
of Lincoln, Neb., and Gloria 
Purvis, co-host of “Morning 
Glory” on EWTN Radio and 
chairwoman of Black Catholics 
United for Life.

Bishop Conley addressed the 
crowd saying, “In a word, our 
democracy depends on you and 
me. Our faith is more than a 
family matter. Our faith is not 
private.” 

“We cannot be afraid to challenge 
our democracy with the truths 
of the Gospel. In fact, our 
democracy depends on that 
challenge,” Bishop Conley said.

While Catholics do not have 
a political party, they do have 
a political home, said Bishop 
Conley. 

God calls us to remind the world 
that Jesus Christ was poor and 
that Christ comes to us in the 
stranger, the immigrant and 
refugee, as well as the sick and 
the prisoner, he said.

“God calls us to proclaim that 
life is sacred for those in the 
womb, for the terminally ill, for 
the elderly, and for the disabled,” 
he said.

Bishop Conley encouraged 
people to trust in God’s 
providential plan even when they 
don’t see success, recalling St. 
John Paul II’s words, “It is not 
permissible for anyone to remain 
idle.”

The day focused on three key 
items before the State Legislature.  

Catholics learned of a bill 
addressing school choice – as 
it pertains to underprivileged 
students and bills addressing the 
cycle of poverty.

In addition, they learned of a bill 
proposing legalized physician 
assisted suicide, which is 
contrary to Catholic teaching. 

A companion bill to the assisted 
suicide bill, and favorable to 
Catholics, calls for creating 
a palliative care advisory 
committee to advise the full 
Legislature on ways to improve 
palliative care.

Bishop John M. LeVoir of the 
Diocese of New Ulm was one of 
three of the state’s bishops who 
addressed the crowd on one of 

these key issues.

Bishop LeVoir spoke about the 
inestimable worth of each human 
being. “Jesus calls us to love 
all from conception to natural 
death,” he said.  

“It is often times at the end of 
life where it becomes diffi  cult 
to love because of disease and 
suff ering…but care is the answer, 
love is the answer; death (assisted 
suicide) is never the answer,” he 
said.

Bishop LeVoir told of a couple 
from his fi rst parish, John and 
Martha. Martha got Alzheimer’s 
disease and moved to a nursing 
home. Her personality changed 
from being very dignifi ed and 
kind to short-tempered and easily 
angered.

One day Bishop LeVoir said to 
Martha’s husband, “John, this 
must be very diffi  cult for you to 
come every day?”

“Father, I love her more now than 
ever,” John replied.  

Some arguments make assisted 
suicide sound very good … but 
there is nothing better for these 
people than love, Bishop LeVoir 
said.

Guest speaker Gloria Purvis 
spoke to the crowd, telling them 
“Catholics are Soldiers of the 
Cross.”

“I hope when we see darkness, 
our instinct is to charge it and 
bring the light of Christ and not 
to be afraid,” she said. “And 
that is what you are going to 
do today when you go to your 
legislators …”
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Catholics at the Capitol draws over 1,000 from across Minnesota
by Debra Skelley Blaschko
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

St. Paul - The collective voice 
of Minnesota Catholics was 
heard loud and clear at the State 
Capitol March 9 when more than 
1,000 came together in St. Paul 
to launch a new eff ort to clarify 
the role of Catholics in the public 
square. 

Bishops from all six Minnesota 
dioceses attended this fi rst ever 
event organized by the Minnesota 
Catholic Conference (MCC), 
the public policy voice of the 
Catholic Church in the state.

About 70 from around the 
Diocese of New Ulm participated 
in a day that began with 8 a.m. 
Mass at the St. Paul RiverCentre, 
followed by speakers and 
advocacy training, before 
participants headed to the State 
Capitol in the afternoon to meet 
with lawmakers.

Keynote presenters during the 
morning session were Bishop 
James D. Conley of the Diocese 

(Continued on page 4)

On Thursday, March 9, more than 1,000 Catholics from every state senate district joined Minnesota’s 
seven bishops and dynamic speakers in St. Paul for the fi rst ever Catholics at the Capitol. Catholics 
gathered in the morning at the St. Paul RiverCentre for prayer, talks, and advocacy training before 
heading to the State Capitol to meet their elected representatives.         (Photo by Debra Skelley Blaschko)

Please give 
generously.

Lord Jesus,
Help us to walk

Your way of love.

Lead us to serve
Your people in love.

Reveal to us
The path to love,

That all may know
Your peace.

Amen.
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   RA  RIE
    C AT H O L I C

by Bishop John M. LeVoir

We are quickly approaching 
Holy Week and its culmination, 
Easter. This year Easter is on 
April 16.  Holy Week itself is the 
holiest time of the year. Why? 
Because it celebrates the holiest, 
or most God-like, events in the 
history of the human race. It is the 
time in which we celebrate Our 
Lord’s triumphant entrance into 
Jerusalem, and his Passion, death, 
and Resurrection. The Catechism 
of the Catholic Church defi nes 
Holy Week as follows: “The week 
preceding Easter, beginning with 
Palm (Passion) Sunday, called the 
“Great Week” in the liturgies of 
the Eastern Churches. It marks the 
Church’s annual celebration of the 
events of Christ’s Passion, death, 
and Resurrection, culminating 
in the Paschal Mystery” (CCC, 
Glossary).

Bishop LeVoir’s April 2017 
calendar can be found at
www.dnu.org/calendar/.

St. John tells us that “God is love” 
(1 John 4:8). We also know from 
scripture that God is holy: “I am 
holy” (Lev 11:44). The events 
of Holy Week are the most holy 
because they reveal God to us, 
the God who is love. It is through 
the liturgical celebrations of 
Holy Week that we enter into the 
holiness of God and experience his 
infi nite love for us.  

It is with this thought in mind 
that I encourage participation in 
all of the liturgical celebrations 
of Holy Week, beginning with 
Palm (Passion) Sunday, through 
Holy Thursday and Good Friday, 
and culminating with the Easter 
Vigil on Holy Saturday and 
Easter Sunday. The events that we 
celebrate during Holy Week are 
called the Paschal Mystery.

The Paschal Mystery is: 
“Christ’s work of redemption 
accomplished principally by his 
Passion, death, Resurrection, and 
glorious Ascension, whereby 
‘dying he destroyed our death, 
rising he restored our life.’ The 
Paschal Mystery is celebrated 
and made present in the liturgy 
of the Church, and its saving 
eff ects are communicated through 
the sacraments, especially the 
Eucharist, which renews the 
paschal sacrifi ce of Christ as the 
sacrifi ce off ered by the Church” 
(CCC, Glossary).

St. Peter counsels us to be holy. 
He writes about the command 
of God to us: “Be holy because 
I [am] holy” (1 Peter 1:16). This 
Holy Week, we ask God to help 
us to be holy as he is holy through 
an immersion of ourselves in the 
Paschal Mystery. This happens 
through a conscious and active 
participation in the liturgies of 
Holy Week.

Financial reorganization
The Diocese of New Ulm fi led 
for fi nancial reorganization under 
Chapter 11 of the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code on March 3. The diocese has 
carefully reviewed how best to 
meet our fi nancial obligations and 
determined that reorganization is 
the fairest way to resolve sexual 
abuse claims while allowing the 
Church to continue its essential 
work of serving people in our local 
communities. I again extend my 
deepest apologies on behalf of the 
Diocese of New Ulm to victims 
and survivors of clergy sexual 
abuse as minors.

You can fi nd more information 
about the fi nancial reorganization, 
along with my video message, 
Hope, Healing, and Peace, on the 
diocesan website, www.dnu.org. 
Please continue to pray for the 
victims and survivors of childhood 
sexual abuse by clergy, as well as 
the Diocese of New Ulm, as we 
strive to meet the pastoral needs 

of the nearly 55,000 Catholics 
living in the fi fteen counties within 
the Diocese of New Ulm. Also, 
please pray for the diocesan staff  
members and their families who 
were laid off , and for those who 
had their benefi ts reduced.

Pastoral planning
The Diocese of New Ulm is 
continuing its eff orts in pastoral 
planning by implementing the 
Fourth Plan for Parishes. I am very 
grateful to the priests and deacons 
of the diocese for their work on 
pastoral planning and the dialogues 
that they are carrying on with their 
parishioners. I am also grateful 
to the many parishioners who 
are dialoguing with their pastoral 
leaders and among themselves 
about the future of their parishes. 
Tom Keaveny and I have had 
many meetings now with parishes 
to discuss pastoral planning. Please 
continue to dialogue and pray 
about the future of your parishes 
and area faith communities.

Catholics at the Capitol
The Catholics at the Capitol event 
sponsored by the Minnesota 
Catholic Conference was a big 
success. Over 1,000 Catholics 
from every legislative district in 
Minnesota came to RiverCentre 
and the Minnesota State Capitol 
in St. Paul to be educated in the 
issues important to Catholics and 
to speak with their legislators. Go 

to https://mncatholic.org/catholics-
at-the-capitol/ for total coverage of 
the event.

Divine Mercy Sunday
Divine Mercy Sunday is the 
Sunday after Easter, April 23.  
This feast was established by St. 
John Paul II and based on the 
revelations of Jesus to St. Maria 
Faustina Kowalska, a Polish 
religious. The Divine Mercy 
website says: Jesus told St. 
Faustina that this feast of Mercy 
would be a very special day when 
‘all the divine fl oodgates through 
which graces fl ow are opened’ 
(Diary 699).

Our Lord made a great promise to 
all those souls who would go to 
confession and then receive him in 
Holy Communion on the feast of 
Mercy, on the Sunday after Easter, 
which is now called Divine Mercy 
Sunday throughout the Catholic 
Church.

The diocesan celebration of 
Divine Mercy Sunday will be at 
the Church of the Holy Family 
in Silver Lake. There will be a 
penance service at 2 p.m. and the 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy (sung) at 
3 p.m.  All are invited to join me 
in opening our hearts to the Divine 
Mercy.

The Most Reverend John J. McRaith, bishop emertus of 
Owensboro and native priest of diocese, dies at age 82

by Chris Clancy
The Prairie Catholic

The Diocese of New Ulm’s native 
son, Most Reverend John J. 
McRaith, the third bishop of the 
Diocese of Owensboro, Ky, (1982 
to 2009), died Sunday, March 19, 
2017. He was 82.

“Bishop McRaith was one of the 
kindest, most optimistic persons 
I have ever known,” said Fr. 
Eugene Brown, a retired priest 
of the diocese who was ordained 

a priest the same year as Bishop 
McRaith.

“He seemed to be upbeat and 
cheerful all the time, and this 
enthusiasm was contagious. 
People enjoyed being around 
him,” he said.

“When a group of us fl ew 
to Owensboro to attend his 
ordination as bishop, we met 
some priests of that diocese and 
told them that we had sent them 
the best priest we had,” said Fr. 
Brown.

In 1991, Bishop McRaith was 
the recipient of the Diocesan 
Distinguished Service Award, 
an honor presented by the 
bishop to those who have 
shown outstanding service and 
leadership to the Diocese of New 
Ulm.

In 2008, Bishop McRaith was 
the presenter of the annual 
Bishop Lucker Lecture speaking 

on “Planting the Seeds of 
Stewardship.”

Bishop McRaith was born on 
Dec. 6, 1934, in Hutchinson. 
He graduated from St. John’s 
Preparatory School, Collegeville, 
in 1952; Loras College, Dubuque, 
Iowa, in 1956; and Mount Saint 
Bernard Seminary, Dubuque, in 
1960.

He was ordained a priest of the 
Diocese of New Ulm on Feb. 
21, 1960, at the Church of St. 
Mary in Sleepy Eye, by Bishop 
Alphonse J. Schladwieler.

As a priest of the diocese, Fr. 
McRaith served at three parishes: 
St. Mary, Sleepy Eye, where 
he was also superintendent of 
St. Mary’s Catholic School; 
St. Michael, Milroy; and St. 
Leo, St. Leo. In 1971, he was 
appointed director of the National 
Catholic Rural Life Conference, 
headquartered in Des Moines, 
Iowa, an offi  ce of the United 

States Catholic Conference at that 
time.

In 1978, he was appointed 
vicar general, chancellor, and 
coordinator of staff  by Bishop 
Raymond A. Lucker. In 1979, he 
was appointed priest personnel 
director while remaining vicar 
general and chancellor.

In 1982, at the age of 48, Fr. 
McRaith was named a bishop 
by Pope John Paul II. Bishop 
McRaith was the fi rst and is the 
only priest of the diocese to be 
named a bishop.

A Mass of Christian Burial was 
held March 24 at St. Stephen 
Cathedral in Owensboro. Bishop 
McRaith is buried at Mount Saint 
Joseph in Maple Mount, Ky. 
Along the fi fteen mile drive to 
the cemetery, farmers lined their 
tractors and farm implements in 
silent tribute

Bishop John J. McRaith
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by Claudia Broman
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

Out of a rolling grassy expanse, 
on a modest incline visible from 
two highways, suddenly emerges 
a 30-foot-tall crucifi x monument, 
located four miles southwest of 
Vesta at the curve of Minnesota 
Highway 19 as it heads directly 
west to Marshall and intersects 
with Redwood County 5.

Fr. Bob Mraz, pastor of the 
Church of St. Michael in Milroy, 
said he was surprised when he 
fi rst saw it, given the more vacant 
surroundings. But, perhaps that 
contrast is what makes the crucifi x 
all the more signifi cant. “I’m glad 
it’s there,” Fr. Mraz said.

The crucifi x is the product of a 
landowner whose family still lives 
in the Milroy area. “If you stood 
on that corner and looked a mile 
and a half southeast, that’s where I 
was born,” said Mike Dolan, now 
a resident of Edina, Minn., and the 
owner of the land his brother still 
farms. The Dolan farmstead, in his 
family since the 1880s, is across 
the road from the cross.

Deep prairie roots and a strong 
sense of faith inspired Dolan 
to create a place of refl ection 
and symbolism for Minnesota 
travelers. 

“I had been thinking about it for 
four or fi ve years,” Dolan said. 

“It’s a unique spot on the curve, 
it’s a great place for something, 
some kind of monument that 
would help people refl ect on the 
important things in life. It gets 
them away from material things 
and more toward spiritual things. 
If even only a couple of people 
refl ect – it’s a success.”

In 1966, Mike Dolan’s 
grandparents, John and Mary 
Dolan, created a shrine to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary that is 

located three miles directly south 
of the cross on Redwood County 
5. The shrine, a statue of Mary 
on a granite base, marks the site 
of the fi rst Catholic church built 
in the area prior to the advent of 
Minnesota railroads, Dolan said.

“Perhaps that might have been the 
inspiration,” he said. “Or maybe 
larger-scale religious expression 
runs in the family.”

Travels with his wife, Cela, in the 
Czech Republic, Slovakia, Italy, 
and Poland exposed Dolan to a 
variety of religious expression as 
well. “You would fi nd, particularly 
in Poland, monuments, statues, the 
Blessed Virgin Mary,” he said.

Closer to home, the couple drove 
near the Shrine of the Holy Family 
outside of Omaha, Neb., last 
April. Cela noticed the shrine’s 
crucifi x off  of US Interstate 80. 
Dolan called the sculptor who 
was responsible for the crucifi x, 
Michael Montag, about the 
thoughts he had about the spot 

30-foot high crucifi x near Vesta source of awe, refl ection

on Hwy. 19’s curve. Montag, a 
fi ne artist based out of Omaha 
specializing in Catholic themes, 
agreed to take part in Dolan’s 
project.

“It is my passion and great 
privilege to do work for Catholic 
churches and schools,” Montag 
said. “It’s what’s in my heart and 
in my soul and how I feel I can 
make the greatest social change – 
by bringing the Gospel to others,” 
he said.

Dolan had considered something 
like a granite crucifi x, but “found 

it too traditional, uninspiring.” 

Instead, Montag suggested metal, 
where the seven-foot-tall corpus 
of Christ, depicted on the 25-foot-
tall cross, is made of molded 
bronze. The cross itself integrates 
the imagery of a Celtic cross and 
monstrance surrounding Christ, 
and is welded and manufactured 
out of stainless steel. Montag 
said he makes sculptures that 
“can respect the tradition of our 
Church and embrace knowledge 
and innovation,” and this desire 
prompted the selection of more 
modern materials, as “we’re not a 

On Sunday, April 2, Bishop John M. LeVoir blessed the 30-foot-tall crucifi x monument located 
on farmland off of Highway 19 southwest of Vesta. Approximately 100 people gathered for the 
afternoon blessing and brief service which included prayer and song.          (photo by Chris Clancy)
                                                          

Church stuck in the past,” Montag 
said.

With the assistance of a Nebraskan 
foundry and regional welders, 
the 30-foot-tall project emulating 
Frank Lloyd Wright’s Prairie 
School style was completely 
installed on a base by the end of 
August last year.

According to Montag, the 
monument is sturdy and will stand 
up to elements over time. “It will 
very much mirror the endurance of 
the Church,” he said.

Montag added that people need the 
physical to approach the spiritual. 
Through sculpture, Montag says 
he tries to help others access 
their interior spiritual castles, and 
through this he also builds his own 
faith.

Lon Walling attends St. Michael’s 
in Milroy and lives within a quarter 
mile of the crucifi x. He says there 
is activity near the monument 
each day. “I notice vehicles parked 
there, several times a week, and 
sometimes it’s more than one 
vehicle at a time,” Walling said.

“As for my wife and I, it is a 
beautiful and inspiring sculpture 
for us to look down the road and 
see, and have many times, taken 
the short trip down there to see it. 
It has become quite a focal point 
for the area now, and everyone we 
have spoken with says that it is 
beautiful and love having it in our 
area,” Walling said.

Dolan hopes the crucifi x “is an 
inspiration to all Christians,” 
explaining that though he is 
Catholic, he hopes that the 
experience of viewing the crucifi x 
prompts refl ection of its meaning 
in whoever views the monument.

In seeing the corpus on the cross, 
Dolan says, “You get a deep 
understanding of suff ering and 
pain; the look on the face, the 
way the body is hung. It really 
expressed what was happening.
It moved me the most.”

A capacity of transforming 
bronze into something lifelike 
and demonstrative of Christ’s 
excruciating pain on the cross 
was one of the reasons why Dolan 
commissioned Montag. 

Montag described a “smiling 
Christ” image in Rome as an 
inspiration, explaining that a kind 
of joy transcends the pain of the 
Passion, explained Dolan. “He 
[Jesus] asks us to pick up our 
crosses and follow him,” Montag 
says. “We are building his New 
Jerusalem here on Earth.”

Bishop John M. LeVoir’s
Easter Triduum Schedule
April 13 – Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7 p.m., 
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity, New Ulm
April 14 - Good Friday Service, 12:00 p.m. 
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity, New Ulm
April 14 - Stations of the Cross, 3 p.m.,
Way of the Cross, 1500 5th Street North, New Ulm
April 14 - Stations of the Cross, 7 p.m.,
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity, New Ulm
April 15 – Easter Vigil Mass, 8:30 p.m. 
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity, New Ulm
April 16 – Easter Mass, 9:30 a.m., 
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity, New Ulm.
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No Tengas Miedo
La Santidad: La Celebración del 
Misterio Pascual

por Obispo John M. LeVoir

Ya falta poco para la Semana 
Santa y que culmina con la 
Pascua.  Este año, la Pascua cae 
el 16 de abril.  La Semana Santa 
en sí es la época más sagrada del 
año.  ¿Porqué? Porque celebra los 
acontecimientos más sagrados, 
o más divinos en la historia de 
la raza humana.  Celebramos la 
entrada triunfal de nuestro Señor 
a Jerusalén, y su pasión, la muerte 
y resurrección.  El Catecismo 
de la Iglesia Católica defi ne la 
Semana Santa de la siguiente 
manera: “La Semana antes de 
la Pascua, comenzando con el 
Domingo de Ramos, que en las 
Iglesias de Oriente se le llama 
la “Gran Semana.”   Marca la 
celebración de la Iglesia con los 
acontecimientos de la Pasión, 
muerte y Resurrección de Cristo 
y que culmina en el Misterio 
Pascual” (CCC, Glossary).

San Juan nos dice que “Dios es 
amor” (1 Juan 4:8).  Sabemos 
también por las escrituras que 
Dios es Santo: “Yo soy santo” 
(Lv 11:44).  Las celebraciones de 
Semana Santa  son los más santos 
porque nos revelan a Dios, con el 
Dios que es amor.  A través de las 
celebraciones litúrgicas de Semana 
Santa entramos en la santidad de 
Dios y experimentamos su infi nito 
amor por nosotros.  

Con esto en mente quisiera 
animarlos a participar de todas 
las celebraciones litúrgicas de 
Semana Santa, comenzando con 
el Domingo de Ramos, Jueves 
Santo y Viernes Santo y culminar 
con la Vigilia Pascual el Sábado 
de Gloria y el Domingo de 
Pascua.  Los acontecimientos que 
celebramos durante Semana Santa 
se le llama el Misterio Pascual.  

El Misterio Pascual es: “La obra 
de redención de Cristo, se cumple 
principalmente por su Pasión, 

muerte, resurrección y su gloriosa 
Ascensión, a través del cual ‘su 
muerte destruyó nuestra muerte, y 
al resucitar restauró nuestra vida. 
El Misterio Pascual se celebra y 
está presente en la liturgia de la 
Iglesia, y sus efectos de salvación 
son comunicados a través de los 
sacramentos, especialmente por 
la Eucaristía, la cual renueva el 
sacrifi cio pascual de Cristo como 
sacrifi cio ofrecido por la Iglesia” 
(CCC, Glossary).

San Pedro nos aconseja que 
seamos santos. El escribe sobre 
el mandamiento de Dios: “Sean 
ustedes santos, porque yo soy 
santo” (1 San Pedro 1:16).  En esta 
Semana Santa, le pedimos a Dios 
que nos ayude a ser santos como 
él a través de una inmersión de 
nosotros mismos en el Misterio 
Pascual.  Esto ocurre mediante 
una participación consciente y 
activa en las liturgias de la Semana 
Santa. 

Reorganización fi nanciera
El 3 de Marzo, la Diócesis de New 
Ulm solicitó a una reorganización 
fi nanciera bajo el capítulo 11 
del código de bancarrota de los 
Estados Unidos.  La diócesis 
ha revisado detenidamente la 
mejor manera de cumplir con 
nuestras obligaciones fi nancieras 
y decidió que la manera más 
justa de resolver las demandas de 
abuso sexual es la reorganización, 
permitiendo que la Iglesia 
continúe con su trabajo de servir 
en nuestras comunidades.  Una 
vez más en nombre de la Diócesis 
de New Ulm quisiera extender 
mis más profundas disculpas a las 
víctimas y sobrevivientes de abuso 
sexual a menores por parte de 
sacerdotes.
Para mayor información sobre 
la reorganización fi nanciera, 
junto con un mensaje de video, 
Esperanza, Sanación y Paz, en 
nuestra página de internet www.
dnu.org. Por favor continúen 

“We are trying to bring beauty, 
truth, and goodness into the 
public square,” she said.  

Purvis told about a terminally 
ill California woman, Stephanie 
Packer, wife and mother of four, 
whose insurance company denied 
her coverage for chemotherapy 
treatment but off ered to pay for 
drugs for suicide shortly after 
California passed a law permitting 
physician assisted suicide.

She also shared her mother’s story 
of being in a coma after surgery in 
2005 and how the doctors told her 
father to “pull the plug” on life 
support. Before her father agreed, 
he saw his wife move her arm and 
realized that she was not brain 
dead as they claimed.  

God is the divine physician, 
Purvis said, and noted that her 
mother is alive and well today.  

JoAnn Borchert, parishioner of 
Holy Rosary in North Mankato 
and chairperson of the parish 
Social Concerns Committee, 
attended the event and was 
encouraged.

“The layperson’s role in the 
world is to evangelize and 
we need to take a look at our 
Church teachings and form a 
solidarity around those issues 
so the Church’s voice is heard,” 
Borchert said.

Borchert noted that other groups 
gather to be heard, “but where 
does the Church gather to be 
heard?” she asked, wondering if 
Catholics at the Capitol might be 
the answer to that question.

Katie Mauer, a member of St. 
Francis parish in Benson, says she 
is not a leader and this is her fi rst 
time traveling to the Capitol with 
a group like this.

“We have some very valid 
concerns that our legislators need 
to hear about, and not just from 
the secular community,” she said.  
“I like to listen and observe … but 
I think sometimes we need to put 
things into action, versus sitting 
back.”

Andrew Bach, principal at St. 
Mary’s Catholic School in Sleepy 
Eye, said he attended Catholics at 
the Capitol because he was called.  

“We are called to be advocates 
and not to live our faith 
privately,” Bach said.  He stays 

informed on issues and laws that 
come before the State Legislature 
through the Catholic Advocacy 
Network, an initiative of MCC.  
More than 2,000 parishioners 
in the diocese signed up in 
September to receive emails and 
updates through the Catholic 
Advocacy Network to help them 
become engaged in faithful 
citizenship, according to Deacon 
Timothy Dolan, director of the 
Offi  ce of Social Concerns for the 
Diocese of New Ulm.

According to Bach, the emails 
make it easy to understand the 
important political issues and 
then click on a link to contact 
legislators to share opinions. Bach 
also shares the email updates 
with the parents of his students, 
helping them to be informed.

The diocesan Offi  ces of Social 
Concerns and Family Life will 
continue to lead eff orts in parishes 
throughout the diocese to help 
Catholics understand and engage 
in faithful citizenship and public 
advocacy.

The Life and Dignity Sunday 
initiative in parishes in 2016 laid 
the foundation for the Catholic 
Advocacy Network and now has 
been built upon by the educational 
eff orts of Catholics at the Capitol.

“The goal of this combined 
eff ort is to ensure that parishes 
are equipped to bring the Gospel 
message into the public square,” 
said Deacon Dolan.
  
“We hope to be able to maintain 
the momentum we have started 
and build on these eff orts such 
that we may truly have life and 
dignity in this state and have such 
to the fullest,” he said.

Overall, Bishop LeVoir was 
pleased with the Catholics at the 
Capitol event.

“Pope Francis would have been 
proud of us,” he said.  “It was 
good to see so many Catholics 
bringing Catholic social teaching 
into the public square, not 
imposing but proposing.”

Editor’s note: To sign up for 
Catholic Advocacy Network 
alerts, go to https://mncatholic.
org/ and click on Take Action.  
Additional information and 
resources can be found on the 
Diocese of New Ulm website, 
www.dnu.org. Click on the 
Faithful Citizenship banner for 
more information and resources.

(Continued from page 1)

Bishop Conley: “Your state needs 
your faith and your witness” 

orando por las víctimas y 
sobrevivientes de abuso sexual 
infantil y por la Diócesis de New 
Ulm, pues nos esforzamos por 
cumplir las necesidades pastorales 
de los casi 55,000 católicos que 
viven en los 15 condados de la 
Diócesis de New Ulm.  También, 
oren por el personal diocesano 
y sus familias que fueron 
despedidos y por las personas 
en la que sus benefi cios fueron 
reducidos. 

La planifi cación pastoral
La Diócesis de New Ulm 
continúa con sus esfuerzos 
en la planifi cación pastoral al 
implementar el Cuarto Plan 
para las Parroquias.  Estoy muy 
agradecido con los sacerdotes 
y diáconos de nuestra diócesis 
por su trabajo en la planifi cación 
pastoral y los diálogos que se 
están llevando a cabo con sus 
feligreses.  También estoy muy 
agradecido con los feligreses que 
están dialogando con sus líderes 
pastorales y dialogar entre ellos 
sobre el futuro de sus parroquias.  
Tom Keaveny y yo hemos asistido 
a muchas reuniones con las 
parroquias y dialogar sobre la 
planifi cación pastoral.  Por favor, 
que continúe el dialogo y sigan 
orando sobre el futuro de sus 
parroquias y las comunidades del 
Área de Fe.

Domingo de la divina 
misericordia
El primer Domingo después 
del Domingo de Pascua es la 
celebración del Domingo de la 
Divina Misericordia. Este año es 
el Domingo, 23 de Abril.  Esta 
fi esta fue establecida por San 
Juan Pablo II y se basa en las 
revelaciones de Jesús a la Santa 
Maria Faustina Kowalska, una 
religiosa polaca.

Nuestro Señor hizo una gran 
promesa a todas las almas que 
vayan a confesión y luego recibir 
la Santa Comunión en la Fiesta 
de la Misericordia, el domingo 
después del Domingo de Pascua, 
que ahora se llama Domingo de 
la Divina Misericordia en toda la 
Iglesia católica.

La celebración diocesana 
del Domingo de la Divina 
Misericordia será en la Iglesia 
de Holy Family en Silver Lake. 
Habrá un servicio de penitencia 
a las 2:00 p.m. y la coronilla de 
la Divina Misericordia (cantado) 
a las 3:00 p.m. Todos están 
cordialmente invitados. 
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The decline of small, family 
farms and rural communities isn’t 
just a problem for small-town 
residents or American Gothic 
enthusiasts. It carries with it 
consequences for all Minnesotans 
that we should address.

That is why the Minnesota 
Catholic Conference has lent its 
support to HF 608/SF 1414, a 
bill that would make it easier for 
the beginning farmer or rancher 
to enter into this important work.  
This legislation would create 
tax incentives for the older, 
established farmer to rent or sell 
their land to the new or beginning 
farmer. 

This bill, along with HF 1461/
SF 1317, which would create 
grants to be used to increase 
urban agriculture production 
capacity and fresh food access, are 
practical, sound steps that each 
Minnesotan can support to restore 
a vocational vision to agriculture, 
whether it is our particular calling 
or not. 

Changing landscape
Rural America and agriculture 
have changed considerably since 
my great-grandfather, Paul Dehn, 
a staunch German Catholic, fi rst 
put his plow in the rural North 
Dakota soil in the early 1900s. 
In his day, farms were small and 
families were big. The millions 
of family farms that dotted the 
countryside supported thriving 
rural communities across the 
nation; Small Town, USA, was 
growing, and Main Street was 
lined with businesses, schools, 
and churches.

But agriculture has changed in 
America. Farms have become 
bigger, while families are smaller. 
In the pursuit of higher yields and 
with fewer children choosing to 
embrace the farming vocation, 
farms have consolidated into 
huge enterprises.  As a result, 
rural communities have become 
stagnant, the network of business 
and social relationships once 
centered around family farming 
now waning.

In 1920, there were nearly 6.5 
million farms nationwide, with 
the average size no more than 200 
acres. But by the early 2000s, the 
numbers had fl ipped. The total 
number of farms had dropped to 
under two million, but the average 

farm size had ballooned to well 
over 400 acres. In fact, only 10 
percent of farms account for 70 
percent of all food produced in 
America today.

Big problems with big ag
This shift towards more large-
scale, industrial agricultural 
operations has brought with 
it serious consequences. For 
one, the concentration of food 
production in the hands of a few 
(and increasingly in the form of 
fewer and fewer genetic strains) 
undermines food security, which 
would be better served by more 
suppliers and by biodiversity 
in our seeds, crops, and even 
livestock. 

For another, industrial 
agriculture’s reliance upon heavy 
machinery and chemical usage 
to produce maximum yields is 
taking a toll on creation. Topsoil 
is being depleted at record 
rates. And agricultural abuse 
has environmental implications 
beyond just our ability to grow 
food: The Environmental 
Protection Agency reports that 
chemical usage in agriculture 
is responsible for 70 percent 
of water surface pollution in 
America.

The change in the face of 
agriculture has coincided with 
an exodus from rural America. 
According to U.S. census data, 60 
percent of the nation’s population 
lived in rural areas in 1900, 
compared to less than one-fi fth 
of Americans today. Fewer 
farmers working the land means 
fewer people living in our rural 
areas, fewer families attending 
small community parishes, fewer 
children attending our rural 
Catholic schools, and fewer 
people opening businesses to 
serve their rural neighbors.  

Agriculture as vocation 
The problems facing agriculture 
in America are complicated, but 
one part of the solution could be 
restoring a vocational vision to 
agriculture, the type of vision that 
upholds farming as not merely 
a way to make a living, but as a 
comprehensive and fuller way of 
life.

The Catholic Church has long 
championed this vocational 
approach to agriculture, 
recognizing the farmer’s unique 
call to steward God’s creation, 
but also to nurture social and 
even spiritual growth in his or her 
house and community as well. 
Pope Benedict XVI has called 
family farming a “guardian of 
values and a natural agent of 
solidarity between generations.” 

Restoring a vocational approach 
to agriculture necessitates 
restoring more farmers to the land. 
Currently, the median age for 
ranchers and farmers is 56 years, 
and there are not enough younger 
people waiting in the wings to 
take on the load when the current 
generation retires.

Much of this is due to the 
prohibitive cost for the new or 
beginning farmer. But if we are 
to attract more young farmers 
and their families back to the 
countryside to build community, 
practice sustainable agriculture, 
and share in the work of the 
Creator, we will need public 
policies that support them in their 
vocation.Tax credits to support 
new farmers and to encourage 
others in urban areas to get back 
to the land are a step in the right 
direction.   

Shawn Peterson is associate 
director for public policy at the 
Minnesota Catholic Conference.

Encouraging new growth in family farming
by Deacon Mike McKeown

“We are Easter people and 
alleluia is our song.”
                            – St. Augustine

Last year, I had the experience of 
going to buy a card the day after 
Easter only to fi nd that the Easter 
greeting cards had been replaced 
with cards for Mother’s Day 
in May. Our culture has a way 
of turning our most cherished 
holy days into worldly events 
to be quickly set aside without 
considering their real meaning. 
We, too, can easily be drawn 
into this consumeristic mentality.   
However, for Christians, Easter 
Sunday is just the beginning of 
our celebration, which continues 
for seven weeks until the feast of 
Pentecost. 

Easter is the high point of the 
liturgical year. As we celebrate 
the Paschal Mystery – Christ’s 
victory over sin and death – the 
Church reminds us that “…
Easter is not simply a feast 
among others, but the ‘Feast 
of feasts,’ the Solemnity of 
solemnities. …” (CCC, no. 1169).

The celebration of the Easter 
Triduum, culminating in the 
Resurrection of Jesus on Easter 
Sunday, is an entryway to the 
season. As the Israelites were 
invited to “enter in” to the 
Promised Land after forty years 
of wandering in the desert, we 
are invited to “enter in” to the 
victory of Jesus Christ over sin 
and death after forty days of 
Lenten preparation. We are now 
Easter people!

Being Easter people in a fast-
paced society can be challenging. 
Nevertheless, as we enter into 
the celebration, it can be a joyful 
challenge! Here are a few things 
you can do to enter into the 
season.

Adopt the ancient Easter 
greeting and response
For many centuries, Christians 
have used the Easter greeting, 
“He is Risen!” answered by the 
response, “He is Risen 
Indeed!” Adopting 
this as your family 
greeting can be a daily 
reminder of Christ’s 
Resurrection. 

Easter people rejoice! 
Easter is called the 
“Feast of feasts” for a 
reason. We celebrate 

all that Christ has accomplished 
for us by his Passion, death, and 
Resurrection.  Without his loving 
sacrifi ce, we would have no hope 
of eternal life. When you are 
tempted to focus on the negative, 
remember the love of Jesus and 
let the joy of the Resurrection fi ll 
your heart! To rejoice, you only 
need to know one simple word – 
Alleluia! 

Easter people are grateful
Make a commitment this Easter 
season to thank Jesus each day 
for his victory over sin and 
death. There is no better way 
to show your gratitude than to 
attend daily Mass as often as 
your schedule allows. Eucharist 
means thanksgiving. During 
the Liturgy of the Eucharist, we 
return our thanks to God as we 
enter into the Passion, death, 
and Resurrection of Jesus – the 
Paschal Mystery. The Eucharistic 
celebration of Easter is not 
complete without the Christian 
community. Expressing your 
joy and gratitude in communion 
with your fellow parishioners 
in the Eucharistic celebration 
is the truest expression of 
thanksgiving. 

Easter people share the
Easter joy
The joy of Easter needs to be 
experienced with others in the 
community.  Because of age, 
sickness, and other trials, some 
have become disconnected and 
cannot take part in normal parish 
life. Take the time to share the 
joy of the Easter season with a 
visit, phone call, or card.  

To celebrate the Easter season 
is to remind ourselves each day 
that Jesus is risen – he is not 
dead but alive! He still lives in 
our world, our communities, 
our families, and our hearts. 
This year, open your heart and 
“enter in” to the fi fty-day Easter 
celebration. 

He is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! 
Alleluia! 

 
Editor’s note: 
Deacon Mike 
McKeown is director 
of Development and 
Healing Ministry for 
the Diocese of New 
Ulm.

We are Easter people!
Faith in the

Public Arena
  by Shawn Peterson

Ask lawmakers to support new farmers!
Newcomers to agriculture face many obstacles in Minnesota. Let’s 
ask our lawmakers to pass HF 608/SF 1414, a bill that would make 
it easier for the beginning farmer or rancher to live out this important 
vocation. This legislation would create tax incentives for older, 
established farmers to rent or sell their land to the new or beginning 
farmer, instead of turning it over to a large corporate farm. 

You can also ask your legislators to support HF 1461/SF 1317, 
which would create grants to be used to increase urban agriculture 
production capacity and fresh food access.

To fi nd contact info for your state senator and state representative 
call 651-296-8338 or visit http://www.gis.leg.mn/iMaps/districts/.

  Action
ALERT
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Natholic Council of Catholic Women 
celebrates 97 years of service!
ARLINGTON, VA – Last 
month, the National Council 
of Catholic Women (NCCW), 
established by the U.S. Catholic 
Bishops, celebrated its 97th 
year of serving the Church and 
communities since its founding 
March 4, 1920.

Historic milestones in the NCCW 
history include: a White House 
reception for delegates from the 
fi rst NCCW Convention in 1921, 
address by President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower at the 1954 
Convention in Boston, Mother 
Teresa’s fi rst trip to the United 
States to speak at the 1960 
NCCW Convention in Las Vegas, 
and NCCW’s presence at the 
historic signing of the Equal Pay 
for Equal Work Bill in 1963 with 

President John F. Kennedy.
Today, NCCW continues its long-
standing tradition as Catholic 
leaders at the intersection of 
Church and society by providing 
resources that answer the most 
pressing issues facing society 
today – human traffi  cking, 
domestic violence, pornography, 
evangelization, and temporary 
care given through the Respite 
program.

In response to the increase in 
numbers of women seeking to 
enter religious orders, a Vocation 
Purse Club was established to 
provide fi nancial aid to women 
seeking this vocation. 

The U.S. Catholic bishops 
created the National Council of 

Catholic Women to give women 
a unifi ed voice, a program 
of service and a vehicle for 
collaboration. NCCW’s mission 
is to act through its members 
to support, empower, and 
educate all Catholic women 
in spirituality, leadership, and 
service.

For more information on 
resources or membership, go to 
the website at www.nccw.org. 

Save the Date!
Registration is now open for 
the 2017 National Council 
of Catholic Women annual 
convention to be held Sept. 6-9
in Dallas, Tex.

by Fr. Aaron Johanneck

Over the past months, we have 
explored in these articles diff erent 
aspects of the nature of the Sacred 
Liturgy.  As we have seen, the 
liturgy is a profound mystery.  It 
is the prayer of Christ.  It is our 
participation in the worship and 
adoration of heaven.  It is the 
memorial and re-presentation of 
the sacrifi ce of Christ on Calvary 
that actually 
makes that 
sacrifi ce present.  
We could say 
that the reality 
of the liturgy 
can be summed 
up in the words 
prayer, praise, 
and presence.  
Let us refl ect a bit more now 
on the liturgy as presence and 
on what our response to that 
presence, the Real Presence, 
should be.  

The Eucharist: what an amazing 
gift from God.  God the Father 
and his Son, Jesus Christ, love us 
so much, that Jesus remains with 
us always.  We all know what 
happens when the priest prays the 
words of consecration during the 
Eucharistic Prayer: the bread and 
wine are truly changed into the 
Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity 
of Christ.  The Holy Sacrifi ce 
of the Mass makes present his 
perfect off ering to the Father.  It 
also, as we know, makes Christ 
himself present.

The Church calls the change that 
takes place at the consecration 
“transubstantiation.”  What 
it means is that while the 
appearance and characteristics of 
bread and wine remain – what are 
referred to as the accidents – the 
reality is no longer the same.  The 
bread looks and tastes like bread, 
but it is not; it has become the 
Precious Body of our Lord.  So 
with the wine: it looks and tastes 
like wine, but it is not; it is the 
Precious Blood of the Lord.  What 
has changed is the very reality of 
what these elements are – what 
is referred to as the 
substance.  Thus, tran-
substance -tiation.  

The reality of the Real 
Presence of Christ in 
the Eucharist, which 
is brought about by 
the power of the Holy 
Spirit acting through 

an ordained priest, is not just 
something interesting for us to 
memorize for a religion test, or to 
ponder as an interesting fact.  It is 
a reality that (whom) we should 
receive in Holy Communion at 
Mass, if we are properly disposed 
to do so.  And it is a profound 
reality that (whom) we must 
adore.  It is Jesus, God himself.

St. Augustine wrote, “No one eats 
that fl esh without fi rst adoring 

it; we should 
sin were we 
not to adore it.”  
Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI 
writes, “In the 
Eucharist, the 
Son of God 
comes to meet 

us and desires to become one 
with us…Receiving the Eucharist 
means adoring him whom we 
receive. Only in this way do we 
become one with him, and are 
given, as it were, a foretaste of the 
beauty of the heavenly liturgy” 
(Sacramentum Caritatis, 66).

Our adoration of Christ in the 
Eucharist deepens our disposition 
to be able to receive the grace that 
Jesus pours out upon us through 
receiving Holy Communion, 
the greatest of which is intimate 
union with himself.

Whenever we gaze upon the 
Sacred Host and the Precious 
Chalice as they are elevated by 
the priest after the consecration, 
or when we are in the presence 
of the Blessed Sacrament in the 
tabernacle or in the monstrance, 
let us adore him!  Let us make 
the words of St. Thomas Aquinas 
(translated by priest and poet, 
Gerard Manley Hopkins) our 
own:

Godhead here in hiding, whom 
I do adore / Masked by these 
bare shadows, shape and nothing 
more,

See, Lord, at thy service low lies 
here a heart / Lost, all lost in 
wonder at the God thou art.

Editor’s note: Father 
Aaron Johanneck is 
director of the Offi  ce of 
Worship for the Diocese 
of New Ulm.

Lost, all lost in wonder at 
the God thou art

Sursum Corda
Refl ections on the Sacred Liturgy

L i f t  U p  Yo u r  H e a r t s

by Ronda Mathiowetz
DCCW President

The New Ulm Diocesan Council 
of Catholic Women region 
presidents and their boards have 
done another wonderful job 
off ering enrichment to attendees 
of the recent spring gatherings. 

There was laughter and tears 
as Karen Schwaller shared her 
stories of the ups and downs 
of farm family life and how 
sometimes faith is the only thing 
that gets us through the day. 

Learning about Unbound 

Ministry, off ered through the 
diocesan Offi  ce of Healing 
Ministry, was truly a blessing. 
Director and presenter Deacon 
Mike McKeown acknowledged 
that we all have hurts that need 
healing. Taking these hurts 
to the Lord and leaving them 
there is what God wants us to 
do. Through prayer and the 
sacrament of Reconciliation, 
Unbound Ministry can help us 
do that. 

The respresentative of the 
Heartland Girls Ranch near 
Benson explained how they help 
young women who have been 

sexually exploited or hurt by 
abuse or human traffi  cking. The 
Heartland Girls Ranch is this 
year’s DCCW Service Project. 
The ranch serves an average of 
60-70 girls each year providing 
housing, supportive services, 
mental health, therapeutic equine 
programming, and a dedicated 
school. 

Thank you region boards for 
providing women throughout 
the diocese a time for faith and 
fellowship.  

DCCW regional spring gatherings offer 
enrichment, faith, and fellowship

Saturday, April 29, 2017
New Ulm Diocesan Council of Catholic Women

58th Annual Convention at St. Mary’s Church, Sleepy Eye
“Proclaim the Word of God” -Acts 6:7

7:30 a.m. Registration and Silent Auction
7:45-8:15 a.m. Confessions off ered
8:30 a.m. General Assembly
9 a.m.  Keynote Presenter, Cari Donaldson
10 a.m.  Business Meeting and Woman of the Year named
11 a.m.  Mass celebrated by Bishop John M. LeVoir
12:15 p.m. Lunch
1:30 p.m. Sr. Anne Walch and Sr. Brianna McCarthy
2:30 p.m.  Closing Prayer
3 p.m.  DrawingsKeynote Cari Donaldson

Contact your CCW parish president or parish offi  ce for a registration form.
Cost is $30 if registered before April 10; $35 postmarked aft er April 10.
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Three seminarians of diocese 
instituted in the ministry of 
lector on Feb. 21

ST. PAUL - Three Diocese of New Ulm seminarians were installed 
as lectors on Feb. 21 at St. Mary’s Chapel at The Saint Paul Seminary 
in St. Paul by Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda of St. Paul and 
Minneapolis. Men who are in their fi rst year of theological studies 
for the priesthood are installed as lectors. The institution of lectors 
bestows a special mandate from the Church to lector at Mass. Fr. 
Matthew Wiering, director of the diocesan Offi ce of Vocations (left), 
poses with seminarians Evan Huebl, John Hayes, and Shawn Polman.
The seminarians are currently studying at The Saint Paul Seminary.                                        
                                                                                (Photo submitted)

NEW ULM – The annual Rite of Election and Call to Continuing Conversion was held March 5 at 
the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in New Ulm. In the Diocese of New Ulm, 8 catechumens and 24 
candidates registered for the event, which takes place each year on the fi rst Sunday of Lent. Lent is 
the fi nal time of preparation for catechumens and candidates for full communion with the Church, 
as the whole Church prepares for Easter through purifi cation and penance. The ceremony marks 
the bishop’s public acceptance, in the name of the Church, of those catechumens who are preparing 
to receive the sacraments of initiation at the Easter Vigil, and also those candidates who are already 
baptized and will be received into full communion with the Catholic Church. Pictured with Bishop 
John M. LeVoir are  catechumens and candidates following the March 5 event.
                                                                                                                                (photo by Chris Clancy)

2017 Rite of Election and Call to 
Continuing Conversion

Upcoming eventss
As Christians in the Middle East 
continue to suff er innumerable 
hardships this Lenten season, the 
Vatican has announced that this 
year’s Good Friday Collection will 
benefi t Christian communities in the 
Holy Land. Please give generously 
in your parish.

A World Wide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend (WWME) 
will be held April 21-23 in 
Hutchinson. Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter is a pro-marriage 
organization that promotes weekend 
experiences for couples who want 
to make their good marriages even 
better. For more information about 
WWME opportunities in the Diocese 
of New Ulm, call 507-227-8229. For 
information about these weekends 
and others held outside the diocese, 
visit http://www.wwme.org/fi nd-a-
weekend.

Join Bishop John M. LeVoir at the 
Divine Mercy Celebration, Sunday, 
April 23 at the Church of the Holy 
Family, Silver Lake. There will be 
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
at 2 p.m. Following exposition, 
several priests will be available for 
confessions. Divine Mercy Chaplet 

and Benediction will begin at 3 p.m.

Bishop John M. LeVoir will be the 
celebrant and homilist at a White 
Mass for all physicians, others in the 
healthcare fi eld, and their families 
Friday, April 28, at 7 p.m. at the 
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity, New 
Ulm. For more information contact 
Sr. Candace Fier at 507-233-5328; 
cfi er@dnu.org.

Options For Women – Mankato, 
a pregnancy center located in 
Mankato, is hosting a benefi t concert 
and fundraiser on Sunday, April 
30, at 3 p.m. at Hosanna Lutheran 
Church, 105 Hosanna Drive, 
Mankato. There will be a musical 
performance by the group Sister. 
A tax-deductible free-will off ering 
will be collected. Contact Darlene 
Schorn, 507-345-8667.

Cor Jesu will be held on Saturday, 
May 6, from 7:15 p.m. to 8:15 
p.m., at the Church of St. Aloysius, 
Olivia. Cor Jesu (pronounced 
“core yay-zoo”), is an evening of 
adoration, contemporary praise 
music, and fellowship. All ages are 
welcome. Visit www.dnu.org/cor-
jesu for more information.

ST. PAUL - The raffl  e barrel 
has rolled, the tickets have been 
counted, the dollars collected 
and Catholic schools have 
exceeded all expectations!

The 82 schools participating in 
the 2017 Catholic Schools Raffl  e 
have raised a record total of 
$1,066,450, revealed on March 
9 at the Prize Ceremony in St. 
Paul.

This is the fourth year in a 
row that the combined eff ort 
of Catholic school students, 
families, and staff  produced a 
fundraising total in ticket sales 
and donations exceeding one 
million dollars.

The Catholic Schools Raffl  e is 
an annual fundraiser involving 
Catholic schools in Minnesota 
and the Dakotas. Students were 
responsible for selling tickets 
at $5 each from Jan. 13 to Feb. 
26. Catholic schools from as far 
west as Rapid City, S.Dak., to 
up north in Virginia, Minn., were 
watching eagerly as the raffl  e 
prize ceremony was broadcast 
live online on March 9. 

Every dollar raised by the 
students stays with the 
schools thanks to sponsor 

Catholic United Financial. 
Participation in the raffl  e is 
free to the schools, because 
Catholic United covers all costs 
for the prizes, ticket printing, 
and promotional materials. The 
schools provide the volunteers, 
energy, and creativity to make 
the most of the six-week 
program.

The prizes were valued at more 
than $40,000 total. Prizes this 
year included a brand-new 
2017 Jeep Compass, vacation 
and travel packages, tickets to 
a Twins game, iPads, Amazon 
subscriptions, gift cards, and 
more. For a list of winners visit 
www.catholicunitedfi nancial.
org/.

Sponsor Catholic United also 
rewarded the hard work of top-
selling students. The top-selling 
student at every school won a 
new Kindle Fire tablet computer, 
and the top selling class won a 
pizza party.

The Catholic Schools Raffl  e 
and Catholic United Financial 
have raised more than $6 million 
dollars for Catholic schools in 
Minnesota and the Dakotas since 
2009. Based in St. Paul, Catholic 
United Financial is a not-for-
profi t fi nancial cooperative 
that has served Catholics in the 
Upper Midwest since 1878. 

Catholic schools exceed million dollar 
goal, reach new fundraising record

2017 Individual school fundraising totals for participating
Catholic schools in the Diocese of New Ulm

    St. Mary School, Bird Island    $  6,445
    St. Peter School, Canby    $17,705
    St. Pius X School, Glencoe   $  9,160
    St. Anastasia School Hutchinson   $  5,060
    St. Philip School, Litchfi eld   $  7,000
    Holy Redeemer School, Marshall   $18,455
    St. Edward School, Minneota   $  4,305
    New Ulm Area Catholic Schools   $21,410
    St. Mary School, Sleepy Eye   $10,705
    St. Anne School, Wabasso   $10,060
    Holy Trinity School, Winsted   $11,700  
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OKLAHOMA CITY – Fr. 
Stanley Rother, the Oklahoma-

born martyr who 
served as a priest 
in Guatemala, 
will be beatifi ed 
in Oklahoma City 
on Sept. 23.

The beatifi cation 
announcement was made by the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
on March 13. 

In December 2016, Pope Francis 
offi  cially acknowledged Fr. 
Rother’s martyrdom, making 
him the fi rst recognized martyr 
to have been born in the United 
States.

BALTIMORE (CNA/EWTN 
News) – Cardinal William 
Henry Keeler, who was 
Archbishop of Baltimore (1989 
to 2007), died March 23 at the 
age of 86. 

Archbishop William E. Lori of 
Baltimore said in a statement that 
getting to know Cardinal Keeler 
was one of “the great blessings in 
my life.”

Archbishop Keeler was elected 
as president of the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 
in 1992. He was appointed a 
cardinal by St. John Paul II in 
1994.

Archbishop Lori expressed that 
the city will feel the impact of 
Cardinal Keeler’s loss.

“Cardinal Keeler will be greatly 
missed,” Archbishop Lori wrote. 
“I am grateful to the Little Sisters 
for their devoted care for the 
Cardinal. May his noble priestly 
soul rest in peace!”

For a memoriam on 
Cardinal Keeler visit http://
cardinalwilliamkeeler.com/.

WASHINGTON – On 
March 22, the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 
Administrative Committee 
issued a pastoral refl ection in 
solidarity with those who have 
been forced to fl ee their homes 
due to violence, confl ict, or fear 
in their native lands. 

In the statement, the bishops 
encourage each of us to do what 
we can to accompany migrants 
and refugees who seek a better 
life in the United States.

The statement reads: Within 
our diverse backgrounds are 
found common dreams for 
our children. Hope in the next 
generation is how the nation will 
realize its founding motto, “out 
of many, one.” In doing so, we 
will also realize God’s hope for 
all his children: that we would 

see each other as valued sisters 
and brothers regardless of race, 
religion, or national origin.

Our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, the Word made fl esh (Jn. 
1:14), strengthens us to bring our 
words to life. How might we, as 
Catholics and in our own small 
way, bring our words of solidarity 
for migrants and refugees to life?

1. Pray for an end to the root 
causes of violent hatred that 
force mothers and fathers to fl ee 
the only home they may have 
known in search of economic 
and physical security for their 
children.

2. Meet with members of your 
parish who are newcomers, listen 
to their story and share your own. 
Hundreds of Catholic parishes 
across the country have programs 

for immigrants and refugees 
both to comfort them and to 
help them know their rights. It 
is also important to reach out in 
loving dialogue to those who may 
disagree with us. The more we 
come to understand each other’s 
concerns the better we can serve 
one another.  Together, we are 
one body in Christ.

3. Call, write, or visit your 
elected representative and 
ask them to fi x our broken 
immigration system in a way 
that safeguards both our security 
and our humanity through a 
generous opportunity for legal 
immigration.

The full text of the Bishops’ 
Administrative Committee 
statement can be found at http://
www.usccb.org/news/2017/17-
054.cfm

Visit weekly www.dnu.org/bishop/
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