME weekend gave 
us,” Celestine said. “God works 
in mysterious ways and has an 
incredible way of turning lemons 
into lemonade.”

The weekend gave the couple 
tools to work on their day-to-day 
relationship and provided inspiring 
perspectives and experiences from 
other couples, Celestine said. “It 
was exactly what we needed,” 
she added. “It was a powerful 
weekend.”

Jacob re-proposed to Celestine at 
the end of the weekend, and the 
couple renewed their vows with 
family in the summer of 2016 in 
Redwood Falls where they were 
married, complete with Celestine’s 
original wedding dress and silk 
fl owers. Their children did the 
readings and their daughters wore 
the original fl ower girl dresses 
Celestine’s mother made.

Inclusive participation
WWME weekends are open to all 
denominations, Barb explained. 
They are “designed to help make 
good marriages better,” she said, 
with couples being anywhere from 
newlyweds to people having been 
married for decades.

Encounters are also open to priests 
and religious sisters, to give them 
better insight into what contributes 
to healthy marriages and help 
them serve those in married 
relationships.

Fr. Mark Mallak, associate 
pastor for the Holy Family 
Area Catholic Community, with 
parishes in Granite Falls, Clara 
City, Montevideo, and Dawson, 
attended a marriage encounter 
weekend in 2013 and is now a 
volunteer and chaplain for the 
southern Minnesota section of 
WWME.

“Every age of human existence 
has its challenges,” he said. “The 
power of good and evil plays out 
in our hearts and choices, and in 
the world around us.” Married 
couples can fi nd grace for the 
journey, and even though there 
may be battles along the way, they 
can have confi dence the war is 
won through a shared victory in 
Christ, he said.

For Miki, the cherished eff ect 
of an encounter weekend on her 
marriage to Sam will be long 
remembered. She will forever 
treasure “the beauty of that 
weekend.”

Jacob and Celestine Stang were so inspired by a Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter weekend that they attended in February 2016 
that they decided to hold a ceremony to renew their wedding 
vows before family and friends in June.  Celestine wore her 
original wedding dress and the couple’s daughters, Roslyn (left, 7) 
and Carrine (3) wore original fl ower girl dresses. Son Andray (8) 
dressed up to complement his father.               (Contributed photo)

WWME helps couples put priority on marriage
(Continued from page 1) Upcoming 

Encounter Weekends
– Feb. 17-19, Windom
– April 21-23, Hutchinson
– Nov. 17-19, Windom

A $75 application fee holds a 
spot. Donations are requested 
at the start and end of the 
weekends.

For more information about 
WWME opportunities in the 
Diocese of New Ulm, call 
507-227-8229. For information 
about these weekends and 
others held outside the diocese, 
visit http://www.wwme.org/
fi nd-a-weekend.
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by Deacon Mike McKeown

Being generous with God and 
others can be diffi  cult. I like 
watching the response of little 
children because the way they 
respond to adults is often how 
we respond to God.

When one of my 
granddaughters was two, I 
gave her a little plastic cup of 
cheerios. When I held out my 
hand and asked her to share, she 
screamed, “AAAAAH!” Then 
she held the cup at her side and 
defi antly shouted, “MINE!”

Many times our response is 
similar. God gives us everything 
and when he asks for just 
a portion in return, we can 
struggle to respond.

God is generous with us, but 
he knows that the good things 
he gives us can become ends 
in themselves, so he calls us 
to dedicate a portion of our 
time, a portion of our talents, 
and a portion of our fi nances 
to further his kingdom. It’s 
called stewardship, and it can be 
diffi  cult at times!

Giving our treasure
I remember when my wife 
Gina and I fi rst got married, 
we decided to give 10 percent 
of our income to the Church 
and other charitable causes. 
Then we bought our fi rst house 
and had our fi rst baby. With 
the new mortgage and extra 
bills, suddenly that 10 percent 
seemed pretty steep.

Just like a two year old, 
when I thought about that 10 
percent commitment, my fi rst 
response was fear – inside I was 
screaming “AAAAAH!” Then 
I felt a defi ant voice rising up 
inside me saying, “MINE!”

But as we prayed about it, we 
decided to trust God to provide 
and carry through on our 
commitment. After all, it was 
all his; he was only asking for 
a portion of it for his kingdom. 
We’ve tithed for over 33 years 
and even though 
money has been 
tight at times, 
God has always 
been there for us 
fi nancially. 

Tithing takes 
commitment. It’s 
important to make a 

conscious decision to giving a 
certain amount or percentage of 
our income back to God. If we 
don’t make a commitment, it’s 
too easy to forget and slide into 
complacency while we let other 
people do the contributing. 

Giving our talent
St. Paul tells us that the Holy 
Spirit has given each of us gifts 
to build up the body of Christ. 
We have all been blessed with 
particular talents. Some of these 
talents are natural and some are 
spiritual.

In his letter to the Romans, St. 
Paul describes some of those 
gifts: sharing God’s Word, 
teaching, and encouraging 
people, and gifts of service, 
cheerfulness, and hospitality.

We don’t have to possess 
super gifts or be the very 
best at something in order to 
contribute. Every one of us has 
particular talents and God is 
asking us to devote those talents 
to his purposes. 

Giving our time
Devoting our talents and a 
portion of our fi nances can be 
diffi  cult, but the hardest seems 
to be giving of our time.

Did you realize that if we 
devoted 15 minutes to connect 
with God each day, that would 
only amount to 1 percent of our 
day? Can we say that we really 
love God if we aren’t giving 
him 1 percent of our time in 
prayer?

Prayer is a responsibility, but 
it’s also a tremendous blessing. 
It brings Jesus into the activities 
and decisions of our daily 
life. 
 
I’d like to challenge you to ask 
yourself, “Am I being generous 
with my time, talent, and 
treasure? Am I a good steward 
of the gifts God has given 
me?” If you’re married, discuss 
it with your spouse, or pray 
about it as a family. How are 
we responding to God’s call to 
faithful stewardship?

Editor’s note: Deacon 
Mike McKeown is 
director of Development 
and Healing Ministry for 
the Diocese of New Ulm.

Trustful stewardship

by Ronda Mathiowetz
DCCW President

Hopefully spring will be in the air 
soon because the Region CCW 
Boards have been busy praying, 
planning, and preparing to host 
their 2017 spring gatherings! Get 
your calendars out and plan to 
attend the upcoming events in 
your region.

In the spirit of spring and new 
growth, the New Ulm Diocesan 
Council of Catholic Women 58th 
annual convention will be held 
on Saturday, April 29. This year’s 
host parish will be the Church of 
St. Mary in Sleepy Eye.

Keynote speaker Cari Donaldson 
will share her story of how God 
works in her marriage and the 
many blessings she received once 
she opened herself to God’s will 
in her life.

The day will be fi lled with 
meeting old and new friends, 
learning, and most importantly, 
celebrating Mass together.

Get your calendars out!
March and April bring spring gatherings, annual convention 

by Doreen Peterson
DCCW Scholarship Coordinator

There is still time! Help is still 
available! The New Ulm Diocesan 
Council of Catholic Women is 
here for you. All you have to do is 
ask – by applying for one of our 
scholarships!

Annually we sponsor a very 
unique scholarship program. 
Money is available to local CCW 
groups and parish members 
involved in various parish 
ministries. The scholarship fund 
is intended to help with the 
registration cost of attending 
workshops, conferences, seminars, 
classes, or courses.

Consider attending a Catholic 
convention. We will help pay 
some of those expenses. Think of 
the positive things you could do 
with the fi nancial aid available.  

We are constantly challenged 
to grow in our faith and to help 

others in their faith journey. Let’s 
make 2017 the year we put God 
in fi rst place. Consider bringing 
in a speaker for one of your CCW 
meetings, or purchasing a Bible 
study series or CDs that could 
aid your members in learning 
more about what it means to be 
Catholic. We want the scholarship 
program to be a benefi t to as many 
people as possible. We need strong 
Catholics!

All parish CCWs have been given 
a packet of information on the 
scholarship program. Contact 
one of your board members for 
the application or go online to 
the NUDCCW website at http://
nudccw.org/blog/2016/09/10/
scholarship-information-and-
application/ to print out an 
application.

We encourage all members to 
apply. Remember, one of the 
requirements is that your parish 
CCW must donate some monies 
to this program for their parish 

members to be considered for a 
scholarship.

We do rely on generous donations 
from the local parish CCWs and, 
of course, need applicants in order 
to continue to have this program 
be a success. Our thanks to all of 
the parishes who are so generous 
in their giving, which allows this 
program to continue to be a vital 
part of our organization.

To be considered for a scholarship 
at the April 2017 NUDCCW 
convention, please send in all 
completed applications and parish 
donations so that they are received 
no later than March 1, 2017. 
Send your application to Doreen 
Peterson, 400 E. Lyon Street, 
Marshall, MN 56258.

If you have any questions, contact 
Doreen Peterson, NUDCCW 
scholarship coordinator, 
at 507-532-3316; e-mail: 
deananddoreen@live.com.

DCCW scholarship program helps women 
to become stronger Catholics

Region 1
Thursday, March 16
Cathedral, New Ulm
Speaker: Heartland Girls Ranch
“The NUDCCW 2016-2017 
Service Project”
Beth Zabel, President
507-359-5101

Region 2
Thursday, March 9
St Joseph, Lamberton
Speaker: Deacon Mike 
McKeown
“Unbound from the Offi  ce of 
Healing Ministry”
Julie Kramer, President
507-762-3488

Region 3
Tuesday, March 7
Ss. Peter and Paul, Ivanhoe
Speaker: Karen Schwaller
“Farming With Faith”
Jane Steff es, President
507-694-1476

Region 4
Tuesday, April 4
St Mary, Beardsley
Speaker: Heartland Girls Ranch
“The NUDCCW 2016-2017 
Service Project”
Judy Hoff er, President
320-264-5228

Region 5
Monday, March 20
Sacred Heart, Franklin
Speaker: Deacon Mike 
McKeown
“Unbound from the Offi  ce of 
Healing Ministry”
Donna Hanlon, President
507-557-2441

Region 6
Saturday, March 11
Holy Family, Silver Lake
Speaker:  TBD
Lori Dahlberg, President
320-587-3581

2017 Spring Gatherings

The schedule for all gatherings is registration at 5:30 p.m., 
Mass at 6 p.m., meal at 6:45 p.m., and speaker at 7:30 p.m.
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professor at the University of 
Notre Dame, called the judge “a 
superb nominee to the Supreme 
Court” and added that “he is a
brilliant and careful jurist, and he 
has an especially strong record 
in cases involving religious 
freedom.”

President Trump announced 
Tuesday, Jan. 31, his selection 
of Judge Gorsuch, currently on 
the U.S. Tenth Circuit Court of 
Appeals, to fi ll the vacancy on the 
Supreme Court, which has existed 
since the death of Justice Antonin 
Scalia one year ago.

“Judge Gorsuch has a superb 
intellect, an unparalleled legal 
education, and a commitment 
to interpreting the Constitution 
according to its text. He will make 
an incredible Justice as soon as 
the Senate confi rms him,” Trump 
stated.

Gorsuch is an Episcopalian, and if 
confi rmed by the U.S. Senate, he 
would alter the religious balance 
of the Court, which currently 
features fi ve Catholic and three 
Jewish justices. 

He attended Columbia University 
and Harvard Law School, and 
earned his doctorate at Oxford 
University, “where he was 
supervised by the internationally 
acclaimed philosopher of law 
and theorist of natural law and 
natural rights John Finnis,” said 
Robert George, Princeton law 
professor and former chair of the 
U.S. Commission on International 
Religious Freedom.

A Marshall Scholar, Gorsuch 
clerked for Supreme Court 
Justices Byron White and 
Anthony Kennedy, worked at 
the Department of Justice as the 
principal deputy associate attorney 
general, and was nominated to the 
Tenth Circuit by President George 
W. Bush in 2006.

In his time on the Tenth Circuit, 
Gorsuch presided over major 
religious freedom cases like 
the cases of Hobby Lobby and 
the Little Sisters of the Poor 
against parts of the Obama 
administration’s contraception 
mandate that employers 
provide cost-free coverage for 
contraceptives, sterilizations, and 
abortifacients in employee health 
plans.

In the Hobby Lobby case, decided 
by the Supreme Court in 2014, the 
Green family-owned craft chain 
claimed that the mandate violated 
the owners’ religious beliefs 
because it forced them to provide 
coverage for drugs they considered 
to be abortifacients in employee 
health plans, and thus drugs 
they conscientiously objected to 
providing.

Gorsuch ruled in favor of Hobby 
Lobby on the Tenth Circuit. The 
Supreme Court later agreed.
The Little Sisters, meanwhile, 
claimed that the so-called 
“accommodation” off ered by 
the Obama administration to 
objecting non-profi ts to opt-out of 
the mandate still forced them to 
violate their religious beliefs.

This was because in notifying the 
government of their objection, 
with the knowledge that 
contraceptives would still be 
provided to their employees, they 
would still “facilitate access” to 
contraception, which they believed 
to be cooperation with an immoral 
act.

The Tenth Circuit ruled against 
the Little Sisters, saying that with 
the “accommodation” off ered, 
the sisters did not prove that a 
“substantial burden” was put on 
their faith by the government.

The dissent, which Judge Gorsuch 
joined, stated that “when a 
law demands that a person do 
something the person considers 
sinful, and the penalty for refusal 
is a large fi nancial penalty, then 
the law imposes a substantial 
burden on that person’s free 
exercise of religion.”

“All the plaintiff s in this case 
sincerely believe that they will be 
violating God’s law if they execute 
the documents required by the 
government. And the penalty for 
refusal to execute the documents 
may be in the millions of dollars. 
How can it be any clearer that 
the law substantially burdens 
the plaintiff s’ free exercise of 
religion?”

Pro-life leaders weigh in
Pro-life leaders also praised the 
selection of Gorsuch. Marjorie 
Dannenfelser, president of the pro-
life Susan B. Anthony List, called 
him “an exceptional choice” for 
the Supreme Court.

He is “a distinguished jurist with 

a strong record of protecting life 
and religious liberty, as evidenced 
by his opinions in the Hobby 
Lobby and Little Sisters of the 
Poor cases, and in his doctoral 
dissertation in which he wrote that 
‘human life is fundamentally and 
inherently valuable,’” she said.

Gorsuch has not ruled on specifi c 
abortion cases, but Dannenfelser 
pointed to his previous work in 
his 2006 book “The Future of 
Assisted Suicide and Euthanasia” 
where he stated that “human life 
is fundamentally and inherently 
valuable,” and also wrote that “the 
intentional taking of human life by 
private persons is always wrong.”

“I also suspect he would – quite 
rightly – view such deeply 
contested moral questions as 
properly resolved under our 
Constitution through the political 
process and not by judges,” 
Moreland said.

Pro-lifers also cited his dissent 
in the Tenth Circuit’s denial of a 
re-hearing in Planned Parenthood 
Association of Utah v. Herbert, 
after Utah Governor Gary 
Herbert’s move to defund Planned 
Parenthood was overruled in court.

His was an “important dissent” 
from the denial of a re-hearing, 
Ed Whelan, former clerk for 
Justice Scalia and president of the 
Ethics and Public Policy Center 
in Washington, D.C., noted in a 
conference call with reporters, 
saying it was “a very, very 
impressive opinion.”

When asked by BuzzFeed News if 
there was concern that he had not 
ruled specifi cally on Roe v. Wade, 
the Supreme Court decision that 
mandated legal abortion across 
the country, Whelan continued to 
affi  rm his confi dence in Gorsuch.

“How many lower court judges 
have written opinions on Roe v. 
Wade?” he asked. “I look at his 
interpretive methodology and 
his character, and that gives me 
great comfort. It takes a very 
willful judge to misread into the 
Constitution, what the Supreme 
Court did in Roe and Planned 
Parenthood v. Casey. And I don’t 
think Neil Gorsuch is that type of 
judge. He’s shown in case after 
case that he’s a serious textualist 
and originalist.”

by Fr. Aaron Johanneck

What do we mean when we 
refer to “the Holy Sacrifi ce of 
the Mass”? How is the Mass a 
sacrifi ce?

This month we continue our 
refl ections on the nature of the 
Sacred Liturgy, focusing on this 
central aspect of the reality of 
the liturgy, and 
of the Mass in 
particular. As 
we have in the 
previous months, 
we turn to the 
Second Vatican 
Council’s 
“Constitution 
on the Sacred Liturgy” or 
“Sacrosanctum Concilium” as 
our guide.

In this document the Fathers 
of the Council state, “At the 
Last Supper, on the night when 
He was betrayed, our Savior 
instituted the Eucharistic sacrifi ce 
of His Body and Blood. He did 
this in order to perpetuate the 
sacrifi ce of the Cross throughout 
the centuries until He should 
come again, and so to entrust to 
His beloved spouse, the Church, 
a memorial of His death and 
resurrection” (SC, no. 47).

Especially important here are 
the words, “to perpetuate the 
sacrifi ce of the Cross throughout 
the centuries until He should 
come again.” In the celebration of 
the Holy Eucharist, the sacrifi ce 
of Jesus on the Cross at Calvary, 
made out of love for us, is 
perpetuated.

Or we could say it is continued 
or extended throughout the ages 
from the original Holy Thursday 
and Good Friday, up to today, all 
the way to the coming of Christ 
again in glory at the end of time. 
This is an incredible reality! It is 
a truly amazing sign of the love 
that God has for us. 

Because Jesus is not only a man 
but also God, the events of his 
life are not “trapped” in the past 
as they are for us; nor are they 
bound to a particular place.

While it is true that events of my 
past can and often do have an 
impact on my present and future, 
and in this sense can “follow” 
me wherever I go, the event itself 
happened at a particular time in 

a particular place. It’s over and 
done. It happened there and then.

As God, Jesus is eternal. 
Therefore the events of his life 
are not limited by time and place. 
It is true that Jesus’ off ering of 
himself on the Cross happened 
over 2,000 years ago outside 
of the walls of Jerusalem at 
Golgotha.

However, 
through the 
liturgy instituted 
by Christ 
himself, this 
event is not 
limited to that 
specifi c time 

or place; it can 
be made present to all men and 
women no matter where and 
when they live. 

In the celebration of the Holy 
Mass, we are made present to 
Christ’s sacrifi ce on Calvary, 
and it is made present to us. At 
Mass we do not repeat Christ’s 
sacrifi ce, nor do we “re-sacrifi ce” 
him.
 
His sacrifi ce made once 
and for all is mystically and 
sacramentally, really and truly 
made present and off ered again 
through the priest who celebrates 
in persona Christi capitis (in the 
person of Christ the Head). By 
virtue of our Baptism and the 
union with Christ that it brings 
about in us, we are united to his 
sacrifi ce and made participants 
in it. 

The same Christ who off ered 
himself once in a bloody manner 
on the altar of the Cross is 
contained and off ered in an 
unbloody manner on the altars of 
our churches at Mass. At every 
Mass we go to Calvary; we are 
at the foot of the Cross where we 
behold and then receive the One 
who was pierced for our sins.

This is how the Holy Mass is a 
sacrifi ce. What a great and holy 
mystery!

Editor’s note: Fr. Aaron Johanneck 
is director of Worship for the 
Diocese of New Ulm.

At the foot of the Cross in
the Holy Sacrifi ce of the Mass

Sursum Corda
Refl ections on the Sacred Liturgy

L i f t  U p  Yo u r  H e a r t s

Gorsuch praised for protecting life and 
religious liberty
(Continued from page 1)
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by Matt Hadro
Catholic News Agency

WASHINGTON – U.S. Vice 
President Mike Pence urged 
pro-lifers to win over hearts with 
gentleness and compassion at the 
2017 March for Life Jan. 27 in 
the nation’s capital.

“So I urge you to press on,” 
Pence told the audience gathered 
on the National Mall for the rally, 
imploring them “as it is written, 
let your gentleness be evident to 
all.

“Let this movement be known 
for love, not anger,” he said, “let 
it be known for compassion, not 
confrontation.”

The pro-life movement can win 
the hearts and minds of young 
people “if our hearts fi rst break 
for young mothers and their 
unborn children, and if we each 
of us do all we can to meet them 
where they are with generosity, 
not judgment.”

The world’s largest annual pro-
life rally, the march has been 
held every year since 1974 on or 
around the Jan. 22 anniversary of 
the Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade 
decision that mandated legal 
abortion nationwide. 

Generally, the annual march 
draws hundreds of thousands of 
attendees to the nation’s capital, 
primarily young people.

Pence was the fi rst sitting vice 
president to address the March 
for Life. “I’m deeply humbled to 
stand before you today,” he told a 
cheering crowd.

“On behalf of the president of 
the United States,” he said, “we 
thank you for your stand for 
life” and “for your compassion, 
for your love of the women and 
children of America.”

“And be assured, along with you, 
we will not grow weary, we will 
not rest until we restore a culture 
of life in America for ourselves 
and for our posterity.”

Pence noted the administration’s 
reinstatement of the Mexico 
City Policy earlier in the week. 
The policy bars the reception of 
taxpayer dollars by international 
non-governmental organizations 
that perform or promote 
abortions overseas.

He promised the Trump 

Pence to pro-lifers: Win hearts with compassion and love

A young girl holds up a sign testifying to the great dignity of the 
unborn child at the national March for Life Jan. 27 in Washington, 
D.C. This year participants heard a speech by Mike Pence, the fi rst 
sitting vice president to address the annual event. 
                                                  (Photo by Jeff  Bruno/CNA)

State March for Life draws thousands to Capitol

administration “will work with 
the Congress to end taxpayer 
funding of abortion and abortion 
providers” and will reallocate 
those resources to groups that 
help women. Earlier in the week, 
the House of Representatives 

passed a bill banning taxpayer 
dollars from directly funding 
abortions.

Other scheduled speakers at the 
rally included Cardinal Timothy 
M. Dolan of New York, Trump’s 

ST. PAUL – Hundreds of faithful 
from the Diocese of New Ulm, 
including Bishop John M. LeVoir, 
joined several thousand people on 
the grounds of the state Capitol 
Sunday, Jan. 22 to witness to life 
and urge lawmakers to protect 
unborn children.

Among others, large contingents 
came from Holy Redeemer 
in Marshall, Holy Trinity in 
Winsted, and the Cathedral of the 
Holy Trinity in New Ulm.

The 44th annual state March for 
Life, organized by Minnesota 
Citizens Concerned for Life, 
marked the anniversary of the 
U.S. Supreme Court’s Jan. 22, 
1973 Roe v. Wade and Doe 
v. Bolton decisions legalizing 
abortion throughout the nine 
months of pregnancy.

These decisions have resulted in 
the deaths of more than 625,000 
unborn children in Minnesota, 
according to the Minnesota 
Department of Health, and more 
than 59 million unborn babies 
nationwide.

During the brief program 
on the steps of the Capitol, 
MCCL Treasurer Cathy Blaeser 

announced MCCL’s 2017 
legislative agenda: ban taxpayer 
funded abortions; defund Planned 
Parenthood, the state’s largest 
abortion provider; require 
licensing and inspection of 
abortion facilities; and prohibit 
abortions at the point when 

the unborn child is able to feel 
pain, which experts estimate 
conservatively at 20 weeks of 
development.

Legislative leaders in attendance 
addressed the large crowd and 
pledged their support for pro-life 

eff orts. “Your pro-life majority in 
the Minnesota Senate will work 
with MCCL to bring about the 
day when abortion is unthinkable 
in Minnesota, and mothers and 
their babies are protected,” 
said Senate President Michelle 
Fischbach.

Speaker of the Minnesota 
House Kurt Daudt said, “With 
your prayers and your work, I 
am confi dent that this year we 
can end taxpayer funding of 
abortion, we can defund Planned 
Parenthood, and we can provide 
the most basic protections for 
women by making sure that 
abortion clinics are licensed and 
inspected.”

“We must remain strong and 
we must never, never give up 
the fi ght for life,” declared 
House Majority Leader Joyce 
Peppin. “We must be unyielding, 
unwavering, and unafraid 
to continue our work to end 
abortion.”

Minnesota’s pro-life members 
of Congress Jason Lewis, Erik 
Paulsen, Tom Emmer, and Collin 
Peterson sent written greetings 
to the March, which were read to 
the crowd.

Thousands of people congregate at the state Capitol in St. Paul 
for the 44th annual March for Life on Jan. 22. State lawmakers 
and other speakers urged the crowd to pray, witness to life, and 
support legislation to end abortion on demand.
                                                                   (Photo by Chris Clancy)

advisor Kellyanne Conway, 
members of Congress, and tight 
end Benjamin Watson of the 
Baltimore Ravens of the National 
Football League.

Cardinal Dolan, in his prayer 
at the rally, thanked God for a 
country “where the dignity of 
each human person” is “a self-
evident truth.” 

“Our prayers are the more 
fervent” on this day, he said, 
noting that “our supplication this 
afternoon is the more hopeful 
as we rejoice in the solidarity 
of the hundreds of thousands” 
participating in the March.

Pence insisted that the pro-life 
movement must uphold the 
dignity of human life of all 
vulnerable persons.

“Society can be judged by how 
we care for the most vulnerable,” 
he said, pointing to the aged, 
infi rm, disabled, and unborn as 
examples. “We’ve come to a 
historic moment in the cause of 
life,” he added, and “we must 

meet this moment with respect 
and compassion for every 
American.”

“Life is winning in America,” he 
said, “and today is a celebration 
of that progress, the progress that 
we’ve made in that cause.”

Speakers at the rally also insisted 
that mothers be cared for and 
supported.

“This is a time of incredible 
promise for the pro-life, pro-
adoption movement,” Conway 
said, stressing that the pro-
life movement must help 
women “who face unplanned 
pregnancies.”

“They should know that they are 
not alone,” she said, “they too 
are protected and cared for, and 
celebrated.”

“May God bless the women who 
are struggling with unplanned 
pregnancies,” said Rep. Mia 
Love (R-Utah), “may we help 
them discover their power and 
their potential.”



by Deacon Mike McKeown

NEW ULM – The theme of this 
year’s Diocesan Ministries Appeal 
(DMA) is “A Legacy of Faith, A 
Future of Hope.” 

We have truly been blessed by the 
generosity of our parishes in this 
year’s appeal. We are currently at 
93 percent of our $1 million goal in 
terms of receipts and pledges. 

The eight ministries supported 
by the DMA help to preserve the 
legacy that we have been given 
and provide a future of hope to 
the Church of tomorrow. These 
ministries assist those needing 
spiritual and/or physical assistance, 
and nurture youth and adults in 

their faith. If you haven’t already 
made your contribution to the 
DMA, please prayerfully consider a 
gift or pledge to support these vital 
ministries. Twenty percent of each 
dollar donated will be returned to 
your parish. In addition, donors 
who give $1,000 or more will 
become members of the Bishop’s 
Guild. 

You can view this year’s DMA 
video, initiate online giving, and 
track your parish’s progress by 
visiting the diocesan website at 
www.dnu.org and clicking on the 
“Giving” link at the top right. For 
questions or assistance, contact the 
Offi  ce of Development at 507-233-
5310, or e-mail mmckeown@dnu.
org.
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Upcoming events
The annual valentine project, 
Mission of Love, sponsored by 
the Friends of San Lucas, has 
begun and runs through March 
31, 2017. Participants are asked to 
make or purchase a valentine, sign 
it (no address please), and send 
it with a $2 donation to Friends 
of San Lucas, 4679 Cambridge 
Drive, Eagan, MN 55122. With 
the donations, the charity program 
will be able to purchase corn, rice, 
beans, and school supplies which 
will be distributed to the school and 
families in need at the San Lucas 
Toliman Mission in Guatemala. For 
more information, visit the Friends 
of San Lucas website, www.
sanlucasmission.org. 

Riverbend TEC (Together 
Encountering Christ) 2017 
Stewardship Gala will be Feb. 
24, 5-11 p.m. at Max’s Grill (2423 
West Lincoln Ave.) in Olivia. Help 
congratulate this year’s winners 
of the Spirit of TEC and Light of 
Christ awards. Tickets are $25. 
Contact Jerry Langworthy at 
jerrylangworthy@hotmail.com or 
visit http://www.riverbendtec.org/
stewardship-gala/.

Virtual Learning Community for 
Faith Formation (VLCFF) Cycle 
2 will be March 5 – April 8, 2017, 
with registration closing March 1. 
Five-week and three-week courses 
are off ered. Bryan Reising, the 
diocese’s director of Religious 
Education and Adult Faith 
Formation, will off er a new course 
on the New Testament. Certifi cates 
for catechists, youth ministers, 
and social concerns committee 
members are available. For 

course information or to register, 
visit http://vlc.udayton.edu. 
Scholarships are available for those 
involved in catechetical ministry; 
contact Reising at 507-233-5324; 
breising@dnu.org, or visit https://
www.dnu.org/rescholarships/.

Rite of Election and Call to 
Continuing Conversion will be 
held on Sunday, March 5 at 3 p.m. 
at the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity 
in New Ulm. All catechumens, 
candidates, sponsors, family, and 
friends are invited to attend this 
special time of prayer with Bishop 
John M. LeVoir.

Sewing with the Sisters, an event 
to sew habits for the Handmaids 
of the Heart of Jesus, will be 
held Saturday, March 11, at the 
Handmaid’s convent, 515 North 
State St., New Ulm. Hosted by 
the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity 
Council of Catholic Women, 
this event is part of the National 
Catholic Sisters Week (March 
8-14), a component of Women’s 
History Month intended to raise 
awareness of women religious. 
Everyone is welcome. Contact 
Jackie Finstad, 507-217-6550; 
e-mail jackief@newulmtel.net. 
For more information about the 
Handmaids, visit http://www.
handmaidsoftheheartofjesus.com/.

Riverbend TEC (Together 
Encountering Christ) will host a 
retreat April 1-3 in New Ulm. TEC 
is a three-day retreat experience 
that focuses on the Paschal Mystery 
of Jesus Christ. Call 320-523-1271, 
or e-mail riverbendtec@gmail.com.

There’s still time to give to
the annual DMA

SPRINGFIELD - Bishop John M. LeVoir of the Diocese of New Ulm celebrated the diocesan World 
Day for Consecrated Life Mass at the Church of St. Raphael in Springfi eld on Jan. 21. Religious in 
attendance posed for a photo with him after Mass. In the front row are Sr. Ann Carol Kaufenberg, 
SSND (left); Sr. Karol Marie Szuba, Sisters of Mary Morning Star; and Mary Kate Wolf, ISSM. Middle 
row: Fr. Phil Schotzko, pastor of St. Raphael; Sr. Rita Wollschlager, SSND; Sr. Mary Ann Kuhn, SSND; 
Sr. Candace Fier, ISSM; and Sr. Marie Lys Penambou Mato, Sisters of Mary Morning Star. Back row: 
Sr. Shirley Steines, SSND; Sr. M. Rose Anthony Krebs, SSND; Sr. Lois Byrne, PBVM; and Bishop 
LeVoir.                                                                                                            (Photo by Chris Clancy)

Celebrating consecrated life

Five high school seniors were commissioned as Extraordinary 
Ministers of the Eucharist at St. Mary’s in Bird Island last 
December. From left are Fr. George Schmit, senior associate at St. 
Mary’s; Emily Gass; Sierra Weis; Jon Schulte; Dana Athmann; and 
McKaia Ryberg.                                                 (Contributed photo)

Seniors become Extraordinary Ministers
at St. Mary, Bird Island
BIRD ISLAND - Five seniors 
from BOLD High School were 
commissioned as extraordinary 
ministers of the Eucharist at St. 
Mary in Bird Island on Dec. 7 
in a ceremony conducted by Fr. 
George Schmit, senior associate at 
the parish.

Three more St. Mary seniors from 
BOLD’s graduating class last year 
were commissioned in February 
2016, for a total of eight within a 
year.

Marty Athmann, director of 
Religious Education at St. Mary, 
said the invitation that seniors 
receive to become Eucharistic 
ministers is part of the parish’s 
religious education program 
for that year, which “focuses 
on living our faith beyond high 
school.”

He said that during the program, 
Meg Kubesh, a co-facilitator, 
visits with students about taking a 
more active role in the parish their 
senior year.

“After her visit with them, we 
just ask if anyone would consider 
doing this for our church,” 
he said. “Not only just being 
Eucharistic ministers, but taking 
an active role in their church, 

such as being a lector, minister of 
hospitality, music leader.”

Athmann said that intent of St. 
Mary’s senior program is to get 
the students ready to go out into 
the world, putting their faith in 
practice, as good Christians.

“Many of our speakers at our 
senior program talk on how they 
have been living their faith, or 
how their faith has helped them in 

life,” he said. 

“This year one of our speakers 
talked about how active he was 
in the Newman Center on his 
campus and how that was a huge 
infl uence on his college years,” 
Athmann added. “Our hope is that 
being an active part of the church, 
putting their faith in action, will 
help them to continue living out 
their Catholic faith as they move 
into college and beyond.”
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LOS ANGELES (CNA/EWTN 
News) – When asked in a 
new interview what specifi c 
mission he has for the laity, 
Pope Francis responded with a 
frequent appeal: to go outside 
of oneself and take risks in 
evangelizing, rather than staying 
stuff ed up at home while the 
moths move in.

“Sometimes I think the best 
business we can do with many 
Christians, is to sell them 
mothballs so that they put 
them in their clothes and in 
their lives and aren’t eaten by 
moths,” the pope said in the 
interview, published Jan. 29. 

The interviewer, journalist Noel 
Díaz, had questioned the pope 
about a comment he had made 
to him on a previous occasion to 
“tell the laity to come out of the 
caves.”

When asked about the comment 
and what mission he would give 
to the laity with that image in 
mind, Francis said that many 
times Christians “are locked up 
and they are going to get eaten 
by moths.” 

“They have to go out, they have 
to go and bring the message 
of Jesus” to others, he said, 
explaining that the Good 

News is meant to be shared, not 
stored away.

By taking the Good News and 
then delivering it to others, “in 
this way I leave the cave,” he 
said, and stressed the importance 
of practicing the works of mercy, 
which are “the backbone of 
the Gospel” and what we will 
eventually be judged on.

WASHINGTON (CNA/EWTN 
News) – The U.S. House of 
Representatives passed its 
fi rst major pro-life bill of the 
new year Jan. 24, one which 
would solidify in law the current 
policy of no federal funding of 
abortions.

The bill would “protect 
Americans’ conscience rights by 
ensuring that their hard-earned 
tax dollars are not used to fund 
the destruction of innocent life,” 
Rep. Diane Black (R-Tenn.) said 
on the House Floor before the 
vote.

Federal funding for abortion 
is largely prohibited under the 
40-year-old Hyde Amendment, 
named after its original sponsor 
Rep. Henry Hyde. However, that 
amendment has to be passed by 
Congress every year as a “rider” 
to appropriations bills, clarifying 

that the taxpayer dollars cannot 
fund abortions.

The amendment enjoyed decades 
of bipartisan support. The most 
recent Democratic National 
Committee platform, however, 
called for its repeal. 

The No Taxpayer Funding for 
Abortion Act, passed Tuesday 
by a 238-183 vote and sponsored 
by Rep. Chris Smith (R-N.J.), 
would solidify this policy in 
law, so that it does not need 
to be annually reapproved by 
Congress.

It would expand on current 
protections against taxpayer 
funding of abortion to other 
areas, such as federal employee 
health plans. It would also 
extend to the Aff ordable Care 

Act, ensuring that no federal 
subsidies fund abortion 
coverage in plans off ered on the 
exchanges.

A 2014 report by the 
Government Accountability 
Offi  ce found loopholes where 
insurers were not following the 
protocol to make sure abortions 
were billed and itemized 
separately from other health 
coverage paid for by federal 
subsidies, leaving open the 
possibility that federal dollars 
were funding abortions.

“More than 20 peer-reviewed 
studies show that more than two 
million people are alive today 
because of Hyde,” Rep. Smith 
stated Jan. 24.
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 Catholic Charities Counseling Services
                                  off ered in

 H , M , N  U ,  W
Providing: Individual, Marriage, and Family 
Counseling; Pregnancy Counseling, Adoption, Project 
Rachel, and Respect Life Resources; Parish and 
Community Response; Transition and Grief Services. 
Referred Services include: Immigration, Financial 
Counseling, and Guardianship Resources.

Call toll-free 866-670-5163, e-mail pkral@dnu.org
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