
well-known Catholic journalist 
John Allen. His ground-breaking 
2013 book, “The Global War on 
Christians: Dispatches from the 
Front Lines of Anti-Christian 
Persecution,” chronicled waves of 
physical violence, discrimination, 
and harassment against Christians 
in many regions of the globe and 
grappled with their scope.

At 7 p.m. on March 7 at the 
Church of St. Catherine in 
Redwood Falls, Allen will present 
the Diocese of New Ulm’s 
annual Bishop Lucker Lecture. 
In his talk, “Blessed Are Those 
Who Are Persecuted: Today’s 
Christian Martyrs and How We 
Can Respond,” he will share key 
insights from his book as well as 
a subsequent world tour to gather 
individual stories of those who are 

being persecuted.

Allen is well regarded in the 
United States and abroad for his 
reporting excellence. He spent 16 
years as senior correspondent for 
the National Catholic Reporter 
focusing on the Vatican. He now 
serves as an associate editor of 
The Boston Globe and its Crux 
Web site. He is also CNN’s senior 
Vatican analyst. 

To provide a glimpse of the topics 
he might address in his talk, Allen 
gave a phone interview to Prairie 
Catholic editor-in-chief Dan 
Rossini on Feb. 1.

Tell us why this topic is so 
important, because Christian 
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Catholic journalist John Allen to deliver Bishop Lucker Lecture on March 7
Anti-Christian persecution to be the topic at annual diocesan event

by Matt Hadro
Catholic News Agency

WASHINGTON – Kalief 
Browder was 16 years old 
when he entered the notorious 
Rikers Island prison in New 
York, awaiting trial for allegedly 
stealing a backpack.

He stayed in solitary confi nement 
almost two years as his family 
couldn’t pay his bail, enduring 
beatings by the guards and 
fellow prisoners and attempting 
suicide multiple times. He was 
later released, but last June he 
committed suicide at age 22.

When President Obama on Feb. 
1 announced new limits on the 
use of solitary confi nement in 
federal prisons, he began with 
Browder’s story. The Jan. 28 
executive action ending solitary 
confi nement for juveniles in 
federal prisons, among other 
actions, has refl ected a growing 
chorus of religious and political 
voices asking for the reform of 
America’s prison system, and of 
solitary confi nement in particular.

Last July, Obama had asked the 
Justice Department to review the 
use of solitary confi nement in 

President Obama’s executive action refl ects growing 
opposition to solitary confi nement

(Continued on page 4)

Robotics is fun!
Students Adrienne Simpson, Anna Timmerman, and Ethan Van 
Hauwaert of Holy Redeemer Catholic School in Marshall show off 
their fi nal project at the end of last year’s robotics course. Catholic 
schools across the diocese are initiating and expanding robotics 
programs to meet the growing interests of their students. The 
Prairie Catholic takes a closer look at this trend to mark Catholic 
Schools Week, celebrated Jan. 31 – Feb. 6.                         See page 6.

NEW ULM – Anti-Christian 
persecution: We hear about it 
sporadically in news reports from 
the Middle East.

An ISIS video shows Egyptian 
Christian captives being brutally 
beheaded on a beach in Libya. A 
car bomb goes off near a Church in 
Bagdad as worshippers are leaving 
on Christmas Day, killing dozens 
of people. A Protestant pastor is 
imprisoned in Iran for allegedly 
organizing religious gatherings in 
private homes.

Such stories have gradually 
become familiar. Yet few of us 
are aware that the persecution of 
Christians is now a world-wide 
epidemic.

Bringing light to this story is (Continued on page 8)

President Barack Obama participates in a conversation on criminal 
justice reform fl anked by Bill Keller (left) of The Marshall Project and 
Charlie Beck of the Los Angeles Police at the White House on Oct. 
22, 2015. The president’s Jan. 28 executive action ended solitary 
confi nement for juveniles in federal prisons. 
                                                (Photo by Mark Wilson/Getty Images)

Catholic journalist John Allen interviews Pope Francis about the 
moral legitimacy of the use of force against ISIS on the plane ride 
back to the Vatican from Turkey on Nov. 30, 2014. Allen will speak 
on anti-Christian persecution at the Diocese of New Ulm’s annual 
Bishop Lucker Lecture at 7 p.m. on March 7 at the Church of St. 
Catherine in Redwood Falls.                             (Contributed photo)

(Contributed photo)
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by Bishop John M. Levoir

Sometimes people puzzle over 
what to do for Lent in order 
to prepare themselves for the 
celebration of Easter. They ask 
themselves what they should give 
up, what they should do, and how 
much time they should spend in 
prayer.

However, this year Pope Francis 
has provided us with a program 
for Lent. In his Bull of Indiction 
of the Extraordinary Jubilee 
of Mercy, he asked that “the 
season of Lent in this Jubilee 
Year be lived more intensely as 
a privileged moment to celebrate 
and experience God’s mercy.” 
So, he calls us to celebrate and 
experience God’s mercy this Lent.
God is constantly reaching out 

Have mercy on me, a sinner
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to us in mercy. We celebrate and 
experience God’s mercy when we 
let him reach into the deepest part 
of our souls to bring about self-
knowledge, conversion, faith, and 
a restored union with him.

Pope Francis writes that mercy 
“expresses God’s way of reaching 
out to the sinner, offering him a 
new chance to look at himself, 
convert, and believe, thus 
restoring his relationship with 
him. In Jesus crucifi ed, God 
shows his desire to draw near 
to sinners, however far they 
may have strayed from him. In 
this way he hopes to soften the 
hardened heart of his Bride” 
(“Message of His Holiness Pope 
Francis for Lent 2016”).

For mercy to be received and 
one’s heart to be softened, all 
one has to do is simply ask God 
to please “have mercy on me, a 
sinner.” God’s mercy received and 
accepted changes us and brings 
about a converted and new heart 
in us. Having our hearts renewed 
by God is essential to mercy, but 
mercy requires more. Having 
experienced God’s mercy, we are 
then strengthened and equipped to 
show mercy.

Mercy received and shown is 
mercy in the fullest sense of the 

word. The pope writes, “God’s 
mercy transforms human hearts; it 
enables us, through the experience 
of a faithful love, to become 
merciful in turn. In an ever new 
miracle, divine mercy shines 
forth in our lives, 
inspiring each 
of us to love our 
neighbor and to 
devote ourselves 
to what the 
Church’s tradition 
calls the spiritual 
and corporal works of mercy.”

So, celebrating and experiencing 
God’s mercy means to refresh 
our knowledge and practice of 
the spiritual and corporal works 
of mercy, especially during 
this season of Lent. The seven 
corporal works of mercy are: 
Feed the hungry, give drink to the 
thirsty, clothe the naked, visit the 
imprisoned, shelter the homeless, 
visit the sick, and bury the dead.

In his Lenten message, Pope 
Francis reminds us that “in the 
corporal works of mercy we touch 
the fl esh of Christ in our brothers 
and sisters who need to be fed, 
clothed, sheltered, visited.” 
The seven spiritual works of 
mercy are: Admonish the sinner, 
instruct the ignorant, counsel the 
doubtful, comfort the sorrowful, 

bear wrongs patiently, forgive 
all injuries, and pray for the 
living and dead. The Holy 
Father reminds us that “in the 
spiritual works of mercy – 
counsel, instruction, forgiveness, 

admonishment, and prayer – we 
touch more directly our own 
sinfulness.”

The corporal and spiritual works 
of mercy go together as Pope 
Francis reminds us. We can’t have 
one set without the other. “The 
corporal and spiritual works of 
mercy must never be separated. 
By touching the fl esh of the 
crucifi ed Jesus in the suffering, 
sinners can receive the gift of 
realizing that they too are poor 
and in need.”

We are given the mission of 
touching the fl esh of Christ in our 
brothers and sisters, and the gift 
of recognizing our own sinfulness 
in Baptism and in “touching” the 
fl esh of Christ in the Eucharist.

A powerful, yet gentle way of 

REDWOOD FALLS – Bishop 
John M. LeVoir of the Diocese 
of New Ulm gathered with 
representatives of several 
Christian denominations in 
southwest and west-central 
Minnesota for an Ecumenical 
Celebration of the Word of 
God on Sunday, Jan. 24 at First 
Presbyterian Church in Redwood 
Falls. The service marked the 
annual Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity, Jan. 18-24. This 
year’s theme was “Called to 
Proclaim the Mighty Acts of the 
Lord” (cf. 1 Pt 2:9). 

Shown in the photo are Sr. 
Anna Mary Swanson, ACJ 
(left) and Sr. Myriam Rose 
Shaffer, ACJ, of the diocese’s 
Worship Offi ce, who helped 
plan the event. Next to them 
are religious leaders Bishop 
Jon Anderson, Southwestern 
Minnesota Synod, Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America, 
Redwood Falls; Pastor Marcus 

Kendall, Cornerstone Christian 
Church, Redwood Falls; Bishop 
LeVoir; Ruling Elder Elona 
Street-Stewart, Synod of Lakes 
and Prairies, Presbyterian 
Church (USA), Eagan, Minn.; 
Pastor Rick Carus, Presbytery 
of Minnesota Valleys (PCUSA), 
Willmar; Pastor Pamela Prouty, 
Presbytery of Minnesota 
Valleys (PCUSA), Redwood 
Falls; Pastor Bryant Kaden, 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
(ELCA), Redwood Falls; 
and Pastor Scott Prouty, First 
Presbyterian Church, Redwood 
Falls. Not pictured is Pastor Jan 
Redman, First United Methodist 
Church, Redwood Falls.

For a gallery of photos from the 
service, visit the diocese’s Web 
site, www.dnu.org/ecumenical-
prayer-service.                                                                

Bishop LeVoir unites with Christian leaders 
for annual ecumenical prayer service

allowing God to reach into our 
lives and bring about a conversion 
of heart is the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. With this idea 
in mind, Pope Francis has 
encouraged the celebration of the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation in 
dioceses throughout the world.

He writes: “The Initiative of 
‘24 Hours for the Lord,’ to be 
celebrated on the Friday and 
Saturday preceding the Fourth 
Week of Lent [March 4 and 
5], should be implemented in 
every diocese. So many people, 
including young people, are 
returning to the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation; through this 
experience they are rediscovering 
a path back to the Lord, living 
a moment of intense prayer and 
fi nding meaning in their lives.

“Let us place the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation at the center 
once more in such a way that 
it will enable people to touch 
the grandeur of God’s mercy 
with their own hands. For every 
penitent, it will be a source of true 
interior peace” (“Misericordiae 
Vultus,” no. 17).

Please watch the bulletin in each 
area faith community for times 
and places for the celebration of 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
Also see the Diocese of New 
Ulm’s Web site for local 
confession times and instructions 
on how to celebrate the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation.

We are all encouraged to make 
every attempt to live this Lent in 
accordance with the program of 
Pope Francis by celebrating and 
experiencing God’s mercy.

As the Holy Father urges in his 
Lenten message: “Let us not 
waste this season of Lent, so 
favorable a time for conversion! 
We ask this through the maternal 
intercession of the Virgin Mary, 
who, encountering the greatness of 
God’s mercy freely bestowed upon 
her, was the fi rst to acknowledge 
her lowliness (cf. Lk 1:48) and 
to call herself the Lord’s humble 
servant (cf. Lk 1:38).”

“ Let us not waste this season 
of Lent, so favorable a time for 
conversion! ” – Pope Francis

(Photo by Christine Clancy)
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Fasting in the way God desires during this Jubilee Year of Mercy

 Priestly milestones in 2016
 Thank you for your many years of dedicated priestly service

65 Years
FR. EUGENE

HACKERT

55 Years
FR. JAMES BARRY

55 Years
FR. FREDERICK FINK

50 Years
FR. JOHN PEARSON

25 Years
FR. JEFFREY HOREJSI

40 Years
FR. JEROME PAULSON

35 Years
BISHOP JOHN M. 
LEVOIR

30 Years
FR. JOSEPH 
STEINBEISSER

25 Years
FR. WILLIAM

BOWLES

Listen to Bishop John M. LeVoir’s
Lent and Easter Messages

Visit weekly - www.dnu.org

Someone turns 70 this month.

Bishop John M. LeVoir!

by Deacon Mike McKeown

For many people, the start of the 
Lenten season begins with that 
age-old question, “What am I 
going to give up?”

We want it to be diffi cult enough 
to cause some slight discomfort, 
but not so diffi cult that we fi nd 
ourselves, as in previous years, 
caving in to our desires within 
the fi rst week and abandoning 
the practice altogether. If this 
experience sounds all too familiar 
to you, it may be time to look 
beyond the externals of fasting 
and consider God’s plan for a 
true fast.

The Church reminds us of our 
obligation to enter into times of 
penitence. These times are Lent 
and Fridays throughout the year 
in honor of our Lord’s death. 
During these times we are asked 
to examine our lives in relation to 
God’s will and practice interior 
penance:

“Scripture and the (Church) 
Fathers insist above all on 
three forms, fasting, prayer, 
and almsgiving, which express 
conversion in relation to oneself, 
to God and to others” (Catechism 
of the Catholic Church, no. 
1434). Fasting specifi cally helps 
us to gain mastery over the 
desires of our fl esh and to bring 
proper order to our interior life.

Fasting involves a self-emptying 
or “kenosis” in imitation of the 

self-emptying of Christ. In his 
letter to the Philippians, St. Paul 
encourages us, “Have among 
yourselves the same attitude 
that is also yours in Christ 
Jesus, who, though he was in 
the form of God, did not regard 
equality with God something to 
be grasped. Rather, he emptied 
himself, taking the form of a 
slave, coming in human likeness; 
and found human in appearance, 
he humbled himself, becoming 
obedient to death, even death on 
a cross” (2:5-8).

This voluntary renunciation by 
Christ of his divine privilege 
becomes for us the pattern and 
example for our own fasting. 
Our Lord made it clear to us 
that if we want to follow him, 
we must follow his example of 
self-emptying: “Whoever wishes 
to come after me must deny 
himself, take up his cross, and 
follow me” (Mt 16:24).

It’s a common experience in the 
Christian spiritual life that as the 
desires of our fl esh are restricted, 
either by voluntary self-denial 
or by accepting involuntary 
suffering, our spirit tends to 
thrive. Conversely, when the 
desires of our fl esh are given free 
reign, we begin to experience 
a spiritual sickness which can 
eventually result in spiritual 
death. 

As we make our annual Lenten 
resolution (or any other effort 
to grow in our relationship with 

God), we come face to face with 
our own limitations, a certain 
powerlessness in relation to the 
desires of the fl esh.

St. Paul reminds us in his letter 
to the Galatians that there is a 
spiritual war taking place inside 
each one of us: “I say, then: 
live by the Spirit and you will 
certainly not gratify the desire 
of the fl esh. For the fl esh has 
desires against the Spirit, and the 
Spirit against the fl esh; these are 
opposed to each other, so that 
you may not do what you want” 
(5:16-17). Fasting, then, becomes 
a very effective way to gain 
mastery over our fl esh in order 
that our spirit might thrive. 

It can be very easy to observe 
our obligation to fast and abstain 
from certain foods in a legalistic 
manner that follows the letter of 
the law, but deprives us of the 
spiritual benefi t. For example, 
it’s not uncommon for people 
who are abstaining from meat 
on Fridays to overindulge in an 
all-you-can-eat seafood buffet. 
We might also fall into the 
spiritual deception of believing 
that by depriving ourselves of 
our favorite food, we are earning 
God’s love or obliging him to 
answer our prayers. 

God’s plan for fasting
If done with the right disposition, 
fasting can lessen the desires 
of our fl esh and strengthen our 
interior life. But God’s plan for 
fasting goes beyond our personal 

spiritual life. It prepares us for 
authentic “self-emptying,” which 
means laying down our lives in 
service of other people and, like 
Jesus, addressing the injustices 
that we encounter in the lives of 
those around us.

After chastising his people 
for fasting with the wrong 
dispositions and intentions, God 
speaks through the prophet Isaiah 
and tells them, “Is this not, rather, 
the fast that I choose: releasing 
those bound unjustly, untying the 
thongs of the yoke, setting free 
the oppressed, breaking off every 
yoke? Is it not sharing your bread 
with the hungry, bringing the 
affl icted and the homeless into 
your house, clothing the naked 
when you see them, and not 
turning your back on your own 
fl esh” (Is 58:6-7).

True fasting always prepares 
the way for the virtue of charity, 
which expresses itself in self-
emptying – pouring out our lives 
in service of others. 

In his 2015 Lenten message, 
Pope Francis quoted St. John 
Chrysostom, who reminds us: 
“No act of virtue can be great if 
it is not followed by advantage 
for others. So, no matter how 
much time you spend fasting, no 
matter how much you sleep on a 
hard fl oor and eat ashes and sigh 
continually, if you do no good to 
others, you do nothing great.”

Addressing indifference toward 

the plight of others, Pope Francis 
also tells us, “Whenever our 
interior life becomes caught up 
in its own interests and concerns, 
there is no longer room for 
others, no place for the poor. 
God’s voice is no longer heard, 
the quiet joy of his love is no 
longer felt, and the desire to do 
good fades.”He goes on to say, 
“We end up being incapable 
of feeling compassion at the 
outcry of the poor, weeping for 
other people’s pain, and feeling 
a need to help them, as though 
all this were someone else’s 
responsibility and not our own.”
 
This is God’s wonderful plan for 
fasting. Not to lead us into self-
punishment and self-absorption, 
but to bring us to experience a 
fuller measure of his love and 
grace and to use these blessings 
to bring the compassion of Christ 
to those who are hurting.

During this Year of Mercy, in 
addition to asking ourselves, 
“What am I going to give up for 
Lent?” we might also ask, “How 
am I showing mercy with those 
who are in need?” This is the fast 
that God desires.

Editor’s note: Deacon Mike 
McKeown is director of 
Development and Healing 
Ministry for the Diocese of New 
Ulm.
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No Tengas Miedo
Ten Piedad de mí, que soy un pecador

por Obispo John M. LeVoir

En preparación para la 
celebración de la Pascua, a veces 
la gente piensa mucho sobre 
que hacer durante el tiempo 
de Cuaresma.  Se preguntan 
que deberían renunciar para 
identifi carse con Jesús y el 
sacrifi cio que hizo el viernes 
santo y por cuánto tiempo se 
debería pasar en oración.  

Este año el Papa Francisco nos 
ha facilitado con un programa 
para el tiempo de Cuaresma.  
En la Bula de Convocación 
del Jubileo, el pidió que “la 
Cuaresma de este año Jubilar 
sea vivida con mayor intensidad, 
como momento fuerte para 
celebrar y experimentar la 
misericordia de Dios.” Por 
lo tanto, esta Cuaresma 
somos llamados a celebrar y 
experimentar la misericordia de 
Dios. 

A través de la misericordia, 
Dios trata de llegar a nosotros 
constantemente.  Celebramos y 
experimentamos la misericordia 
de Dios cuando dejamos que 
Dios llegue a lo más profundo 
de nuestras almas para así 
lograr el auto-conocimiento, 
la conversión, la fe y la unión 
restaurada con él.

La Misericordia entonces 
“expresa el comportamiento 
de Dios hacia el pecador, 
ofreciéndole una posibilidad 
para examinarse, convertirse 
y creer, restableciendo de ese 
modo la relación con él.  Y, en 
Jesús crucifi cado, Dios quiere 
alcanzar al pecador incluso 
en su lejanía más extrema, 
justamente allí donde se perdió 
y se alejó de él.  Y esto lo hace 
con la esperanza de poder así, 
fi nalmente, enternecer el corazón 
endurecido de su Esposa.” 
(“Mensaje del Papa Francisco – 
Cuaresma 2016”). 

Para que la misericordia sea 
recibida y nuestro corazón se 
ablande, hay que simplemente 
suplicarle a Dios “ten piedad 
de mí, que soy un pecador.” 
La misericordia de Dios será 
recibida y aceptada y cambia y 
transforma un corazón nuevo en 
nosotros.  El corazón renovado 

por Dios es esencial para la 
misericordia, pero se requiere 
más piedad.  Después de haber 
experimentado la misericordia 
de Dios, estamos fuertes 
y preparados para enseñar 
misericordia. 

El Papa Francisco escribe, 
“La misericordia de Dios 
transforma el corazón del 
hombre haciéndole experimentar 
un amor fi el, y lo hace a su 
vez capaz de misericordia.  Es 
siempre un milagro el que la 
misericordia divina se irradie en 
la vida de cada uno de nosotros, 
impulsándonos a amar al 
prójimo y animándonos a vivir 
lo que la tradición de la Iglesia 
llama las obras de misericordia 
corporales y espirituales.” 

Por lo tanto, cuando celebramos 
y experimentamos la 
misericordia de Dios signifi ca 
renovar nuestro conocimiento 
y poner en práctica las obras 
espirituales y corporales de la 
misericordia, especialmente 
durante el tiempo de Cuaresma.  
Las siete obras corporales de 
la misericordia son: Dar de 
comer al hambriento, dar de 
beber al sediento, dar posada al 
necesitado, vestir al desnudo, 
visitar al enfermo, socorrer a los 
presos y enterrar a los muertos. 

En su mensaje de Cuaresma, el 
Papa Francisco nos recuerda que 
“mediante las obras corporales 
tocamos la carne de Cristo en 
los hermanos y hermanas que 
necesitan ser nutridos, vestidos, 
alojados, visitados.”
Las siete obras espirituales de 
la misericordia son: corregir al 
que está en error, enseñar al que 
no sabe, dar buen consejo al que 
lo necesita, consolar al triste, 
sufrir con paciencia los defectos 
de los demás, perdonar las 
injurias, rogar a Dios por vivos 
y difuntos. El Santo Padre nos 
recuerda que “en las espirituales 
tocan más directamente nuestra 
condición de pecadores: 
aconsejar, enseñar, perdonar, 
amonestar y rezar– nos afecta 
directamente nuestros propios 
pecados.” 

El Papa Francisco nos recuerda 
que las obras corporales y 
espirituales de misericordia 

trabajan juntos.  No podemos 
tener uno sin el otro. “las obras 
corporales y espirituales nunca 
deber ser separadas.  Al tocar 
la carne del crucifi cado Jesús 
en el sufrimiento, las personas 
con pecados pueden recibir 
el don de darse cuenta de que 
ellos también son pobres y 
necesitados.”

De manera impactante y a 
la misma vez delicada en el 
Sacramento de la Reconciliación 
permitimos que Dios llegue a 
nuestras vidas y lleven a cabo 
una conversión del corazón. Con 
esto en mente, el Papa Francisco 
anima la celebración del 
Sacramento de la Reconciliación 
en todas las diócesis del mundo. 

El escribe: Se debe implementar 
en todas las diócesis. “La 
iniciativa de celebrar ‘24 
Horas con el Señor,’ el 
viernes y sábado- cuarta 
semana de Cuaresma [4 y 5 
de Marzo].  Muchos, hasta 
incluso los jóvenes, están 
regresando al Sacramento de 
la Reconciliación; con esta 
experiencia vuelven a descubrir 
un camino de regreso a Dios, 
vivir un momento de rezo 
intenso y darle un sentido a sus 
vidas. 

Por favor, estén pendientes al 
boletín en cada Comunidad 
del Área de Fe sobre el 
horario y lugares para la 
celebración del Sacramento 
de la Reconciliación.  Para 
instrucciones sobre cómo 
celebrar el Sacramento de la 
Reconciliación pueden ir a la 
página de internet de la Diócesis 
de New Ulm.

En su mensaje de Cuaresma 
el Santo Padre exhorta: “No 
perdamos este tiempo de 
Cuaresma favorable para 
conversión.  Lo pedimos por 
la intercesión maternal de la 
Virgen María, que fue la primera 
que, frente a la grandeza de la 
misericordia divina que recibió 
gratuitamente, confesó su 
propia pequeñez (cf. Lc 1:48) 
reconociéndose como la humilde 
esclava del Señor (cf. Lc 1:38).” 

U.S. prisons. The department 
released its report months later 
and on Jan. 25 the president 
announced he would be adopting 
their recommendations.

Among these recommendations 
were ending the use of solitary 
confi nement for juvenile 
inmates, creating special mental 
health units for inmates with 
severe mental illness, providing 
psychologists for inmates 
requiring segregation, and overall 
reductions in the time inmates will 
spend in solitary.

The concept of solitary 
confi nement does vary among 
prisons, the report acknowledged, 
and so it used instead the term 
“restrictive housing.” There are 
three general qualifi cations for 
restrictive housing in prisons: 
inmates are set apart from the 
general prison population, they 
are alone or with another inmate, 
and the cell is locked for “the vast 
majority of the day, typically 22 
hours or more.”

Prisoners are put in solitary for 
various reasons: They pose a 
security risk to other inmates 
or guards, they are awaiting 
execution, they are part of a prison 
gang that must be split up, they 
are threatened by other inmates, 
or they have broken a specifi c 
prison rule. Or, as reports allege, 
they are put in solitary for minor 
infractions and can be returned for 
small offenses.

While the practice must be curbed, 
it can be necessary as a security 
precaution, the Justice Department 
acknowledged in the report. Yet 
it went on to add that “as a matter 
of policy, we believe strongly this 
practice should be used rarely, 
applied fairly, and subjected to 
reasonable constraints.”

Ultimately, it is “not 
rehabilitative,” insisted Anthony 
Granado, a policy advisor to the 
United States bishops’ conference 
in an interview with CNA, while 
acknowledging that there may be 
a legitimate, yet “very limited,” 
usage of solitary confi nement for 
security reasons to protect inmates 

and guards.   

The purpose of punishment is 
for correction, not retribution, 
he insisted, citing St. Thomas 
Aquinas. Thus criminal justice 
must rehabilitate the prisoner, not 
dehumanize him.

The bishops’ conference has 
long advocated that juvenile 
offenders not be treated as adult 
inmates when it comes to solitary 
confi nement, Granado said, 
noting that their concerns have 
been validated by neuroscientifi c 
discoveries. The human brain is 
not fully developed until about 
25 years of age, and solitary 
confi nement, if it is harmful to 
adults, could wreak even more 
havoc on the still-developing brain 
of a teenage offender.

While the Justice Department 
noted that the precise number 
of inmates currently in solitary 
confi nement is hard to determine 
because of data “gaps,” it did refer 
to a survey conducted by Yale 
Law School and the Association of 
State Correctional Administrators 
in 2015 that showed that in 
32 states and the District of 
Columbia, 6.3 percent of the 
overall prison population was in 
restrictive housing on a specifi c 
date in the fall of 2014. Extended 
to the other states, the estimated 
number would have been 80,000-
100,000 inmates.

Some prisoners remain in solitary 
confi nement for weeks, years, or 
even decades. Members of the 
“Angola Three,” three prisoners 
who were placed in solitary 
confi nement in the Louisiana State 
Penitentiary in 1972 after the 
murder of a prison guard, spent 
anywhere from 29 to 43 years in 
solitary confi nement.

This long-term isolation can prove 
devastating to a person’s health 
and sanity. St. Thomas Aquinas 
emphasized the “social nature of 
the human person” in his writings, 
Granado said. “And when you 
deprive a person of that sensory 
experience, that human touch, the 
human experiences, what happens 
in solitary confi nement … you do 
really see an adverse impact on 
persons,” he added.

Bishops’ advisor 
emphasizes correction, not 
retribution, in punishment
(Continued from page 1)
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Couples to mark milestone 
wedding anniversaries
NEW ULM – The Prairie 
Catholic congratulates Catholic 
couples of the diocese who will be 
celebrating a signifi cant wedding 
anniversary (65 years or beyond) 
this year. The years displayed 
represent the years married as of 
their anniversary date in 2016.

National Marriage Week (Feb. 
7-14) and World Marriage Day 
(Feb. 14) provide an opportunity 
to celebrate the gift and blessing of 
marriage. Visit http://www.usccb.
org/issues-and-action/marriage-
and-family/national-marriage-
week.cfm for ways to celebrate.

Wilfrid and Dorothy (Mireault) 
Roi were married Sept. 13, 1949. 
They are members of St. Andrew, 
Granite Falls.

Lawrence and Marilyn 
(Steyaert) Rader were married 
June 25, 1949. They are members 
of St. Leo, St. Leo.

67 years

67 years
Edward and Irene (Metkowski) 
Fasching were married May 3, 
1949. They are members of Holy 
Trinity, Winsted.

67 years

Robert and Barbara (Girard) 
Brewers were married Oct. 18, 
1950. They are members of Holy 
Redeemer, Marshall.

66 years

Marvin and Bernice (Sellner) 
Goldschmidt were married Sept. 
11, 1950. They are members of St. 
Paul, Comfrey.

66 years

65 years
James and Mary Ann (Meyer) 
Kreger were married June 30, 
1951. They are members of St. 
Brendan, Green Isle.

by Claudia Broman
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

LITCHFIELD – All consecrated 
religious people living and 
working in the Diocese of New 
Ulm were recognized at a special 
Mass Jan. 16, a blustery Saturday 
night with a wind chill warning 
below zero at St. Philip’s Church 
in Litchfi eld.

Bishop John M. LeVoir 
celebrated the Mass, which 
was concelebrated by Frs. Joe 
Steinbeisser and Brian Mandel 
of St. Philip’s, with Deacon John 
Hansen of St. John’s in Darwin 
assisting. Sr. Lois Byrne, PBVM, 
a Diocese of New Ulm Catholic 
Charities counselor, coordinated 
the event, which was followed by 
a light supper in the St. Philip’s 
social hall.

Don and Pat Huhn of Darwin 
attended the Mass in part to honor 
their daughter, Sr. Mary Ruth 
Huhn of Rugby, N.D., who will 
be making her fi nal profession as 
a Franciscan Sister of Dillingen, 
N.D., this coming November.

Pat explained that celebrating the 
religious is to recognize “their 
devotion and their way of life.” 
“They listened to the calling and 
they answered,” she said.

In 2013, Pope Francis declared a 
Year of Consecrated Life, to be 
held between the First Sunday of 
Advent on Nov. 30, 2014 and the 

World Day of Consecrated Life 
on Feb. 2, 2016.  That gave the 
Litchfi eld event a special meaning 
for Sr. Brenda McHugh, DSMP, 
of Sleepy Eye. “It’s signifi cant 
because it’s the closing of the 
year,” she said.

In his homily, Bishop LeVoir 
said the consecrated religious are 
a reminder of the union we all 
have with God, and that “we need 
reminders in such a busy, secular 
world.”

Drawing connections to the 
Gospel where Jesus turned water 
into wine at the Cana wedding 
feast, Bishop LeVoir said, “Jesus 
is the source of wine, God’s grace, 
the Holy Spirit.”

We need Jesus Christ to help 
us build our union with God, 
especially if these connections 
have become weak over time, he 
said. Mary intercedes at Cana, 
telling Jesus “there is no more 
wine.” In a deeper sense, she 
is asking Jesus to strengthen 
our connections with God on a 
metaphorical and spiritual level, 
he explained.

Though the Gospel describes the 
union we have with God in the 
context of marriage, the same 
type of love is present between us 
and God through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, Bishop LeVoir said. 

“This is the way he loves us 
individually, this is the way he 

loves the Church, this is the way 
he loves all people,” he said.

God’s love gives us what we need 
to live good lives. Consecrated 
religious celebrate this union 
through vows of poverty, chastity, 
and obedience, he said.

“We need God, we need the 
authentic God in our lives,” 
Bishop LeVoir said, with the 
presence of consecrated religious 
in our diocese being a reminder of 
this need.

From the perspective of 
one consecrated religious in 
attendance, Sr. Bernadine 
Ugolini, DSMP, of Sleepy Eye, 
encouragement to walk in Christ’s 
path was a central message of the 
Mass. “It’s the witness we give in 
hopes of inspiring others to follow 
us” that makes these celebrations 
so worthwhile, she said.

Bishop LeVoir expressed gladness 
that the consecrated religious in 
the diocese were able to be part of 
the Mass, adding that without the 
infl uence of consecrated religious 
people in his own life, he wouldn’t 
be where he is today.

Fr. Steinbeisser built upon these 
comments at the end of the Mass 
when he offered his thanks for all 
the support consecrated religious 
give to the region, where Catholic 
communities depend so much on 
their help. “On behalf of our area 
faith community, thank you,” he 
said.

Consecrated life celebration: diocese 
honors reminders of God’s love

Bishop John M. LeVoir of the Diocese of New Ulm celebrated the diocesan World Day for 
Consecrated Life Mass at the Church of St. Philip in Litchfi eld on Jan. 16. Nine women religious 
posed for a photo with him after Mass. In the front row are Sr. Claire Cecile de Poncins (left); Sr. 
Aude Renard; Sr. Jessica Swedzinski, ISSM; Sr. Brenda McHugh, DSMP; Sr. Bernadine Ugolini, 
DSMP; and Sr. Alix Marie Bouchet. Back row: Sr. Candace Fier, ISSM (left); Sr. Genevive Karels, 
DSMP; Sr. Lois Byrne, PBVM; and Bishop LeVoir.                                    (Photo by Claudia Broman)

65 years – Clarence 
and Marilyn (Wolterman) 
Wendinger were married 
Aug. 27, 1951. They are 
members of St. Andrew, 
Fairfax.

69 years – Louis and 
Elizabeth (Opdahl) Claeys 
were married May 20, 1947. 
They are members of St. Eloi, 
Ghent. 

(No picture available)
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by Debra Skelley Blaschko
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

NEW ULM – Robotics makes 
learning about science and 
technology fun.

That’s one of the key observations 
fueling efforts by schools across 
the state of Minnesota and 
nationwide to integrate the new 
fi eld into their curriculums. In the 
Diocese of New Ulm, Catholic 
elementary schools are striving to 
offer their own programs to meet 
the needs and interests of students.

The U.S. is faced with a growing 
number of jobs that require 
education in science, technology, 
engineering, and math (STEM). 
Educators need to fi nd ways to 
engage students creatively and 
early in these fi elds, and robotics 
is one way to do that.

“Robotics offers exposure to all 
areas of STEM and is a fantastic 
way to promote social skills and 
teamwork as well,” said Erica 
DeVries, fourth grade teacher at 
St. Anthony Elementary School in 
New Ulm and advisor for its new 
robotics club. “The students are 
learning so much in robotics, but 
to them they are just playing with 
robots and looking forward each 
week to fi nding out what other 
things they can make their robot 
do!”

Robotics is technology that is 
used to design, build, and operate 
robots. Students in robotics 
programs are challenged both 
to design and build a robot – a 
physical device capable of 
completing some task – and to 
develop the instructions to make 
that robot work.

Major steps are being taken to 
sanction robotics as an offi cial 
sport in high schools across the 
country. The growth of robotics 
programs in our state has been 
exponential, according to the 
Minnesota State High School 
League Web site. In 2006 there 
were only two high school teams. 
That grew to 192 in 2015. 

The Minnesota State Robotics 
Tournament is in its fourth year 
and was the fi rst of its kind in 
the nation sponsored by a high 
school activities association. In 
many high schools, you can now 
earn letters for achievements in 
robotics, in addition to varsity 

sports and fi ne arts.
In the Diocese of New Ulm, 
robotics has been introduced to 
fi fth through eighth graders at 
Holy Redeemer Catholic School 
in Marshall, and grades K through 
six at St. Philip’s Catholic School 
in Litchfi eld, in addition to 
students at St. Anthony’s.

New program at St. Anthony’s
New Ulm Area Catholic Schools is 
right in line with the growing trend 
to introduce students to robotics 
as part of their commitment to 
STEM. 

DeVries envisioned a group of 
about 20 students signing up this 
past fall for the new robotics club 
called the Robo Hounds. But she 
got double that and ended up with 
20 fi fth and sixth graders and 20 
fourth graders.

The fi fth and sixth graders meet 
Tuesdays from 7:30 to 8 a.m., 
while the fourth graders meet 
Thursdays before school from 
October through April. Plans are 
to grow the program into the upper 
grades in the next few years, she 
said.

St. Anthony students use a small 
Lego-compatible programmable 
robot called Edison. Edison has 
some built-in programs that are 
activated by driving over barcodes 
on a special colorful mat. During 
a club meeting last month, fourth 
graders demonstrated sumo 
bot wrestling and showed how 
they control Edison by clapping 
their hands to direct the robot’s 
navigation around obstacles. 

Edison can also be programmed 
using the company’s Edware, 
an icon based graphical 
programming language, according 
to the meetedison.com Web site. 
Programs are downloaded to 
Edison using a cable that connects 
to a computer’s headphone jack.
Edison can be programmed to 
become a loader or other machine. 
Students can use their building 
skills with Legos to create the 
loader, which can actually push or 
pick up items.

“They are also learning how to 
write programs that will make 
Edison dance and play music,” 
said DeVries. The year will 
culminate with competitions 
between teams in their own club. 

Shelly Bauer, principal at St. 

Anthony’s, said funding for the 
robotics club is possible because 
of generous donations. Plans are 
to expand the program to the third 
grade next year, she said. 

Opening minds in Marshall
This is the second year for robotics 
at Holy Redeemer, according to 
Carol DeSmet, principal. For six 
weeks in the fall and another six 
weeks in the spring, time is set 
aside on Friday afternoons for 
grades fi ve through eight to learn 
something new. Robotics is one of 
the electives offered during that 
time. DeSmet expects participants 
to number about 24 again this year.

DeSmet said the school budgets 
money for robotics in addition 
to a grant they were awarded to 
promote STEM. 

“We want to prepare our students 
for what they need to know as 
they grow, and technology is 
such an important part of our 
lives,” said DeSmet. The program 
is run by Curt Timmerman, a 
parent volunteer who works as 
a computer programmer. He has 
help from elementary school 
teacher Jennifer Coudron. 

Timmerman’s students started by 
making a robot that took off on 
a preprogrammed path and did 
not interact with its environment. 
They then created one using a light 
sensor and a proximity sensor. It 
moved only on a green light and 

could sense how close it was to a 
wall.

Students use the latest generation 
of Lego Mindstorms, called EV3, 
said Timmerman. He likes the 
graphics-based programming as 
he believes it is easier to learn 
than the traditional programming 
language.

“I think it’s great to open minds 
to try new experiences,” he 
said. Some of his students might 
become engineers or computer 
programmers, he said; or it may 
benefi t them generally in trying 
new things. His hope is that by 
introducing elementary students 
to robotics, they will join the 
high school club when they enter 
Marshall High School in ninth 
grade.

Girls fi nd robotics empowering
St. Philip’s is in its fourth year of 
using a Lego curriculum to teach 
STEM concepts. The program was 
fi nanced by a STEM grant from 
the Minnesota Independent School 
Forum. 

Grades K through 5 have time 
each Friday for STEM, which has 
a robotics dimension, according to 
fi fth grade teacher Jessica Ellson, 
who is in charge of the program.

Ellson said students start by 
building levers and pulleys. 
Then they build mini robots that 
are programmed. One scenario 

describes a girl in a park who 
wants to clear the path and then 
suggests students build a street 
sweeper. And they do!

 “The students love it because 
they get to work at their own 
pace,” said Ellson. If robotics is a 
favorite, the student can go fast; 
however, if it isn’t, the student can 
take it slower and get additional 
help.

Some of the g irls in class 
told Ellson that they couldn’t 
believe they could actually do 
robotics with Legos. “They feel 
empowered,” she said. 

Technology and the faith
STEM and robotics are only part 
of the picture, though, said Karla 
Cross, director of the Offi ce of 
Catholic Schools for the Diocese 
of New Ulm. “Our challenge is to 
go above and beyond STEM found 
in the public schools. We go the 
next step and ask how our faith is 
lived through STEM and how that 
can help our students strive toward 
holiness and their future vocation.”

That might mean opening up a 
discussion about ethics in the use 
of science and technology and 
asking high school students if their 
faith would support things like 
cloning or genetic engineering, 
said Cross.

That discussion applies to robotics 
as well. Recent news reports 
indicate that the Church feels 
increasing responsibility to take 
a stand on the use of modern-
day drones and their soon-to-be 
real-world successors, fully 
autonomous battlefi eld robots 
capable of selecting targets and 
killing adversaries.

Robotics programs increasing at Catholic elementary schools

Fourth-grade Robo Hounds at St. Anthony Elementary School 
in New Ulm meet before school on Thursdays to learn about 
technology through the design and operation of robots. From left 
are MacKenzie Weinkuf, Leah Larson, Joseph Brehmer, and Logan 
Mielke.                                       (Photo by Debra Skelley Blaschko)

NOTICE OF STUDENT 
NONDISCRIMINATORY 

POLICY
The Catholic schools in the 
Diocese of New Ulm admit 
students of any race, color, 
nationality, or ethnicity to all 
the rights, privileges, programs, 
and activities generally accorded 
or made available to students 
at the schools.They do not 
discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, nationality, or ethnicity in 
administration of their educational 
policies, admissions policies, 
scholarship and loan programs, 
and athletic and other school-
administered programs. A listing 
of schools this applies to may be 
found at the diocesan Web site, 
www.dnu.org.
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by Kevin Johnson
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

MARSHALL – Youth service is 
fl ourishing in a new way at the 
Church of the Holy Redeemer.

It got a big boost two years ago 
from a handful of high school 
students who wanted to bring their 
mission work back home. Now 
the Boots on the Ground program 
(BOTG) is inspiring parish youth 
to truly live their faith.

“We’ve always had a youth group 
with a service component,” said 
Fr. Paul Wolf, pastor of Holy 
Redeemer. For example, “we sent 
60 youth volunteers in two buses 
to St. Louis last year through 
Catholic Youth Works.”

“This Boots on the Ground is 
more focused on local service and 
probably gives our young people 
an identity. It’s voluntary, going 
above and beyond the normal 
requirements of youth faith 
formation,” he said.

BOTG began two years ago as 
an initiative of three high school 
seniors and four sophomores on 
a seven-member Youth Advisory 
Council (YAC). The seniors 
were Christian Johnson, Rachel 
Trost, and Alissa Thielges, and 
the sophomores Carter Johnson, 
Ashley Schotzko, Monica 
Timmerman, and Joe Sullivan.

Christian and Rachel, who are 
both now college sophomores 
at South Dakota State, had fond 
memories of their mission trips. In 
Kansas City they helped fi x rotting 
steps on the back porch of an older 
woman and painted. Christian did 
yard work for an older couple in 
Denver. Both helped with summer 
youth camp in Chicago.

But they always felt a letdown 
following the ‘faith high’ of 
mission service. At one particular 
YAC meeting, Christian asked, 
“Do we have to spend a lot of 
money and travel to help others? 
The mission trips are great and we 
learn a lot. Why can’t we do that 
here?”

Rachel replied, “Well, we don’t 
have someone here telling us 
where to go and what we can and 
can’t do. Let’s just do it.”

“I guess I came up with the ‘Boots 
on the Ground’ part,” she added, 
pointing to her cowboy boots. “I 

was wearing these.”

Challenged to serve
Christian’s mother, Becki Johnson, 
and Dana Webskowski oversee 
BOTG in their jobs coordinating 
faith formation for youth from 
sixth through 12th grade at Holy 
Redeemer. They also do campus 
ministry for college students at 
nearby Southwest Minnesota State 
University (SMSU).

Both were open to the new service 
proposal. “We’re called to serve 
in different ways and we have to 
hear that call,” said Becki. “When 
Fr. Paul asks Christian to help 
serve for Mass, that’s really Christ 
speaking through Fr. Paul’s voice. 
And when someone calls us for 
help, that’s really Christ’s voice 
coming through this individual.”

Becki challenged YAC members to 
set a service target. Realistically, 
she imagined perhaps 500 service 
hours. But someone said, “I 
think we can do 1,000.” Becki 
responded, “That will take a lot 
of work!” Undaunted, all seven 
agreed that 1,000 was a good 
number.

She asked what they wanted to 
do. “An Easter egg hunt,” recalled 
Christian. However, Valentine’s 
Day came sooner and someone 
had heard Hill Street Place – a 
Marshall assisted-living facility – 
was looking for a Valentine’s Day 
activity.

“I remember planning skits and 
thinking, I don’t know what I’m 
doing. But it worked,” Rachael 
said. They met with Hill Street 

staff and helped pick out a menu. 
About 20 young people cleaned 
and helped decorate. The skits 
were a big hit.

Becki recalled that the event 
happened because somebody knew 
somebody, who knew of a need. 
“That’s where most of our projects 
come from,” she said. Summer 
has become the busier season for 
BOTG; activities are scaled back 
during the school year.

Many more opportunities
The fi rst community Easter egg 
hunt followed Valentine’s Day in 
2014. Becki promoted the event 
at church, in the bulletin, and 
on Facebook. They put posters 
all over town and contacted the 
newspaper. Despite the cold, 125 
participants came out.

A big lineman from SMSU’s 
football team helped stuff plastic 
eggs with prize tickets. “At fi rst 
he said his fi ngers were too big. 
Afterward, he asked to stuff 
eggs again the next year,” Becki 
laughed. There was sidewalk 
painting and face painting. About 
175 attended in 2015. Planning for 
2016 is now underway. 

The youth also conducted a 
successful door-to-door food 
drive for Halloween, calling it 
“YAC-o’lantern Against Hunger.” 
Fifty people gave three hours and 
collected 1,500 pounds of food 
and $50 cash.

There is no shortage of 
opportunities. “We volunteer 
the fi rst Thursday each month at 
Ruby’s Pantry,” said Becki. People 
receive a box of food for a $20 
cash donation. “Seven youngsters 
helped last Thursday night. We get 
25 to 30 in the summer.”

They’ve washed windows at the 
Marshall-Lyon County library and 
conducted a ‘chalk on the walk’ 
art day in front of the library for 
area youngsters.  Service has 
expanded to include leaf raking 
and lawn mowing, fence painting, 
and window washing for older 
parishioners still living in their 
homes. 

There are 15 Youth Advisory 
Council members this year. “We 
had 147 youth involved last year, 
half of all sixth through 12th grade 
students,” Becki said. 

They ended 2014 with 2,500 
service hours, and upped that to 
3,700 in 2015. “We’re going to 
have to pull in more people to 
expand the potential,” Becki said. 
Personal invitations help. So do 
cookies and homemade cinnamon 
rolls. 

A new group of students is 
becoming involved in BOTG. The 
Van Keulen brothers – Trevor, 
Br ett, and Levi – stopped by 
to help take down Christmas 
decorations. They’ve helped with 

YAC-o’lantern, painting, chalk art, 
and window washing at the library. 
Trevor is a ninth grader who plans 
to join the Youth Advisory Council 
next year.

Benefi ts of service
Rachel and Christian both testifi ed 
to the benefi ts they’ve received 
from serving others. “You learn 
so much about yourself,” Rachel 
said. She treats others with more 
compassion and understanding.

Christian added, “You learn 
empathy by putting yourself in 
their shoes and seeing what it’s 
like for them. I’m grateful for 
what I have. I appreciate my 
parents more.”

Becki and Dana hope to recruit 
adult “troubleshooters” to 
teach skills and oversee more 
complex projects. They have been 
approached by other area churches 
to work together. 

They credit Fr. Wolf for his 
guidance and trust. “He has 
been very supportive and always 
available to review what we’re 
doing and answer any questions,” 
they said.

Becki and Dana are willing to 
share their experience of BOTG. If 
you would like to bring a service 
program like Boots on the Ground 
to your parish, contact them at 
507-532-3602.

Boots on the Ground: Growing youth-based service at Holy Redeemer

Rachel Trost and Christian 
Johnson helped to found the 
youth-led group Boots on the 
Ground as members of Holy 
Redeemer’s Youth Advisory 
Council two years ago. 
           (Photo by Kevin Johnson) Holy Redeemer’s BOTG crew prepares to leave for a service project at Marshall-Lyon County library in 

August 2014. Pictured in front of the Faith Formation offi ce are: Carter Johnson (standing, left), Nolan 
Meyer, Becki Johnson, Trevor Van Keulen, Levi Van Keulen, Brett Van Keulen (back), Adam Meyer, 
Rachel Meyer, Paul Bauer (back), and Emma Schroeder (front). Sitting: Kayla Polejewski (left), Emma 
Klein, Karley Polejewski, Rebecca Baker, and Dana Webskowski. (Contributed photo)
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persecution has been going on 
for ages, but it’s particularly 
relevant now.

Let me fi rst speak as a journalist. 
I think this is the most important 
human rights story of our 
time. And it doesn’t require 
any particular religious beliefs 
to recognize it as such. Just 
numerically, Christians are by far 
the most persecuted religious body 
on the face of the planet in the 
early 21st century.

Now, in part, that’s simply because 
there are more Christians than any 
other religious tradition. There are 
2.3 billion Christians in the world 
– which is one-third of the human 
family – so they’re going to be 
more exposed to persecution.

But it’s also because the zones of 
Christianity’s greatest growth are 
coming outside the West. They’re 
coming principally in sub-Saharan 
Africa and in parts of Asia. Often 
these are places that don’t really 
have any tradition – any legal 
tradition or cultural tradition – of 
respect for religious freedom.

It’s also the case that Christianity’s 
greatest growth is coming among 
the poor and it’s coming among 
people who are often members 
of other minority groups – 
whether it’s ethnic or linguistic 
or whatever. Therefore these are 
people who are often doubly and 
triply at risk.

The numbers tell the story. The 
low-end estimate for the number 
of Christians who are killed for 
reasons related to the faith is a few 
thousand. The high-end estimate 
is around 100,000. This works out 
to somewhere between one new 
martyr every 10 minutes and one 
new martyr every two hours. It is 
an astonishing scourge. …

Now, let me speak as a Catholic. 
We have the theology of St. Paul, 
which says the suffering of a 
member of the body anywhere 
should be our suffering, too. 
We have a grand tradition in the 
Church of venerating the sacrifi ce 
and the witness of the martyrs. 
That, of course, is what the word 
“martyr” means etymologically: 
“witness.” We say with Tertullian, 
“The blood of the martyrs is the 
seed of the faith.”

The question is, is that just 
pleasant-sounding rhetoric, or 
do we mean it? And if we mean 
it, then as Catholics, we need to 
wake up to what is happening to 
our brothers and sisters in the faith 
today and do something about it.

And I think that doing something 
means both preserving the stories 
of those who have made the 
supreme sacrifi ce for the faith, 
making sure they don’t remain 
anonymous and forgotten. It also 
means coming to the defense of 
people who are on the brink of 
joining their company, because we 
should be celebrating the witness 
of the martyr, but we should also 
do everything we can to ensure 
that new martyrs are not being 
needlessly generated because of a 
failure of solidarity on our part. 

You have mentioned a number 
of reasons why Christians are 
being persecuted. Christians 
are being targeted for the 
mere fact that there are so 
many Christians in the world. 
They’re being targeted because 
the Church is growing in areas 
where there is no tradition of 
religious tolerance. What could 
we add to that?

I think certainly one of the 
dominant trends in global religion 
probably during our generation 
has been the rise of various 
forms of extremism, often linked 
to nationalism. You see that in 
particularly acute form these days 
in India, for example, where the 
country is now governed by a 
party that is linked to a sort of 
deeply conservative form of Hindu 
nationalism that sees the Christian 
minority – which by the way is 
growing dramatically – as a threat. 
So I think Christians often run 
afoul of these various forms. …

But I think the basic factor is this: 
Outside the West – and that’s 
where Christianity is growing most 
dramatically today – Christianity 
is often identifi ed with the West. 
It’s identifi ed with Europe and the 
United States.

So say you’re a typical person – 
say, you’re a typical Iraqi Muslim, 
or you’re a typical Indian Hindu, 
or you’re a typical Chinese 
secularist, whatever it is, and you 
have an axe to grind against the 
West. You don’t like its foreign 
policy in the Middle East, you 

don’t like its perceived economic 
stranglehold on the world, or 
whatever your beef may be. It is 
very diffi cult for you to take it out 
on the E.U. or the United States. 
It is remarkably easy for you to 
walk down to the corner to the 
local Christian Church, which you 
associate with the West, and take it 
out on them. …

One of the big observations in 
your book is that the persecution 
of Christians is not primarily 
due to Islam.

Two things are true about that, 
and we have to hold them in 
focus at the same time. One is 
that there is no doubt that radical 
Islam today is the world’s leading 
manufacturer of anti-Christian 
hatred. There is no doubt about 
that. Of all the places in the world 
today where I think Christians 
are at risk and they need our help, 
there’s a kind of special priority 
that has to be given to Syria and 
Iraq because of the carnage that’s 
unfolding there. And nothing we 
say should be seen as minimizing 
or calling that into question.

At the same time, the other truth, 
which is equally true, is that 
radical Islam could fall off the face 
of the earth tomorrow and that 
would not mean that Christians 
everywhere are safe. Because in 
places such as China and India, Sri 
Lanka and Myanmar, North Korea, 
some parts of Latin America, 
and in some parts of sub-Saharan 
Africa, and a staggering number 
of other places in the world, 
Christians face a bewildering 
cocktail of threats of which radical 
Islam is one, but hardly the only 
piece.

So you have to hold both of those 
things in focus. You can’t deny the 
fact that there is an urgent need 
for reform at the heart of Islam 
that would make space for the 
religious other – no doubt about 
that. There’s a cancer inside Islam 
today that has to be dealt with. But 
on the other hand, we also can’t 
kid ourselves that it is only our 
brother and sister Christians living 
in the Islamic world who need 
help.

In your research on Christian 
persecution, what has been 
the most surprising thing that 
you’ve learned so far?

Well, there are a lot of surprises. ... 

I think most Catholics in the grass 
roots probably have some vague 
sense that Christians are being 
persecuted around the world, but 
may not know much more than 
that. Going in, I had assumed that 
the place that was going to be the 
worst was the Middle East. Things 
are undeniably bad in the Middle 
East, in many parts of it.

But it was a complete revelation 
to me to learn that statistically 
speaking, the greatest frequency 
of acts of physical persecution and 
harassment directed at Christians 
today is actually in India. 

Statistically speaking, for the last 
several years, there’s been at least 
one act of physical harassment 
or persecution directed at Indian 
Christians every other day. And 
that’s been true for years.

It was also a revelation to me to 
learn that in terms of the body 
count, the most violent anti-
Christian pogrom of the early 21st 
century was in India, in the state 
of Orissa in 2008. And when we 
were doing our reporting trip last 
summer, we spent some time there 
talking to the victims, that is, those 
who survived. And so that was 
certainly a surprise to me. ...

What have you learned since 
writing the book on this 
world tour of this continued 
investigation of Christian 
persecution?

I think one thing really came 
home to me, because when we 
did this reporting tour over the 
summer, our top priority was to 
collect testimony from victims. We 
already had the numbers, and we 
kind of already had the big picture, 
but we wanted to tell the human 
stories behind that big picture. 
So we spent hundreds of hours 
speaking to hundreds of victims all 
over the planet.

One of the things that really came 
home to me is that for us, that 
is, people who were looking at it 
from the outside, anti-Christian 
persecution is often an event. For 
them, it is a life condition. Let me 
give you an example. We were in 
Nigeria talking to people who had 
survived a bombing that took place 
on Christmas Day [in 2011] at St. 
Theresa’s Church, which is about 
an hour outside the national capital 
of Abuja. Forty-seven people died 

in that bombing, carried out by 
Boko Haram radicals.

But, of course, far more – 
hundreds – survived. Many 
of them had injuries that have 
produced lingering health 
conditions. These people are poor. 
The place where they live is a very 
poor neighborhood. And many of 
them, because of their lingering 
health conditions, can’t work 
anymore. So whatever meager 
income they were making is gone. 
There is no national system of 
health insurance in Nigeria. The 
only access to resources to pay 
for their health care bills comes 
from the Church. There is a small 
fundraising operation that was set 
up there that covers some very 
small percentage of the need. But 
it’s nowhere close to what these 
people actually require.

We talked to one guy, for example, 
whose leg got injured. It was 
his femur that was shattered or 
something and they put some kind-
of-like iron rod in there as kind 
of a stop-gap measure and told 
him he was going to need some 
surgery. He’s never been able 
to afford the surgery. Of course 
every year what it would cost to 
do the surgery goes up, not down, 
because the condition is getting 
worse. So the actual unmet need 
goes on for a lifetime.

I’m just talking now about 
the physical consequences of 
persecution, to say nothing of the 
psychological and the spiritual. 
These people, many of them, are 
still wrestling with why a good 
God would allow this to happen to 
them. They’re trying to explain to 
their kids why their father is dead, 
why their brother and sister are 
dead, and still dealing with it at 
that level.

So for us, we read in the paper that 
a bomb went off outside a Church 
on Thursday. And as far as we’re 
concerned, that story is kind of 
over by Friday. But for the people 
who actually experienced it, this 
is something they’re living with 
for the rest of their lives. Anti-
Christian persecution: it is not an 
event, it’s a state of life that you 
live with forever.

Editor’s note: The full text of The 
Prairie Catholic’s interview with 
John Allen can be found on the 
diocesan Web site, www.dnu.org.

Allen: Anti-Christian persecution greatest in India, statistically
(Continued from page 1)
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GOD ALONE
SUFFICES

by Connie Rossini

So, you have set aside a certain 
time every day to converse 
with God. You are reading 
short passages of Scripture as 
a basis for your conversation. 
You recognize that dryness is a 
normal part of prayer that even 
the saints experience. 

Meditation on Sacred Scripture 
is just the beginning. God has 
much more in store for you. 
He desires the closest union 
with you. Now that you have 
taken the fi rst big step, how 
can you continue to grow? 
Let’s explore what you need 
in order to steadily come into 
more intimate union with God.

St. Teresa of Avila wrote 
about the virtues necessary for 
continued prayer growth. The 
fi rst virtue is perseverance. 
In “Interior Castle” she 
says to beginners in prayer, 
“Perseverance is the most 
necessary thing here.”

If you miss a day of mental 
prayer because you are ill or 
overwhelmed with unexpected 
duties, return to prayer as soon 
as you can. Resist making 
excuses for yourself. Don’t let 
being “too busy” break your 
habit of prayer. God is never 
too busy for you! If your usual 
prayer time no longer works 
for you, revise your schedule. 
Find something more suitable. 
Ask others to help you fi nd 
time to pray. Whatever you do, 
do not give up.

The second virtue St. 
Teresa recommends is self-
knowledge. In her “Life” she 
compares self-knowledge to 
bread, which you should learn 
to eat with “every kind of 
food.” Teresa does not mean 
you should always be thinking 
about yourself. Prayer should 
not become “navel-gazing.”

Instead she urges her readers 
to examine their consciences 
as a regular part of prayer. She 
bids them understand that God 
is very near to them, even in 
their souls. This knowledge 
should lead you to think about 
him often, to act in a way that 
is worthy of a person made in 
God’s image and likeness. 

Always remember that your 
virtue comes through the grace 
of God. However far you 
advance in the spiritual life, 
you can never think of yourself 
as great, because all your 
goodness is his gift. Teresa’s 
self-knowledge is humility. 
When you clearly see the 
obstacles between yourself and 
God, you can begin working to 
remove them.

Finally, Teresa recommends 
that you have great desires. 
If you are satisfi ed with 
mediocrity, you will probably 
never surpass it. If you wish to 
reach the highest stages of the 
spiritual life, you must desire 
to do so and believe that it is 
God’s will for you. Yes, to 
continue growing in prayer, 
you must desire to be holy.

Is this unrealistic? Is it asking 
too much? The Church 
answered this question at 
the Second Vatican Council, 
saying, “All the faithful, 
whatever their condition or 
state, are called by the Lord, 
each in his own way, to that 
perfect holiness whereby the 
Father Himself is perfect” 
(“Lumen Gentium,” no. 11).

The scarcity of saints is not 
due to a scarcity of grace. It 
is due to a lack of the virtues 
necessary for growth: self-
knowledge, great desires, and 
perseverance. God will grant 
you the grace to take each step 
toward himself, one at a time. 
If you desire other things more 
than you desire union with 
God, that is all you will obtain.

As you strive to grow in 
prayer, make St. Teresa your 
partner. Ask her to intercede 
for the virtues she said you 
would need. Trust God to 
give them to you. Then gently 
put them into practice. Let 
God transform you through a 
faithful life of prayer.

Editor’s note: A parishioner 
of the Cathedral of the Holy 
Trinity in New Ulm, Connie 
Rossini recently published 
“Trusting God with St. 
Therese,” “A Spiritual Growth 
Plan for Your Choleric Child,” 
and “A Spiritual Growth 
Plan for Your Phlegmatic 
Child.” Follow her at www.
contemplativehomeschool.com.

How we can grow in prayerSpring DCCW opportunities offer
spiritual enrichment and fellowship
by Jan Noyes
DCCW President

The New Ulm Region Council 
of Catholic Women boards are 
currently planning their spring 
gatherings. Each gathering will 
include Mass, a light meal, and a 
dynamic speaker. There will also 
be time to visit with friends, old 
and new. Please join me in taking 
time out of our busy schedules to 
grow in our faith.

Mark your calendars to attend the 
57th annual Council of Catholic 
Women Convention to be held on 
Saturday, April 23 at the Church 
of St. Edward in Minneota. The 
convention theme is “I Have 
Made You a Light.” The keynote 
speaker will be Sheri Wohlfert, 
a veteran motivational humorist 
who combines her huge sense of 
humor and her deep love of God 
in her presentations. 

Plans are underway to make this 
a day of spiritual enrichment and 
fellowship for all women in the 
diocese.

by Doreen Peterson
DCCW Scholarship Coordinator

Life is so busy. We all have our 
long list of things that we just have 
to get done. There never seems to 
be enough time in our day.

Does this sound familiar? What 
are our priorities? God gives us 24 
hours every day – all year long. 
How much time do we give back 
to him?

This year resolve to improve your 
time with Jesus. The New Ulm 
Diocesan Council of Catholic 
Women is here to help you. All you 
have to do is ask – by applying for 
one of our scholarships!

All CCW groups and parish 
members who are volunteers or 
employees involved in various 
parish ministries are eligible. 
Consider attending a workshop, a 
conference, or a seminar. Find a 
class or course that will aid you in 
your Catholic journey. 

Prayerfully consider attending 
one of our many CCW functions, 
such as one of our six spring CCW 
gatherings, or the Resource and 

Guidance Training. A scholarship 
could be as much as $200. Reach 
outside your box and plan on 
attending a national, province 
or New Ulm Diocesan CCW 
Convention.

Registration to attend one of 
these could be paid through the 
scholarship fund. If you attend 
the National Council of Catholic 
Women Convention in September, 
the total amount of the registration 
would be paid plus an additional 
$250 for travel/lodging expenses.

All parish CCWs have been given 
a packet of information regarding 
the scholarship program. Contact 

one of your board members for 
the application, or go online to 
the NUDCCW Web site at http://
nudccw.org/blog/2015/09/23/
scholarship-information-and-
application/ to print out a 
scholarship application.

All applications must be received 
by March 1, 2016. Scholarships 
will be awarded at the April 
DCCW convention. Also a 
reminder to those awarded a 
scholarship in April 2015: All 
reimbursement requests must be 
received by March 1, 2016. Send it 
in today!

DCC W scholarship program helps 
women’s faith journeys

Region 1
Thursday, March 31 
St. Mary, Arlington
“Faith and Family”
– Amber Collins
Registration: 5:30 p.m., Mass: 6 
p.m., meal and speaker to follow
Beth Zabel, President
507-359-5101

Region 2
Thursday, March 10
St. Paul, Comfrey 
“A Journey to Faith: Stories of 
Love, Fear, and Faith” – John Verly
Registration: 5:30 p.m., Mass:
6 p.m., meal and speaker to follow 
Annette Rohlik, President
507-747-2181

Region 3
Thursday, March 3
St. Clotilde, Green Valley 
“With the Eyes of Mercy” 
– Pat McGill
Registration: 5:30 p.m., Mass:
6 p.m., meal and speaker to follow 
Ardith Larsen, President
507-368-4839

Region 4
Tuesday, April 5
Holy Rosary, Graceville 
“A Journey to Faith: Stories of 
Love, Fear, and Faith” – John Verly
Registration: 5:30 p.m., Mass: 
6 p.m., meal and speaker to follow 
Judy Hoffer, President
320-264-5228

Region 5
Monday, March 14
St. Willibrord, Gibbon 
“Our Call to be People of Mercy” 
– Sr. Mary Ann Kuhn
Registration: 5:30 p.m., Mass: 
6 p.m., meal and speaker to follow 
Donna Hanlon, President
507-557-2441

Region 6
Saturday, March 5
St. John, Darwin
“A Journey to Faith: Stories of 
Love, Fear, and Faith” – John Verly 
Registration: 8:30 p.m., 
Mass: 9 p.m., meal and speaker
to follow 
Lori Dahlberg, President
320-587-3581

2016 Spring Gatherings

Chris Heiderscheidt, a member of the Church of St. 
Mary in Sleepy Eye, has been named the National 
Council of Catholic Women Service Commission chair. 
Heiderscheidt served as New Ulm Diocesan CCW 
president from 2012 to 2014 and four years before that as 
fi rst vice president. 

As Service Commission chair, Heiderscheidt will engage the members 
of NCCW, and all people, in working to address the needs and 
concerns of their individual communities; and support and enhance 
family life within the Church and society. 

Heiderscheidt serving nationally
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When we hear the word 
“idolatry,” we probably think 
fi rst of a golden calf and pagan 
worship. But idolatry, giving the 
reverence and devotion owed 
to God to something created 
instead, is actually a much more 
commonplace sin. In fact, the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church 
warns us that idolatry “remains a 
constant temptation of faith.”

Idolatry can be a particular 
problem in politics, which is too 
often portrayed and practiced 
as if it is the solution to all 
problems and a font of salvation. 
In a society where belief in God 
and his promises is declining, 
people put their hope in other 
things, including the hope that 
the kingdom of heaven can be 
legislated into existence, or 
brought about by some revolution. 

When this happens, concepts like 
“equality,” “rights,” and “liberty” 
are divinized as idols, objects 
worthy of absolute devotion 
in their own right. We must 
remember, however, that these 
concepts are good only when 
understood as part of a broader, 
integrated vision of the person 
and society. Otherwise, these 
political idols become harmful and 
destructive ideologies.

Autonomy and abortion
Political idolatry is plainly 
illustrated in abortion politics, 
where many abortion advocates 
cite the absoluteness of a woman’s 
“autonomy” as the justifi cation for 
the crime. A disordered attachment 
to an abstract political conviction 
compels abortion advocates to 
literally sacrifi ce unborn children 
at the altar of “autonomy.”

Of course, individual autonomy 
and privacy are not bad in 
themselves. The problem is that 
autonomy has become a golden 
calf for abortion advocates. They 
mistakenly treat it as an end unto 
itself, a self-contained truth.

But in order to be true, autonomy 
must be understood in the fuller 
context of God’s plan for the 
human person and society, 
where freedom is a gift meant 
for developing our powers, 

living our vocation, and serving 
others – not as an immunity from 
responsibility. Autonomy, or any 
other political value, can never be 
used as a justifi cation for violating 
human dignity and trampling on 
the common good.

Avoiding pro-life political 
idolatry
Lest we get self-righteous, even 
pro-life advocates can become 
victims of political idolatry. We 
cannot isolate the truth of the evil 
of abortion from other truths, nor 
can we treat the mission of ending 
legal abortion as a god that must 
be served through whatever means 
necessary.

For instance, in combatting 
legal abortion, one might 
resort to unethical and immoral 
tactics to score political points. 
One might demonize abortion 
advocates as not just wrong, but 
as fundamentally and irreparably 
evil. And one might be too easily 
satisfi ed by headline-grabbing 
legislation or speeches that 
provide a sort of emotional rush, 
but don’t actually accomplish 
anything except stirring up 
activists and donors.

Integrated vision is the key
Experience continues to show that 
the success the pro-life movement 
has enjoyed has not come about 
by turning abortion into a partisan 
issue. Instead of shrill screams 

and publicity stunts, it’s been an 
integrated vision that connects 
the push to end legal abortion 
with a broader and consistent 
ethic of life that has won hearts 
and minds, leading to legislative 
breakthroughs and changes in 
public opinion.

For instance, the theme of this 
year’s national March for Life was 
“Pro-life and pro-woman go hand 
in hand.” This approach deftly 
counters the “war on women” 
rhetoric by correctly tying the 
dignity of unborn human life to 
the dignity of the mother. Both 
babies and women are better off 
when we choose life and support 
both mother and child.

By locating the wickedness 
of abortion within a larger 
conversation about human 
dignity, and by focusing on 
helping actual persons with real 
needs and challenges rather than 
merely attacking a court decision, 
we can avoid political idolatry 
and contribute to an integrated 
understanding of human life that 
is more complete, more Catholic, 
and more winsome. 

Editor’s note: Jonathan Liedl 
is the new Minnesota Catholic 
Conference communications 
manager. Follow MCC on Twitter 
@MNCatholicConf and Facebook.

 Don’t make politics an idol
Faith in the 

Public Arena
                 by Jonathan Liedl

A c t i o n
A l e r t !

Protect the conscience rights of those who serve
Support the Abortion Non-Discrimination Act.
Our nation has laws that protect conscientious objectors to 
abortion from facing discrimination based on their beliefs.  But 
these laws have loopholes and legal weaknesses that opponents of 
conscience rights have learned to exploit. Th e biggest loophole? 
None of these laws includes a “private right of action,” allowing 
victims of discrimination to go to court to defend their rights. As a 
result, individuals have lost jobs and charitable agencies have lost 
funding – all for following their consciences and standing up for 
life.

A solution is available and we should be a part of it.
Congress is considering a remedy called the Abortion Non-
Discrimination Act (ANDA). Th e measure would close the 
loopholes and secure a private right of action for victims of 
discrimination. Stand with pro-life medical professionals and 
Catholic welfare agencies and support this important legislation. 

Call your U.S. Senators today and tell them to support ANDA.

Senator Al Franken: 202-224-5641
Senator Amy Klobuchar: 202-224-3244

by Bryan Reising

In this Year of Mercy, a great way 
to grow in the prophetic mission 
that we share with Christ is to put 
into practice the spiritual works of 
mercy. Many of these relate very 
well to our efforts to evangelize 
and catechize, especially four of 
them: counseling the doubtful, 
instructing the ignorant, forgiving 
injuries, and bearing wrongs 
patiently. 

About counseling the doubtful, 
the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops say on their 
Web site: “Everyone has moments 
of doubt in their faith journey. 
Nevertheless, we should always 
remember that Christ is the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life and turn to 
him along our way.”

We need to seek ways to 
strengthen our own faith and that 
of others. We can do this perhaps 
by making a retreat or by inviting 
Catholics who are not active in the 
faith to come back. For resources 
to facilitate this process, contact 
the Religious Education offi ce. 

On the bishops’ Web site they 
list the following additional 
recommendations:
–  “‘Listen to counsel and 
   receive instruction, that you 
   may eventually become wise’ 
   (Prov 19:20)
–  Has someone asked you for
   advice? Orient your response
   to Christ, who is the Way, the
   Truth, and the Life
–  Follow Christ with the 
   witness of your life so that 
   others may see God’s love 
   revealed in your actions”

Regarding instructing the ignorant, 
the bishops say: “Learn about our 
faith and be open to talking with 
others about our beliefs. There 
is always something more to 
discover about our faith.”

They are talking about our 
catechetical journey, which is not 
just for children and adolescents. 
It is for all of us! This also 
challenges us to serve as catechists 
for children, youth, adults, and 
for those going through the RCIA 
process.

The bishops offer the following:
– “Go on a service trip or short-
   term mission trip or donate to  
   support someone on their trip
–  Volunteer to help with religious 
   education programs at your 
   parish

–  Invite someone to go to Mass 
   with you this weekend
–  Know your faith! Read 
   through the United States 
   Catholic Catechism for Adults 
   to fi nd out more about the 
   Catholic faith and how to live 
   it”

Forgiveness is one of the 
hallmarks of our faith. So 
regarding forgiving injuries, we 
need to understand that the words 
“I forgive you” need to be used 
sincerely instead of words like 
“That’s okay” or “No problem.” 
Sometimes it is hard to forgive 
others, but with God’s help, it 
can be done. This frees us from 
resentments, grudges, and hatred.

To reinforce this, the bishops 
say: “Forgiving others is diffi cult 
at times because we do not 
have God’s limitless mercy and 
compassion. But Jesus teaches 
us that we should forgive as God 
forgives, relying on him to help us 
show others the mercy of God.”
 
During Lent in our diocese, there 
will be an opportunity throughout 
the diocese from Friday evening, 
March 4 through Saturday, 
March 5 for a special 24 Hours 
for the Lord, which includes 
the Sacrament of Penance and 
Reconciliation. Parishes can 
offer special catechesis on this 
sacrament and on the theme of 
forgiveness to prepare for this 
special opportunity.

Bearing wrongs patiently refers 
to the wrongs done against us and 
the need to act as Christ did. The 
bishops say: “Do not be bitter 
about wrongs done against you. 
Place your hope in God so that 
you can endure the troubles of 
this world and face them with a 
compassionate spirit.”
 
They add: “Frustrated with 
someone? Step away from the 
situation, take a few deep breaths, 
pray the Our Father, asking God 
for patience.”

These and other aspects of the 
theme of mercy can be included 
in our evangelization and 
catechetical efforts. By doing so, 
more people can experience the 
love and mercy God offers each 
of us.

Editor’s note: Bryan Reising is the 
director of Religious Education 
and Adult Faith Formation for the 
Diocese of New Ulm.

Spiritual works of mercy 
assist our prophetic mission
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Upcoming events
Rite of Election and Call to 
Continuing Conversion will 
be held on Sunday, Feb. 14 at 
3 p.m. at Cathedral of the Holy 
Trinity in New Ulm. Occurring 
on the fi rst Sunday of Lent, this 
celebration publicly recognizes 
the readiness of catechumens 
to receive the sacraments of 
initiation and the readiness of 
candidates to be received into full 
communion with the Catholic 
Church at the Easter vigil. All are 
welcome.

Virtual Learning Community 
for Faith Formation (VLCFF) 
Cycle 2 will be Feb. 28 – March 
19, 2016, with registration 
closing Feb. 24. Certifi cates 
for catechists, youth ministers, 
and social concerns committee 
members are available. For 
course information or to register, 
visit http://vlc.udayton.edu. 
Scholarships are available for 
those involved in catechetical 
ministry; contact Bryan Reising 
at 507-233-5324 or breising@
dnu.org.

The Good Shepherd SERRA 
club meets the fi rst Thursday 
of every month at Divine 
Providence Community Home in 
Sleepy Eye, starting with Rosary 
and Mass in the chapel at 6:30 
p.m. Come early for Eucharistic 

adoration. On Thursday, March 
3, Deacon Mike McKeown, 
diocesan director of Development 
and Healing Ministries, will 
speak about the new spiritual 
healing ministry. Contact Annette 
Rohlik at 507-747-2181 for more 
information.

Riverbend TEC (Together 
Encountering Christ) will host 
a retreat March 5-7, 2016, in 
New Ulm at the Cathedral of the 
Holy Trinity in New Ulm. TEC 
is a three-day retreat experience 
that focuses on the Paschal 
Mystery of Jesus Christ. For 
more information, contact Fr. 
Dennis Labat: 320-523-1271 or 
riverbendtec@gmail.com; or visit 
www.riverbendtec.org.

The annual diocesan Chrism 
Mass will be held on Thursday, 
March 17 at 7 p.m. at the Church 
of St. Mary in Sleepy Eye.

“Man of God,” the fi rst Diocese 
of Winona Men’s Conference, 
will be held on Divine Mercy 
Sunday, April 2, at Lourdes High 
School, Rochester. At-the-door 
registration begins at 9 a.m. 
Cost is $25 until March 19; $30 
at the door. Lunch is included 
with registration. For further 
information or to register, visit 
www.dowmen.org.

GRANITE FALLS – Six members of the Our Lady of the Divine 
Mercy group of Third Order Discalced Carmelites made their 
temporary profession during a 2 p.m. Mass on Jan. 17 at the 
Church of St. Andrew in Granite Falls. The Discalced Carmelites 
are consecrated men and women religious, diocesan priests, 
and lay people, who dedicate themselves to a life of prayer and 
service. From left are Ron Pyka; Jeanne LeBon; Fr. Mark Steffl , 
their spiritual advisor, who celebrated the Mass; Diane Pyka; 
Kathy Green; Karen Anderson; and Earl LeBon.  The Pykas and 
LeBons are parishioners of Our Lady of the Lakes in Spicer, while 
Anderson and Green are from St. Mary’s in Willmar.            
                                                                         (Contributed photo)

NEW ULM – Youth and young adults from around the New Ulm area kneel and worship before 
the Blessed Sacrament following a refl ection by Fr. Sam Wagner at a “Cor Iesu” Holy Hour Jan. 16 at 
the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in New Ulm. The event included praise music and the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation offered by Fr. Wagner and other priests in the Holy Cross Area Faith Community. The 
diocesan Offi ces of Worship and Youth Ministry are sponsoring two more “Cor Iesu” events coming 
up in the diocese: from 7 to 9 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 20 at the Church of St. Andrew in Granite Falls 
and on Saturday, March 5 at the Church of St. Eloi in Ghent. For more information, visit https://www.
dnu.org/youthministryblog/2016/1/4/cor-iesu or contact the diocesan Offi ce of Youth Ministry at 507-
233-5325 or klosleben@dnu.org.                                                                      (Photo by Dan Rossini)

“Cor Iesu” Holy Hour offers time for 
worship, praise, and reconciliation

Discalced Carmelites make 
temporary profession

by Debra Skelley Blaschko
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

ST. PETER – “Why are we 
satisfi ed with Spam in a dumpster 
when we are made for the Bread 
of Life?”

That was the question 
Deacon Ralph Poyo of New 
Evangelization Ministries in 
Steubenville, Ohio asked during 
a four-evening mission at the 
Church of St. Peter in January.

He told the story of the greatest 
tightrope walker in the world, 
Charles Blondin. In 1859, he 
became the fi rst man to walk a 
tightrope across Niagara Falls. 
Blondin amazed the crowd by 
successfully walking forward and 
backward with ease.

Blondin even pushed a 
wheelbarrow across loaded with 
350 pounds of cement. He then 
asked the cheering spectators if 
they thought he could push a man 
across sitting in a wheelbarrow. 
The crowd cheered, saying 
yes, they thought he could. But 
when the Great Blondin asked 
someone to voluntarily get in the 
wheelbarrow, he had no takers, 
said Deacon Poyo.

The deacon compared that with 
how God calls us to greater faith, 
but we are afraid to get into the 
wheelbarrow.

What did the fi rst-century martyrs 
have that enabled them to stand 
up to the government and say, 
“I believe in God so much that 
you can destroy my body but you 
can’t have my soul”? he asked.

He explained that it is not enough 
to have knowledge of God, you 
have to have him in your hearts. 
He suggested reading Matthew 
6:33: “But seek fi rst the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness, and 
all these things will be given you 
besides.”

 “We are not living the life of 
Christianity when we are so busy 

trying to do it ourselves, and we 
keep God in a box,” said Deacon 
Poyo.

There are fundamental disciplines 
of a disciple: it’s an identity, he 
said. Disciples are supposed to 
be self-replicating. “Who you are 
training?” he asked. 

Between 350 and 500 people 
attended the mission each night. 
St.  Mary’s in Sleepy Eye will host 
a similar mission with Deacon 
Poyo Nov. 12-16, 2016.

Deacon Poyo: God calls us to greater faith 

Deacon Ralph Poyo of New Evangelization Ministries in 
Steubenville, Ohio, was at St. Peter’s Church in St. Peter in January 
leading a mission on Catholic discipleship. He used a wheelbarrow 
to demonstrate how God calls us to greater faith, but we are 
reluctant to respond.                                        (Contributed photo)
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VATICAN CITY (CNA/
EWTN News) – When God is 
described in the Bible as being 
both merciful and just, it can 
seem like an identity crisis. 
However Pope Francis said 
it’s the opposite: Rather than 
contradicting each other, the two 
actually go hand in hand.

“Sacred Scripture presents us with 
God as infi nite mercy, but also 
as perfect justice. How are these 
two things reconciled? How can 
the reality of mercy be articulated 
with the need for justice?” the 
pope said Feb. 3.

While these two characteristics 
can seem like opposites, “in 

reality it’s not like this, because 
it’s precisely the mercy of God 
that brings the fulfi llment of true 
justice,” Francis affi rmed.

The pope made his comments to 
pilgrims gathered in St. Peter’s 
Square for his weekly general 
audience. He recently began a 
new series of catechesis on the 
topic of mercy as it is understood 
in Scripture, in honor of the 
Jubilee of Mercy. 

He said that when we think of 
justice, what might come to mind 
is an administration offi ce where 
victims of an injustice appeal to a 
judge in court asking that justice 
be done.

This, Pope Francis noted, “is 
retributive justice, imposing 
a punishment to the guilty, 
according to the principle that 
each must be given what is due 
him.” While certain wrongs can 
be made right in this way, he said 
that it “still doesn’t bring true 
justice.”

Instead, “it is only in responding 
with good that evil can be 
truly defeated,” the pope said, 
explaining that what we fi nd in 
the Bible is a path that teaches 
allowing the offended person to 
approach the guilty party and to 
invite them to conversion.

WASHINGTON (CNA/EWTN 
News) – If abortion clinics 
fail to meet established safety 
standards, the solution is not 
to lower those standards, said 
Catholic leaders in a brief before 
the U.S. Supreme Court.

The U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops’ Offi ce of General 
Counsel fi led a friend-of-the-court 
brief on Feb. 1 on behalf of the 
national bishops’ conference and 
the Texas Catholic Conference. 

Abortion clinics’ “failure to 
comply with health and safety 
laws” should not be a reason to 

strike down the laws, the brief 
said. 

“There is ample evidence in 
this case that hospital admitting 
privileges and ambulatory 
surgical center requirements 
protect women’s lives and health. 
When such requirements are not 
enforced, abuses detrimental to 
women’s lives and health arise.”
The brief commented on the 
Whole Women’s Health v. 
Hellerstedt case set to be argued 
before the U.S. Supreme Court in 
early March.

The case involves a Texas law 
passed in 2013, which requires 
abortion clinics to meet the same 
safety and health standards as 
ambulatory surgical centers. After 
the law was passed, the number of 
abortion clinics in the state fell by 
more than half.

Abortion advocates say the 
standards are too strict and will 
shut down most abortion clinics 
in the state. 

However, supporters of the 
law argue that regulations are 
necessary given recent abuses 
found at abortion clinics. These 
include failures to ensure a 
sterile environment, to prevent 
conditions that attract rodents, 
and to prevent failures to 
maintain equipment like a cardiac 
defi brillator. 

In June 2015, the Fifth Circuit 
Court of Appeals upheld the 
admitting privileges requirement 
in the Texas law, which had been 
struck down by a lower federal 
court. A decision by the Supreme 
Court is expected in the case later 
this year.
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