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HOLINESS: THE CELEBRATION OF THE PASCHAL MYSTERY 

 
We are quickly approaching Holy Week and its culmination, Easter. This year Easter is on April 16.  Holy Week 

itself is the holiest time of the year. Why? Because it celebrates the holiest, or most God-like, events in the history of 

the human race. It is the time in which we celebrate Our Lord’s triumphant entrance into Jerusalem, and his Passion, 

death, and Resurrection. The Catechism of the Catholic Church defines Holy Week as follows: “The week 

preceding Easter, beginning with Palm (Passion) Sunday, called the “Great Week” in the liturgies of the Eastern 

Churches. It marks the Church’s annual celebration of the events of Christ’s Passion, death, and Resurrection, 

culminating in the Paschal Mystery” (CCC, Glossary). 

 

St. John tells us that “God is love” (1 John 4:8). We also know from scripture that God is holy: “I am holy” (Lev 

11:44). The events of Holy Week are the most holy because they reveal God to us, the God who is love. It is through 

the liturgical celebrations of Holy Week that we enter into the holiness of God and experience his infinite love for 

us.   

 

It is with this thought in mind that I encourage participation in all of the liturgical celebrations of Holy Week, 

beginning with Palm (Passion) Sunday, through Holy Thursday and Good Friday, and culminating with the Easter 

Vigil on Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday. The events that we celebrate during Holy Week are called the Paschal 

Mystery. 

 

The Paschal Mystery is: “Christ’s work of redemption accomplished principally by his Passion, death, Resurrection, 

and glorious Ascension, whereby ‘dying he destroyed our death, rising he restored our life.’ The Paschal Mystery is 

celebrated and made present in the liturgy of the Church, and its saving effects are communicated through the 

sacraments, especially the Eucharist, which renews the paschal sacrifice of Christ as the sacrifice offered by the 

Church” (CCC, Glossary). 

 

St. Peter counsels us to be holy. He writes about the command of God to us: “Be holy because I [am] holy” (1 Peter 

1:16). This Holy Week, we ask God to help us to be holy as he is holy through an immersion of ourselves in the 

Paschal Mystery. This happens through a conscious and active participation in the liturgies of Holy Week. 

 

Financial reorganization 

The Diocese of New Ulm filed for financial reorganization under Chapter 11 of the U.S. Bankruptcy Code on March 

3. The diocese has carefully reviewed how best to meet our financial obligations and determined that reorganization 

is the fairest way to resolve sexual abuse claims while allowing the Church to continue its essential work of serving 

people in our local communities. I again extend my deepest apologies on behalf of the Diocese of New Ulm to 

victims and survivors of clergy sexual abuse as minors. 

 

You can find more information about the financial reorganization, along with my video message, Hope, Healing, 

and Peace, on the diocesan website, www.dnu.org. Please continue to pray for the victims and survivors of 

childhood sexual abuse by clergy, as well as the Diocese of New Ulm, as we strive to meet the pastoral needs of the 



nearly 55,000 Catholics living in the fifteen counties within the Diocese of New Ulm. Also, please pray for the 

diocesan staff members and their families who were laid off, and for those who had their benefits reduced. 

 

Pastoral planning 

The Diocese of New Ulm is continuing its efforts in pastoral planning by implementing the Fourth Plan for Parishes. 

I am very grateful to the priests and deacons of the diocese for their work on pastoral planning and the dialogues that 

they are carrying on with their parishioners. I am also grateful to the many parishioners who are dialoguing with 

their pastoral leaders and among themselves about the future of their parishes. Tom Keaveny and I have had many 

meetings now with parishes to discuss pastoral planning. Please continue to dialogue and pray about the future of 

your parishes and area faith communities. 

 

Catholics at the Capitol 

The Catholics at the Capitol event sponsored by the Minnesota Catholic Conference was a big success. Over 1,000 

Catholics from every legislative district in Minnesota came to RiverCentre and the Minnesota State Capitol in St. 

Paul to be educated in the issues important to Catholics and to speak with their legislators. Go to 

https://mncatholic.org/catholics-at-the-capitol/ for total coverage of the event. 

 

Divine Mercy Sunday 

Divine Mercy Sunday is the Sunday after Easter, April 23.  This feast was established by St. John Paul II and based 

on the revelations of Jesus to St. Maria Faustina Kowalska, a Polish religious. The Divine Mercy website says: Jesus 

told St. Faustina that this feast of Mercy would be a very special day when ‘all the divine floodgates through which 

graces flow are opened’ (Diary 699). 

 

Our Lord made a great promise to all those souls who would go to confession and then receive him in Holy 

Communion on the feast of Mercy, on the Sunday after Easter, which is now called Divine Mercy Sunday 

throughout the Catholic Church. 

 

The diocesan celebration of Divine Mercy Sunday will be at the Church of the Holy Family in Silver Lake. There 

will be a penance service at 2 p.m. and the Chaplet of Divine Mercy (sung) at 3 p.m.  All are invited to join me in 

opening our hearts to the Divine Mercy. 


