
John L. Allen Jr. is associate editor of The Boston Globe after 16 
years as the prize-winning Senior Correspondent for the National Catholic 
Reporter.  He also serves as the Senior Vatican Analyst for CNN. He’s the 
author of seven best-selling books on the Vatican and Catholic affairs, and 
writes frequently on the Church for major national and international publi-
cations. He’s also a popular speaker on Catholic affairs, both in the United 
States and abroad. 

The London Tablet has called Allen “the most authoritative writer on 
Vatican affairs in the English language,” and renowned papal biographer 
George Weigel has called him “the best Anglophone Vatican reporter ever.” 
When Allen was called upon to put the first question to Pope Benedict XVI 
aboard the papal plane en route to the United States in April 2008, the 
Vatican spokesperson said to the pope: “Holy Father, this man needs no 
introduction.” That’s not just a Vatican judgment. Veteran religion writer 
Kenneth Woodward of Newsweek described Allen as “the journalist other 
reporters – and not a few cardinals – look to for the inside story on how all 
the pope’s men direct the world’s largest church.” 

Allen’s work is admired across ideological divides. Liberal commen-
tator Fr. Andrew Greeley calls his writing “indispensable,” while the late Fr. 
Richard John Neuhaus, a conservative, called Allen’s reporting “possibly 
the best source of information on the Vatican published in the United 
States.” His weekly internet column, “All Things Catholic,” is widely read as 
a source of insight on the global Church. 
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Today’s news we hear very 
little of the persecutions 
and martyrdom of 
Christians, fellow Catholics. 
Yes, we hear about the 
beheadings of Christians in 
Syria, Iraq, and Libya, but 
there are many more places 
where it is dangerous for 
Christians, for Catholics to 
share the faith, to practice 
the faith, and to even exist. 
John Allen, well known 
journalist on Catholicism, 
associate editor for the 
Boston Globe as well as 
associate editor for Crux, 
will share stories of 
courage and faith of people 
around the world who are 
persecuted and even face 
death because of the faith. 
And in this Year of Mercy, 
he will share how we, in 
the Diocese of New Ulm, 
can respond to these 
Christians, especially our 
fellow Catholics who put 
their lives on the line for 
the Catholic faith. 
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