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by Troy Krause 
Redwood Gazette

REDWOOD FALLS - For more 
than 1,500 years Christianity 
played a significant role in the 
culture of the west, including that 
of Europe and later the United 
States.

Peter Herbeck, who grew up in 
New Ulm, said he recalls the days 
when people respected the laws of 
God, even if they didn’t practice 
the Christian faith. He remembers 
the days when businesses were 
closed on Sundays.

“That wasn’t a business decision,” 
said Herbeck, adding it was an 
expectation of the broader culture. 
“People respected and honored the 
Lord’s day.”

That has all dramatically 
changed, said Herbeck, quoting 
St. John Paul II who said culture 
is witnessing the death of 
Christendom.

Herbeck talked about the reality 
of Christianity in the world 
today during the 2019 Bishop 
Lucker Lecture which was held 
at the Church of St. Catherine in 
Redwood Falls on March 11. 

The annual event hosted by the 
Diocese of New Ulm is held to 
ensure the people of the diocese 
would “continue to be enlightened 
and challenged by leading teachers 
and practitioners of the Catholic 
faith.”

The 16th annual Bishop Lucker 
Lecture featured keynote speaker 

Peter Herbeck of Renewal 
Ministries who now calls Ann 

Arbor, Mich., home. Herbeck, an 
international author and speaker, 

talked about the New Pentecost 
and the need for the fullness of the 
Holy Spirit in the Church.

It is no secret the Church is facing 
challenging times, said Herbeck, 
adding that is also reflected in the 
broader culture which is facing 
confusion and upheaval. The 
question Herbeck said that needs 
to be answered is how does the 
Church respond in a time when 
the number of people who are in 
attendance is shrinking and the 
level of respect for the Church in 
the culture is dwindling.

If change is going to take place it 
begins with people understanding 
that the Holy Spirit is real and that 
those who hold to the tenets of the 
Christian faith can be filled with 
him.

Diocese holds 16th annual Bishop Lucker Lecture in March
New Ulm native Peter Herbeck presents on the New Pentecost

Over 200 faithful from around the diocese gathered at the Church 
of St. Catherine in Redwood Falls to hear New Ulm native Peter 
Herbeck of Renewal Ministries talk about the New Pentecost during 
the Bishop Lucker lecture on March 11.   (photo by Christine Clancy)

Seminarian serves penance service for pope
Third-year college seminary student Samuel Rosemeier, left-
kneeling, who is currently studying in Rome, served for Pope 
Francis during the March 29 Lenten penance service in St. Peter’s 
Basilica, Vatican City. 
                  
           (Rosemeier reflects on his journey to the priesthood, page 7.)

(Continued on page 10)

Parish preparedness and planning for when disaster strikes
by Tom Keaveny

Parish and community response to 
natural disasters is unfortunately 
not a new phenomenon in the 
Diocese of New Ulm. Over the 
past century, 58 individuals have 
lost their lives in tornados alone: 
36 in Tyler in 1918, 11 in North 
Mankato in 1946, nine in Tracy 
in 1968, and one each with the 
Comfrey/St. Peter tornadoes in 
1998 and in Granite Falls in the 
year 2000. 

At the same time, we are better 
prepared and more adequately 
alerted to impending weather 

disasters than in the past. Our 
weather watch and warning 
infrastructures help to save many 
lives and ensure the reduction 
of risk when weather disasters 
actually occur. Unfortunately, 
property damages, clean-up, and 
the cumulative effects of natural 
disasters remain, regardless of the 
improved weather warnings we 
have come to rely upon. 

Over the past ten years, Catholic 
Charities of the Diocese of New 
Ulm has distributed over $200,000 
to 157 households throughout the 
diocese, all affected by natural 

On March 29, 1998, a tornado swept through southern Minnesota, 
devastating the town of St. Peter which included the destruction of 
the historic 1912 Church of St. Peter.
                                      (Photo from the Church of St. Peter archives.)

(Continued on page 3)
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Be Not Afraid

Traditionally, the month of May 
has been dedicated in a special 
way to the veneration of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. Concerning 
the month of May, St. Pope Paul 
VI wrote: “We are delighted and 
consoled by this pious custom 
associated with the month of 
May, which pays honor to the 
Blessed Virgin and brings such 
rich benefits to the Christian 
people. Since Mary is rightly to 
be regarded as the way by which 
we are led to Christ, the person 
who encounters Mary cannot help 
but encounter Christ likewise” 
(On Prayers During May for 
Preservation of Peace, no. 2).

The month of May would be a 
good time to make a pilgrimage 
in honor of the Blessed Virgin. 
For example, the National Shrine 
of Our Lady of Good Help, where 
Mary has appeared, is near Green 
Bay, Wis. Also, parishes, Catholic 
schools, and religious education 

Month of the Blessed Virgin
programs can have a ceremonial 
crowning of a statue of Mary, 
symbolizing that she is the Queen 
of our hearts. The praying of the 
rosary by individuals and families 
is also encouraged.

Special feast days of the Blessed 
Virgin in May and June are Our 
Lady of Fatima (May 13); the 
Visitation of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary (May 31); and Mary, Mother 
of the Church (June 10).  It would 
be most appropriate to attend 
Mass on these days. During May, 
let us strive to encounter Mary. 
As St. Paul VI reminds us: “The 
person who encounters Mary 
cannot help but encounter Christ 
likewise.”

The Easter season
The Church is now in the midst 
of the Easter season which began 
on Holy Saturday evening, April 
20. It lasts through Pentecost 
Sunday, June 9. This is a long 50 
days. The Church gives us this 
extended period to meditate on 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead. The liturgies 
during this period will have this 
purpose in mind and help us in our 
meditation.

The Church gives us an 
extended time for reflection 
on the Resurrection because 
the Resurrection is the most 

important event in all of human 
history. No one ever has, nor will 
anyone ever, rise from the dead 
under his own power. Jesus has 
accomplished this. Jesus was able 
to rise from the dead because he 
is both God the Son, the Second 
Person of the Blessed Trinity, 
and a human being, the Son of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary by the 
overshadowing of the Holy Spirit.

Among other things upon which to 
meditate, we can reflect upon the 
Resurrection as a source of hope. 
We are in desperate need of hope 
today. So many people live in 
hopelessness and feel that there is 
not a purpose in life or meaning to 
it. However, Jesus teaches us that 
he gives purpose to our life and 
gives meaning to it. Real life is to 
live in communion with God.

The theological virtue of hope, 
which we receive at Baptism, can 
be defined as the gift God gives 
us that makes it possible for us to 
desire to share God’s life. Hope is 
really the desire to live in intimate 
union with God, that is, God in us 
and we in God. Hope also helps 
us to trust that, if we follow Jesus, 
we will share his life here on earth 
and someday in heaven.

It is the resurrection of Jesus 
that gives us hope. About the 
connection of hope with the 

Resurrection, Pope Francis said: 
“The faith we profess in the 
Resurrection makes us men and 
woman of hope, not despair, men 
and women of life, not death, for 
we are comforted by the promise 
of eternal life, grounded in our 
union with the risen Christ” (Nov. 
3, 2017).

Pastoral Planning
Some are of the opinion that 
the Diocese of New Ulm is 
the only diocese facing the 
challenges of pastoral planning 
due to declining population, 
shrinking congregations, and 
pastors aging and shepherding 
3–5 parishes. This is not the case. 
Many dioceses in Minnesota 
and the Dakotas – and beyond 
– are experiencing the same 
phenomenon.

For example, the Diocese of 
St. Cloud, our neighbor to the 
north, is facing the same pastoral 
planning challenges as the Diocese 
of New Ulm. The Diocese of St. 
Cloud just issued its pastoral plan 
which organized its parishes into 
“area Catholic communities.” This 
is exactly what the Diocese of 
New Ulm did, calling groupings of 
parishes “area faith communities,” 
a name and concept with which 
we are now very familiar.

After operating for a good many 

years as area faith communities, I 
believe that it is now time to ask 
our smaller parishes to merge into 
our larger parishes and to make 
our larger parishes homes for the 
many. If Catholics from smaller 
parishes join Catholics from larger 
parishes and all work together, 
parish life can be better for all.  

For example, with a larger 
parish, there are enough people 
to volunteer, the Masses have 
more people, the singing at Mass 
is better, and the participation 
is better. Also, evangelization is 
critical to the Church. More robust 
parishes will mean a stronger 
evangelization effort can be made 
by parishioners to invite people, 
both young and old, to church. 
The pastors are telling me that 
this is already happening where 
parishes have merged or Mass 
times have been reduced.
Let us all continue to work 
together collaboratively to 
meet the challenges of pastoral 
planning. I believe that when 
the number of parishes has been 
reduced from sixty-eight to the 
low fifties, and we come together 
in larger numbers, the New 
Evangelization called for by Pope 
Francis will begin to flourish.
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calendar can be found at www.
dnu.org/calendar/.

by Sergio Centofanti
Vatican News Service

“The power of evil arises from our 
refusal to love God… Learning 
to love God is therefore the path 
of human redemption.” Pope 
emeritus Benedict XVI wrote 
those words in an article for the 
German periodical Klerusblatt, in 
which he reflects on the scourge 
of the sexual abuse of minors 
perpetrated by members of the 
clergy.

Benedict XVI takes his cue 
from February’s meeting on 
the protection of minors in the 
Church promoted by Pope Francis 
to send out “a strong message” 
and “to make the Church again 
truly credible as a light among 
peoples and as a force in service 
against the powers of destruction.” 
He affirms his desire to give 
his contribution to this mission 
“even though, as emeritus, I am 
no longer directly responsible,” 
and thanks Pope Francis “for 
everything he does to show us, 
again and again, the light of God, 

which has not disappeared, even 
today.”

Social context
In the first part, Benedict explores 
the social context surrounding the 
sexual revolution that began in 
the 1960s. During this period, he 
writes, pedophilia was “diagnosed 
as allowed and appropriate.”

He says “the extensive collapse 
of the next generation of priests” 
and “the very high number of 
laicizations were a consequence of 
all these developments.” This was 
accompanied by the “collapse” 
of Catholic moral theology, 
which, Benedict affirms, begins 
to yield to relativist temptations. 
According to certain theologians, 
he observes, “there could no 
longer be anything that constituted 
an absolute good, any more than 
anything fundamentally evil; 
[there could be] only relative value 
judgments. There no longer was 
the [absolute] good, but only the 
relatively better, contingent on the 
moment and on circumstances.”
Benedict XVI cites the 1989 

Cologne Declaration, signed by 15 
Catholic professors of theology, 
which led to “an outcry against 
the Magisterium of the Church” 
and against Pope John Paul II, 
who later published the Encyclical 
Veritatis Splendor in 1993, which 
contains “the determination that 
there were actions that can never 
become good.”

“In many circles of moral 
theology,” he adds, “the 
hypothesis was expounded 
that the Church does not and 
cannot have her own morality.” 
This conception, he observes, 
“fundamentally” calls into 
question the authority of the 
Church in matters of morality 
and ultimately “forces her to 
remain silent precisely where the 
boundary between truth and lies is 
at stake.”

Effects on formation of priests
In the second part of the text, 
the pope emeritus explores the 
consequences of this process on 
the formation and life of priests. 
“In various seminaries,” he 

writes, “homosexual cliques were 
established, which acted more or 
less openly.” “The Holy See knew 
of such problems, without being 
informed precisely.” He writes that 
attitudes in line with the Second 
Vatican Council “were understood 
to mean having a critical or 
negative attitude towards the 
hitherto existing tradition, which 
was now to be replaced by a 
new, radically open relationship 
with the world,” with individual 
bishops even seeking “to bring 
about a kind of new, modern 
‘Catholicity.’”

Benedict XVI underlines that 
the question of pedophilia, as 
he recalls, “did not become 
acute until the second half of 
the 1980s.” He says Rome and 
Roman canonists at first dealt with 
the problem in a bland and slow 
manner, guaranteeing in particular 
the rights of the accused “to such 
an extent that convictions were 
hardly possible.” Benedict says he 
agreed with John Paul II that it 

Benedict XVI addresses sex abuse scandal in new essay

Bishop John M. LeVoir

(Continued on page 8)
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by Christine Clancy
The Prairie Catholic

In May, Fr. Brian Mandel, a priest 
of the Diocese of New Ulm, will 
celebrate his 25th anniversary of 
ordination to the priesthood. Fr. 
Mandel credits his mother for his 
priestly ministry. “She was the 
one person who always prayed for 
me every day,” he said. “She was 
very strong in her faith through 
a lot of difficulties, especially 
when my father died when I was 
young.” 

Fr. Mandel recalls that following 
his father’s death when he was 
just seven years old, the priests 
and the Franciscan Sisters of 
Christian Charity from his parish 
were great inspirations. “The 
sisters were the first people who 
came to our house. They took 
care of us children while my 
mother was making [funeral] 
arrangements,” he said. 

Having the opportunity to stay at 
the convent for a time provided 
Fr. Mandel with a glimpse of 
religious life. “I wanted to be like 
them when I grew up,” he said.

Marking 25 years of  priestly 
ministry in May, Fr. Mandel 
continues to love his vocation, 
especially planning and 
celebrating the Eucharist along 
with preaching. “It is great just 
to share the joy of the Lord with 
the many people I encounter each 
day,” he said. 

“Bringing the life of Jesus 
from Mass to the people in our 
communities is always a blessing, 
especially when I visit the 
homebound and those who need a 

lift to their days,” he added.
Fr. Mandel was ordained for the 
Diocese of New Ulm on May 
28, 1994, at the Church of St. 
Anthony in Watkins by Bishop 
Raymond A. Lucker. 

Since his ordination he has 
served in the parishes of Holy 
Redeemer in Marshall, St. Mary 
in Willmar, St. Mary in Tracy, St. 
Paul in Walnut Grove, St. Joseph, 
Lamberton, St. Michael in Milroy, 
St. Patrick in Kandiyohi, St. 
Thomas More in Lake Lillian, and 
Our Lady of the Lakes, Spicer. He 
has also assisted with Hispanic 
ministry in the Jesus Our Living 
Water Area Faith Community 
(Willmar and Spicer).

Currently, Fr. Mandel serves as 
senior associate pastor of St. 
John in Darwin and assists at St. 
Philip in Litchfield, Our Lady in 
Manannah, and the merged parish 
of St. Gertrude in Forest City in 
the Shepherd of Souls Area Faith 
Community. He also assists with 
Hispanic ministry in the AFC. 

On the diocesan level he has 
served as a member of the 
College of Consultors, the Social 
Concerns Committee, and the 
Committee on Parishes. For the 
past five years he has served as an 
advisor for Catholic Charities. 

Fr. Mandel is a third degree 
Knights of Columbus and the 
Meeker County sheriff’s chaplain 
from the Shepherd of Souls Area 
Faith Community.

Join the celebration
In recognition of Fr. Mandel’s 
priestly anniversary there will be a 
Mass of Thanksgiving celebrated 
by Bishop John M. LeVoir on 
Sunday, May 26 at 10:30 a.m. 
at the Church of St. Philip in 
Litchfield followed by lunch and 
an open house until 2:30 p.m.

Fr. Mandel grateful for 25 
years of priestly ministry; 
May celebration to be held

Fr. Brian Mandel

“This is real,” said Herbeck: “all 
of us were meant to go forward 
under the grace and power of the 
Holy Spirit.”

Herbeck said following Jesus’ 
resurrection from the dead he told 
his disciples that the Holy Spirit 
would come and they would be 
“clothed with power from on 
high.”

That happened at the first 
Pentecost as is recorded in Acts 2, 
said Herbeck, adding that baptism 
of the Holy Spirit is available to 
Christians allowing them to live 
an empowered life in the Holy 
Spirit.

Any change that is going to 
take place in the broader culture 
can only be done by God, said 
Herbeck, adding, however, those 
who believe in him play a role in 
sharing what they believe with 
others.

“Knowledge is not enough,” said 
Herbeck, adding the reality is that 
we can’t make these changes on 
our own but need the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit can give 
confidence, courage, and 
conviction to those who are called 
to be witnesses, adding that this 
is demonstrated in the lives of 
the disciples and the change that 
took place in them after the first 
Pentecost.

A New Pentecost means taking 
that which, Herbeck said, has been 
lying dormant and awakening 
it once again. While the Church 

has a role in meeting the physical 
needs of the culture, Herbeck said, 
that can’t be the only service the 
Church provides.

People need their spiritual needs 
met, and the only place they are 
going to get that is from a Church 
that has been awakened and 
stirred up by a New Pentecost. 
Herbeck said the birth of the 
Church happened when the Holy 
Spirit came. The Church continues 
to exist today, but the problem is 
that it is dying.

“People are drifting away from the 
Church,” said Herbeck. So many 
youth will attend Church until 
they are confirmed and that is the 
last time they are seen, he added.

The problem is even though 
those youth have been confirmed 
there is so much more to know 
and experience within the faith 

that they are missing out on 
by not continuing to grow and 
understand. “They don’t know 
what they don’t know,” said 
Herbeck.

Herbeck admitted even for him 
and his family that was the case. 
While church continued to be 
part of their life, they were not 
experiencing the fullness of 
the Holy Spirit. Then one of 
his sisters came home and told 
them about the church she was 
attending and the fact that she was 
part of a Bible study.

That initial interaction led to 
a change in the family and in 
Herbeck’s life. It all started with a 
group of people in a rural church 
and some grace and faith filled 
farmers who, in the words of the 
pope, helped to “spread a good 
infection.”

The best news the Church has to 
offer to people is that they can 
have Jesus.

The Church is in need of help, 
said Herbeck to the group who 
gathered for the lecture, adding 
that help begins with each person 
in that room stepping out of their 
comfort zone – stepping out of the 
boat – and trusting God.

“The hope of glory is alive in 
you,” said Herbeck, adding he has 
witnessed the kind of change that 
needs to take place all over the 
world.

There is no reason to believe that 
it can’t happen here, too.

New Pentecost (Continued from page 1)

“The New 
Pentecost - Receiving 
the Fullness of the 
Holy Spirit” is now 
available for viewing 
online. Visit www.dnu.
org/bishop-lucker-
lecture.

The Catholic Communication 
Campaign (CCC) collection 
will be held in most parishes 
throughout the Diocese of New 
Ulm on the weekend of June 
1–2. The CCC connects people 
with Christ through the Internet, 
television, radio, and print media. 
This annual campaign helps 
support not only local and national 
communication efforts, but also 
projects in developing countries.  

Half of the donations remain here 
in the diocese to help support 
important communication efforts 
such as The Prairie Catholic, 
mailed free to every registered 
Catholic household, Catholic 
television programming, currently 
aired on public access stations in 

ten parish communities throughout 
the diocese, and diocesan social 
media which includes the ongoing 
development and maintenance of 
the diocesan website, www.dnu.
org.

Leaflet missal prayer book
available to homebound
Lastly, your contribution to the 
CCC enables the diocese to 
provide a leaflet missal, produced 
by the American Catholic Press, 
to those who are unable to attend 
Mass for reasons beyond their 
control. The diocesan Office of 
Communications has provided this 
free service to shut-ins since 1983. 

The leaflet missal provides daily 
prayer, especially for those 

participating in the Mass on 
television, both on Sunday and 
on weekdays. It is mailed to the 
subscriber’s home six times a year, 
in accord with the Liturgical Year. 
The large print makes it easy to 
read and easy to use. 

Those interested in this free 
service should contact the Office 
of Communications, 1421 6th 
Street North, New Ulm, MN 
56073; 507-233-5332; cclancy@
dnu.org.

The Catholic Communications 
Campaign helps to connect people 
at home and abroad with Christ. 
Please be generous when asked to 
give in your parish.

Annual campaign connects people with Christ
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Mes de la 
Santísima Virgen
por Obispo John M. LeVoir

Tradicionalmente, el mes de mayo 
está dedicada de manera especial 
a la veneración de la Santísima 
Virgen María. El Papa Pablo VI 
escribió: “Estamos contentos por 
esta costumbre piadosa asociada 
con el mes de Mayo, que rinde un 
homenaje a la Santísima Virgen 
y aporta beneficios vivos para el 
pueblo cristiano. Ya que María es 
considerada y con toda razón como 
el camino y somos guiados a Cristo, 
el que se encuentra con María no 
puede evitar encontrarse con Cristo 
de la misma manera” (En Oraciones 
en mayo para preservar la paz, n. 2).

El mes de mayo es un buen tiempo 
para hacer una peregrinación en 
honor a la Santísima Virgen. Por 
ejemplo, el Santuario Nacional de 
Nuestra Señora de la Caridad, donde 
Maria se apareció, se encuentra 
cerca de Green Bay en Wisconsin. 
Además, las parroquias, las escuelas 
católicas y los programas de 
educación religiosa podrían hacer 
una coronación ceremonial de la 
estatua de la Virgen, que representa 
que es la Reina de nuestros 
corazones. Los animo para que recen 
el rosario ya sea individualmente o 
en familia. 

Los días festivos de la Santísima 
Virgen son en Mayo y en Junio. El 
13 de Mayo celebramos a Nuestra 
Señora de Fátima, el 31 de Mayo 
es la Visitación de la Santísima 
Virgen María y el 10 de Junio 
María, Madre de la Iglesia. Lo más 
indicado sería asistir a la Santa 
misa esos días. Durante el mes de 
mayo, esforcémonos por encontrar 
a la Virgen María. Así como San 
Pablo VI nos recuerda: “El que se 
encuentra con María no puede evitar 

by Christine Clancy
The Prairie Catholic
Dioceses, parishes, Catholic 
schools, and youth organizations 
must ensure that children and 
youth who worship, study, or 
participate in church activities 
can do so in the safest and most 
secure setting possible.

Parents and caretakers have the 
right to ask these institutions 
about their safe environment 
programs and if they meet the 
requirements of the United 
States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB) Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young 
People before they allow their 
children to become involved with 
them. 

The Charter is a comprehensive 
set of procedures established 
by the USCCB in June 2002 
for addressing the occurrence 
of sexual abuse of minors by 
Catholic clergy. It was revised in 
2005, 2011, and most recently in 
2018. 

At their June meeting, the 
U.S. bishops are expected to 
address the establishment of 
policies related to allegations 
against bishops who are accused 
of misconduct with a child, 
other sexual harassment, or 
of negligently or incorrectly 
handling allegations of abuse 
within their dioceses.

Effective safe environment
An effective safe environment 
program will have the following 
components:
–  A code of conduct for clergy 

and for all paid personnel and for 
volunteers in positions of trust 
who have assigned duties to work
with children and young people
–  Training for all adults who 
work  with children that consists 
of: 
     l  Signs an adult may see in a 
        child who is abused
     l  Signs an adult may see in a 
        person who abuses children
     l What actions an adult should 
        take when they believe child 
        abuse of any kind may be 
        occurring
– A training program for children 
that includes age appropriate 
materials pertaining to personal 
safety that conforms to Catholic 
teachings.
 
Karla Cross, coordinator of  Safe 
Environment initiatives for the 
Diocese of New Ulm encourages 
all individuals and organizations 
to play a role in making the 
world a better place for children 
and families. “By ensuring that 
parents have the knowledge, 
skills, and resources they need 
to care for their children, we can 
help prevent child abuse and 
neglect by creating strong and 
thriving youth and families in our 
communities,” she said.

Cross added that the USCCB 
regularly audits dioceses and 
makes recommendations on 
safe environment training and 
practices.

If you have questions regarding 
safe environment efforts in the 
Diocese of New Ulm, contact 
kcross@dnu.org, (507) 233-
302, or visit www.dnu.org/
safeenvironment.

Anyone who has suffered sexual abuse 
or exploitation by a cleric of the Diocese 
of New Ulm should immediately report 
such misconduct to local law enforcement. 
They are encouraged to contact the Victim 
Assistance Coordinator or the Bishop’s 
Delegate in Matters Pertaining to Sexual 
Misconduct, 1421 6th Street North, 
New Ulm, MN 56073, 507-233-5313, for 
counseling or assistance, if that is desired.

Toda persona que haya sido víctima de abuso o explotación sexual 
por parte de un clero en la Diócesis de New Ulm debe reportar 
dicha mala conducta a las autoridades policiales inmediatamente.  
Se les anima ponerse en contacto con el Coordinador de Asistencia 
para víctimas o el Delegado del Obispo en cuestiones sobre el mal 
comportamiento sexual, 1421 6th Street North, New Ulm, MN 
56073, 507-233-5313, hay consejería o asistencia disponible si así lo 
desea.

Strengthening child and youth 
protection in the Churchencontrarse con Cristo de la misma 

manera.”

La temporada de la Pascua
En este momento, la Iglesia está en 
medio de la temporada de Pascua, 
que comenzó el Sábado Santo por la 
noche, 20 de abril hasta el domingo 
de Pentecostés, 9 de junio. Son 50 
días exactamente. La Iglesia nos 
regala este lapso extra para meditar 
sobre la resurrección de Jesucristo 
de entre los muertos. Las liturgias 
durante este período tienen el 
propósito de ayudarnos en nuestra 
reflexión.

La Iglesia nos da más tiempo para 
meditar sobre la Resurrección ya 
que es el evento más importante en 
toda la historia de la humanidad. 
Nunca nadie, se levantará de entre 
los muertos por sus propios medios. 
Jesús si lo ha hecho. Jesús resucitó 
de entre los muertos porque es Dios 
el Hijo, la Segunda persona de la 
Santísima Trinidad y un ser humano, 
el Hijo de la Santísima Virgen María 
simbolizado por el Espíritu Santo.

Entre otras cosas, podemos 
reflexionar sobre la Resurrección 
como fuente de esperanza. Hoy en 
día, necesitamos tener esperanza 
urgentemente.  Muchos viven en la 
desesperación y sienten que no hay 
un propósito en esta vida o ningún 
significado. Sin embargo, Jesús nos 
enseña que él le da un propósito a 
nuestra vida y le da sentido a ella. La 
realidad es vivir en comunión con 
Dios.
La virtud teológica de la esperanza, 
que recibimos durante el Bautismo, 
se define como el don que Dios 
nos obsequia y que hace posible el 
deseo de compartir la vida de Dios. 
La esperanza es el deseo de vivir 
en unión íntima con Dios, es decir, 
Dios en nosotros y nosotros en Dios. 
La esperanza también nos ayuda a 
confiar en que, si seguimos a Jesús, 
compartiremos su vida aquí en la 
tierra y algún día en el cielo.
La resurrección de Jesús nos da 
esperanza. El Papa Francisco nos 
dice: “La fe que profesamos en la 
resurrección nos lleva a ser hombres 

Bishop LeVoir’s Weekly Easter Messages
www.dnu.org

F o l l o w @ o u r l a d y o f n e w u l m

de esperanza y no de desesperación, 
hombres de la vida y no de la 
muerte, porque nos consuela la 
promesa de la vida eterna enraizada 
en la unión con Cristo resucitado.” 
(3 de noviembre de 2017).
Planificación Pastoral
Algunos piensan que la Diócesis 
de New Ulm es la única diócesis 
que enfrenta los desafíos de la 
planificación pastoral debido a su 
población decadente, la disminución 
de congregaciones y los sacerdotes 
que envejecen y los sacerdotes 
que tienen a su cargo de 3 a 5 
parroquias. Este no es el caso. 
Muchas diócesis en Minnesota y 
en las Dakotas, entre otros también 
están experimentando el mismo 
fenómeno.

Por ejemplo, la Diócesis de St. 
Cloud, nuestro vecino al norte, 
enfrenta los mismos desafíos de 
la planificación pastoral que la 
Diócesis de New Ulm. La Diócesis 
de St. Cloud acaba de emitir su 
plan pastoral y sus parroquias las 
ha organizado en “comunidades 
católicas.” Esto es exactamente lo 
que se ha hecho en la Diócesis de 
New Ulm, llamar a las agrupaciones 
parroquiales “comunidades del 
área de fe,” un nombre y concepto 
que ahora ya estamos muy 
familiarizados.

Después de operar por muchos años 
como comunidades del área de fe, 
creo que ahora es el momento de 
pedir a nuestras parroquias más 
pequeñas a que se fusionen con 
nuestras parroquias más grandes 
y que lleguen hacer sus hogares 
nuevos. Si los católicos de las 
parroquias más pequeñas se unen 
a los católicos de las parroquias 
más grandes y todos trabajan 
juntos, la vida parroquial sería más 
conveniente para todos.
Por ejemplo, con una parroquia 
más grande, habría suficientes 
voluntarios, las Misas tendrían 
más concurrencia, habría una 
mejor participación a la hora de 
cantar. Además, la evangelización 
es fundamental para la Iglesia. 
Cuando se tiene parroquias más 
sólidas significa que los feligreses 
pueden hacer un mayor esfuerzo 
de evangelizar e invitar a todos. 
Los sacerdotes dicen que ya se está 
fusionando o las misas ya se han 
disminuido.

Continuemos trabajando juntos 
para enfrentar los desafíos de la 
planificación pastoral. Creo que 
cuando se reduzca el número de 
parroquias de sesenta y ocho a 
unos cincuenta y tanto llegaremos 
a un número mayor y la Nueva 
Evangelización como nos pidió el 
papa Francisco comenzará a florecer.



and the anniversary of the church 
building’s consecration at an 
evening Mass. Connolly and 
about 30 others in the Sleepy Eye 
Mozart Chorus will sing Mozart’s 
“Coronation Mass” accompanied 
by a small orchestra. The group 
has been rehearsing since 
November and has needed that 
much time to perfect the piece, 
being as not all the singers are 
from Sleepy Eye.

“We’ve got singers from as far 
away as Marshall and even one 
from Chanhassen, and then quite a 
bit of local talent,” Connolly said. 
“There’s so much choral talent 
within these … communities, that 
we can do something spectacular 
for God.”

The Mass will be celebrated in the 
Extraordinary Form; everyone is 
welcome. For more information, 
contact the Church of St. Mary at 
507-794-4171.

Registration for the Sacred Music 
Retreat is open until July 20 (see 
sidebar for details). Connolly 
emphasized the retreat is open to 
all, including those who don’t 

have much experience with the 
Tridentine Mass.

“I really hope that people who 
don’t make their ordinary 
liturgical home in the Extra- 
rdinary Form wouldn’t feel put 
off or unwelcome,” he said. “It’s 
going to be a beautiful encounter 
with Our Lord with the sacred 
liturgy and, hopefully, some 
wonderful musicmaking as well.”

and West Newton Township. He 
said his spiritual conferences will 
provide practical tips for how 
church musicians can have a 
transformed experience at Mass.

“Through their practice of music, 

choir members are able to help 
lead souls to God,” he said. “My 
goal as the chaplain is to help 
these participants see music not 
only as a profession, but as a 
unique and privileged way of 
praising God, a charism that God 
has given to build up the Church.”

Participants who arrive a day 
early will be able to experience 
a special liturgy that, while not 
officially part of the retreat, is cut 
from the same cloth.

On Aug. 15, St. Mary’s in 
Sleepy Eye will celebrate the 
Solemnity of the Assumption 

appreciation for why they sing at 
all.

“In a workshop setting, this 
becomes a lot more about the 
musical production … and a 
lot less about the spirituality to 
which the music is 
encouraging us,” 
Connolly said. The 
goal of a retreat, 
he continued, is 
for participants’ 
hearts to be “more 
centered on what 
it is that the liturgy 
is about and what 
… liturgical music 
is directing you 
towards.”

That’s something 
Joyce experienced 
firsthand last 
year. “I wasn’t 
adequately 
prepared for the 
fact that we really were going to 
be in retreat,” he said. “It was a 
beautiful surprise.”

He and the 60-or-so other 
retreatants participated in daily 
Mass, chanted the Divine Office, 
had opportunities to receive the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, 
and attended talks (or spiritual 
conferences) given by a priest.

This year, Fr. Garrett Ahlers 
will be the retreat’s spiritual 
director. He serves as associate 
pastor of the parishes in the Holy 
Cross Area Faith Community of 
Lafayette, New Ulm, Searles, 
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parish life

by Sam Patet
Prairie Catholic correspondent

Silent retreats have been a part of 
Catholicism for centuries. But an 
upcoming retreat in the Diocese 
of New Ulm for church musicians 
will be anything but quiet.

It will have lots of singing.

That’s music to the ears of Sean 
Connolly, director of music and 
organist at the Church of St. Mary 
in Sleepy Eye. He’s organizing the 
retreat, which is expected to draw 
dozens to Sleepy Eye this summer 
for five days of musicmaking.

“What excites me the most is just 
the opportunity for unadulterated 
education and spiritual 
enrichment,” Connolly said. It’s 
an opportunity “to really immerse 
ourselves in … the liturgy of the 
Church in this very beautiful form 
and to be enriched by that.”

The Sacred Music Retreat will 
be Aug. 16-20 at Schoenstatt on 
the Lake Retreat Center in Sleepy 
Eye, Minn., and is open to choir 
members, music directors, and 
anyone interested in the musical 
tradition of the Church.

This isn’t the first time the retreat 
is being held. Last year, Connolly 
and two others from St. Mary’s 
attended the first Sacred Music 
Retreat in Melbourne, Ky. When 
Connolly learned the retreat 
planner wasn’t going to organize 
another, he volunteered to take 
over.

James Joyce, a parishioner at St. 
Mary’s in Sleepy Eye, attended 
the retreat with Connolly. Having 
the opportunity to sing with a 
large choir was a treat for him.

“When all of us were singing, 
it was magnificent,” Joyce said. 
“Picking up new pieces that we 

had never sung before and then 
turning around and offering them 
in prayer in a large venue for the 
liturgy, that’s not something most 
of us [had] ever had.”

The retreat will focus on the 
musical tradition of the Tridentine 
Mass, or the Extraordinary Form 
of the Latin rite, which was in 
common use up until the Second 
Vatican Council and is celebrated 
each Sunday at St. Mary’s. In 
2007, Pope Emeritus Benedict 
XVI issued the apostolic letter 
“Summorum Pontificum,” which 
allowed for greater use of the 
Extraordinary Form, according to 
the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops website.

“For me, not only is the 
Extraordinary Form something 
that I’ve loved since high school, 
it also has been a beautiful path 
toward insight into liturgy in 
general,” Connolly said.

This year’s retreat will feature 
instruction from Jeffrey Morse, 
an expert in Gregorian chant, and 
Christopher Berry, music director 
and organist at the Basilica of St. 
Josaphat in Milwaukee. They’ll 
provide more than 18 hours of 
rehearsal time for participants 
(including two sessions for 
organists) with repertoire that 
smaller choirs typically aren’t able 
to perform.

Participants will put what they 
rehearse to use at liturgies each 
day, including St. Mary’s 11:30 
a.m. Mass on Aug. 18. They’ll 
sing the “Missa Papae Marcelli” 
(“Pope Marcellus Mass”), 
which was composed in the 16th 
century by Giovanni Pierluigi da 
Palestrina.

Still, getting everyone to master 
Palestrina isn’t Connolly’s main 
goal. He wants participants 
to walk away with a deeper 

Music retreat expected to draw dozens to Sleepy Eye this summer

Aug. 16-20, 2019
Schoenstatt on the Lake Retreat Center in Sleepy Eye
Open to adults and youth
Cost: $100, $220, or $450/person, depending on boarding and meal arrangements

Registration: Open until July 20. A $50/person late fee will be applied to registrations 
received between July 1 and 20.

More Information:
•  To register or for more information, contact Sean Connolly, 859-250-7888 or 
    caritasvincitomnia@gmail.com.
•   For an information packet that includes the retreat schedule and registration 
    forms, visit https://tinyurl.com/y66yppe4. 
•   Visit the Sacred Music Retreat’s Facebook event page for periodic updates: 
    www.facebook.com/Aug8.Aug122018/.

Sacred Music Retreat

This year’s music retreat in Sleepy Eye will feature instruction from 
Jeffrey Morse, an expert in Gregorian chant, and Christopher 
Berry, music director and organist at the Basilica of St. Josaphat in 
Milwaukee, Wi. Pictured, Kevin Allen of Chicago, one of the musical 
directors of last summer’s Cincinnati-area Sacred Music Retreat in 
Melbourne, Ky., directs the choir of retreatants during one of the 
practices.                                                      (Photo by Beth Lichter)

www.dnu.org/local-events/ 
Be sure to check back often for new announcements.

It’s time for
Parish Festivals!
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vocations

by Katie Sonnek
Prairie Catholic correspondent

On Sunday, May 12 parishes 
across the Diocese of New 
Ulm will celebrate the 56th 
annual World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations, a time set aside to 
encourage the Catholic faithful to 
join together in intercession for 
vocations to religious life. 

Currently, the diocese has nine 
seminarians studying for the 
priesthood. On June 1 at the 
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in 
New Ulm, two of the seminarians, 
Shawn Polman from St. 
Mary’s in Cottonwood 
and John Hayes from 
St. Gregory the Great 
in Lafayette, will 
be ordained to the 
transitional diaconate 
by Bishop John M. 
LeVoir. This is a necessary step 
prior to priestly ordination and 
usually lasts a year before the men 
are ordained a priest.

Both Hayes and Polman expressed 
enthusiasm for being able to serve 
the faithful as deacons. 

“I’m looking forward to actually 
giving homilies,” said Polman 
of his upcoming diaconate 
ordination. “It’s something I’ve 
enjoyed during my classes – just 
helping to explain the Scriptures 
a little more and show how the 
Bible is relevant to the here and 
now.”

Polman has been interested in the 
priesthood since the second grade 
when he began volunteering as 

an altar server at his home parish. 
“I fell in love with the Mass,” he 
said. 
 
As a deacon, Polman will assist 
with church functions including 
assisting in the liturgy, officiating 
at weddings and funerals when the 
Mass is not offered as part of the 
ceremony, and visiting the sick.

Currently, both Hayes and Polman 
are in Theology III, taking classes 
at the St. Paul Seminary in St. 
Paul. This semester’s courses 
offer a mix of subjects, including 
Prophets, Women Doctors of the 

Church, and Biomedical Morality. 
Their studies will continue even 
after diaconate ordination. 

Hayes believes that each class 
subject will help him better serve 
the faithful as a deacon. This year, 
his favorite course is Prophets.
“I have a greater reverence for 
and understanding of the books 
of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and the rest 
of the prophets,” he said. “I have 
already experienced a greater 
depth in prayer when praying with 
these texts.” 

The number of vocations in New 
Ulm is due in part to Fr. Matthew 
Wiering’s work as the diocese’s 
vocations director. The position 
was created in 1975 as a resource 
for young men and women 

considering a religious calling. 

Today, Bishop John M. 
LeVoir sees it as more of an 
“accompanying ministry” for 
young people discerning their 
future in the Church. 
 
“Pope Francis often talks about 
how we have to be ‘accompanied’ 
in our growth of faith,” Wiering 
said, explaining LeVoir’s vision. 
“We need others to walk with us. 
We can’t do it alone,” he said.
 
In order to help young men and 
women discern a religious calling, 

Wiering meets one-on-
one with them to aid them 
in their discernment. 
Regardless of whether 
they ultimately decide on 
pursuing the religious life, 
Wiering listens to them and 
provides direction for their 

spiritual growth. 

“The purpose of our meetings is 
simply to assist in their walk with 
the Lord,” Wiering said. 

“We talk about prayer, faith, and 
often those conversations lead to a 
conversation about their vocation. 
But that’s really a secondary 
consideration. The primary 
consideration is: Does this young 
person have a living relationship 
with God?” 

The importance of a healthy 
spiritual life carries special 
weight for seminarians and 
those considering religious 
life. Although no profession is 
without difficulty, a vocation to 
the priesthood comes with its own 
special set of challenges. Wiering 
stated that many young men feel 
apprehensive about considering a 
calling to Holy Orders. 
 
“There’s a lot of fear to give 
up the goods of marriage and 
family – it’s a big sacrifice,” he 
said. Wiering encourages any 
young men experiencing this 
unease to pray. “If we have a close 
relationship with God, he will 
tell us what to do,” he said.
 
Hayes added that often 
seminarians are concerned about 
how they will be received by their 

families and by society in general. 

He shared a recent story about 
chatting with a cashier at a local 
store and realizing that he was still 
wearing his clerical collar. “The 
girl was looking at me like I was 
wearing a Halloween costume,” he 
laughed. 
 
Hayes feels that young men 
considering the priesthood will 
be particularly helped by family 
members and friends who share 
their respect for parish clergy. 
“Whether you realize it or not, we 
are listening very hard to how they 
speak of priests, the religious, and 
vocations,” he said.

Wiering also shared his belief 
that those discerning Holy Orders 
will benefit from friendships with 
their local priests, particularly 
if the whole family shares this 
relationship. 

Despite their required sacrifices, 
Bishop LeVoir believes that 
the priesthood and consecrated 
life provide a special kind of 
fulfillment to all who answer the 
call. He also emphasized how 
important Holy Orders is for the 
Church. “The Eucharist is the 

heart of the Church because the 
Eucharist is Jesus,” LeVoir said. 
“The priesthood is necessary for 
the Eucharist.”
 
Hayes is particularly thrilled to 
participate in the Mass, and to 
eventually celebrate it on his own. 
“The most important thing I will 
have to offer them [the faithful] is 
Jesus,” he said.
 
During the World Day of Prayer 
for Vocations, Polman suggested 
an additional form of support: 
positive letters to current 
seminarians. 
 
“I know a lot of the seminarians 
here enjoy hearing words of 
encouragement from those back 
home,” he said, adding that he 
believes this to be the case for all 
the ordained.

Hayes added that when the 
faithful pray for them, the favor is 
returned. “We will be praying for 
them too, and also for ourselves 
that we will be good priests,” he 
said.

“I will make you fishers of men” (Mk 1:17)
Shawn Polman and John Hayes to be 
ordained transitional deacons in June

Seminarians Shawn Polman, left and John Hayes are currently in 
Theology III at the St. Paul Seminary in St. Paul. They will be ordained 
to the transitional diaconate by Bishop John M. LeVoir on Saturday, 
June 1 at the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in New Ulm.
                                                                                      (Photo submitted)

World Day of Prayer for Vocations 
 Sunday, May 12, 2019
  Dear friends, it is not always easy to discern 
our vocation and to steer our life in the right 
direction. For this reason, there needs to be a 
renewed commitment on the part of the whole 
Church – priests, religious, pastoral workers 
and educators – to provide young people in 
particular with opportunities for listening and 
discernment. There is a need for a youth ministry 
and a vocational promotion that can open the way to discovering God’s 
plan, above all through prayer, meditation on God’s word, eucharistic 
adoration, and spiritual accompaniment.    
                                                     – Pope Francis, (excerpt) from World Day    
                                                                        of Prayer for Vocations 2019     

“There’s a lot of fear to give up the goods of 
marriage and family – it’s a big sacrifice, If we 
have a close relationship with God, he will tell 
us what to do.        – Fr. Matthew Wiering”



vocations
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 amuel Rosemeier may   
 be almost 5,000 miles 

away these days, but when he 
reflects on the path that brought 
him to pursue a vocation in the 
priesthood, it is clear that the 
parishes at St. Isidore the Farmer 
Area Faith Community are still 
very much at the heart of his 
journey. Currently in the midst 
of a semester abroad in Rome, 
this seminarian is thankful to his 
parish community for giving him 
such a strong foundation in the 
faith.

“My life was encapsulated by 
the faith within the St. Isidore 
the Farmer AFC from early on,” 
Rosemeier says. “It was there that 
my personal relationship with the 
Lord was started.”

Rosemeier’s family moved to the 
area when he was just one-year 
old. They are members of the 
Church of St. Bridget in DeGraff, 
although they also became deeply 
involved with the parishes in 
other locations of the area faith 
community. In addition to serving 
as a cantor and altar server, 
Rosemeier was the janitor for 
St. Bridget and Sacred Heart in 
Murdock for six years.

Perhaps the most influential parish 
activity in which Rosemeier 
participated in was the youth 
group. He attended regular 
meetings, diocesan youth rallies, 
and the National Catholic Youth 
Conference. Wednesday night 
Teen Talk gatherings with AFC 

parish priest, Fr. Jeremy Kucera, 
also stand out in his memory.
“For Teen Talk, high schoolers 
from anywhere in the AFC could 
come together to pester Fr. Jeremy 
about anything faith related 
while snacking on M&Ms,” said 
Rosemeier. “We could also go to 
confession or pray a Holy Hour.” 

Along with the strong example 
of Catholic faith provided by 
his parents Tony and Charlotte, 
Rosemeier views his early 
participation in these parish 
activities as an invaluable step in 
his journey to seminary.

Rosemeier first heard a call to the 
priesthood at a very young age. 
When he again felt God calling 
him in high school, his first 
reaction was resistance. 

However, as the call became more 
persistent he finally decided to 
open the door, just a crack, to the 
possibility of priesthood.

“It was early on in my senior year 
of high school that I finally gave 
in and ‘made a deal’ with God,” 
Rosemeier said. “I asked him to 
change my heart and begin to 
grow that desire for priesthood 
within me – and that he did.” 

“It was during an unexpected 
trip to Rome, Italy, and Lourdes, 
France, that the seed was planted 
in my heart for love of the 
priesthood to begin to grow, and 
it continues to do so,” Rosemeier 
said.

Following high school graduation, 
Rosemeier began attending Saint 
John Vianney College Seminary in 
St. Paul. This spring, in his third 
year of studies, he is in Rome for 
a semester abroad, living at the 
Irish College and attending classes 
at the Angelicum. He is thankful 
for the opportunity to witness 
firsthand the immense historical 
and religious significance of 
Rome and Vatican City. 

Rosemeier considers being a 
student at Saint John Vianney to 
be one of the greatest blessings 
in his life. What stands out to 
him the most are the people – the 
exceptional formation staff and 
his incredibly supportive spiritual 
director as well as the other 
students. Studying with 100 other 
young men who all desire to live 
a life of virtue and who seek to 
build one another up in the faith 
has been a wonderful experience.

Seminarian reflects on his continuing journey to priesthood

Once in a
lifetime blessing
Above: Currently studying at 
the Pontifical University of St. 
Thomas Aquinas in Rome, Italy, 
seminarian Samuel Rosemeier, 
(front-far right), had the 
opportunity to serve for Pope 
Francis at the March 29 Lenten 
penance service in St. Peter’s 
Basilica, Vatican City. Rosemeier 
is in his third year of college 
seminary. 

Left: Samuel Rosemeier was all 
smiles during his handshake 
with Pope Francis.

Rosemeier would encourage 
any young man who may be 
considering a vocation to the 
priesthood to pursue the call and 
see where it may take them.

“If you have even a suspicion that 
God might be calling you to be 
his priest, then you should go to 
seminary,” Rosemeier said. 

“Many guys are afraid that 
they're going to make the wrong 
decision and end up wasting [time] 
in seminary, and this is most 
certainly not the case. You can 
ask any guy that has discerned out 
of St. John Vianney, and he will 
tell you that his years there were 
the most formative of his life and 
made him the man of virtue that he 
is today,” Rosemaier said.

“So if you feel like you might be 
called, take the leap! Don’t spend 
your life wondering,” he said.

After Rosemeier’s four years 
of study in minor seminary 
concludes, he hopes to go on to 

S

complete four years of major 
seminary and be ordained a 
diocesan priest.

“To serve the Church as her priest 
would be a beautiful vocation 
to live out,” Rosemeier said. “I 
can only hope that God finds me 
worthy of it.” 

“I will forever be grateful for the 
community I grew up in within 

the St. Isidore the Farmer AFC,” 
he added. “The people there have 
played a huge role in making 
me the man I am today. Their 
continued prayers and support for 
me is most appreciated.”

Editor’s note: Story courtesy of 
Catholic Stewardship Consultants.

Hearing the Call...
Do you wonder sometimes if God is calling you?
Do you find yourself thinking about the priesthood or religious 
life, whether you want to or not?
Do you desire to serve God and to do whatever he asks you to do 
and to give whatever he asks you to give?

Learn how to start discerning
a vocation to the priesthood or religious life

Talk to your parish pastor or contact Fr. Matthew Wiering, 
director of the Office of Vocations for the Diocese of New 

Ulm, (507) 233-5331, fatherwiering@gmail.com. 

“If you have even a 
suspicion that God might be 
calling you to be his priest, 
then you should to seminary. 
Many guys are afraid that 
they’re going to make the 
wrong decision and end up 
wasting [time] in seminary, 
and this is most certainly not 
the case. You can ask any guy 
that has discerned out of St. 
John Vianney, and he will tell 
you that his years there were 
the most formative of his life 
and made him the man of 
virtue that he is today. So 
if you feel like you might be 
called, take the leap! Don’t 
spend your life wondering.
                         –Samuel Rosemeier

(Photos courtesy of L'Osservatore Romano)

” 
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This month’s question:
When Can I Ask for the Sacrament

 of the Anointing of the Sick?

The Sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick is one 
of the two “sacraments of 
healing” – along with confession 
(reconciliation) – and is a 
beautiful sacrament that the Lord 
gave to the Church especially 
to accompany those who are 
seriously ill, those infirm because 
of advanced age, and the dying.  

As a priest, I have experienced 
many times not only the comfort 
that this Sacrament can bring to 
the person who receives it, but 
also the peace that it gives to 
their gathered family.

The Church describes the 
sacrament in this way (in canon 
998 of the Code of Canon Law):
The Anointing of the Sick, by 
which the Church commends to 
the suffering and glorified Lord 
the faithful who are dangerously 
ill so that He may support 
and save them, is conferred 
by anointing them with oil 
and pronouncing the words 
prescribed in the liturgical books.  
It is a sacrament in which the 

 by Fr. Mark Steffl, STL, JCL 

Ask a Canon Lawyer

Church carries on or continues the 
healing of the sick that Our Lord 
offered so often in his own public 
ministry. The prayers and passages 
from Sacred Scripture remind 
us that illness is an opportunity 
to unite oneself to the suffering 
Jesus, as well as a meaningful 
preparation for that time when 
the Lord will call each person to 
himself.

The Church says of those who can 
receive this sacrament (in canon 
1004):
The Anointing of the Sick can be 
administered to any member of 
the faithful who, having reached 
the use of reason, begins to be 
in danger of death by reason of 
illness or old age.  This Sacrament 
can be repeated if the sick person, 
having recovered again becomes 
seriously ill or if, in the same 
illness, the danger becomes more 
serious.”

Specifically, the sacrament can be 
requested by those who have an 
illness that puts them in danger 
of death. That doesn’t mean that 
death is impending or certain. 
As a priest, when I hear that 
someone is to have heart surgery 
or undergo chemotherapy for 

cancer, for example, I can suggest 
this as an opportunity for spiritual 
preparation: inviting the person to 
receive this sacrament of healing, 
along with Holy Communion and 
to make a good confession.

It is also permitted to offer a 
communal celebration of the 
Anointing of the Sick. Such 
opportunities are usually provided 
once or twice a year in a parish, 
or in a nursing home or assisted 
living institution. 
 
Within the directives of the 
Church on this Sacrament there 
is a special exhortation to parish 
priests to be vigilant to the 
needs of the sick and to make 
themselves available for the sick 
and the dying in a particular way. 
 
As a priest, I have been a witness 
to many instances where someone 
is restored to physical health – 
sometimes very unexpectedly 
– after receiving this sacrament, 
and I think each priest has similar 
experiences of the Lord using the 
Sacrament to work wonders. 

While physical health is not 
always restored, it is always about 
bringing spiritual health to the 

person receiving the sacrament.  

The term “last rites” is a reference 
to a special set of prayers for 
those who are close to death. 
This includes the Anointing of 
the Sick but is accompanied by  
further prayers the Church offers 
commending the dying person to 
the Lord, as well as a prayer called 
the Apostolic Pardon, which 
powerfully invokes the authority 
to remit temporal punishment due 
to sin that the Lord entrusted to 
the Church.

When I speak about this 
sacrament, as well as the “last 
rites,” I encourage people to not 
wait until the last moment before 
death to call a priest to ask for 
this sacrament. It can be very 
spiritually helpful, not only for the 
person receiving the sacrament but 
also family and friends gathered, 
to celebrate this sacrament in the 
hours or even days leading up to 
the person’s death. Sometimes, 
of course, a sudden illness or 
accident makes it impossible to 
plan ahead, but in those cases, 
it is still important to 
call a priest for this 
sacrament.  

I remind people 
that they shouldn’t 
assume that the parish 
priest knows when 
someone is seriously 
sick or dying. This 

is made especially complicated 
by the myriad privacy laws that 
govern medical institutions 
today. Whereas in the past it was 
possible for a priest to present 
himself at the nurses’ station 
and ask for a list of patients who 
were Catholic, most of the time 
confidentiality laws now put the 
burden on people to ask for the 
sacrament. Family members of a 
dying person have an obligation 
to see that their loved one receives 
this sacrament, which is such a 
meaningful expression of Jesus’ 
very personal love and solicitude 
to those suffering with illness.

NEXT COLUMN: What is the 
Church’s reason for approving 
books and textbooks?

Editor’s note: Fr. Mark 
Steffl serves as the 
Diocese of New Ulm’s 
canon lawyer and is the 
judicial vicar.

Do you have a question 
regarding canon law that you would 
like to see answered here? E-mail 
The Prairie Catholic at cclancy@
dnu.org. In the subject area indicate 
“Ask a canon lawyer.”

was appropriate to assign the 
competence for cases of the abuse 
of minors to the Congregation for 
the Doctrine of the Faith, in order 
“to impose the maximum penalty 
lawfully” through “a genuine 
criminal process.” Convictions, 
therefore, could lead to expulsion 
from the clergy. However, because 
delays arose, he says, “which 
had to be prevented owing to the 
nature of the matter, Pope Francis 
has undertaken further reforms.”

Perspectives on proper response
In the third part of the text, Pope 
emeritus Benedict XVI proposes 
some perspectives for a “proper 
response on the part of the 
Church.”

“The counterforce against evil, 
which threatens us and the whole 

world,” he says, “can ultimately 
only consist in our entering into 
this love.” “A world without 
God can only be a world without 
meaning,” in which the standards 
of good or evil no longer exist, 
leaving only the law of the 
strongest. “Power is then the only 
principle. Truth does not count, it 
actually does not exist.”

Benedict strongly accuses Western 
society of losing its true measure. 
“Western society is a society in 
which God is absent in the public 
sphere and has nothing left to 
offer it. And that is why it is a 
society in which the measure of 
humanity is increasingly lost. 
At individual points it becomes 
suddenly apparent that what is evil 
and destroys man has become a 
matter of course.” This is the case 
of pedophilia, he says. “It was 
theorized only a short time ago as 

quite legitimate, but it has spread 
further and further.” Benedict XVI 
says the answer to all this is “to 
learn again to recognize God as 
the foundation of our life.”

In this perspective of returning 
to God, the Pope Emeritus also 
speaks of the need to renew faith 
in the Eucharist, often devalued to 
a “ceremonial gesture,” destroying 
“the greatness of the Mystery” of 
Christ’s death and resurrection. 
Instead, we need to ask the Lord 
for forgiveness, he says, and 
“ask him to teach us all anew to 
understand the greatness of his 
suffering, his sacrifice. And we 
must do all we can to protect the 
gift of the Holy Eucharist from 
abuse.”

“When thinking about what action 
is required first and foremost,” he 
says, “it is rather obvious that we 

do not need another Church of our 
own design.”

“The Church today is widely 
regarded as just some kind of 
political apparatus.” “The crisis, 
caused by the many cases of 
clerical abuse, urges us to regard 
the Church as something almost 
unacceptable, which we must 
now take into our own hands and 
redesign. But a self-made Church 
cannot constitute hope.”

Benedict XVI says the action 
of the devil, whom he calls “the 
accuser,” is aimed at proving “that 
there are no righteous people.” 
“No, even today the Church is 
not just made up of bad fish and 
weeds. The Church of God also 
exists today, and today it is the 
very instrument through which 
God saves us. It is very important 
to oppose the lies and half-truths 

of the devil with the whole truth: 
Yes, there is sin in the Church 
and evil. But even today there 
is the Holy Church, which is 
indestructible.”

Today’s Church, he says, “is 
more than ever a ‘Church of the 
Martyrs’ and thus a witness to the 
living God.”

Pope emeritus Benedict XVI 
observes that “to see and find the 
living Church is a wonderful task 
which strengthens us and makes 
us joyful in our Faith time and 
again.”

He concludes by expressing his 
gratitude to Pope Francis. “I 
would like to thank Pope Francis 
for everything he does to show us, 
again and again, the light of God, 
which has not disappeared, even 
today. Thank you, Holy Father!”

(Continued from page 2)

Benedict XVI: Return to God to overcome abuse crisis
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2019 DCCW Woman of the year announced
Mary Ann Blanchette’s CCW involvement dates back to 1969

by Fr. Aaron Johanneck

As a junior in high school, I 
had the opportunity to travel to 
Washington, 
DC. While there, 
one of the most 
memorable 
experiences 
I had was 
watching the 
Changing of 
the Guard at the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in 
Arlington National Cemetery. This 
is where guards of honor keep 
watch over the tomb 24–hours a 
day, 365 days a year in honor of 
all missing or unidentified service 
members who made the ultimate 
sacrifice for our country. The 
three guards who are involved 
dress in dignified and impeccably 
maintained uniforms. Every 
movement – how they walk, how 
they turn corners, the reverential 
salute they give to the tomb, how 
their weapons are inspected – is 
carried out with the greatest 
attention and precision.  

While there are no explanations 
given during the ceremony, the 
ceremony itself communicates a 
great deal about the importance 
of what it represents: namely, 
the value of the sacrifice of the 
service members represented by 
the tomb. With almost no words 
offered or exchanged, those 
observing understand that they 
are in the presence of something 
significant, even sacred. All of 
this is communicated with no 
explanation of the ritual.

Ritual has the power to do this. 
It has the power to speak to us 
on levels that are deeper than 
words. Who is not moved by 
military rituals; the Changing 
of the Guard at the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier, the folding 
of the American flag, military 
honors at funerals with the 21-gun 
salute and the playing of Taps. 
Even if we do not know all of the 
history or the meaning behind 
these rituals, they have the power 
to speak to us and to demand our 
respect.

This is also the case for the rituals 
of the Catholic Church. The 
Church’s sacred liturgy is filled 
with rituals. In the holy sacrifice 
of the Mass, there are processions 
and gestures, incense, bows, and 

genuflections, the beating of our 
breasts, the carrying of the Book 
of the Gospel, the kissing of the 
altar. The celebration of each of 

the sacraments 
is made up of 
many rituals. 
We may not 
know all of 
the history, 
symbolism, or 
meaning behind 
every element 

of these rituals, but when they 
are celebrated with due honor, 
reverence, and prayerfulness, they 
communicate much to us even 
without being explained.

In fact, too many explanations 
can greatly reduce the beauty and 
power of a ritual. Ritual with no 
or minimal explanation helps us to 
understand and experience that we 
are entering into something bigger 
than us; something important 
and worthy of our veneration. In 
the case of the Church’s liturgy, 
we are drawn into the heavenly 
liturgy, the worship and adoration 
of God that never ceases. In the 
sacred liturgy, we give honor and 
praise to God for the ultimate 
sacrifice of his Son who gave up 
his life and shed his blood not 
only for our nation but also for 
the salvation of the whole world. 
In the liturgy, we are united to his 
Passion, Death, and Resurrection 
and we offer ourselves to the 
Father in union with him. We 
rightly give great reverence to 
military rituals for what they 
represent; how much more should 
we reverence the rituals of the 
sacred liturgy for what they not 
only represent, but also actually 
make present?

Whether a military ceremony like 
the Changing of the Guard or the 
Church’s sacred liturgy, when 
these rituals and ceremonies are 
carried out well, with dignity and 
honor, they help us to understand 
on a deep level that that which we 
are observing and participating in 
represents (or in the case of the 
liturgy, makes present) something 
important, beautiful, and powerful. 
Even without explanation, they 
can communicate to us that we are 
in the presence of a truth worth 
reverencing and even giving our 
lives for.

Fr. Aaron Johanneck is diocesan 
director of the Office of Worship.

The importance and 
power of ritual

Sursum Corda
L i f t  U p  Yo u r  H e a r t s

by Fr. Ed Dougherty,
The Christophers

May is the month of Mary, 
which makes this a perfect time 
to begin a reflection on her 
miraculous presence in the world 
around us. Mary is the Mediatrix 
of all graces, meaning that we 
have recourse to her in prayer for 
the graces poured out by God. Her 
role as a powerful intercessor has 
been proven throughout history, 
so we should get to know stories 
about Mary to strengthen our faith 
and prepare ourselves to turn to 
her with confidence in times of 
need.

The story of the Wedding at 
Cana exemplifies how Mary’s 
intercession works. As the Gospel 
of John recounts, Jesus attended 
a wedding along with his mother 
and his disciples. While they were 
there, the wine ran out. Mary 
approached Jesus and asked him 
to intervene. His initial response 
was to say that his hour had not 
yet come. But Mary persisted 
and told the servants to do as he 
instructed. It was at that point that 
Jesus acquiesced to his mother’s 
wishes and performed the miracle 
of turning water into wine. 
 
This is how Mary’s mediation 
works. All graces flow from 
God but it is a sign of great 
reverence, wisdom, and respect 
to go through the Mother of God 

when seeking divine intervention. 
Like any good son, Christ will 
prioritize the requests brought 
to him by his mother. And Mary 
has been interceding in this 
way for individuals and great 
causes around the world ever 
since.        
 
Five of the sixteen Vatican 
recognized apparitions of Mary 
have occurred in France. The most 
famous of these occurred in the 
vicinity of the small market town 
of Lourdes in Southern France 
in the foothills of the Pyrenees 
Mountains. Fourteen-year-old 
Bernadette Soubirous, who was 
poor, uneducated, and sickly, 
received visions she described 
as being of a “small young 
lady” over the course of several 
months in the year of 1858. The 
Lady referred to herself as “the 
Immaculate Conception” and 
called for penance, conversion of 
sinners, and for a shrine to be built 
where the apparitions took place, 
which at the time was a garbage 
dump.  

Four years earlier, Pope Pius 
IX promulgated the dogma of 
the Immaculate Conception. 
Bernadette didn’t understand what 
these words meant, so this became 
a perfect way for Mary to prove 
to the world that her appearances 
were real and to also confirm the 
dogma put forth by the pope. A 
healing spring poured forth from 
the ground where the visions 
occurred and people began to visit 
the site in droves. 
 
After a full investigation 
commissioned by the local 
bishop, the apparitions were 
declared authentic and by 1876 
a basilica had been erected over 
the grotto. Multiple miracles have 
been confirmed by the Church 
in connection with the healing 
waters of Lourdes, and countless 
more people claim healings 
and conversions due to their 
pilgrimages to this holy site.   
 
Mary’s miraculous intercessions 
in the world remind us of her 
deep love for humanity and her 
willingness to mediate all our 
concerns to God. So pray for the 
intercession of the Blessed Mother 
and you will find her drawing you 
closer to the heart of Jesus.   

Editor’s note: The Christophers 
are a Christian inspirational 
group founded in 1945.

Mary’s intercessions draw us closer to Christ

HUTCHINSON – Mary Ann 
Blanchette, a member of the 
Church of St. Mary in Tracy, 
was named the 2019 New Ulm 
Diocesan Council of Catholic 
Women ‘Woman of the Year.’ 
Bishop John M. LeVoir presented 
the award during the annual 
Diocesan Council of Catholic 
Women Convention held Saturday, 
April 27 at the Church of St. 
Anastasia in Hutchinson.

In her parish Blanchette has 
served on both the parish council 
and the finance board, was a 
religious education teacher 
and coordinator, as well as a 
Eucharistic minister. She is 
also a member of the Catholic 
Daughters. 

On several past occasions, she 
and her husband Gordon (now 
deceased) would open up their 
home and farm to host not only 
parish events but also Knights of 
Columbus events. 

Blanchette has been equally 
active in community service. She 

has served as an activity director 
for the local senior center, was 
president of the Golden Age 
Club, and was a creating force 
for the local Head Start program. 
Blanchette also provides Meals 
on Wheels to shut-ins as well as 
making visits to the area nursing 
home residents. 

Involved with the Council of 
Catholic Women since 1969, 
Blanchette has served on 
numerous Council commissions. 
They include: Church/Community 
Affairs chair, Scholarship 
chair, International Affairs, and 
Organizational Services. In 1985 
she served as DCCW vice-
president and in 1986 as president. 
In 1994 she served as DCCW 
secretary.

On the regional level she has 
served as Council of Catholic 
Women (CCW) historian, 
parliamentary chairperson, and as 
Region 3 CCW president. 

Bishop John M. LeVoir 
presented Mary Ann Blanchette 
with the 2019 Woman of the 
Year award during the April 
27 DCCW convention held in 
Hutchinson.
       (Photo by Chris Heiderscheidt)
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social concerns

disasters: straight-line winds and 
hail in Clontarf, Benson, and 
Winthrop; tornadoes in Watkins 
and Paynesville; and flooding in 
Kandiyohi, Lyon, Redwood, and 
Renville counties. These funds 
have been made available through 
the generosity of parish second 
collections initiated by Bishop 
John M. LeVoir in addition to five 
$10,000 emergency assistance 
grants provided by Catholic 
Charities, USA (CCUSA) 
following these localized natural 
disaster events. 

As a participating agency 
with MN VOAD (Voluntary 
Organizations Active in Disaster), 
Catholic Charities is immediately 
engaged following local disasters, 
working collaboratively with 
county emergency managers, 
parish and city officials, and other 
non-profit first responders to 
quickly assist low-income families 
directly displaced or disrupted. 
Given this response history, 
the diocese was encouraged to 
look more closely at disaster 

preparedness and in 2015 a parish 
emergency preparedness policy 
was adopted and promulgated. 
(See “guidelines” at www.dnu.
org/catholiccharities.) 

While much of the policy 
addresses parish preparedness 
for a crisis during parish events, 
natural disaster response 
preparedness is a key related 
component of this diocesan policy. 

Three-year grant initiative
Most recently, Catholic Charities 
of the Diocese of New Ulm 
has been chosen to participate 
in a three-year (2018-2020), 
$75,000 Catholic Charities USA 
Agency Capacity Initiative Grant 
to address gaps with parish 
preparedness and parish responses 
following natural disasters in the 
diocese. 

Grant implementation is advised 
by a steering committee that 
includes: Catholic Charities 
advisor Fr. Brian Mandel, who 
is also a Meeker County sheriff’s 
chaplain from the Shepherd of 
Souls Area Faith Community; 

Quentin Brunsvold, the Marshall 
fire chief and parish business 
manager from Holy Redeemer 
parish in Marshall; Weston 
Edwards, a member of the 
Diocesan Pastoral Council and 
a representative of the Knights 
of Columbus; Deacon Tim 
Dolan from the Office of Social 
Concerns of the Diocese of New 
Ulm; and Tom Keaveny from 
Catholic Charities.

In addition to participating in a 
week-long CCUSA sponsored 
Advanced Institute in Disaster 
Excellence (AIDE) in December 
of 2018, the steering committee 
members are working to enable 
parishes in the diocese to be better 
prepared to respond to natural 
disasters and to be engaged with 
collaborative local resources on 
disaster recovery efforts. 

Coincidently, the Knights of 
Columbus (KC) launched 
a national parish disaster 
preparedness program initiative 
that encourages KC councils 
in every parish to help prepare 
parishes and communities 
before disaster strikes. Councils 
throughout the diocese 
are also establishing how 
they might best assist their 
parish in these efforts. 
Jennifer Dyer, the CCUSA 
program director for 
the Capacity Grant, is 
especially supportive of the 
diocesan effort to engage 
the Knights of Columbus 
as volunteers. “In many 

small dioceses these efforts must 
be parish-based, and volunteer 
focused as staff are often not able 
to immediately deploy when a 
disaster strikes,” Dyer said. “To 
train and prepare key volunteers 
in each parish is critical.”

Grant steering committee member 
and Knights of Columbus 
member, Wes Edwards, 
summarizes the initiative “as 
an opportunity to witness and 
evangelize in the midst of some of 
the most difficult circumstances 
people might face in a lifetime.”

Tom Keaveny is 
the director of the 
Catholic Charities 
of the Diocese of 
New Ulm.

Orientation 
& Training 
Workshop

Parish response preparedness

Thursday, Oct. 24
 St. Aloysius Jubilee 

Center in Olivia
If you or someone you know 
are willing to volunteer as a 
disaster response coordinator 
at the parish level, call Catholic 
Charities of the Diocese of New 
Ulm, (866) 670-5163.    

Catholic Charities immediately engaged when natural disasters strike
(Continued from page 1)

When it comes to politics, everything is connected

T oday, people working to 
advance Catholic social teaching 
often find themselves in opposing 
camps, divided along party lines. 
But the Church’s political work 
is about putting back together 
what has been torn apart by a 
highly partisan culture. In his 
encyclical Laudato si’, Pope 
Francis proposes integral ecology 
as a new framework for reunifying 
the Church’s mission of public 
engagement. 

A schism in Catholic social 
teaching
Have you noticed how rarely all 
dimensions of Catholic social 
teaching coexist peacefully in the 
political engagement of many 
Catholics? How often are “social 
justice Catholics” working at 
cross-purposes with “pro-life 
Catholics?” Catholics who devote 
themselves to protecting the 
unborn or defending marriage 
don’t always see eye-to-eye with 

Catholics who prioritize serving 
the poor or caring for the natural 
ecology, and vice versa. 

To be sure, the “life issues,” 
because they typically involve 
intrinsic moral evils, must have 
a certain priority in our social 
and political engagement. But to 
achieve short-term wins on the life 
issues, many are prone to dismiss 
concern over environmental 
destruction or the well-being 
of immigrants because those 
issues do not compare with the 
destruction of life brought on by 
abortion or assisted suicide. 

Other Catholics emphasize the 
concrete needs of people in their 
midst and how to meet them. They 
are unpersuaded by what seem 
like moral abstractions – precisely 
because the life issues are often 
framed as mere opposition to 
some immoral action, not as a 
defense of the human person in 
light of the web of relationships in 
which we exist.

And yet, isn’t there something 
common to the two perspectives? 
Isn’t it the very same “throwaway 
culture” which now populates 
our prisons, our landfills, and 
our graveyards? Our culture’s 
tendency to discard whatever – or 

whoever – is old or inconvenient 
is rapidly polluting both the earth 
itself and the human community. 
We need a more integrated way of 
approaching all the social issues 
as Catholics.

Principled, not partisan
At the Minnesota Catholic 
Conference, our policy positions 
do not fit neatly into the polarized, 
left-right framework that still 
dominates the political landscape. 
Instead, on our bill tracker 
(mncatholic.org/actioncenter), 
you will find positions opposing 
assisted suicide and abortion, 
but you will also find support for 
clean water funding, and opioid 
epidemic response, immigrant 
driver’s licenses, and others.  

This is not arbitrary. Nor is it 
the “mushy middle,” a way of 
pandering to both the right and 
the left. Rather, it is reflective 
of a consistent ethic of life that 
puts back together what our 
political culture has pulled apart. 
American politics have become 
disintegrated, and even while both 
parties get it right on some issues, 
neither has a consistent vision of 
social life capable of building a 
truly just society. 

In light of these difficulties, we 

can look to Pope Francis, who 
offers a new way of looking 
at Catholic social teaching in 
Laudato si’. In it, he proposes 
“integral ecology,” which means 
helping the natural and human 
ecologies to flourish while 
respecting both. 

Integral ecology: a new vision 
for Catholic social teaching
A vision statement for integral 
ecology could be the chorus 
from Laudato si’, “everything 
is connected.” When one aspect 
of our lives is out of sync with 
Gospel principles, whether in our 
personal lives or in our public 
engagement, the whole “spiritual 
organism” suffers. 

It is the same way with the 
political ecosystem: we cannot 
address a social problem in a 
narrow or isolated manner because 
our problems arise within a 
society of broken or disintegrated 
relationships and the failure, 
in some instances, to live our 
relationships with others well.  
That’s what the tradition means 
when it refers to structures of 
sin. And those structures can be 
dismantled only through personal 
conversion and addressing how 
they affect a whole ecosystem 
of social relationships. To get 

at downstream effects, we must 
see the source of the problem 
“upstream.”  

Because of the significance 
of integral ecology for public 
policy engagement in the life of 
the Church today, the bishops 
of Minnesota have approved 
the publication of a brand-new 
document by the Minnesota 
Catholic Conference titled 
“Minnesota, Our Common 
Home.” This resource is 
intended to help all of us grow 
in cultivating integral ecology 
within our families, in our daily 
lives, and in our call to be faithful 
citizens – all right here, in our 
home state. 

You can download or order your 
own copy by visiting www.
mncatholic.org/ourcommonhome. 
As you read and pray through 
this document, we pray you are 
challenged and encouraged in 
your call to care for our common 
home, whether in your own 
backyard or on Capitol Hill.

Editor’s note: Sarah Spangenberg 
is the Communications Associate 
of the Minnesota Catholic 
Conference. 

Faith in the 
Public Arena

by Sarah Spangenberg
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around the diocese

by Katie Braulick
Prairie Catholic correspondent

Approximately 100 women from 
across the diocese attended the 
New Ulm Diocesan Council 
of Catholic Women Deanery 1 
spring gathering on March 21 at 
St. George parish in West Newton 
Township. Gathering for Mass, 
dinner, and presentations, they 
came with open hearts and left 
with minds full of knowledge 
and a firm resolve to be part of 
the solution when it comes to 
the issue of commercial sexual 
exploitation.

According to the Minnesota 
Department of Health, 
commercial sexual exploitation 
(sex trafficking) occurs when 
something of value (i.e., money, 
food, shelter, drugs) or the 
promise of something of value 
is given to a person in exchange 
for any type of sexual activity. 
Commercial sexual exploitation is 
not just prostitution: pornography 
and strip clubs also fuel this 
industry.

Allan Bakke, the Southwest 
Minnesota Safe Harbor Regional 
Navigator, was one of the three 
evening presenters. He addressed 
the local problem with sex 
trafficking and pointed out that 
as a whole Minnesota is a state 
that has a large problem, even 
in the very rural 18 county area 
he covers. “Sexual exploitation 
is happening here – there is no 

debate about that,” Bakke said.
Here? Really? In the communities 
of the New Ulm diocese? 

Yes, it is here; and there are things 
we can do about it, according 
to New Ulm Police Department 
senior investigator Jeff Hohensee. 

According to Hohensee, often 
people think commercial sexual 
exploitation involves someone 
who is abducted, taken across 
borders, and made to perform acts 
of prostitution. Hohensee said 
this is a misconception. Statistics 
tell us only 1-3% of victims of 
trafficking are abducted. 

Typically, it is vulnerable teens 
from unstable or troubled homes 
who are lured into the industry 
by someone they have met and 
have learned to trust. Hohensee 
said that as a community we must 
learn to recognize these vulnerable 
girls and reach out to them in 
prevention. He said we need to 
educate hotel workers on how 
to identify and report situations 
they may observe, and also make 
information available in schools 
and public places so those being 
trafficked know who to reach out 
to for help.

Although Hohensee has been 
involved in multiple successful 
stings to arrest people seeking to 
buy sex locally, he admits that 
“We will never arrest our way out 
of this situation . . .  Information 
is power, and we need to get the 

message out that our children are 
not for sale.”

A personal story
At its core, commercial sexual 
exploitation can be considered 
a modern form of slavery and 
is driven by the use of people 
(mostly women and girls) as 
commodities. Our Catholic faith 
teaches that human life is sacred 
and the dignity of all people must 
be respected; people must never 
be used as property. 

Danielle Freitag, LADC, author 
and co-founding executive 
director of Action169 shared her 
personal story of being targeted, 
groomed, and brought into the 

commercial sex industry via the 
strip clubs in Minnesota. By 
the grace of God, she was able 
to leave and find healing in a 
relationship with Christ. 

Danielle and her husband Corey 
helped to start Action169, 
which focuses on prevention, 
intervention, and restoration 
services for women who have 
been exploited or have struggled 
with problematic substance use.

Power by prayer
So how do we stop this atrocity? 
How do we eliminate the sale of 
human beings?

In legislation, Minnesota is at the 

forefront of the fight against sex 
trafficking. In 2011, Minnesota 
and 14 other states added to 
the federal incrimination of 
traffickers by passing additional 
laws to protect the victims of sex 
trafficking and provide resources 
and services to those who want 
to get out of the industry.  The 
“No Wrong Door Model” was 
introduced in 2014 to equip 
communities to serve victims 
better. Victims who reach out can 
be connected with the resources 
they need to leave the industry 
without fear of being arrested.

Freitag stressed how much 
we need to be modern-day 
abolitionists and the place to 
start is with prayer. “Prayer is so 
significant; prayer is one of the 
most powerful and effective ways 
we can combat commercial sexual 
exploitation,” she said.

Freitag encouraged the audience 
to create awareness of the issue of 
sexual exploitation and educate 
themselves so they can identify 
and reach out to vulnerable girls 
in their communities. She said 
that by building communities that 
lovingly support kids from broken 
homes and struggling teenagers 
looking to be accepted, we can 
reach these girls before they are 
targeted, groomed, and brought 
into the sex industry.  

Together we can make a 
difference, and with God all things 
are possible. 

Sex trafficking happening every day; far from under control locally

Author Danielle Freitag signed books at the DCCW spring gathering 
held March 21 at St. George parish in West Newton Township. Freitag 
shared her personal story of being targeted, groomed, and brought 
into the commercial sex industry.                   (Photo by Katie Braulick)

by Hannah Brockhaus
Catholic News Agency

VATICAN CITY – Pope Francis 
said that human trafficking is, 
“without doubt,” a crime against 
humanity for its violation of 
human dignity and freedom.

“Trafficking,” he said April 11, 
“constitutes an unjustifiable 
violation of the freedom and 
dignity of the victims, constitutive 
dimensions of the human being 
wanted and created by God. This 
is why it is considered a crime 
against humanity.”

“Trafficking seriously damages 
humanity as a whole, tearing apart 
the human family and the Body of 
Christ,” the pope stated. 

Francis said trafficking in people 
is the worst manifestation of the 

commodification of others. It not 
only hurts victims, but it destroys 
the humanity of those doing the 
trafficking or taking advantage of 
victims, because it denies them 
access to the abundant life of 
Jesus.

“The Son of God became man 
to indicate to all human beings 
the path of realization of their 
humanity, in conformity with the 
uniqueness and unrepeatability of 
each one,” he explained. 

“Unfortunately, the present world 
is sadly characterized by situations 
that hinder the fulfillment of this 
mission.”

Pope Francis spoke to the 
participants of an international 
conference on the implementation 
of a handbook published in 
January by the Migrants and 

Refugees Section of the Dicastery 
for Promoting Integral Human 
Development.

Called “Pastoral Orientations 
on Human Trafficking,” the 
handbook has 10 sections, each 
analyzing human trafficking from 
a different angle and providing 
recommendations ranging 
from targeting and prosecuting 
consumers of human trafficking 
to aiding in the full spiritual and 
psychological recovery of its 
victims.

The conference ran from April 
8-11 in Rome and had the 
participation of over 150 people, 
among them representatives of 
Catholic charitable organizations, 
religious orders, and bishops’ 
conferences.

Pope Francis told conference 

participants that their presence “is 
a tangible sign of the commitment 
that many local Churches have 
generously assumed in this 
pastoral field.” 

He highlighted the work of 
religious congregations in the 
fight against human trafficking. 
They operate as a “vanguard” of 
the Church’s missionary action 
against all types of trafficking, he 
stated.

“I sincerely thank you for what 
you are already doing on behalf 
of so many of our brothers and 
sisters, innocent victims of the 
commodification of the human 
person,” he said. “Persevere in this 
mission, which is often risky and 
unknown.”

The pope went on to note that 
though much has been done 

against trafficking, there is still 
more to do, and urged cooperation 
and coordination between local 
churches, religious congregations, 
and Catholic organizations.

He also called them to accept 
help from outside organizations, 
governments, and civil society to 
ensure their work is as effective as 
possible.

“All actions that aim to restore 
and promote our humanity and 
that of others are in line with 
the mission of the Church, as a 
continuation of the saving mission 
of Jesus Christ,” he stated, noting 
the work of those fighting against 
trafficking and the “missionary 
value” evident in that.

Pope Francis calls human trafficking 'a crime against humanity'



WASHINGTON – Responding 
to the April 9, 2019, Senate 
Judiciary Committee hearing, 
Abortion Until Birth: The Need 
to Pass the Pain-Capable Unborn 
Child Protection Act, Archbishop 
Joseph F. Naumann of Kansas 
City and chair of the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
Committee on Pro-Life Activities 
said the bill draws public attention 
to “the shameful reality that the 
United States is one of only seven 
nations worldwide that allows 
the barbaric practice of late-term 
abortion, when a child likely 
feels pain and might even live 

outside the womb with appropriate 
medical assistance.”

Archbishop Naumann said 
abortions performed after the 
middle point of pregnancy not 
only kill a child but also “pose 
serious physical dangers to 
women.” 

The vast majority of Americans 
strongly support a ban on late-
term abortions, the archbishop 
noted, which is one more reason 
Congress should waste no time in 
passing the bill.

A Marist poll conducted in January 

2019 found that Americans 
overwhelmingly favor greater 
restrictions on abortion than are 
currently in place, with a full three 
quarters (75 percent) saying that if 
abortion is going to be allowed at 
all, it should be restricted to within 
the first trimester.

WASHINGTON – The Supreme 
Court’s conservative majority 
seemed ready on Tuesday, April 23 
to allow the Trump administration 
to add a question on citizenship 
to the 2020 census, which critics 
say would undermine its accuracy 
by discouraging both legal and 
unauthorized immigrants from 
filling out the forms.

The case appeared to divide the 
court along the usual lines, with its 
five conservative members poised 
to defer to the administration and 
the court’s four liberal members 
ready to question its motives and 
methods.

In the current political climate, 
Census Bureau research indicates 
the question is likely to discourage 
households with noncitizens, 
including unauthorized 
immigrants, from taking part in the 
count. The bureau estimates 6.5 
million people will not respond 
to the 2020 census if a citizenship 
question is included. 

The United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops (USCCB) urge 
that all people count and must be 
included in Census efforts. 

Bishop Frank J. Dewane of 
Venice, Fl., Chairman of the 
USCCB Committee on Domestic 
Justice and Human Development 
and Bishop Joe S. Vasquez of 
Austin, Texas, Chairman of 
the USCCB Committee on 
Migration, issued the following 
April 23 statement regarding the 
importance of ensuring an accurate 
count for the U.S. Census.

“Our country conducts a Census 
every ten years to count the 
number of men, women, and 
children residing in the United 
States. Census data helps direct 
more than $800 billion annually to 

key programs designed to advance 
the common good, strengthen 
families, and reduce poverty. The 
Catholic Church and other service 
providers rely on the national 
Census to provide an accurate 
count to effectively serve those in 
need,” said Bishop Dewane.

“We urge for all people to be 
counted in the Census, regardless 
of their citizenship. Proposed 
questions regarding immigration 
status will obstruct accurate 
Census estimates and ultimately 
harm immigrant families and the 
communities they live in. Our 
society, rooted in the strength of 
the family, cannot risk missing 
this opportunity to give children 
and parents the tools they need to 
succeed,” said Bishop Vasquez.
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Join Bishop John LeVoir for
Adoration and Prayer

June 21 at 7 pm
Church of St. Michael, Madison

Opportunities for healing prayer, Confession, spiritual counsel

for Hope and Healing


