
I fell in love with you when  

you were forming in my womb.   

Now I carry you in my heart instead of my 
arms. 

~Author Unknown

Embrace Ministry
Sponsored by 


St. Mary's 

Council of Catholic Women

Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
and before you were born I dedicated you.

                                      Jeremiah 1:5

Embrace Ministry

St. Mary's CCW, Sleepy Eye


507-794-4171


Other Resources:

catholicmiscarriagesupport.com 


(some of the information in this brochure was 
taken from this site)


Sturm Funeral Home


NowIlaymedowntosleep.org 

(Local remembrance photography)


Memorial Crosses are donated by 

Mark Thomas Company

http://catholicmiscarriagesupport.com
http://nowilaymedowntosleep.org
http://catholicmiscarriagesupport.com
http://nowilaymedowntosleep.org


Can I have a memorial 
service or burial? 

Yes. If you intended to baptize your baby 
you may have a funeral, memorial service 
or burial.  Contact our local clergy or 
Embrace ministry for more information on 
how to coordinate this.

Many families for various reasons do not 
have any remains, you may still have a 
Memorial Mass or Prayer service.  Please 
note: If you have guilt over this please try 
to pray about it and let go of the guilt.  
Being unable to bury your baby doesn't 
lessen his or her impact on your life or 
change the fact that he or she is an 
immortal soul who is loved very much.


Do I want books and literature to help me 
through this time?


Embrace Ministry has a book of reflections 
and a coloring book for siblings we would 
like to give you as a gift.  

We also have a small lending library 
located in the Adoration chapel you are 
welcome to borrow books from.


 Embrace Ministry

You are not alone.

Parents who lose a child before 
birth or shortly after often 
mourn the ability to physically 
embrace that child.  If you have 
experienced such a loss, know 
that you are not alone.  We 
embrace you as a supportive 
community during this time of 
grief.


Project Embrace offers you 
resources and support, whether 
you experienced your loss 
many years ago or very 
recently.

How can we help? 

How can I remember my child? 

We encourage families to find ways to 
remember the children they have lost.


Embrace Ministry offers:

• Memorial lapel pins for parents and 

prayer cards.

• A ceramic cross for each grieving family 

as a memorial of their child.


Other ways to remember your child include 
planting a tree, donating to a charity or 
selecting a Christmas ornament each year 
in your child's name.


Can I name my baby, even if I don't know if 
it was a boy or girl? 

Yes. This child had an impact on your life 
and naming allows you to acknowledge his 
or her unique identity, as well as your own 
grief. If you are concerned that you might 
name the baby the wrong gender consider a 
gender neutral name or look to the day your 
baby died and choose from a list of saints 
for that day.


Please add your baby's name to our Parish 
book of Remembrance.


