
The Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry seeks, first and foremost, to provide 
opportunities for youth and young adults in the Diocese of New Ulm to experience Jesus Christ 
in a very real and profound way. It does this chiefly through the various programs and events it 
offers, such as: 

• Diocesan Youth Council: is a group of youth which meets regularly throughout the year 
in order to experience Christian fellowship, grow intellectually and spiritually, and 
develop the human virtues. They also attend one diocesan function each year and help out 
at our two youth rallies. These youth seek a deep relationship with Christ and are offered 
the tools and direction necessary for that. 

• Senior High Youth Rally/Junior High Youth Festival: are held annually in the fall and 
spring, respectively. These events feature a keynote speaker, breakout sessions, Mass 
with Bishop LeVoir, a meal, Eucharistic adoration, confession, and other activities. Many 
youth from across the Diocese find themselves experiencing a great joy in being Catholic 
at these events. 

• Young Women’s Discipleship Camp/Young Men’s Discipleship Camp: are week-long 
camps that occur annually at Schoenstatt-on-the-Lake in Sleepy Eye. Filled with prayer, 
talks, and games, the discipleship camps have proven to be formative opportunities for 
young men and women. Because camp is fairly expensive, we often offer scholarships for 
those who have a difficult time meeting the fee. 

• National Catholic Youth Conference: happens every other year in Indianapolis and 
attracts thousands of youth from across the country. Numerous parishes in the Diocese of 
New Ulm attend the conference and use the transportation provided by the Office of 
Youth and Young Adult Ministry. 

• Net Ministries: sends a team to the Diocese of New Ulm every year to put on retreats for 
schools and religious education classes. These retreats are dynamic and challenge youth 
to embrace the life of the Church and follow Jesus. The team travels throughout the 
Diocese and stays at host families’ homes in each town. 

• World Youth Day: is often attended by the Diocese of New Ulm. Made for young adults, 
pilgrims experience the beauty and energy of the Catholic Church on an international 
level. The Diocese coordinates the trip along with a Catholic travel agency and ensures 
an enjoyable and fruitful pilgrimage for those who attend. World Youth Day is held in a 
different country each time it is held. 

• Southwest Minnesota State University Newman Club: is the only Newman Center/Club in 
the Diocese of New Ulm. As a fairly new initiative, the Diocese is key a player in helping 
this Newman Club grow and bring college students to come to know Christ. 

• Young Adult Programs: throughout the Diocese of New Ulm are offered support through 
the Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry. Truth on Tap, for instance, is a young 
adult group that has begun in New Ulm. The Diocese has helped in both time and money 
to ensure this program is a success. 

• Parish Support: is offered by the Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry by 
providing resources, support, monthly meetings, and opportunities to book the Director of 
the Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry for talks, concerts, and retreats. 


