
Bishop John M. LeVoir ordained 
seminarians John Hayes from St. 
Gregory the Great in Lafayette 
and Shawn Polman from St. Mary 
in Cottonwood to the diaconate 
on June 1 at the Cathedral of the 
Holy Trinity in New Ulm, bringing 
the two men a step closer to being 
called to ordination as priests in the 
Diocese of New Ulm.

Bishop LeVoir served as the main 
celebrant and homilist of the Mass 
with priests of the diocese and 
archdiocese as concelebrants.

Hayes and Polman, who will 
be entering their final year of 

theological studies at Saint Paul 
Seminary in St. Paul, are now 
“transitional” deacons. Their 
ordination confers upon them all the 
faculties of the ordained diaconate 
– proclaiming the Gospel and 
preaching at Mass, and presiding at 
baptisms, weddings, and funerals.
In his homily, Bishop LeVoir urged 
the men to live and teach by the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ in all of its 
wholeness. “The diaconate is not, 
as Pope Francis reminds us, ‘an 
entitlement,’” said Bishop LeVoir. 
“It is not a ticket to a luxurious way 
of life.” 

The bishop told the men to live a 

simple life: “the simpler your life, 
the more you are going to able 
to give of yourself to God and to 
others,” he said.

“Through the sacrament today, 
you will be changed. You will be 
conformed and configured more 
closely to Jesus Christ, who came to 
serve and not to be served. You are 
not going to be the same. Baptism 
changed you. Confirmation changed 
you. And now, ordination changes 
you. And it’s all a configuration to 
Jesus. That is what life is all about. 
It is about living Christ’s life,” the 
bishop said.

For the summer interim, 
Deacon Hayes has been 

assigned to serve the 
Church of St. Catherine 
in Redwood Falls and 

Deacon Polman will serve 
the Church of the Holy 
Redeemer in Marshall.
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