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Diocesan ethics conference held
Dr. Deborah Savage of the St. Paul Seminary faculty, was one of six 
presenters at the Oct. 13 “Reaping the Fruits of Humanae Vitae 50 
Years Later” Ethics Conference held in Sleepy Eye. Savage explored 
what Humanae Vitae says about human relationships.         

(Read more on page 6.)

Making Catholicism credible for doubting millennials
Magis Center brings Credible Catholic orientation and training to Diocese of New Ulm
Science is falsely accused of 
proving God does not exist. 
It would be hard to create 
a bigger lie. While science 
cannot prove God does not 
exist, there is a mountain of 
scientific evidence pointing 
squarely at our Creator. 
              - Credible Catholic

ow can Catholics respond to 
young people’s questions and 

concerns about faith, science, and 
modern problems?

Fr. Robert Spitzer, S.J. thinks 
a new educational series called 
Credible Catholic can help.

“The problem of faith and science 
and evidence is really significant. 
Just invest a couple hours of your 
time and you’ll improve not just 
the faith of your children, not 

On November 15, parish catechetical leaders, directors of religious education, youth ministers, 
clergy and others gathered for a Credible Catholic orientation and training session presented by the 
California-based Magis Center. Sponsored by the Diocese of New Ulm, a morning and evening session 
were offered, both held at the St. Aloysius Jubilee Center in Olivia. The sessions provided an overview 
of the Credible Catholic online program that has received exceptional results in helping youth and 
young adults find the truth about their souls and the Catholic faith. During the morning session’s break, 
Julie Soehren (left) and Deb Pribyl (center), both of New Ulm, had the opportunity to visit with presenter 
Janell Whaley from the Magis Center.                                                                 (Photo by Christine Clancy)
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just their sense of transcendent 
dignity… at the same time they’re 
going to be a lot happier,” Spitzer 
told Catholic News Agency 
(CNA) earlier this summer.

Spitzer is a past president of 
Gonzaga University and frequent 
commentator on the relationship 
between science and religion. He 
has produced seven television 
series for the EWTN Global 
Catholic Network, and now 
produces “Fr. Spitzer’s Universe,” 
on the network. He is the president 
of the Garden Grove, Calif.-based 
Magis Center, which aims to 

revitalize Catholic and Christian 
belief among contemporary 
Americans.

The Magis Center has helped 
develop the Credible Catholic 
series, which has seven 
presentation modules specially 
dedicated to common intellectual 
challenges to faith. The Credible 
Catholic presentations can be 
viewed directly on the Credible 
Catholic website or downloaded.
“Our hope is to turn the tide of 
Millennial unbelief,” Spitzer said.
Surveys from the Pew Research 
Center show a “steep decline” in 

religion in the U.S. among 
younger generations. Self-
identified, religiously unaffiliated 
“nones” numbered 39 percent 
among the age 18-29 demographic 
in 2016, up from 23 percent in 
2006. If the trend continues, this 
proportion will grow to 50 percent 
in the next five years, the Credible 
Catholic website said.

Credible Catholic contends 
religious disaffiliation is being 
driven by “secular myths”: the 
idea that science has proven that 
God does not exist; the idea that 
suffering proves God does not 

exist; the idea that humans are 
just like other animals, made of 
atoms and molecules, with no 
proof of a transcendent “soul”; 
and the idea that there is no proof 
that Jesus was special or divine, 
and no proof of his existence or 
Resurrection.

Spitzer has selected seven 
Credible Catholic modules as 
essential. They deal with evidence 
of the soul from medical science; 
evidence of God’s existence from 
science; proof of God’s existence 
from philosophy; and proof of 
Jesus’ resurrection and divinity. 
Other essential topics address 
the question “why be Catholic?”, 
the nature of true happiness, and 
why an all-loving God would 
allow suffering. The modules aim 
to address the stated intellectual 
reasons Millennials are leaving the 
Church.

When young people leave their 
faith, a significant minority give 
up belief in God entirely. Among 
this group, half do so “because of 
a perceived contradiction between 
faith and science,” Spitzer said.
In Spitzer’s view, young people 
are being strongly exposed to “a 
raft of pretty superficial arguments 
for atheism.”

“They’re easy to address, and 
there’s a ton of evidence to do it 
with,” he added. “Once you give 
all this evidence, it makes the faith 
look more credible than anything 
they might have heard from their  
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Be Not Afraid

by Bishop John M. LeVoir

As you have read or heard, 
the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops held their 
fall meeting in Baltimore from 
November 12 through 14. In 
light of the recently publicized 
scandals involving bishops, the 
main business of the meeting 
was to formulate procedures that 
would hold bishops accountable 
for preventing and handling 
sexual abuse by clergy. There was 
also expected to be a proposal 
to investigate thoroughly the 
Archbishop McCarrick matter.

The bishops had expected 
to discuss and vote upon 
three important measures of 
accountability that had been 
proposed: 1) a process for 
investigating complaints against 
bishops reported through a third-

Recent meeting of the bishops
party compliance hotline; 2) a 
proposal for a single national lay 
commission to process complaints 
and allegations against bishops, 
modeled on diocesan review 
boards; and 3) a set of standards 
of accountability for bishops. The 
bishops were surprised when they 
were told on the first day of the 
meeting that the Holy See had 
instructed them not to vote on 
these measures. 

In lieu of voting, the Holy See 
instructed that consideration of 
these new measures be delayed 
until they could be discussed 
at a special meeting called by 
Pope Francis for February 2019, 
to be held in the Vatican. That 
meeting, which will include the 
presidents of the world’s bishops’ 
conferences, will address the sex 
abuse crisis globally.

The bishops had a lengthy 
discussion of the abuse crisis and 
what initiatives might be taken 
to address offending bishops. 
Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo will 
bring the fruits of the discussion 
to the February meeting in the 
Vatican. Cardinal DiNardo also 
formed a task force to study the 
initiatives and report back to the 
bishops. The task force includes 
Cardinal DiNardo, Cardinal 
Timothy M. Dolan, Archbishop 
Joseph E. Kurtz, and Archbishop 
Wilton D. Gregory.

With regard to the McCarrick 
matter, the Holy See has pledged 
to investigate thoroughly the 
allegations made against him. 
About the investigation, Pope 
Francis said: “We will follow 
the path of truth wherever it may 
lead.” The Archdioceses of New 
York, Newark, and Washington, 
DC., along with the Diocese of 
Metuchen, are also conducting 
their own investigations of the 
McCarrick matter.

The bishops are determined to 
bring healing to victims and 
survivors, and justice to bishops 
who fail in their duty. They 
are committed to a complete 
investigation of the McCarrick 
matter. They are also committed 
to working with the Holy See 
on the global crisis. Please 
continue to pray that the crisis 
will be addressed thoroughly and 
promptly.

Chapter 11
The Minnesota Child Victims 
Act temporarily removed (for 
three years) the civil statute of 
limitations for historical claims 
of child sexual abuse. In order 
to settle the claims brought 
against the diocese, the Diocese 
of New Ulm filed for Chapter 11 
Reorganization under the Federal 
Bankruptcy Code on March 3, 
2017. The diocese continues to 
work its way through the Chapter 

11 Reorganization process. 
Progress is being made, but the 
process takes time and effort. 
Reorganization is the fairest way 
to resolve sexual abuse claims 
while allowing the Church to 
continue its essential work of 
serving people in our local 
communities.

I again extend my deepest 
apologies on behalf of the 
Diocese of New Ulm to victims 
and survivors of clergy sexual 
abuse as minors. Victims and 
survivors have shown incredible 
courage by stepping forward to 
help prevent such a tragedy from 
ever happening again. Victims 
and survivors must be treated with 
dignity, and just compensation 
is owed to them, as well as our 
daily prayers. These are integral 
to the healing process. Please see 
the diocesan website for further 
information.

The Rosary and the prayer 
to St. Michael
Pope Francis, in light of the 
recent crisis in the Church, has 
recommended to all Catholics 
to recite the Rosary, as well as 
the Prayer to St. Michael the 
Archangel, seeking the protection 
of Mary and the assistance of St. 
Michael. Please join me in praying 
these prayers daily. See the 
diocesan website for the Prayer to 
St. Michael.

Hope and healing
I will continue to preside at 
Eucharistic adoration on a regular 
basis, in different parishes in 
the diocese, with opportunities 
for healing prayer, Confession, 
and spiritual counsel for hope 
and healing. Pope Francis has 
reminded us that we all bear 
wounds. These celebrations are 
opportunities to bring the healing 
power of Christ to bear on our 
wounds. Please visit the diocesan 
website for more information.

Pray for priests and deacons
Please continue to pray for your 
priests and deacons, and to 
support them, especially during 
this time of crisis in the Church.  
Also, please work together with 
them to plan for the future of our 
parishes, area faith communities, 
and diocese.  

Christmas
It is vital for us to remember at 
Christmas time that it is Jesus 
Christ, God the Son, who took 
flesh in the womb of Mary, whose 
birth we will celebrate. Mary, the 
new Ark of the Covenant, presents 
the Lord to us for our worship. 
May our hearts dance for joy.
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calendar can be found at www.dnu.
org/calendar/.

BALTIMORE, MD – At the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB) fall general assembly 
Nov. 12-14, 2018, in Baltimore, 
the bishops voted overwhelmingly 
to adopt and promulgate a new 
pastoral letter on racism, the first 
since 1979’s “Brothers and Sisters 
Unto Us.” 

The formal statement, “Open 
Wide Our Hearts: The Enduring 
Call to Love,” A Pastoral Letter 
Against Racism, was approved by 
a two-thirds majority vote of 241 
to 3 with 1 abstention. The letter 
also condemns the rise of anti-
Semitism, anti-Muslim sentiment 
and xenophobia. 

In 2017, the U.S. bishops formed 
a committee to address what 
Church officials have described as 
a resurgence of racism and bigotry 
in the United States and in the 
Catholic Church.

The USCCB Cultural Diversity in 
the Church Committee, chaired by 

Archbishop Gustavo Garcia-Siller, 
M.Sp.S., of San Antonio, Texas, 
spearheaded the letter’s drafting 
and guided it through the voting 
process. 

Bishop Shelton J. Fabre, of 
Houma-Thibodaux, LA, chairman 
of U.S. bishops’ Ad Hoc 
Committee Against Racism and 
chair of the sub-committee on 
African American Affairs within 
the Cultural Diversity Committee, 
issued the following statement:
“The entire body of bishops felt 
the need to address the topic 
of racism, once again, after 
witnessing the deterioration of 
the public discourse, and episodes 
of violence and animosity with 
racial and xenophobic overtones, 
that have re-emerged in American 
society in the last few years. 

“Pastoral letters from the full 
body of bishops are rare, few 
and far between. But at key 
moments in history the bishops 
have come together for important 

pronouncements, paying attention 
to a particular issue and with the 
intention of offering a Christian 
response, full of hope, to the 
problems of our time. This is such 
a time.”

Unlike the 1979 pastoral letter, 
“Open Wide Our Hearts” is much 
more explicit about the oppression 
faced by Native Americans, 
African-Americans and Hispanics 
throughout history. 

Although the new pastoral letter 
acknowledges that words will 
not be enough to root out racism 
in the United States, it says that 

Catholics must acknowledge their 
own sinfulness and the ways they 
have been complicit in the evil 
of racism and we must educate 
ourselves and work toward 
dismantling systemic forms of 
oppression because racism goes 
against human life and dignity. 

The letter said that the Church 
must be as outspoken against 
racism as it is against abortion, 
assisted suicide, and the death 
penalty.

The full text is posted at www.
usccb.org/racism. 

U.S. bishops adopt new anti-racism letter; first in 40 years

Follow 
Bishop LeVoir

on Twitter       
F o l l o w @ o u r l a d y o f n e w u l m
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Three women religious who at 
one time served on the diocesan 
staff at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center in New Ulm have 
celebrated significant anniveraries 
this year.

Sr. Justin Wirth celebrates 70 
years as a School Sister of Notre 
Dame. Her many decades of 
service as a SSND include roles 
as an elementary teacher, retreat 
director, pastoral care minister, 
and spiritual director. From 
1978–1988 Sr. Justin served on 
the diocesan staff in the areas 
of worship and spiritual life and 
charismatic renewal followed by 
11 years in parish ministry at the 
Church of St. Michael in Milroy. 
Sr. Justin currently resides at 
Our Lady of Good Counsel in 
Mankato.

Sr. Kathleen Spencer celebrates 
60 years as a School Sister of 
Notre Dame. As an SSND her 
ministry has been teaching and 
mostly in the area of social 
concerns. From 1977-1982 she 
served as director of Social 

Concerns for the Diocese of New 
Ulm. Following a period of study, 
she returned to devoting her 
ministry to social concerns and 
co-founded and was co-director of 
MORE, a multicultural school for 
refugees and immigrants. Since 
2009, Sr. Kathleen has served as 
an in-home caregiver, serving 
full-time for the West 7th Street 
Community Center in St. Paul.

Sr. Betty Larson celebrates 60 
years as a Sister of the Order of 
Saint Benedict. Her many decades 
of service have been in the area 
of education as either a teacher 

or a principal. In the Diocese 
of New Ulm, Sr. Betty served 
as principal of St. Mary School 
in Bird Island for eight years. 
From 1992-2004 she served as 
Superintendent of Schools for the 
Diocese of New Ulm. After eight 
years as assistant superintendent 
for personnel in the Archdiocese 
of Portland, Sr. Betty returned to 
Minnesota where she served at the 
Church of St. John in Appleton 
for two years. She currently 
serves at the Church of St. Joseph 
in St. Joseph, Minn., as a pastoral 
minister.

Religious with ties to diocese celebrate jubilees

     Sr. Justin Wirth  Sr. Kathleen Spencer    Sr. Betty Larson

Religious disaffiliation 
driven by “secular myths”
(Continued from page 1)

friends in high school or their 
professors in college or especially 
on new media.”

In Spitzer’s view, young people 
seem particularly affected by “a 
malaise that is arising out of the 
problem of suffering.”

“The kids just can’t figure out if 
there is any good that can come 
from suffering, and why a good 
God would allow it,” he said. This 
is an age-old question, rather than 
a scientific problem, but “it has a 
really good answer.”

The Credible Catholic modules 
are designed with the goal that 
no special training is needed for 
them. Presentation guides aim to 
help a presenter lead the module. 
Individual guides and student 
workbooks are also available.

At present, the Credible Catholic 
series is a set of 20 modules that 
serve in a complementary role 

to the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church. The modules help explain 

difficult 
concepts 
and cover 
materials 
addressing 
issues that 
affect society 
today.

“You want to invest in your 
child’s happiness in moving him 
out of superficiality to a life of 
real dignity and leadership for 
the good?” Spitzer asked. “Just 
please, invest three or four hours 
in watching these modules. I 
swear it’ll make a difference not 
only to them but to you.”

Find out more about the Credible 
Catholic series by visiting 
www.crediblecatholic.com. 

Editor’s note: this story was 
provided by Catholic News 
Agency/EWTN News

Fr. Robert Spitzer

Fr. Robert Mraz retires from 
active priestly ministry

After 44 years of priestly ministry 
in the Diocese of New Ulm, Fr. 
Robert Mraz retired in November 
from full-time active priestly 
ministry.

Fr. Mraz was ordained to the 
priesthood for the Diocese of New 
Ulm in his home parish of the 
Church of St. George in Glencoe 
on June 1, 1974, by Bishop 
Alphonse J. Schladweiler.

Following ordination, he served 
the parishes of St. Aloysius in 
Olivia, Cathedral of the Holy 

Trinity in New Ulm which 
included teaching at Cathedral 
High School, Ss. Peter and Paul 
in Ivanhoe, St. Peter in Canby, 
St. Leo in St. Leo, St. Patrick 
in Kandiyohi, St. Thomas More 
in Lake Lillian, Holy Family in 
Silver Lake, St. Mary in Tracy, 
St. Paul in Walnut Grove, and St. 
Michael in Milroy.

Prior to his retirement, Fr. Mraz 
served as parochial vicar of 
the Light of the World Area 
Faith Community (St. Anne in 
Wabasso, St. Mary in Seaforth, 
St. Mathias in Wanda, Our Lady 
of Victory in Lucan, St. Catherine 
in Redwood Falls, and St. John in 
Morton.)

On the diocesan level, Fr. Mraz 
has served on the Priest’s Council, 
the Priest Personnel Board, the 
Diocesan Building Committee, 
and the Diocesan College of 
Consultors.

Fr. Mraz is currently residing in 
Silver Lake.

Fr. Robert Mraz

NEW ULM – As part of 
its ongoing work to fairly 
compensate victims and survivors 
of clergy sexual abuse, while 
continuing to carry out its 
ministry, the Diocese of New 
Ulm recently obtained approval 
to sell land in Sleepy Eye for 
$1.5 million and put the proceeds 
toward a settlement with victims 
and survivors.

The Diocese consulted with 
the committee representing 
the victims and survivors 
throughout the sale process, and 
the committee supported the 
sale of the land, known as the 
Hillesheim Memorial Farm, to 
the Schoenstatt Sisters of Mary, 
a secular institute of women 
engaged in ministry within the 
Diocese of New Ulm. The Sisters 
purchased the land because it is 
adjacent to their Jubilee Family 
Shrine and Schoenstatt retreat 
center on Sleepy Eye Lake. The 
purchase allows the Sisters to own 
right of way for the road to their 
property and could allow growth 
of their ministry. 

“We are very grateful to acquire 
the land adjacent to our property. 

It will help us to more effectively 
secure the peaceful atmosphere of 
our retreat center and the natural 
beauty of its surroundings,” said 
Sr. M. Joanna Buckley, provincial 
superior.

The 194-acre Hillesheim 
Memorial Farm was donated to 
the diocese by the Hillesheim 
family in 1969. Of the 194 acres, 
approximately 177 acres are 
tillable farm land, which has 
been leased to local farmers. The 
Sisters have indicated that they 
may continue to lease some of the 
land for farming. 

In addition, a 7–acre portion of the 
194 acres has been placed in the 
Conservation Reserve Program, 
which removes environmentally 
sensitive land from agricultural 
production to improve water 
quality, reduce soil erosion and 
provide more habitat for wildlife.

In March 2017, the corporation 
of the Diocese of New Ulm filed 
for financial reorganization under 
Chapter 11 of the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code. Chapter 11 provides a 
neutral, court-supervised process 
for the Diocese of New Ulm to 

establish a plan to pay its creditors 
while continuing work essential to 
its mission.

The diocese’s creditors include 
victims and survivors of clergy 
sexual abuse as minors who 
filed claims under the Minnesota 
Child Victims Act. Most of the 
abuse claims stem from incidents 
reported to have occurred from 
the 1950s through the 1970s. 
No priests accused of abuse are 
currently in public ministry in the 
Diocese.

The diocese and those 
representing victims and survivors 
are continuing to work together, 
under the guidance of the court, 
to come to a fair resolution of 
claims. The diocese seeks to 
complete the reorganization 
process as promptly and 
efficiently as possible. Working 
to identify assets to help reach 
a settlement with victims and 
survivors is part of this process.

For more information on the 
reorganization process, please 
visit www.dnu.org and click on 
Reorganization in the top menu 
bar.

Diocesan land sale to help compensate 
victims/survivors of sexual abuse by clergy
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profundas disculpas en nombre 
de la Diócesis de New Ulm a las 
víctimas y sobrevivientes de abuso 
sexual por parte del clero cuando 
menores de edad. Las víctimas y 
los sobrevivientes han demostrado 
una valentía increíble al dar sus 
testimonios y evitar para que una 
tragedia no vuelva a suceder jamás.  
Las víctimas y sobrevivientes 
deben ser tratados con dignidad, 
y se les debe una indemnización 
justa, así como nuestra oración 
todos los días.

El Rosario y la Oración a San 
Miguel
En vista de la reciente crisis que 
está pasando en nuestra Iglesia, 
el Papa Francisco recomienda 
a todos los católicos recitar el 
Rosario, así como la oración a San 
Miguel Arcángel, en busca de la 
protección de María y la asistencia 
de San Miguel.  Por favor únanse a 
mí para orar esta oración todos los 
días. La oración lo puede encontrar 
en nuestra página en la internet. 

Esperanza y Sanación
Continuaré presidiendo 
la Adoración Eucarística 
regularmente en las diferentes 
parroquias de la diócesis. Habrá 
oportunidad para la oración de 
sanación, la confesión y consejería 
espiritual por la sanación. El Papa 
Francisco nos ha recordado que 
todos llevamos heridas. Estas 
celebraciones son oportunidades 
para llevar el poder sanador de 
Cristo a las heridas que todos 
llevamos. Para mayor información 
por favor visite nuestra página en 
la internet.  

Orar por los Sacerdotes y 
Diáconos
Por favor, continúen orando 
por sus sacerdotes y diáconos, 
apóyenlos, especialmente durante 
este tiempo de crisis en la Iglesia. 
También, les pido que trabajen 
juntos para planificar el futuro 
de nuestras parroquias, nuestras 
comunidades del área de fe y por 
la diócesis. 

La Navidad 
Es muy importante recordar en 
la navidad que Jesucristo, Dios 
Hijo, se encarnó en el vientre de 
María, cuyo nacimiento lo vamos 
a celebrar en algunas semanas. 
María, el arca nueva del Alianza, 
nos presenta al Señor para 
adorarlo. Que nuestros corazones 
bailen de alegría.

por Obispo John M. LeVoir 

La reunión de otoño de la 
Conferencia de Obispos Católicos 
de los Estados Unidos se llevó a 
cabo del 12 al 15 de Noviembre en 
Baltimore.  En vista de las noticias 
recientes sobre los escándalos que 
involucran a los obispos, el tema 
principal de la reunión fue de 
formular procedimientos para que 
los obispos se hagan responsables 
de prevenir el abuso sexual por 
parte del clero. También solicitan 
una investigación completa del 
Arzobispo McCarrick.  

Los obispos discutieron 
propuestas sobre: 1) Un proceso 
de investigación de quejas contra 
los obispos a través de un Sistema 
de información de tercero. 2) Una 
comisión laica, para la revisión de 
quejas contra obispos, sobre los 
estándares de rendición de cuentas. 
3) Estándares de rendición de
cuentas para los obispos. 

En lugar de votar, la Santa Sede 
nos informó que las deliberaciones 
deben esperar hasta la reunión 
especial convocada por el Papa 
Francisco para Febrero del 2019 en 
el Vaticano. La reunión contará con 
los presidentes de la Conferencia 
de Obispos del mundo y abordará 
la crisis del abuso sexual a nivel 
mundial. 

Los obispos tuvieron una 
conversación extensa sobre la 
crisis del abuso sexual y sobre las 
iniciativas que se podría tomar para 
enfrentar a los obispos ofensores. 
El Cardenal Daniel N. DiNardo 
llevará un resumen de la reunión al 
Vaticano en febrero del 2019.  

Con respecto a la situación de 
McCarrick, la Santa Sede se 
comprometió a investigar a 
fondo las denuncias en su contra. 
Acerca de las investigaciones, el 
Papa Francisco dijo lo siguiente: 
“Vamos a seguir el camino de la 
verdad donde nos vaya a llevar.” 
Las Arquidiócesis de Nueva York, 
Newark, y Washington, DC y la 
Diócesis de Metuchen, también 
están llevando a cabo su propia 
investigación sobre el asunto de 
McCarrick. 

Los obispos se comprometen a 
brindar sanación a las víctimas 
y sobrevivientes y justicia para 
los obispos que no cumplen con 
sus obligaciones. También se 
comprometen a una investigación 
completa del Arzobispo McCarrick 
y por último, trabajar con la Santa 
Sede sobre la crisis mundial. Por 
favor, continúen orando para que 
este problema se aborde más a 
fondo y lo más pronto posible. 

Cápitulo 11
La Ley de Víctima Infantil de 
Minnesota eliminó temporalmente 
(por tres años) el estatuto civil de 
limitación para reclamos históricos 
de abuso sexual infantil.  Para 
resolver las demandas presentadas 
en contra la diócesis, la Diócesis 
de New Ulm solicitó a una 
reorganización del capítulo 11 bajo 
el Código Federal de bancarrota 
el 3 de marzo del 2017. En este 
momento, la diócesis continúa 
trabajando a través del proceso 
de reorganización. El progreso 
es lento ya que llevará tiempo y 
esfuerzo.  

Una vez más, extiendo mis más 

No Tengas Miedo
Reunión de Noviembre, de los Obispos

 de los Estados Unidos

by Christine Clancy
The Prairie Catholic

The story of Christ’s birth has 
been told and retold so many 
times it could have lost its 
luster generations ago. But it 
hasn’t – not even close. Holding 
on to something as simple and 
as singularly important as the 
Nativity story has proved to be a 
necessity to our faith.

Perhaps nowhere on earth is 
the Nativity story told with 
more pageantry and faith-based 
exuberance than in the annual 
celebration of Las Posadas, a 
tradition held not only throughout 
Mexico and Guatemala, but also 
in the United States including here 
in the Diocese of New Ulm.

Annually in the New Ulm 
diocese, Hispanic Catholics 
have been converging in the 
parish communities of Glencoe, 
Willmar, Montevideo, Marshall 
and Litchfield to celebrate 
the cherished tradition of the 
“Posadas” which commemorates 
the difficult journey the Virgin 
Mary and Joseph took from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem in search 
of a warm place to stay the night. 

Spanish for lodging or inn, the 
“Posadas” is celebrated from Dec. 
16 to Dec. 24. Typically during 
this time, those participating in 
this annual tradition travel to 
homes carrying pictures of Mary 
and Joseph. Or, children might 
dress up as angels or the two 
saints and lead the procession that 
includes songs and praying the 
Rosary or other prayers as they 
travel. 

When the entourage arrive at the 
first home, they are not permitted 
to enter, just like Mary and 
Joseph were refused by the first 
innkeeper they met. Their requests 
are refused at other homes until 
they reach the last home in which 
they are allowed to enter. Once 
everyone enters, the “Posada” 
concludes with prayers, songs, and 
the reading of the Gospel account 
of Mary and Joseph looking for 
shelter. Usually a party follows 
with food, piñatas, and fellowship.

Traditionally, “Las Posadas” 
occurs all nine nights and is 
conducted between different 
homes. However, communities 
may host the event one night out 
of the nine, and they may hold it at 
a single location.

Las Posadas commemorates 
Mary and Joseph’s journey

The journey of Mary and 
Joseph searching for lodging is 
represented each December in the 
Hispanic tradition of Las Posadas, 
Spanish for lodging or inn. Taking 
part in last year’s tradition, Dilan 
Rivera (left) portrayed an angel 
and Edgar Lopez portrayed 
Joseph. Both youth are members 
of the Church of St. Mary in 
Willmar.           

(Photo by Anisabel Palma)

The Diocese of Winona-
Rochester will file for Chapter 
11 bankruptcy to compensate 
victims/survivors of clergy sexual 
abuse and to ensure the diocese’s 
daily operations can continue 
uninterrupted, Bishop John M. 
Quinn said in a Nov. 18, 2018, 
letter included in parish bulletins. 

The diocese is facing 121 claims 
of sexual abuse of minors by 
priests from the 1960s through the 
1980s. The letter said that all of 
the accused have either died, been 
removed from ministry, or laicized 

and no longer function in any 
priestly capacity in the diocese.

The Diocese of Winona-Rochester 
will be the fourth Minnesota 
diocese to file for Chapter 11 
bankruptcy as a result of clergy 
sexual abuse claimes filed under 
the Minnesota Child Victims Act. 
The Archdiocese of St. Paul and 
Minneapolis filed in January 2015, 
Duluth filed in December 2015, 
followed by New Ulm in March 
2017. The St. Cloud diocese plans 
to file, but has yet to do so.

Winona-Rochester diocese to 
file for Chapter 11 BankruptcyA Blessed Advent 

and Christmas Season
to all our readers.

Bishop John LeVoir’s weekly 
ADVENT and CHRISTMAS 
MESSAGES - www.dnu.org
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parish life

by Randy Krzmarzick 

Feb. 25, 1998, saw a confluence 
of events in my little world. It 
was a now-mostly-forgotten 
birthday. It was Ash Wednesday, 
a favorite day of mine on the 
Church calendar. And it was the 
beginning of Perpetual adoration 
at St. Mary’s in Sleepy Eye that 
continues 20 years yon. 

Perpetual adoration is continual 
worship by a community of people 
in the presence of the Blessed 
Sacrament. It is a Catholic thing. 
There are a lot of Catholic things. 
One can be Catholic their entire 
life and never fully plumb the 
2,000 years of rituals, music, and 
spiritual practices within our faith 
legacy. I like that. To my non-
Catholic friends some of it may 
seem a bit quirky. I can see that.

We believe Jesus is present body, 
blood, soul, and divinity in the 
Eucharistic host which has been 
consecrated at Mass. While God 
is certainly present everywhere, 
we consider Jesus to be present in 
the host in a unique and powerful 
sense. In the Blessed Sacrament, 
Jesus is with us as he was with the 
apostles.  

So for 20 years, excepting Mass 
times and a couple of blizzards, 
someone has been in Adoration at 
St. Mary’s an hour at a time. It was 
first located in the convent chapel. 
When the convent was taken 
down, it shifted to the back of the 
main church. It also spends part of 
each week at Divine Providence 
Community Home in Sleepy 
Eye in the beautiful chapel there. 
Last year, adoration moved to the 
dedicated chapel in the new north 
addition of St. Mary’s church. God 
willing it will continue there for 
many years.  

That is 24-hours a day, seven days 
a week. It is remarkable when 
you think of 20-below days, 2 
a.m. and 3 a.m. time slots, and 
busy weekends. Every hour. That 
means in our little parish here on 
the prairie, more than 200 people 
are taking turns in prayer. It is an 
amazing feat really.

I have had the 5 a.m. Wednesday 
hour for those 20 years. Sometimes 
I have been with someone, 
sometimes alone. One time I slept 
late and got there late. I usually 
miss a couple times each year for 
traveling. A little figuring means 
I’m coming up on 1,000 hours.  

I wish I could report those were 
1,000 hours rapt in deep spiritual 
devotion. When this began, I was 
wildly enthusiastic, ready to save 
the world with prayer. I remember 
the first few times, kneeling 
the entire hour and making 
excruciating effort to pray deeply.  

After realizing my knees and brain 
were fighting me on this, I relaxed 
my regimen. I kneel a while at the 
beginning and end of the hour. 
In between, I sit. Often I write or 
read something religious. Intense 
focus has turned into trying to 
keep my thoughts from straying 
too far.  

In meditation, we are told to let 
random and distracting thoughts 
float by as if in a stream. Don’t 
focus on them, let them go gently 
past. I try. But sometimes the 
thoughts climb up on the dock and 
jump up and down demanding 
attention. Thoughts that range in 
gravity from “Soybeans are up.  
Should I sell some today?” to 
“Will the Twins beat the Yankees 
in my lifetime?”

Some days the hour goes by 
quickly and others it drags.  
Regardless, I am glad I have 
that time. Sunday Mass and 
Wednesday adoration are fulcrums 
that the rest of my week pivot on. 
I know Jesus is fully present, even 
if I am not. Some days all I can 
offer is, “Here I am Lord.” There 
is an old saying that goes, “Half 
the battle is showing up.” I’ll lean 
on that and give myself credit for 
those 1,000 hours.

Thinking back, there has never 
been a shortfall of things to pray 
for, on, and about in these twenty 
years. Later in 1998, my father 
passed away and my mother 
the following spring. Our three 
children have grown and left the 
house; now we have a grandchild. 
If you are a parent, you know 
those prayers. Friends and family 

have battled afflictions. Several 
close friends have died. It has 
probably been no different than 
any 20 years in any of our lives; 
challenges are a constant.
Regardless of our faith, we all 
have varied ways of seeking 
and being present to the Creator.  
Many take time in nature. God 
is in the spectacular: sunrises, 
sunsets, mountains, oceans. He 
is also to be found in smaller 
matters: bird song, an intricate 
leaf, snowflakes.  

Then, we meet God in the unlikely 
mix of people we encounter each 
day. God is in circumstances, 
some we create and others that are 
thrust on us. The chance to help 
someone, to listen to someone 
who needs an ear, to disrupt our 
own plans for someone else’s. Or 
are those God’s plans?

At adoration, outside of short 
conversations of greeting with 
the persons who have the hour 
before and after, it is quiet. The 
room is simply adorned. The host 
is displayed in a “monstrance” 
on a small altar. There are a few 
candles, sometimes plants, and 
stained-glass windows above. The 
overriding characteristic is silence. 
Once you encounter the quiet, then 
comes the task of quieting your 
head.

Silence is not common in our 
world. Our ancestors would have 
known silence better. In the last 
century, generation by generation 
has added tools that are wonderful, 
but each added to the noise: radio, 
telephones, television, computer. 
Now we have phones that are all 
those things.   

In the First Book of Kings we are 
reminded why we need silence. 
Elijah is told to go to the mountain 
and wait for the Lord. “Then a 
great and powerful wind tore the 
mountains apart and shattered 
the rocks before the Lord, but the 
Lord was not in the wind. After 
the wind there was an earthquake, 
but the Lord was not in the 
earthquake. After the earthquake 
came a fire, but the Lord was not 
in the fire. And after the fire came 
a gentle whisper, a still small 
voice.” That was God. The still 
small voice. 

Whether it is in a chapel, or the 
woods, or our homes, it is good to 
be in quiet sometimes.

Editor’s note: Randy Krzmarzick 
is a lifetime member of the Church 
of St. Mary in Sleepy Eye.

by Fr. Jerry Meidl

It is December and we are well 
into Advent.

We really only needed three 
good candles for Advent this 
year because the fourth week 
of Advent is only two days 
long. Christmas is on a Tuesday 
this year, which means that 
Christmas Eve is on Monday; 
so for all practical purposes, 
after the fourth Sunday of 
Advent is celebrated, our 
thoughts and actions will be 
pointed head long into the feast 
of Christmas!  

I suggested to my parishioners 
that they join me in starting 
Advent early, like Nov. 26, 
which was the Monday after 
Thanksgiving. By then we 
would be done with the 
relatives and the obligatory 
Black Friday shopping. We can 
take a deep breath, let it out 
(repeat), and begin Advent.

Advent is a time of preparation 
for the birth of our Savior 
Jesus. Now, most of us have 
our Christmas decorations up 
already. Others have all or half 
our shopping done. However, 
how many of us have started 
preparing our hearts for Jesus? 
Is three or even four weeks 
enough time to prepare for 
Jesus?

On the wall of a psychologist’s 
office, there was a sign that 
read, “No one is coming.”  The 
meaning of that sign is that 
nothing is going to improve 
unless the person themself takes 
responsibility for their own 
thoughts, feelings, and actions.  
It means that no one will come, 
fix our lives, and make them 
better while we do nothing. 

The coming of Christ does not 
mean that he does everything 
for us while we do nothing. 
God insists that we do our 
part. The time of Advent will 
prepare us for the coming 
of Christ only to the extent 
that we apply ourselves. I am 
positive that no one took their 

Christmas decorations out of 
the attic or the garage and the 
decorations magically took 
their right places. There is time 
and effort put into decorating 
for Christmas. Likewise, there 
is time and effort needed to 
prepare our hearts for Jesus 
during Advent.

As we live our very busy lives 
we might say “How full and 
rich my life is!” But are we 
stopping and savoring those 
wonderful moments? Do we 
allow ourselves the time and 
space to experience, digest, and 
grow from them? Are we caught 
in the rat race running from 
one thing to another, never or 
rarely truly being present in the 
current moment?

Advent is a time to slow down 
our own lives while the rest 
of the world speeds up.  It is a 
time to balance our preparation 
for the secular Christmas with 
the coming of Jesus into “the” 
world and into “our” world. We 
cannot do it all and we must 
make choices. We must make 
choices for Advent.

Our parishes help us. Many 
parishes have daily Advent 
meditation booklets, some have 
Advent programs, and all have 
special times for the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation. And, beyond 
that, as the sign says, “no one 
is coming.” Nothing is going 
to happen unless we personally 
take responsibility for our own 
preparation. No one will come 
and make our lives better while 
we do nothing. Jesus cannot 
help us without our cooperation. 
God insists that we do our part. 
The Church gives us this special 
time for Advent. What will we 
do with it?

Fr. Jerry Meidl serves as senior 
associate at the Holy Cross 
Area Faith Community (St. 
Mary, New Ulm; St. Gregory 
the Great, Lafayette; Cathedral 
of the Holy Trinity, New Ulm; 
St. John the Baptist, Searles; 
St. George, West Newton 
Township).

Advent: a time to slow down; 
prepare our hearts for Jesus 

Twenty years waiting in silence

Effective Nov. 2, 2018
Fr. Robert Mraz retired from full-time active ministry, but will 
provide limited pastoral assistance as needed. 

Official announcement
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by Sr. Candace Fier, ISSM

It is history that reveals whether a 
prophet is authentic or not.

Saint Paul VI’s encyclical 
Humanae Vitae (On Human Life) 
was proclaimed on July 25, 1968. 
Controversial in both Church and 
society, the encyclical reaffirmed 
the Church’s orthodox view of 
marriage and family, maintaining 
its rejection of “artificial” birth 
control. Over the years, some 
have called Saint Paul VI a 
prophet for our time because of 
the predictions he made in this 
encyclical.

So, how have the claims 
associated with Humanae Vitae 
stood the test of time and what 
have the past 50 years revealed?

On Oct. 13, 2018, the Diocese of 
New Ulm sponsored a daylong 
Ethics Conference held at 
Schoenstatt on the Lake in Sleepy 
Eye. It was here where Humanae 
Vitae was examined to see how its 
message applies to us today.

The conference offered talks 
from six presenters who each 
approached the topic from a 
different perspective, offering 
various aspects of what Saint Paul 
VI saw as the consequences of 
contraceptive use.

Conference speakers were: 
Prof. Teresa Collett from the 
University of St. Thomas School 

of Law; Mary Hill, executive 
vice president for Mission, Avera 
Health; Dr. Frani Knowles, New 
Ulm Medical Center; Bishop John 
M. LeVoir, bishop of New Ulm; 
Dr. Deborah Savage, professor 
at St. Paul Seminary School 
of Divinity; and Dan and Joy 
Wambeke, a marriage ministry 
couple from the parish of St. Eloi, 
Ghent.

Prof. Teresa Collett set the tone 
for the conference by inviting 
participants to focus on Saint 
Paul IV’s prophecy. She said 
that by embracing anything 
other than a method of family 
planning (the timing and spacing 
of children) grounded in self-
restraint and understanding 
sexual love, that we will see the 
government begin to intervene, 
just as the pope predicted. 
There would be widespread 
acceptance of contraception 
resulting in increased marital 
infidelity; a general lowering 
of moral standards; men would 
come to treat women as mere 
instruments for the satisfaction 
of their own desires; and public 
authorities would intervene in 
the most personal and intimate 
responsibilities of husband and 
wife.

A walk through the legal history 
of the past 50 years verifies the 
trend – government has and is 
exercising its power to intervene.

Controversial in both Church and society, history reveals the prophet

Among the six presenters at the Oct. 13 Ethics Conference in Sleepy 
Eye, Dan and Joy Wambeke shared how living out the teachings of 
Humanae Vitae in their marriage has created the habit of depending 
on God. The Wambekes serve as a marriage ministry couple in the 
diocese and are members of St. Eloi in Ghent. 

(Photo by Christine Clancy)

without contradicting scripture or 
Church teaching.

“Infertility, recurrent miscarriage, 
PMS, polycystic ovarian disease, 
endometriosis, are problems that 
are often times fixable,” Knowles 
said. 

Knowles believes that true 
“preventative” medicine is 
following the directives God 
provides for our sexuality, 
thereby avoiding the promiscuous 
college girl who feels used and 
alone; the infertile woman who 
was put on the pill for cramps; 
the man whose wife left him 
because she felt “second rate” to 
all of the women he viewed while 
looking at pornography. 

Planting the seeds of future 
teaching on marriage and family
Bishop John M. LeVoir reflected 
back to the time surrounding 
1968 when Humanae Vitae was 
proclaimed. He said that 1960 to 
1970 were times of upheaval.  

LeVoir explained that Vatican II 
(1962-65) addressed the topics 
of marriage and family, but had 
left the issue of birth control 
to Saint Paul VI and a special 
commission. 

“The commission ultimately 
recommended the traditional 
teaching on birth control be 
changed. But, Saint Paul 
VI preserved the traditional 
teaching, as then - Bishop Karol 
Wojtyla (Saint John Paul II) 
recommended,” LeVoir said. 
LeVoir said that Humanae 
Vitae contains in seed form 

the Theology of the Body (St 
Pope John Paul II’s teaching 
on marriage and family), and 
Familiaris Consortio, (his 
document on the Christian 
Family), which have profoundly 
shaped the Church’s teaching on 
marriage and family.

The sexual revolution.
Dr. Deborah Savage explained 
the “sexual revolution” and its 
separation of sex from a loving, 
committed relationship that 
characterized her college years. 

She said that the hook-up culture 
and the phenomenon of the 
#MeToo movement were the 
logical consequences of that time, 
repeated every day in one-night 
stands, in drunken encounters on 
college campuses, in domestic 
abuse, and in the horror of 
pornography. “We find ourselves 
now in total confusion about 
human relationships,” Savage 
said. Humanae Vitae provides 
the key to understanding human 
relationships.

Depending on God through NFP
The conference concluded 
with Dan and Joy Wambeke’s 
discussion of living out the 
teachings of Humanae Vitae in 
their marriage. 

Through their love as husband 
and wife, the Wambekes found the 
seeds of virtue. “Natural Family 
Planning endorses that virtue,” 
Joy said. 

For the couple, NFP created the 
habit of depending on God, and 
blessed their lives.

Dan admitted that the expression 
of total self-gift in the marital act 
is sometimes difficult to sacrifice 
in the times of abstinence, but 
said that it is then that self-gift is 
perfected. Likewise, love grows 
stronger through suffering. 12“We 
can experience joy even in the sad 
times, because Saint Paul VI said 
the love in marriage is meant to 
survive the sorrows and to deepen 
love in those times,” Dan said. 

Sr. Candace Fier is director of 
the Office of Family Life for the 
Diocese of New Ulm.

Collette said that the Health and 
Human Services Mandate requires 
employers to provide insurance 
plans that provide contraception, 
sterilization, and abortion-
inducing drugs under the guise of 
preventative health care.  “Every 
employer that would not comply 
would incur heavy fines,” Collett 
said.

Catholic healthcare – a ministry 
of the Church
Presenter Mary Hill gave witness 
to how the Church proclaims the 
prophetic vision of Saint Paul VI 
through its guidance in the Ethical 
and Religious Directives for 
Catholic Health Care. 

She linked Humanae Vitae to part 
four of the Directives containing 
the four essential values for the 
beginning of life care: sanctity of 
life from conception to natural 
death; respect for the biological, 
psychological, and moral bonds 
of marriage and family; respect 
for the procreative act by ensuring 
that it is always open to life; and 
appropriate use of technology 
which excludes any technologies 
that substitute for the marital 
relations. “Catholic health care is 
a ministry of the Catholic Church 
and we proclaim and evangelize 
Church teaching through the ways 
we operate and treat those persons 
within our ministry,” Hill said.  

Prescribed contraceptives versus 
practicing Catholic medicine
In light of Humanae Vitae, 
presenter Dr. Frani Knowles’ 
primary goal is to offer a medical 
practice that helps married 
couples successfully plan a family 

Harvest Hope: Farmer/Spouse Retreat
February 8–9, 2019

Abbey of the Hills near Marvin South Dakota

A retreat for farm couples
that will focus on:  
l Hope
l Faith
l Communication
l Stress reduction
l Humor

Speakers include: 
       Brent Olson - humorist

       Ted Matthews - director of mental health outreach for Minnesota 
       Department of Agriculture (2 back to back sessions)

Deacon Tim Dolan & Jill Adelman

    VISIT: www.abbeyofthehills.org/upcoming-events or contact
Deacon Tim Dolan, director of the Office of Social Concerns for 

the Diocese of New Ulm, tdolan@dnu.org; 507-233-5326.
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Join over 2,000 MN Catholics for 
a day of education and 

advocacy, connecting our faith 
and our citizenship!

T i c k e t s  &  B u s i n g :
CatholicsAtTheCapitol.org

St. Paul, MN
RiverCentre & 

the State Capitol



education

The Prairie Catholic          l        Page 8         l         December 2018

This month’s question:
What do I say to my son/daughter who 

is married outside of the Church

Fo r faithful Catholics who
have a family member planning 
on getting married outside of 
the Church, please know that 
this difficult and potentially 
painful scenario is also an 
opportunity to speak about the 
importance and significance of 
the sacrament of marriage from 
your own perspective. Parents and 
grandparents (and godparents, 
too): do not underestimate 
the power of your personal 
encouragement and your witness 
to the role of the Lord and the 
Church in your own marriages. 
Do not be afraid to talk to your 
loved ones, and to encourage 
them to do the right thing. Your 
truthful words can offer a lot more 
inspiration than you might think is 
possible.

Family members should not be 
afraid to encourage a couple to 

 by Fr. Mark Steffl, STL, JCL 

Ask a Canon Lawyer

make time to visit with a priest 
about what the decision to get 
married outside of the Church 
will mean for them and their 
relationship to the Church. 

Sometimes couples simply don’t 
think of these things in the long 
term. They need to recognize how 
it can affect not only themselves 
but their families. Many times in 
my ministry I have encountered 
distraught parents in tears about 
a decision of an adult child to 
get married outside the Church.
Such parents often worry that they 
cannot in good conscience go to 
such a wedding, concerned that 
their presence would be taken as 
giving approval to such a decision. 
That is a painful decision for any 
Catholic parent to face.

For those who, for whatever 
reason, have already celebrated 
their wedding outside of 
the Church, the Church is 
always ready to assist them 
in “validating” their union – 
exchanging their vows to each 

other again so that their marriage 
can be recognized as such by the 
Catholic Church. The Church 
always wants to “regularize” what 
is irregular, and to help everyone 
to get to where they need to be. 

To begin this process of validating 
their marriage, a couple meets 
with their parish priest to discuss 
the details and circumstances 
of why their wedding was not 
celebrated according to “Catholic 
form” and their desire to be 
fully involved once again in the 
sacramental life of the Church. He 
can guide them through gathering 
the necessary information and 
paperwork, and together they will 
chart out a plan of preparation 
for a Catholic marriage. After the 
time of preparation is complete, 
the bride and groom will exchange 
their vows before a Catholic 
priest or deacon with at least two 
witnesses, that is, according to 
the Catholic form of marriage. 
(Usually this is done in a small, 
often private ceremony, rather 
than a full-blown wedding.) With 

their Marriage recognized by the 
Church, the Catholic spouse or 
spouses can once again receive 
the Sacraments.

The Sacrament of 
Reconciliation (Confession) in 
the Lives of Married Persons
Behind all of this, it is important 
to highlight what is so often 
overlooked: that marriage 
between Christians is a sacrament, 
and that it is meant to be a channel 
of new graces and blessings for 
the married couple. 

In preparing a couple for 
marriage, I always remind them 
(or the Catholic party if they 
are not both Catholic) of the 
importance of receiving the 
Sacrament of Confession before 
the wedding, and to continue to 
do so regularly throughout their 
married lives. The Lord has an 
abundance of grace 
prepared for each 
married couple, 
and from a pastoral 
perspective I see 
how making use of 
this Sacrament of 
Reconciliation is too 
often missing from 
both the wedding 
preparation and the 

married life. This omission can 
potentially deprive the newly 
married couple of some spiritual 
aid in making their marriage the 
happy and holy one that the Lord 
desires it to be.

NEXT COLUMN: What is 
required to be a godparent/sponsor 
for Baptism and Confirmation?

Editor’s note: Fr. Mark 
Steffl serves as the 
Diocese of New Ulm’s 
canon lawyer and is 
the judicial vicar of the 
diocesan Office of the 
Tribunal.

Do you have a question
regarding canon law that you 
would like to see answered here? 
E-mail The Prairie Catholic at 
cclancy@dnu.org. In the subject 
area indicate “Ask a canon 
lawyer.”

Vatican City - Pope Francis speaks with Cardinal Blase J. Cupich of 
Chicago, in St. Peter's Square during a general audience. 

(Photo by L'Osservatore Romano)

Cardinal Cupich organizing committee for Vatican's meeting on abuse prevention
by Catholic News Agency

VATICAN CITY – The Vatican 
announced Nov. 23, 2018, 
Pope Francis’ selection for the 
organizing committee of the 
Vatican’s February meeting of 
bishops on abuse prevention. 
Among the group named is 
Cardinal Blase J. Cupich of 
Chicago.

The gathering, which will take 
place Feb. 21-24, 2019, is focused 
on the protection of minors 
from sexual abuse within the 
Church. The pope has asked the 
presidents of the world's bishops' 
conferences, and the heads of the 
Eastern Catholic Churches, to 
attend.

In addition to Cupich, Francis 
also placed on the organizing 
committee Cardinal Oswald 
Gracias of Bombay and 
Archbishop Charles Scicluna 
of Malta, who was recently 
made adjunct secretary of the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of 
Faith. 

Fr. Hans Zollner, president of 

the Center for the Protection of 
Minors at the Pontifical Gregorian 
University, and a member of the 
Pontifical Commission for the 
Protection of Minors (PCPM), 
was also named a member and 
made the contact person for the 
committee.

Earlier last month, the Vatican 
asked the United States bishops 
to postpone their consideration 
of a new code of conduct for 
bishops and the creation of a lay-
led body to investigate bishops 
accused of misconduct, until after 
the conclusion of the February 
meeting on abuse.

Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo, 
president of the U.S. bishops' 
conference, made the 
announcement Nov. 12, during 
the bishops' fall general assembly 
in Baltimore. The instruction to 
halt the vote was given by the 
Congregation for Bishops.

At DiNardo’s announcement, 
Cupich intervened from the 
floor, expressing his support for 
the pope. He also proposed an 
alternate plan on how to handle 

misconduct complaints against 
bishops, different from the draft 
measures previously presented by 
conference leadership.

In a statement Nov. 23, Papal 
spokesman Greg Burke 
called the February meeting 
"unprecedented," and said that it 
"shows Pope Francis has made the 
protection of minors a fundamental 
priority for the Church."

The gathering is about "keeping 
children safe from harm 
worldwide," he said, adding that 
the pope wants the Church's 
leaders to "to have a full 
understanding of the devastating 
impact that clerical sexual abuse 
has on victims."

Burke said that the meeting is 
for bishops, who, he said, have 
the most responsibility for the 

"grave problem" of abuse; but lay 
men and women who are experts 
in the area of abuse will also be 
providing input and will be able 
to help address what should be 
done “to ensure transparency and 
accountability.” 

Among those who will be helping 
with preparations for the February 
meeting are members of the PCPM 
and the lay undersecretaries of the 
Dicastery for Laity, Family, and 
Life: Dr. Gabriella Gambino and 
Dr. Linda Ghisoni. Some number 
of victims of abuse by clergy will 
also be helping with preparations.

In addition to Pope Francis, other 
Vatican representation at the 
meeting will be the superiors of 
the Secretariat of State, and the 
prefects of seven congregations, 
including the Congregation for 
the Doctrine of the Faith, the 
Congregation of Bishops, and the 
Dicastery for Laity, Family, and 
Life.

Representatives of men’s and 
women’s religious orders will also 
be present.



Catholic life
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by Fr. Aaron Johanneck

The season of Advent is a time 
of preparation for the coming of 
Christ.  The word 
“advent” is from 
the Latin word 
“adventus,” which 
means “coming.”  
During this short 
season we prepare 
to celebrate the birth 
of Jesus Christ.  
However, it is important for us to 
remember that Advent is a time 
not only to prepare for this First 
Coming of Christ, but also for his 
glorious Second Coming at the end 
of time.  As stated in the Catholic 
Church’s Universal Norms for the 
Liturgical Year and the Calendar, 
“Advent has a twofold character, 
for it is a time of preparation for 
the solemnities of Christmas, 
in which the First Coming of 
the Son of God to humanity is 
remembered, and likewise a 
time when, by remembrance of 
this, minds and hearts are led to 
look forward to Christ’s Second 
Coming at the end of time.”

The Church turns her attention 
to the Second Coming of the 
Lord both at the end and at the 
beginning of the liturgical year, 
which begins with the First Sunday 
of Advent.  Many of the Gospel 
passages for Mass during this time 
describe what this will be like and 
emphasize the need to be prepared.  
The Advent summons to “Prepare 
the way of the Lord” is not only a 
summons to prepare ourselves for 
Christmas, but also to prepare our 
hearts to welcome Christ when he 
comes again in glory, whenever 
that might be, for we know not the 
day nor the hour (cf. Mark 13:32).

Looking forward to the Lord’s 
Second Coming is also an 
important aspect of the sacred 
liturgy.  In the liturgy, we recall 
and sacramentally make present, 
or “re-present,” the saving events 
of the life of Jesus Christ.  We also 
look forward to when Christ will 
come again in glory at the end of 
time.  We see this reality expressed 
in some of the texts of the Mass.  
Two of the three Memorial 
Acclamations, which we proclaim 
after the Consecration, conclude 
with the words, “until you come 
again.”  In Eucharistic Prayer 
III the priest prays, “as we look 
forward to his Second Coming, 

we offer you in thanksgiving this 
holy and living sacrifice.”  After 
the Our Father, the priest asks the 
Lord to deliver us from all evil, 

“as we await the 
blessed hope and 
the coming of 
our Savior, Jesus 
Christ.”

From very early 
in Christianity, 
the rising sun 

came to represent the coming of 
Christ in his glory.  For this reason, 
it was common for Christians to 
pray toward the east, the direction 
of the rising sun.  During the 
celebration of the Holy Mass, 
especially during the Liturgy of 
the Eucharist, the priest and the 
whole assembly would face east 
in expectation of the coming of 
the Lord.  As Jews pray toward 
the Temple in Jerusalem, and 
Muslims to Mecca, so Christians 
prayed to the east.  Since it was not 
always possible for churches to be 
oriented (from the Latin, orient, 
or east) with the altar on the east 
end of the building, the Church 
eventually came to the notion of 
“liturgical east.”  Together the 
priest and people would face the 
apse (the curved back wall of 
the church), on which was often 
depicted an image of Christ in 
glory seated on his throne in 
heaven or of Christ crucified, or 
where the high altar and tabernacle 
were located.  

This position of the priest in 
relation to the people is not 
properly understood as Mass 
celebrated with the priest “facing 
the wall” or “with his back to the 
people.”  Rather, this position of 
the priest during certain points of 
the Mass manifests the truth that 
the priest is addressing God the 
Father on behalf of all the people 
in the person of Christ.  The priest 
stands at the head of the assembly 
and leads them in prayer to God.  
Together priest and people are 
turned, not toward each other, but 
to the Lord who will come again in 
glory like the sun rising in the east, 
conquering the darkness and filling 
the world with light.  Come, Lord 
Jesus!

Fr. Aaron Johanneck is director 
of the Office of Worship for the 
Diocese of New Ulm. 

Turning toward the Lord 
during Advent and in the 
sacred liturgy

Sursum Corda
L i f t  U p  Yo u r  H e a r t s

by Jeanne Bednarek
DCCW scholarship coordinator

The Catholic faith is the oldest 
and most established branch of 
Christianity. And the New Ulm 
Diocesan Council of Catholic 
Women (NUDCCW) has a vested 
interest in helping diocesan faithful 
to grow in their faith.

The NUDCCW believe strongly 
in community service, helping 
its members uphold the Catholic 
traditions well into the future.

Our faith education is never 
finished. We are constantly 
challenged to grow as well as assist 
others in their faith journey. 

However, some of us tend to 
neglect our faith growth or do not 
try to increase our skills because of 
time or family budget. 

Annually, the NUDCCW offers 
a unique scholarship program 
that provides financial assistance 
to local CCW groups and parish 
members involved in various parish 
ministries. The scholarship fund is 
intended to help with the the cost of 
attending workshops, conferences, 
seminars, classes, or courses related 
to the Catholic faith.

Perhaps your parish CCW would 

like to bring in a speaker or 
enrich your parish bible study by 
purchasing books or a DVD series 
where many can benefit. Or, maybe 
you want to grow in your Catholic 
faith in order to become a more 
confident religion class teacher? 
The DCCW scholarship program 
can offer assistance.

One of the requirements of the 
scholarship program is that your 
parish CCW financially donate in 
some capacity to this program in 
order for parish members to be 
considered for a scholarship. 

Many thanks to all of the parishes 
who already have been so generous 
in their giving, which allows this 
program to continue to be a vital 
part of the DCCW organization.

Scholarship information booklets 
are available to each parish 
in the diocese explaining the 
program, including the eligibility 
requirements along with a 
blank application. Contact your 
local parish CCW president or 
scholarship coordinator for the 
application and requirements. 
Scholarship applications must be 
received by March 1, 2019.

To learn more about the DCCW 
scholarship program or to obtain 
an application form visit www.
nudccw.org. For questions, contact 
Jeanne Bednarek, 1918 330th 
Street, Ivanhoe, MN  56142, 
507-694-1467, jbednarekforccw@
gmail.com.

DCCW scholarship assistance available for 
those desiring to enrich their Catholic faith

by Christine Clancy
The Prairie Catholic
The annual Minnesota Citizens 
Concerned for Life (MCCL) 
March for Life will be held at the 
State Capitol on Tuesday, Jan. 
22, to mark the 46th anniversary 
of Roe v. Wade, the 1973 United 
States Supreme Court decision that 
legalized abortion.

The 30-minute March will begin at 
noon on the State Capitol grounds, 
followed by a brief program at 
12:30 p.m. The (MCCL) will 
announce the 2019 legislative 
agenda and introduce pro-life 
lawmakers and officials. Some 
citizens meet with their own state 
lawmakers after the March for 
Life.

An ecumenical prayer service for 
life, sponsored by the Archdiocese 
of St. Paul and Minneapolis, will 
take place prior to the rally at 
10:30 a.m. at the Cathedral of 
St. Paul. Following the service, 
participants will walk to the 

Capitol for the March for Life.

Bus transporation available 
Buses for the March for Life will 
depart from several locations in 
the New Ulm diocese.

Marshall area - A bus will load at 
6:45 a.m. at the northwest corner 
of the Market Street Mall parking 
lot in Marshall. Additional stops 
can be arranged in Redwood Falls 
and other points along the way. 
Contact Lori Timmerman at 507-
476-0070, email ltimmerman@

holy-redeemer.com to reserve a 
spot.

New Ulm - There will be a 7 a.m. 
Mass celebrated at the Cathedral 
of the Holy Trinity prior to loading 
the coach bus at 7:40 a.m. Contact 
the Cathedral office at 507-354-
4158 to reserve a spot. Questions
can be directed to trip coordinator 
Kate Sloot, sloot@newulmtel.net.

Those riding a bus to the March 
should bring a sack lunch and 
dress warmly.

If there is inclement weather, 
check Twin Cities’ news outlets 
or visit www.mccl.org, 612-825-
6831.

Editor’s note: Additional busing 
locations and times arranged 
after The Prairie Catholic was 
published will be posted on the 
Diocese of New Ulm’s website as 
the information is received. Visit 
www.dnu.org/familylife/.

March for Life at State Capitol - be there!
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social concerns

The evil within our own heart

In politics today, people 
have fallen into the habit of 
condemning the evil in other 
persons, groups, structures, or 
oppressor classes, while they 
themselves embrace the role of 
victim. 

But the true enemy, from a 
Christian perspective, is never just 
something “out there.” Rather, as 
the Vatican’s Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith reminds us in 
Placuit Deo, “the evil that is most 
damaging to the human person is 
that which comes from his or her 
heart.”  

Solzhenitsyn’s witness
Who would know better about 
having ideological enemies than 
the Russian writer Aleksandr 
Solzhenitsyn (1918-2008); he 
spent seven years in Soviet labor 
camps and three years in exile 
before being exonerated.    
Though Solzhenitsyn was 
steadfast in denouncing the 
destructive ideology of the Soviet 

regime, Solzhenitsyn knew he 
could not succumb to personal 
hatred of individuals. He wrote: 
“It is impossible to expel evil from 
the world in its entirety, but it is 
possible to constrict it within each 
person.” Solzhenitsyn reminds us 
that the struggle for justice in our 
world is won or lost in the soul of 
each person. 

Despite the evil inflicted upon him 
by others, he knew that the battle 
against evil for which he was most 
responsible was the one within his 
own heart. The same is true for 
each one of us. 

The evil “out there”
Our culture views social relations 
increasingly through a victim/
oppressor ideology, and we all 
have been conditioned to see 
ourselves as victims of some 
enemy class that seeks to impose 
its evil worldview upon us.  

This trend can be seen on both 
sides of the political spectrum.  
One side blames an assortment 
of alleged bigots and status quo 
seekers – corporations, Christian 
nationalists, members of the 
patriarchy, and white people – for 
the oppression of pretty much 
everyone else.  

Meanwhile, the other side 
demonizes those branded 

as subversive elites and 
infiltrators: Marxists, Wall Street, 
multiculturalists, Hollywood, 
Muslims, immigrants, and the 
media.  

Each group’s hatred for its 
supposed enemies is palpable; 
even worse, one is guilty by 
association – all Republicans are 
misogynist white supremacists and 
all Democrats are anti-American 
communist enemies of the people.  

There is, of course, a certain 
comfort in this approach, as it is 
certainly far easier to condemn 
the wicked “out there” than 
to recognize both our own 
sinfulness as a cause of social 
disorder and concurrent need for 
transformation. 

But this growing hatred cannot 
end well. Coupled with the lack 
of civil debate and discourse, it 
will likely end in more bloodshed 
– some of which we’ve already 
begun to see in the Charlottesville 
violence; the mass shootings 
in Charleston and Pittsburgh; 
separate shootings that targeted 
congressional Republicans and 
the conservative Family Research 
Council; and in the clashes caused 
by the “Antifa” (anti-fascist) 
groups.  

Plenty of ink has been spilled 

about how President Trump’s 
demagoguery has contributed to 
the growing divide in our country, 
which is undoubtedly true. But 
his 2016 election opponent is no 
better: “You cannot be civil with 
a political party that wants to 
destroy what you stand for, what 
you care about,” Hilary Clinton 
said in a CNN interview. “That’s 
why I believe, if we are fortunate 
enough to win back the House 
and/or the Senate, that’s when 
civility can start again.”

Note the implications of Mrs. 
Clinton’s comment: our political 
opponent is evil and out to destroy 
all good things; we, on the other 
hand, have chosen the path of 
righteousness, and are oppressed 
by the powers-that-be because of 
it. 

This kind of rhetoric is a continued 
recipe for more divisiveness, 
hatred, and violence.  

The line through the heart
This does not mean we need 
to accept harmful, violent, and 
racist ideologies; in fact, we have 
the responsibility as Christians 
to confront them. But we must 
always see things through the lens 
of a broken, sinful, and hurting 
world, recognizing that “all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God” (Romans 3:23), especially 

and including ourselves.

There is no true justice where 
God is not worshipped. There is 
no order in the state or in society 
when there is no order in the soul.  

To let the prophet Solzhenitsyn 
have the final word:
“If only it were all so simple! 
If only there were evil people 
somewhere insidiously committing 
evil deeds, and it were necessary 
only to separate them from the rest 
of us and destroy them. But the 
line dividing good and evil cuts 
through the heart of every human 
being.”

Editors note: Jason Adkins 
is executive director for the 
Minnesota Catholic Conference, the 
public policy voice of the Catholic 
Church in Minnesota.

Faith in the 
Public Arena
by Jason Adkins

Diocese maintains compliance with U.S. bishops’ charter
NEW ULM – The Diocese 
of New Ulm has been found 
compliant with the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
Charter for the Protection of 
Children and Young People 
according to StoneBridge 
Business Partners, an independent 
auditing firm.

While it is not new for the diocese 
to be found compliant, recent 
news events underline how 
important the work of protecting 
children from abuse remains. The 
Diocese of New Ulm stands firm 
in its commitment to the care and 
protection of children from the 
evil of sexual abuse. 

The diocese has undergone a 
yearly audit of its implementation 
of the directives in the charter 
sixteen times, and has been found 
compliant every time. StoneBridge 
has conducted the last eight audits, 
including this most recent one. 

This year’s audit was onsite. 
Documents were reviewed and 
key diocesan staff members were 
interviewed. An onsite visit is 
conducted every three years.

A pledge to protect
Care for the victims and survivors 
is one important component of the 
charter. The Diocese of New Ulm 
pledges to provide healing and 
pastoral care to anyone abused by 
clergy. 

The other critical task is the 
prevention of future abuse. 
The diocese addresses that task 
through its Safe Environment 
Program. 

The audit requires the diocese 
to submit a report regarding 
all adults who are required to 
undergo background checks prior 
to contact with children, the Safe 
Environment training given to 
those adults, and the personal 

safety (Safe Environment) training 
given to children. 

Every person who is required 
to participate in one of these 
initiatives must be accounted 

for in the audit. Adults who are 
required to complete the program 
are priests, deacons, candidates 
for ordination, employees of the 
Church in the diocese, Catholic 
school teachers, and volunteers 
who will have regular contact with 
children as a part of their service.

While preparation for the audit 
takes significant effort and 
energy, it is important to do. The 
requirement of an audit keeps a 
focus on this crucial work and the 
need to stay attentive to it. 

The Catholic Church has learned 
much about safe environments and 
child protection through ongoing 
research and lived experience. It 
is ideal that current and essential 
information be shared with adults 
so they are well-prepared for 
ministering to children. Examples 
of recent research and learning 
have been incorporated into the 
training resources which include 

training in boundaries, social 
media use with minors, the 
grooming process used by abusers, 
and the role of pornography in 
child abuse. In addition to the 
revised adult training, the Safe 
Environment Program also began 
requiring background rechecks 
on a periodic basis. A process for 
cleric and employee background 
rechecks is in place. 

Yet to be fully implemented are 
the volunteer background rechecks 
with a process to be completed by 
spring 2021. 

For more information regarding 
Safe Environment in the Diocese 
of New Ulm contact Karla Cross, 
Safe Environment coordinator, 
kcross@dnu.org or 507-233-5323, 
www.dnu.org/safeenvironment/. 

Action Alert
As Catholics, we can begin to 
mend the fractures so prevalent 
in today’s politics by reaching 
out in civic friendship to our 
newly elected officials, whether 
we voted for them or not. Find 
out who your newly elected 
officials are by calling 651-296-
2146 or visiting www.leg.state.
mn.us. 

In the Diocese of New Ulm, the 
first diocesan Sexual Misconduct 
Policy was promulgated in 1990. 
Safe Environment awareness 
training began in 2002. 
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around the diocese
Jim Caviezel, Hollywood’s ‘Jesus,’ to speak
at Catholics at the Capitol in February

Sonja Larson, 
a member of 
the Church 
of St. James 
in Dawson, 
entered the 
Poor Clare 
Monastery of 
Our Lady of 
Guadalupe in

Roswell, NM, to begin her year of 
aspirancy on Sept. 8, 2018. The 
Poor Clare sisters are a Fransican 
community of cloistered, 
contemplative nuns.

Larson is a 2010 graduate of 
Dawson-Boyd High School 
in Dawson. She graduated in 
2014 from Viterbo University in 
LaCrosse, Wis., with a focus on 
vocal performance and graphic 
design. Following graduation, 
Larson worked in Krakow, Poland 
through a Fulbright Scholarship, 
studying Jewish culture. In 
2018 she received a master’s in 
Theology from the Augustine 
Institute in Denver. 
Larson is the daughter of Gary 
and Ingrid Larson of Canby.

Dawson parishioner begins 
year of religious aspirancy

by Matthew Davis 
The Catholic Spirit 

Actor Jim Caviezel will take the 
stage at the St. Paul RiverCentre 
in St. Paul for Catholics at the 
Capitol in February.

Known for his role in playing 
Jesus in “The Passion of the 
Christ” in 2004, Caviezel will 
talk about witnessing to the 
Catholic faith in Hollywood 
and the call for all Catholics to 
evangelize. 

A Minnesota Catholic 
Conference (MCC) event, 
Catholics at the Capitol is a day 
of reflection on and training 
in political engagement from 
a Catholic perspective and 
a chance to visit with state 
legislators. 

Rachel Herbeck, MCC policy 
and outreach coordinator, said 
the purpose of Catholics at the 
Capitol is for Catholics “to 
engage, inspire and educate 
people.”

“So we want people there to be 
able to engage their legislators 
on important issues,” Herbeck 
added.

Caviezel’s success in Hollywood 
climbed in the late 1990s through 
roles in “The Thin Red Line” in 
1998 and “Ride with the Devil” 
in 1999. He became public about 
his Catholic faith in the early 
2000s when he refused to be in a 
“love” scene for “High Crimes” 
in 2002.

Since the “The Passion of the 
Christ,” he has been in other 
faith-based films such as “Paul, 
Apostle of Christ” in 2018 
but hasn’t been in mainstream 
Hollywood films regularly since 
the early 2000s.

“Those are not things that are 
easy to do, so we thought it 
would be a great inspirational 
time to help encourage Catholics 
and say, ‘Yeah, this is part 
of who we are essentially as 
Catholics to go out and to take 
risks to love our neighbor,’” 
Herbeck said.

Caviezel has reached beyond 
Hollywood to speak with 
Catholic and Protestant 

MANKATO – The sixth annual 
Friends of San Lucas Gala was 
held on Saturday, Oct. 27, at 
the Verizon Wireless Center in 
Mankato. Over 300 people were 
in attendance to support the life-
changing work being done at the 
Diocese of New Ulm mission 
parish in San Lucas Toliman, 
Guatemala. 

The Most Reverend John M. 
Levoir, bishop of New Ulm, 
offered the opening prayer. Over 
$125,000 was raised through 
the gala, which will be used to 
support the various programs of 
the mission including education, 

healthcare, Women’s Center, 
coffee, construction, and charity.

EAGAN – Bishop LeVoir 
celebrated Mass on Sunday, 
Nov. 25, at the Church of St. 
John Neumann in Eagan. The 
bishop was there on behalf of 
the San Lucas Mission to accept 
a donation from the parish in 
the amount of $41,503 to help  
support the San Lucas Mission 
Stove Project, a project that 
installs safe, fuel-efficient stoves 
in homes. 

To learn more about the work of 
the Friends of San Lucas visit 
www.sanlucasmission.org.

Fundraisers benefit vital San 
Lucas mission projects

organizations. He spoke at a 
conference for national college 
campus ministry, Fellowship of 
Catholic University Students 
(FOCUS), earlier this year in 
Chicago. An adoptive father of 
two children with special needs, 
he has also spoken at various pro-
life events.

“We have views on human dignity 
or human life or other things that 
are unpopular,” Herbeck said 
of Catholics. “Getting involved 
in the public arena is a way that 
Catholics are going into the 
peripheries.”

The Feb. 19, 2019, event will 
mark the second Catholics at the 
Capitol. The first one in 2017 
drew more than 1,000 to the 
St. Paul RiverCentre and the 
Minnesota State Capitol, where 

some participants met with their 
state legislators. 

MCC hopes that more than 2,000 
to attend this time.

“I think a lot of people realized 
at Catholics at the Capitol how 
integrated politics … and being 
out in the public arena is with the 
faith, and that it’s not this separate 
thing that you do, and that it’s not 
‘OK, well, just if I’m interested 
in politics, that’s something that I 
do,’” Herbeck said.

Legislative topics for Catholics 
at the Capitol have yet to be 
announced, but the event will 
focus on the dignity of human life. 

Speakers include Archbishop 
Charles Chaput Philadelphia and 
Catholic media personality Gloria 
Purvis, who also spoke at the 
2017 event. Catholic musician 
Danielle Rose will also perform.

Caviezel’s participation remained 
a secret until Nov. 13. The MCC 
provided clues on its Twitter feed 
leading up to the announcement. 

Besides the keynote presentation, 
Caviezel will also join some 
attendees for a fundraising 
breakfast before Catholics at the 
Capitol.

MCC is the public policy voice of 
the Catholic Church in Minnesota.

V.I.P. Speaker
Jim Caviezel

The rural healthcare program aims to improve the accessibility, 
continuity, and prevention strategies of the healthcare in the 
communities around San Lucas. (Archive photo)

Sonja Larson

Check out upcoming
diocesan, parish, school, and local events. 

www.dnu.org

NORTH 
MANKATO – 
Quinn Kelly (left) 
and Christian 
Theuninck from 
the Diocese of New 
Ulm, were among 
13 Mankato and 
Madison Lake 
area students 
selected to receive 
the 2018 Mankato 
Serra Club Great 
Promise Award. 
The award was presented at the 12th annual awards ceremony on 
Oct. 23. Selection was based on service, generosity, compassion, 
trustworthiness, and leadership, indicating the promise of future 
leadership in the Catholic community. Students were nominated by 
their teachers and parish religious education instructors when they 
were in sixth grade and received the award in seventh grade. Both 
Kelly and Theuninck are members of the Church of the Holy Rosary 
in North Mankato.

(Contributed photo)

Future Catholic leaders



IRONDALE, AL (EWTN) – 
Following a  legal battle that 
has lasted nearly seven years, 
EWTN Global Catholic Network 
has prevailed in its lawsuit 
against the U.S. government over 
what has become known as the 
“HHS Contraception Mandate.” 

In an order by the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the 11th Circuit 
published Nov. 29, 2018, the 
court vacated a June 2014 
decision against the Network 

by U.S. District Court Judge 
Callie Granade. The ruling by the 
appellate court follows an Oct. 
5, 2018, settlement agreement 
between EWTN and the 
Department of Justice. 

Under terms of that settlement, 
the Network will not be required 
to provide contraception, 
sterilization and abortifacients 
in its employee health plan, 
something EWTN found morally 
objectionable. 

“This moment has been a long 
time coming,” said EWTN 
Chairman and Chief Executive 
Officer Michael P. Warsaw. 
“Almost seven years and two 
presidential administrations 
later, the government and the 
courts have now realized what 
EWTN has been saying all along, 
that the HHS Mandate was an 
unconstitutional attempt to coerce 
us into violating our strongly 
held beliefs. This is the right 
outcome for EWTN and for all 
those who value religious liberty 
in America.” 

ST. CLOUD – As reported in 
the Nov. 12, 2018, St. Cloud 
Visitor, Bishop Donald J. Kettler, 
bishop of St. Cloud has added 
the name of Bishop Harold J. 
Dimmerling to the list of clergy 
likely to have abused minors.

Dimmerling was a priest of the 
St. Cloud diocese who later 
served as bishop of Rapid City, 
SD, from 1969 until his death in 
1987.

Bishop Kettler recently received 
an allegation that Dimmerling 
sexually abused a minor while 

serving as a priest in the Diocese 
of St. Cloud, the statement said.

Bishop Kettler has spoken with 
the victim/survivor and, after 
prayer and consultation, deemed 
the allegation credible. The 
allegation has been reported 
to law enforcement. There 
has been no other report of 
sexual misconduct involving 
Dimmerling in the Diocese of 
St. Cloud prior to receiving the 
present allegation, the statement 
said.

In line with past practice, Bishop 

Kettler will hold listening 
sessions in the near future in 
areas of the diocese where 
Dimmerling served. 

The sessions have three primary 
goals: to assure parishioners 
of the bishop’s support and 
assistance; to offer a process 
whereby sexual misconduct 
issues/concerns can be voiced 
and discussed; and to allow other 
potential victims the opportunity 
to come forward and receive 
assistance and healing.
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 Hutchinson, Marshall, New Ulm, and Willmar
Providing: Individual, Marriage, and Family 
Counseling; Pregnancy Counseling, Adoption, Project 
Rachel, and Respect Life Resources; Parish and 
Community Response; Transition and Grief Services. 
Referred Services include: Immigration, Financial 
Counseling, and Guardianship Resources.

 Catholic Charities Counseling
Serving over 12,500 people over past 10 years!

Call toll-free 866-670-5163, e-mail pkral@dnu.org
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