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The Holy Year of Mercy 

 
On March 13, 2015, Pope Francis declared an extraordinary jubilee. It will be a Holy Year of Mercy. This Holy 

Year commenced on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception (Dec. 8, 2015) and will conclude on the 

Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe (Nov. 20, 2016). 

 

The theme of the Holy Year is: “Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful” (Lk 6:36). The Year of Mercy could 

very well be the signature event and interpretative key of Pope Francis’ papacy. 

 

In his “bull of indiction” or proclamation of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, Pope Francis gives his reason for 

inaugurating such a holy year: “At times we are called to gaze even more attentively on mercy so that we may 

become a more effective sign of the Father’s action in our lives. For this reason I have proclaimed an Extraordinary 

Jubilee of Mercy as a special time for the Church, a time when the witness of believers might grow stronger and 

more effective” (“Misericordiae Vultus” (“The Face of Mercy”), hereafter “Bull of Indiction,” no. 2). 

 

So, during this holy year, the pope is calling us to show mercy and thereby become witnesses of mercy. 

 

But what is mercy? I recall how beautifully St. John Paul II described mercy in his encyclical “Rich in Mercy,” 

which he issued on Nov. 30, 1980. The saintly pontiff wrote, “Mercy is manifested in its true and proper aspect 

when it restores to value, promotes, and draws good from all the forms of evil existing in the world and in man. 

Understood in this way, mercy constitutes the fundamental content of the messianic message of Christ and the 

constitutive power of His mission” (“Dives in Misericordia” (“Rich in Mercy”), no. 6). 

 

So, mercy is restoring to value where value has been lost through physical tragedy and sin. It is the drawing of good 

from all forms of evil in the world, both corporal and moral evil.  

Who provides an example of mercy for us, so that we can see mercy in a concrete form? “Jesus Christ is the face of 

the Father’s mercy. Mercy has become living and visible in Jesus of Nazareth, reaching its culmination in him” 

(“Bull of Indiction,” no. 1). 

 

Consequently, if we are to be witnesses of mercy, we must be imitators of Jesus Christ. “With our eyes fixed on 

Jesus and his merciful gaze, we experience the love of the Most Holy Trinity. The mission Jesus received from the 

Father was that of revealing the mystery of divine love in its fullness” (“Bull of Indiction,” no. 8).  

 

Jesus reveals mercy in the relationships that he forms with people. He constantly draws good from evil and promotes 

the good in the face of every evil he encounters. He restores value where value has been lost in some way, either 

corporally or morally. 

 



As Pope Francis writes: “The relationships he [Jesus] forms with the people who approach him manifest something 

entirely unique and unrepeatable. The signs he works, especially in favor of sinners, the poor, the marginalized, the 

sick, and the suffering, are all meant to teach mercy. Everything in him speaks of mercy” (“Bull of Indiction,” no. 

8).  

 

How do we imitate Jesus today and be witnesses of mercy? Pope Francis calls us to live the corporal and spiritual 

works of mercy, just as Jesus lived these works of mercy. “It is my burning desire that, during this Jubilee, the 

Christian people may reflect on the corporal and spiritual works of mercy” (“Bull of Indiction,” no. 15).  

 

“Jesus introduces us to these works of mercy in his preaching so that we can know whether or not we are living as 

his disciples. Let us rediscover these corporal works of mercy: to feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe 

the naked, welcome the stranger, heal the sick, visit the imprisoned, and bury the dead. 

 

“And let us not forget the spiritual works of mercy: to counsel the doubtful, instruct the ignorant, admonish sinners, 

comfort the afflicted, forgive offences, bear patiently those who do us ill, and pray for the living and the dead” 

(“Bull of Indiction,” no. 8).  

 

By living the works of mercy, we draw good from evil and promote the good in the face of every evil we encounter. 

We restore value where value has been lost in some way, either corporally or spiritually, or both. We do all of this 

by imitating Jesus Christ and in union with him.  

 

Finally, Pope Francis points to Jesus on the cross as the ultimate expression of mercy, particularly Jesus’ words 

forgiving those who crucified him. Jesus draws the good of forgiveness from the evil of his crucifixion. Through 

forgiveness, Jesus restores the value lost by his executioners. 

 

“At the foot of the Cross, Mary, together with John, the disciple of love, witnessed the words of forgiveness spoken 

by Jesus. This supreme expression of mercy towards those who crucified him shows us the point to which the mercy 

of God can reach. Mary attests that the mercy of the Son of God knows no bounds and extends to everyone, without 

exception” (“Bull of Indiction,” no. 24).  

 

Please see the Diocese of New Ulm Web site for more on the Year of Mercy and for a schedule of events and 

resources, as well as for prayers and the Church’s teaching on mercy (www.dnu.org/year-of-mercy). 

 

Tragedies 

We read about so many horrendous tragedies in our world today. What can we do? We can show mercy. The last of 

the spiritual works of mercy is to pray for the living and the dead. We can ask God through prayer to draw good 

from the evil done and to restore value where value has been lost in some way. Let prayer be our first act of mercy 

during the coming holy year. 

 

Advent and Christmas 

Have a most blessed Advent and Christmas. Let the following words of Pope Francis guide us during this holy time 

of the year. “The time of Advent that we begin again today returns us to the horizon of hope, a hope that does not 

disappoint because it is founded on the Word of God. A hope that does not disappoint, simply because the Lord 

never disappoints! He is faithful! The time of Advent that the Church celebrates in preparation for Christmas is a 

new journey of the people of God with Jesus Christ, our Shepherd, who guides us in history towards the completion 

of the Kingdom of God” (Angelus, Dec. 1, 2013). 


