
This year’s discussion tended to be 
reduced in Western secular media 
to two issues: communion for the 
divorced-and-civilly remarried, 
and Church teaching and pastoral 
care regarding homosexuality.

However, actual topics brought 
up during meetings were much 
broader, with synod fathers 
touching on themes such as 
domestic violence, violence 
against women, incest and 
abuse within families, marriage 
preparation, and pornography.

A closing news conference at 
the Vatican Oct. 24 reported a 
sense of collegiality among the 
global bishops. Only two of the 
94 paragraphs in the synod’s fi nal 
report showed a disparity in the 
voting, both of them surrounding 

the topic of pastoral care for 
divorced and remarried persons.

Church teaching upheld
Despite the calls by some for the 
Church to change its doctrine 
by allowing divorced and civilly 
remarried Catholics without an 
annulment to receive communion, 
the report upheld current Church 
teaching and practice on the issue.

“It’s therefore the responsibility 
of pastors to accompany the 
persons concerned on a path 
of discernment according to 
the teaching of the Church and 
the guidelines of the bishop,” 
paragraph 85 read.

While there was an overall support 
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Synod’s fi nal document reaffi rms Church teaching on marriage

(Photo by Dan Rossini)

by Dan Rossini
The Prairie Catholic

NEW ULM – Minnesota 
Catholics who hear about clergy 
sexual abuse in the news almost 
daily might be interested in a new 
fi lm that recounts how the scandal 
was fi rst made public.

“Spotlight” tells the 2002 story of 
a group of investigative reporters 
at the Boston Globe who surfaced 
a pattern of abuse by priests in the 
Archdiocese of Boston and efforts 
by their superiors to cover it up.

It stars Michael Keaton, Rachel 
McAdams, Mark Ruffalo, 
and Brian d’Arcy James as 
the journalists assigned to the 

Spotlight team, from which 
the fi lm gets its name. Thomas 
McCarthy directed the work, and 
also co-wrote the screenplay with 
Josh Singer.

The Globe won a Pulitzer Prize 
for Public Service for breaking 
the story in 2003. Its revelations 
touched off a wave of media 
scrutiny of Catholic dioceses 
across the United States and 
elsewhere. Large numbers of legal 
claims and settlements ensued, 
now running into the billions of 
dollars.

According to the fi lm’s offi cial 
Web site, spotlightthefi lm.com, 
“Spotlight” began showing

‘Spotlight’ portrays investigation that sparked Church’s 
clergy sex abuse scandal

(Continued on page 3)

MARSHALL – Nathan Knutson, diocesan consultant for Sacred 
Music, leads the diocesan youth choir during Mass at the Diocese 
of New Ulm’s annual Senior High Youth Rally at Marshall Middle 
School on Oct. 25. About 300 students and adult leaders from 
around the diocese attended the event, which featured a powerful 
message on chastity from keynote speaker Leah Darrow.                                                   

Pope Francis presides over a meeting of the Synod on the Family 
inside the Synod hall in Vatican City on Oct. 21, 2015. The synod 
ran from Oct. 4 to Oct. 25 and reaffi rmed the Church’s teachings 
on marriage and family life. (Photo courtesy L’Osservatore Romano)

by Elise Harris
Catholic News Agency

VATICAN CITY – With a 
two-thirds majority vote, the 
more than 200 bishops gathered 
for the Vatican’s synod on the 
family supported Church teaching 
on hot-button issues such as 
homosexuality and communion 
for divorced and remarried 
persons.

The Vatican’s synod on the family 
was opened by Pope Francis 
Oct. 4, and closed Oct. 25. This 
year’s event follows the theme 
“The vocation and mission of 
the family in the Church and 
the modern world,” and follows 
2014’s extraordinary synod on the 
family, which focused on pastoral 
challenges involved in family life.

(Continued on page 4)

Actor Michael Keaton (left) stars as Walter Robinson (right) in 
“Spotlight.” Robinson was head of the investigative team at the 
Boston Globe that fi rst broke the priest sex abuse scandal in the 
Archdiocese of Boston, which is the subject of the fi lm. The two 
were attending the 2015 Toronto International Film Festival where 
the movie premiered on Sept. 14. 
                                      (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images)
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by Bishop John M. Levoir

Over the last two years Tom 
Keaveny, director of Pastoral 
Planning for the diocese, and I, 
in consultation with the diocesan 
Committee on Parishes and the 
Priest Personnel Board, have 
been working with priests, 
deacons, pastoral leaders, and 
parishioners on parish mergers.

What is a merger of parishes? 
The type of merger that we are 
working on in the diocese occurs 
when, “one or more parishes 
are absorbed or assimilated 
into another parish,” such that 
the receiving parish retains its 
identity and name throughout the 
process (“Fourth Plan,” p. 120).

In a merger, the assets of the 
merged parish – such as its 
church building, its cemetery 
(if it has one), and other 
fi nancial resources – become the 
responsibility of the receiving 
parish (“Fourth Plan,” pp. 122-
123).

Concerted efforts needed in pastoral planning
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    CATHOLIC Bishop John M. LeVoir poses 

for a photograph on Sept. 16 
with Kathie Tope (left), Ann 
Newlander, Kim Barnhart, 
and Mary Wicker, standing 
on the quay by the lake in 
Zurich, Switzerland. The four 
women, who are from Stillwater 
and former parishioners of 
the bishop, were among six 
pilgrims from the Archdiocese 
of St. Paul and Minneapolis 
who accompanied him and 11 
other pilgrims from the Diocese 
of New Ulm on a European 
pilgrimage Sept. 14-24.  The 
itinerary included Zurich, 
Lucerne, and the Einsiedeln 
Abbey in Switzerland; Ulm and Munich in Germany; and Salzburg and the Salzburg Lake 
District in Austria. Next year, Bishop LeVoir will be leading a pilgrimage to Italy Sept. 7-16. For 
information contact Magi Travel, Inc., 952-949-0065; www.magitravelinc.com.

Bishop LeVoir leads European pilgrimageE
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It is not true that the church 
building of a merged parish 
automatically shuts down once 
a merger takes place. Not only 
can Sunday Masses, Baptisms, 
funerals, weddings, and other 
forms of divine worship still 
occur there, but at least one 
weekday Mass should still be 
celebrated there as long as it is 
open (“Fourth Plan,” pp. 122-
123).

Why are mergers necessary at 
this time in our diocesan history? 
The demographic trends in our 
diocese, both in terms of numbers 
of laity and priests, are showing 
an unprecedented decline. 
Specifi cally, since 2000 the 
diocese has been experiencing a 
loss of about 850 parishioners per 
year due to death and attrition.

The priests tell me that over the 
last several years, they have been 
celebrating more funerals than 
ever. Most of the people who are 
dying have been the backbone of 
parish life. The next generations 
are not as fully engaged as these 
faithful elderly parishioners have 
been or they are not attending 
church at all. This decline in 
parishioners will most likely 
continue into the future.

The number of priests serving the 
75 parishes in the diocese is 42. 
Projections show the number of 
priests dropping from 42 to 26 in 
the next 10 years.

In addition, our priests are 
overextended right now. 
However, even if we had one 

priest for each one of our 75 
parishes, some parishes could not 
afford a priest’s salary. Parishes 
are able to support their priests 
now because the ratio of parishes 
to priests is about two to one. For 
every two parishes, there is one 
priest. The decline in the number 
of priests is a serious issue.

As the “Fourth Plan for Parishes” 
states: “At some point, most 
area faith communities will no 
longer be able to function well 
simply by reducing the number 
of their Masses and integrating 
the operations and activities of its 
constituent parishes. The loss of 
a priest or the loss of a signifi cant 
portion of the population in one 
or more of its parishes will likely 
be responsible for the situation. 
This is when changes to the 
structure of their organizations 
[mergers] may come into play” 
(“Fourth Plan,” p. 141).

The diocese is at that point now.
As the bishop of the diocese, I 
need help in making the decisions 
about pastoral planning. I need 
the input from people in the 
diocese: priests, deacons, pastoral 
administrators, diocesan offi cials, 
parishioners, and committees.

Please share your ideas with 
your pastor or pastoral leader and 
be supportive of their efforts to 
address these issues.

All of us are members of the 
diocese and all of us are called 
to work together to solve our 
problems. Prayer and honest 
dialogue will help me to discern 

what God’s will is for us as a 
diocese.

Advent
The season of Advent begins 
Nov. 29. During this season we 
are called upon to give witness 
to our faith by preparing well for 
Christmas, the celebration of the 
birth of our Lord. During Advent, 
we are also to give witness to our 
hope that Jesus will come again 
at the end of time to make all 
things new.

Pope Francis reminds us of 
this hope when he says that the 
season of Advent restores “a hope 
which does not disappoint for 
it is founded on God’s Word. A 
hope which does not disappoint, 
simply because the Lord never 
disappoints! He is faithful! He 
does not disappoint! Let us 
think about and feel this beauty” 
(Angelus message, Dec. 1, 2013).

Diocesan Ministries Appeal
It is time for the Diocesan 
Ministries Appeal (DMA). This 
is the collection that funds the 
various ministries of the diocese, 
as well as parish needs. Please 
see the section of this issue 
of The Prairie Catholic that is 
dedicated to the DMA. Please 
note the changes in the 2015 
DMA from the previous DMAs. 
I ask that you please be generous 
to the DMA.

Compliance with the charter
Recently, the Diocese of New 
Ulm was audited by an outside 
fi rm and was found to be in 
compliance with the United 

States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops’ “Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young 
People.” The outside auditing 
fi rm was StoneBridge Business 
Partners.

This year, there were also one 
parish and two schools audited 
in addition to the diocese. The 
audits went very well. Please see 
page 3 of this issue of The Prairie 
Catholic for more on the audit. 
Also, see the Diocese of New 
Ulm Web site and click on “Safe 
Environment.” 

Year of Mercy
Pope Francis has announced an 
extraordinary jubilee, a Holy 
Year of Mercy, to highlight the 
Catholic Church’s “mission to be 
a witness of mercy.” “No one can 
be excluded from God’s mercy,” 
the pope said.

The Holy Year will open on Dec. 
8, 2015, the Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception, and will 
conclude on Nov. 20, 2016, with 
the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, King of the Universe.

This holy year is very important 
to the Holy Father and might 
be seen as the defi ning moment 
in his papacy. Please see the 
Diocese of New Ulm Web site 
www.dnu.org and click on 
“Extraordinary Year of Mercy.”

“May the Virgin Mary help us to 
hasten our steps to Bethlehem, to 

encounter the child who is born for us, 
for the salvation and joy of all people.”
                                        - Pope Francis

Bishop LeVoir’s November 2015 
calendar can be found at
www.dnu.org/calendar/.

ADVENT BEGINS
NOVEMBER 29

Bishop John M. LeVoir’s 
Weekly Advent Messages
are now available on the 

Diocese of New Ulm
Web site: www.dnu.org.

     (Photo by Fr. Paul LaFontaine)
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in a few select theaters nationwide 
on Nov. 6. A broader, but still 
limited release on Nov. 13 was 
to include the Landmark Uptown 
Theater in Minneapolis. General 
release is slated for Nov. 20.

Having been shown at two fi lm 
festivals and some private venues 
prior to its release, the fi lm has 
garnered high praise from both 
Catholic and secular reviewers. 
It has also engendered some 
criticism.

Reporting for Variety magazine, 
fi lm critic Justin Chang describes 
it as “a magnifi cently nerdy 
process movie” in the mode of 
“All the President’s Men,” “a tour 
de force of fi ling-cabinet cinema, 
made with absolute assurance that 
we’ll be held by scene after scene 
of people talking, taking notes, 
following tips, hounding sources, 
poring over records, fi lling out 
spreadsheets, and having one door 
after another slammed in their 
faces.”

At cruxnow.com, associate editor 

John Allen reports that the fi lm 
received praise from a Vatican 
Radio commentator, who called it 
“honest” and “compelling.” Luca 
Pellegrini, who saw “Spotlight” 
at a fi lm festival in Venice, 
was impressed with the fi lm’s 
portrayal of the Globe reporters’ 
objectivity.

“It was a group of professional 
journalists of the daily ‘Boston 
Globe’ that made themselves 
examples of their most pure 
vocation,” Pellegrini said in 
Allen’s translation, “that of 
fi nding the facts, verifying 
sources, and making themselves 
– for the good of the community 
and of a city – paladins of the 
need for justice.”

William Donohue, president of 
the Catholic League for Religious 
and Civil Rights, also weighed 
in on “Spotlight.” He voiced 
concern that Catholics and others 
will take it as evidence of what is 
happening today in the Church, 
rather than in the past.

In a commentary posted on his 
organization’s Web site, he said 

that while a 2012 CBS News 
Survey found that a majority of 
Catholics and Americans overall 
believe that priestly sexual abuse 
of minors remains a problem, 
it “has long ceased to be an 
institutional problem. All of these 
parties – Catholics, the American 
public, the media, and Hollywood 
– entertain a view that is not 
supported by the evidence.”

Donohue pointed to the annual 
reports of audits on the United 
States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops’ Web site, which ensure 
that dioceses are in compliance 
with the 2002 “Charter for the 
Protection of Children and 
Young People.” Over the last 
10 years (2005-2014), there 
was an average of 8.4 credible 
accusations made against priests 
for sexual abuse nationwide in 
any one of those years.

“Considering that roughly 40,000 
priests could have had a credible 
accusation made against them,” 
he commented, “that means that 
almost 100 percent of priests had 
no such accusation made against 
them!”

by Karla Cross

Two independent auditors from 
StoneBridge Business Partners, 
Rochester, N.Y., completed an 
onsite audit of the Diocese of New 
Ulm’s safe environment practices 
at the Pastoral Center Oct. 26-27.

During the exit interview at the 
end of the two-day series of 
meetings, the auditors reported to 
Bishop John M. LeVoir that the 
diocese was in compliance with 
the articles in the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishop’s 
“Charter for the Protection of 
Children and Young People.”

The auditors reviewed diocesan 
safe environment policies, 
related documents, and its safe 
environment tracking database. 
They met with individuals 
responsible for implementing 
and maintaining the program and 
keeping its records. In addition to 
meeting with diocesan offi cials, 
the auditors also reviewed the 
practices of one parish and two 
Catholic schools in New Ulm and 
Sleepy Eye.

Like almost every Catholic 
diocese in the country, the Diocese 
of New Ulm receives an annual 
audit to ensure compliance with 
the “Charter.” Every three years, 
the audit is conducted onsite.

In fact the diocese has received 
an annual audit and has been 
determined to be compliant every 
year since the USCCB approved 
the initial “Charter” in 2002. 

The “Charter” outlines a 
comprehensive set of procedures 
established by the USCCB for 
addressing allegations of sexual 
abuse of minors by Catholic 
clergy. It is composed of 17 
articles. Thirteen of them are to be 
carried out at the diocesan level 
and four are to be carried out by 

the USCCB.

Charter articles carried out at the 
diocesan level include those on the 
pastoral care for victims, policies 
and procedures for responding 
to allegations as well as review 
board guidelines, the prohibition 
of confi dentiality agreements, the 
requirement to report allegations 
to public authorities, a zero 
tolerance on sexual abuse, required 
codes of conduct, and open and 
transparent communications about 
abuse allegations.

Other articles address training of 
adults to create safe environments, 
the training of children to 
recognize grooming behavior 
and to report it, background 
evaluations on clergy and adults 
working with children, the 
prohibition of transfers of clergy 
who have committed an act of 
sexual abuse against a minor, and 
the ongoing formation of clergy in 
areas related to sexual misconduct. 

New fi lm on sex abuse
Among the events that led to 
the “Charter” were a series of 
newspaper articles on child sexual 
abuse in the Archdiocese of 
Boston. “Spotlight,” a new motion 
picture drama that debuted at the 
Venice Film Festival in September 
and is being released nationwide 
in November, focuses on the role 
of Boston Globe investigative 
reporters in writing these articles.

It is appropriate to acknowledge 
the role of the Boston Globe 
in bringing this issue to the 
forefront. It is also appropriate to 
acknowledge the role victims and 
survivors have had in bringing this 
issue forward.

Sexual misconduct by clergy was 
in the news prior to the Boston 
news stories; however, the Boston 
Globe articles brought additional 
clarity and understanding to 

the scope of the crisis. Church 
leadership began to take the 
necessary actions to address 
the abuse; the approval of the 
“Charter” set forth the actions to 
be carried out.

Safe Environment training
VIRTUS is the safe environment 
training program that Bishop 

LeVoir has reaffi rmed for use 
in the Diocese of New Ulm to 
respond to the demands of the 
“Charter.”

In the audit year ending June 30, 
2015, training was provided to 
2,913 volunteers, 7,079 children 
and youth, 538 employees, 290 
educators, 75 clerics, and 17 

individuals in formation (deacon 
candidates and seminarians).
In implementing the VIRTUS 
program, the diocese maintains 
proof of cleared background 
checks and code-of-conduct 
acknowledgement receipts. 
 
The efforts of the Catholic 
Church in the United States to 
protect children and youth may be 
seen in their annual reports and 
independent audits. 

The Church has worked toward 
both healing and preventing abuse. 
Readers are encouraged to visit the 
diocesan safe environment Web 
pages to view Bishop LeVoir’s 
video message on “Hope, Healing, 
and Peace.”

As Bishop LeVoir says in the 
video, we continue to pray for the 
victims of abuse and their families. 
We continue to be vigilant in 
carrying out the best programs and 
practices available to us.

Editor’s note: Karla Cross is Safe 
Environment coordinator for the 
Diocese of New Ulm.

Onsite safe environment audit fi nds diocese compliant

Anyone who has suff ered sexual abuse or exploitation by a cleric 
of the Diocese of New Ulm should immediately report such 
misconduct to local law enforcement. Th ey are encouraged to 
contact the Victim Assistance Coordinator or the Bishop’s Delegate 
in Matters Pertaining to Sexual Misconduct, 1421 6th Street North, 
New Ulm, MN 56073, phone: 507-233-5313, for counseling or 
assistance, if that is desired.

Toda persona que fue víctima de abuso o explotación sexual por 
parte de un clérigo de la Diócesis de New Ulm debe reportar dicha 
mala conducta a las autoridades policiales inmediatamente.  Se 
les exhort ponerse en contacto con el Coordinador de Asistencia 
para victimas o el Delegado del Obispo en cuestiones sobre el 
mal comportamiento sexual, 1421 6th Street North, New Ulm, 
MN 56073, teléfono: 507-233-5313, hay consejería o asistencia 
disponible si así lo desea. 

Brett Schrader, an auditor with StoneBridge Business Partners, 
Rochester, N.Y., reviews children’s safe environment training records 
with Patti Groebner, New Ulm Area Catholic Schools pre-K through 
grade 12 administrative assistant, on Oct. 27 at Cathedral High 
School in New Ulm.                                        (Photo by Dan Rossini)

‘Spotlight’ draws praise, concerns
(Continued from page 1)
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No Tengas Miedo
El Esfuerzo en Conjunto es Necesario en la 
Planifi cación Pastoral

por Obispo John M. LeVoir

Desde hace dos años Tom 
Keaveny, director de la 
Planifi cación Pastoral en la 
diócesis, yo y en consulta con 
el comité para parroquias y el 
comité sacerdotal, hemos estado 
trabajando con los sacerdotes, 
diáconos, líderes pastorales y 
feligreses sobre la fusión de 
parroquias.   

¿Qué es una fusión de 
parroquias? El tipo de fusión 
que estamos trabajando en 
la diócesis es “cuando uno o 
más parroquias se agrupa a 
una parroquia usualmente más 
grande.” En la fusión, los bienes 
de la parroquia que se va a 
reagrupar – la Iglesia misma, su 
cementerio (si hay uno), y otros 
recursos fi nancieros – serán la 
responsabilidad de la parroquia 
que recibe a la(s) parroquias(s) 
pequeñas. (“Fourth Plan,” pp. 
122-123).

Una vez que la fusión se lleve 
a cabo eso no quiere decir que 
la parroquia se vaya a cerrar 
por completo.  Mientras que 
la parroquia aún este abierto 
se llevara a cabo las Misas 
dominicales, bautismos, 
funerales, matrimonios, otros 
eventos y también una Misa 
durante la semana. (“Fourth 
Plan,” pp. 122-123). 

¿Porqué la fusión de parroquias 
es necesario que se lleven 
a cabo en nuestra diócesis? 
Las tendencias demográfi cas 
en nuestra diócesis, tanto 
en términos del número de 
laicos y sacerdotes, muestran 
una acelerada declinación. 
En concreto, desde el año 
2000 la diócesis ha estado 
experimentando una pérdida 
de alrededor de 850 feligreses 
por año debido a factores de 
fallecimiento u otro motivo. 
 
Los sacerdotes me cuentan 
que en los últimos años han 
estado celebrando funerales 
más que nunca. La mayoría de 
feligreses que están falleciendo 
han sido personas muy 
comprometedoras a su Iglesia. 
La siguiente generación no 
esta tan comprometida como 
aquellos feligreses que lo fueron 

algún día. Lo más probable es 
que la disminución de feligreses 
continúe en el futuro. 

En este momento tenemos 
42 sacerdotes que sirven en 
nuestras 75 parroquias.  Se 
estima que en los próximos 10 
años el número de sacerdotes 
disminuirá de 42 a 26. 

En este momento, nuestros 
sacerdotes ya tienen demasiado 
trabajo. Hasta incluso, si hubiera 
un sacerdote por cada uno de 
nuestras 75 parroquias, varias 
parroquias no podrían costear el 
sueldo de un sacerdote. En este 
momento las parroquias pueden 
costear con el sueldo de los 
sacerdotes porque la relación de 
las parroquias a los sacerdotes 
es de dos a uno. Por cada dos 
parroquias, hay un sacerdote. 
El descenso en el número de 
sacerdotes es un problema muy 
serio. 

Tal como se menciona en el 
Cuarto Plan para Parroquias: 
“Algún día, a pesar que se 
disminuya las Misas y la 
integración de sus operaciones 
y actividades de sus parroquias 
constituyentes, la mayoría de las 
Comunidades del Área de Fe no 
podrán desempeñar su función. 
La pérdida de un sacerdote o 
de una parte signifi cativa de la 
población de una o más de sus 
parroquias serán probablemente 
responsable de la situación. 
Esto es cuando los cambios en 
la estructura de su organización 
(fusión) pueden entrar en juego” 
(“Fourth Plan,” p. 141). Ahora la 
diócesis esta en ese punto.     

Como Obispo de la diócesis, 
necesito de su ayuda para tomar 
la mejor decisión sobre la 
planifi cación Pastoral. Necesito 
la aportación de los feligreses de 
la diócesis: sacerdotes, diáconos, 
administrador pastoral, 
funcionarios diocesanos, 
feligreses y comités. 

Por favor compartan sus ideas y 
preocupación con su sacerdote 
o líder pastoral y apóyelo por 
sus esfuerzos en afrontar este 
problema tan delicado.  

Todos somos miembros de 
la diócesis y todos somos 

llamados a trabajar juntos para 
resolver nuestros problemas. La 
oración y el dialogo honesto me 
ayudarán a discernir cuál sea la 
voluntad de Dios por el bien de 
la Diócesis de New Ulm. 

Adviento
El tiempo de Adviento comienza 
del 29 de Noviembre.  Durante 
esta temporada somos llamados 
a dar testimonio de nuestra fe, 
y prepararnos para la Navidad, 
la celebración del nacimiento 
de nuestro Señor.  Durante 
el adviento, también damos 
testimonio de nuestra esperanza 
que Jesús vendrá de nuevo.  

Campaña para los Ministerios 
Diocesanos
Llego la hora para la Campaña 
para los Ministerios Diocesanos. 
Los fondos de esta campaña 
ayudarán a los distintos 
ministerios en la diócesis, 
así como para ayudar con las 
necesidades de las parroquias. 
En esta edición del Prairie 
Catholic encontrarán más 
información sobre la campaña. 
Les pido que den generosamente 
con lo que puedan hacia la 
campaña. 

El Año de la Misericordia
El Papa Francisco convocó el 
Jubileo Extraordinario, Año 
Santo de la Misericordia, para 
destacar la Iglesia Católica 
“la misión de ser testigo de la 
misericordia.” El Papa dijo: 
“Nadie debe ser excluido de la 
Misericordia de Dios.” 

El Jubileo de la Misericordia 
empezará el 8 de Diciembre, 
2015, con la Solemnidad de 
la Inmaculada Concepción y 
culminará el 20 de Noviembre, 
2016, con la Solemnidad de 
Jesucristo, Rey del Universo. 
Este año Santo es muy 
importante para el Santo Padre 
ya que podría ser visto como el 
momento decisivo de su papado.  
Para mayor información sobre el 
evento que se llevará a cabo en 
New Ulm puede ir a la página de 
internet de la Diócesis de New 
Ulm.  

for the Church’s teaching and 
current pastoral practice to 
remain in place, the document 
also stressed that divorced and 
remarried couples are baptized 
persons who must be “more 
integrated into the Christian 
community,” while “avoiding 
every occasion of scandal.”

“The logic of integration is the key 
to their pastoral accompaniment,” 
paragraph 84 said, explaining that 
their involvement in the Church 
“can be expressed in different 
ecclesial services.”

Careful discernment urged
Synod fathers emphasized a 
process of careful discernment 
in considering which of the areas 
of exclusion in the liturgy, and 
in the pastoral, educational, and 
institutional framework of the 
Church can be done away with for 
divorced and remarried Catholics.

In some countries, for example, 
divorced and remarried persons 
are not only asked to abstain 
from communion, but also from 
teaching catechesis and from being 
godparents.

Divorced and remarried 
individuals were encouraged 
to make an examination of 
conscience, asking themselves 
“how they behaved toward their 
children when the marriage entered 
into crisis; if they were tempted 
to reconcile; what the situation 
is for the abandoned partner; 
what consequences does the new 
relationship have on the rest of 
the family and the community of 
faithful; what example this offers 
to the youth who must prepare for 
marriage.”

Pastoral discernment and 
accompaniment of such individuals 
must direct them “to the awareness 
of their situation before God.”

Teaching on homosexuality
Also affi rmed in the document 
was the Church’s stance on 
homosexuality, which was one of 
the most contested issues of last 
year’s synod, particularly in the 
fi nal document.

This year, however, the topic 
of homosexuality was almost 
completely removed, apart from 
one paragraph on the pastoral care 
of families who live with persons 
that have homosexual tendencies.

“A special attention” ought to be 
given to accompanying families 
in such situations, paragraph 76 of 
the document said.

It reiterated that “every person, 
independently of their sexual 
tendency, must be respected in 
their dignity and welcomed with 
respect,” but clarifi ed that “there 
is no foundation whatsoever to 
assimilate or establish analogies, 
even remotely, between 
homosexual unions and God’s 
design for marriage and the 
family.”

Treatment of life issues
The fi nal document also backed 
Church teaching on life issues, 
such as abortion and contraception.

In paragraph 33, it was reiterated 
that all human life “is sacred 
because, since its beginning, it 
involves the creative action of 
God.”

“The biotechnical revolution in 
the fi eld of human procreation 
has introduced the ability to 
manipulate the generative act, 
rendering it independent of the 
sexual relationship between a man 
and woman,” the document read.

By undergoing this manipulation, 
“human life and parenthood have 
become modular and separable 
realities, subject mainly to the 
wishes and desires of individuals 
or couples, not necessarily 
heterosexual and in a regular 
marriage.”

Only God “is the Lord of life 
from its beginning to its end,” the 
document continued. “No one, 
under any circumstance, can claim 
for themselves the right to directly 
destroy an innocent human being.”

Openness to life was also 
underlined as an “intrinsic 
requirement of married love.”

Synod document stresses 
accompaniment for 
divorced-and-remarried
(Continued from page 1)
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by Kevin Johnson
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

HUTCHINSON – Making 
Catholic education available to 
Catholic children and fi nding 
volunteers for the ever-present 
tasks of community life are 
challenges faced by every parish 
in the Diocese of New Ulm. 
Catholic United Financial (CUF) 
has been a capable partner in 
meeting these challenges in many 
of these parishes.

Take CUF’s Matching Grant 
program, for instance. The 
incentives and additional funds 
provided by CUF have made the 
Cookie Walk holiday fundraiser 
at St. John the Baptist in Searles a 
huge success.

“We’ve raised a lot of money 
for Catholic education, close to 
$15,000 each year,” said Joyce 
Griebel, fraternal secretary for the 
CUF council at the parish. The 
parish has been receiving CUF 
matching funds for Cookie Walk 
for the last 25 years, and has raised 
almost $287,000 during that time.

Or take a newer CUF offering, 
the MinisTREE program, which 
provides fi nancial incentives to 
promote volunteerism.

“We have maxed out the $500 
each year,” said Sharon Fox, 
secretary at St. Edward’s Catholic 
School in Minneota, about their 
participation in the program. “This 
summer we painted the inside of 
the school from top to bottom. 
Grandparents, parents, students 
and other parishioners helped. It 
was a big project, which took lots 
of planning.”

School volunteers also do small 
things, like putting book baskets 
in classrooms and getting school 
supplies.

Catholic mission
CUF is a fraternal insurance 
company whose mission in part is 
to “support the Roman Catholic 
Church in extending the faith, 
especially by commending and 
encouraging Catholic schools and 
religious education.”

CUF returns a portion of its profi ts 
to the Catholic communities it 
serves through more than a dozen 
assistance programs, including 
Matching Grants and MinisTREE.

Matching Grants allows parishes 
to earn up to $1,000 each year 
through their fundraising events. 
CUF matches the fi rst $100 raised 

and fi fty cents for every dollar 
thereafter, up to $900. A CUF 
representative must participate in 
the event.

MinisTREE enables Catholic 
schools and parishes to earn 
$500 annually when volunteers 
accomplish needed tasks like 
visiting shut-ins, inviting elderly 
persons for dinner, or inviting 
new parishioners to coffee. Each 
completed “task” brings $5 to the 
school or parish.

CUF’s programs benefi t many 
of the diocese’s parishes. Nate 
Lamusga, director of Member 
Engagement at CUF headquarters 
in St. Paul, said there are seven 
CUF sales representatives serving 
the diocese’s 75 parishes. Forty-
three take advantage of CUF’s 
programs.

Marshall area schools helped
At St. Edward’s, Fox solicits 
MinisTREE volunteers by taping 
task cards on a “tree” in the main 
hall of the school.

“People check frequently, taking 
a card to tackle a project. They 
disappear quickly,” she said. After 
signing 50-or-so completed cards, 
she sends them in or gives them to 
her CUF sales representative.

CUF requires a member to 
coordinate MinisTREE. “It’s 
easy,” Fox said. “Just contact 
CUF in St. Paul or a local sales 
representative. They’ll provide the 
fi rst 100 cards to get you going.”

“We have so many volunteers,” 
she said enthusiastically. “It’s a 
wonderful program.”

Dan Markell, the CUF 
representative for Minneota since 
2009, lives near Marshall. Besides 
St. Edwards, St. Eloi in Ghent, and 

Holy Redeemer in Marshall, he 
serves 11 other area parishes. All 
take advantage of MinisTREE to 
some degree.

“It’s a real good program 
for promoting volunteerism.
Volunteers drive people to 
doctor appointments, read during 
kindergarten roundup, and shovel 
snow for the elderly,” he said.

Markell said the Sisters of Mary, 
Morning Star recently earned $500 
through MinisTREE. The money 
helped pay expenses for moving 
into the former St. Eloi rectory and 
school in Ghent.

Different needs, different 
programs
CUF educational programs also 
include technical assistance 
grants to schools for computer 
upgrades and smartboards, chastity 
and abstinence grants, school 
raffl e support, and assistance 
for students in major or minor 
seminary.

“Fr. Zachary (Peterson) is from 
Marshall. Our council provided 
some of his vestments,” said 
Markell. “Four of my members are 
seminarians. We make sure they 
sign up for the yearly stipend. It’s 
really gratifying seeing some of 
our members become priests.”

Religious Education directors can 
submit grant [requests] to the CUF 
Foundation,” he said. If merited, 
they can receive $500 to $1,000 
for speakers or materials. Funds 
are also available for “doing fun 
stuff, such as summer day trips, 
and pool or pizza parties.”

“And probably the [program] 
with the most visibility would be 
the school raffl e,” he added. “A 
hundred percent of the money 
raised stays right in the school.”

Successes at S t. John’s
St. John’s long-running Cookie 
Walk has raised $256,914 over the 
past 25 years. With CUF matching 
funds of $29,750, the total comes 
to a whopping $286,654.

Cookie Walk draws about 150 
CUF council member and non-
member volunteers each year. 
“Even some non-Catholics help,” 
said Griebel. “There’s a bunch 
from Gaylord. They just have a 
hootin’ and hollerin’ time. One 
guy is so good at packaging up 
and decorating cookies, I worked 
next to him and couldn’t keep up.”

Griebel also coordinates 
volunteers for MinisTREE. 
“People volunteer at the senior 
center, the hospital, the food 
shelf, and with church remodeling 
projects,” she said. “It doesn’t 
matter how old or young you are. 
The kids, if you ask them, they’ll 
do it.”

“Catholic United has a disaster 
relief trailer that volunteers used 
to cleanup homes of some elderly 
residents whose basements were 
fl ooded,” she added.

“And we’ve had scholarships to 
send kids to World Youth Day. 
CUF is just a great help,” she said.

Close ties to the diocese
Lamusga spoke of CUF’s close 
ties to the Diocese of New Ulm. 
“Our spiritual director for the 
company is Bishop LeVoir,” he 
said. “We’ve got a lot of members 
there. We’re 127 years old … and 
we’ve got councils in that area 
that are 125 years old. It’s sort of a 
hub of involvement for us already. 
We would like to expand that, 
and touch every parish; that’s our 
mission.”

Program assistant Jennifer Xiong 
tallied CUF’s contributions to the 
diocese. The total is an impressive 
$5,408,298. Of this amount, 
$3,613,898 has been for Matching 
Grants. Catholic school raffl es 
have received $499,665. Post 
high-school tuition scholarships 
to members have amounted to 
$287,100.

The MinisTREE program is 
relatively new. “We’ve given 
$103,625,” she reported.

CUF members in the diocese have 
received $765,294, largely for 
medical assistance. The remaining 
funds went to R.E.New (religious 
education) and several other small 
programs.

Editor’s note: For more 
information on CUF, visit
www.catholicunitedfi nancial.org.

Catholic United Financial supports Catholic education, parish volunteerism

Students from St. Edward’s Catholic School in Minneota ride in Minneota’s Box Elder Bug Parade 
Sept. 13. Pictured from the left are: Gabe Sterzinger, Evan Hennen, Eli Gruenes, Simon Gruenes, Tristan 
Bierschenk, Tucker Thooft, Wyatt Pohlen, Kylie Callens, Tara Sterzinger, Kate Henne, Ella Bot, and 
Reagan Bierschenk. Volunteers constructed the fl oat with assistance from the Catholic United Financial 
MinisTREE program.                                                                                    (Photo courtesy of Jaci Garvey)

OLIVIA – Dr. Denis McNamara, professor of Church Architecture 
and associate director of the Liturgical Institute at the University 
of St. Mary of the Lake, Mundelein, Ill., gives a standing tour 
of the beautifully restored Church of St. Aloysius in Olivia the 
evening of Oct. 13. The tour immediately followed his talk, “Our 
Churches: Glimpses of Heaven,” which well over 100 people from 
around the diocese attended.                    (Photo by Dan Rossini)

Hints of heaven



The Bishop’s Guild members help 
the bishop meet essential needs in 
the diocese. A gift of  $1,000 or more 
qualifi es one as a member of the 
Bishop’s Guild.

Following are the 2014-2015 Guild 
members:

St. Mary, Arlington
Mary Berg; Dave and Dee Czech; 
Dcn. Timothy and Debra Dolan; 
Duane and Patricia Geib; Gregory 
and Maurine Goblirsch; Daniel and 
Nancy Hislop; Michael and Mary 
Noack; Fr. Keith Salisbury

St. Mary, Beardsley
Donald and Gerry Diekmann

St. Francis, Benson
Ronald and Donna Ascheman; Helen 
Hughes; Joel and Patricia James; 
Craig and Carla Johnson; William 
and Janet Luzum; Timothy and Carol 
Mattheisen; Mitch and Katie Maurer; 
Eric and Kimberly Turnquist

St. Mary, Bird Island
Yvonne Furr; Fr. Dennis Labat; Fr. 
George Schmit; Ronald Willey

St. Peter, Canby                          

Ralph and Kathy Ochocki; Rex and 
Lori Van Dyke

St. Clara, Clara City
Robert and Carolyn Brix; Paul and 
Becki Condon; Tom and Sandra 
Gunter; Kenneth and Bonnie Haas; 
Brian and Brenda Harguth; Merle and 
Elizabeth Kimpling; James and Vicki 
Koewler; Keith and Cheri Levitz; 
Dcn. Robert and Debra Reitsma; Fr. 
Paul Timmerman

St. Malachy, Clontarf
Geneva Cameron; David and Deann 
Johnson; Tom and Tracy Johnson

St. Paul, Comfrey
Raymond and Denice Evers; Martha 
Fredin; Carol Watkins

St. Mary, Cottonwood
Joseph Paul Inden

St. John, Darwin
Fr. Patrick Casey; Weston and Mary 
Jo Edwards; Christopher Hansen; 
Dorothy Hansen; Steven and Mary 
Levinski; Fr. Brian Mandel; John and 
Kathy Nowak

St. James, Dawson
Tim and Brenda Halvorson; Alice 

Schueller; Fr. William Sprigler

St. Andrew, Fairfax
Fr. Jeffrey Horejsi; Bradley and Sara 
Nosbush

St. Gertrude, Forest City
Fr. Patrick Casey; Fr. Brian Mandel; 
Louis and Carole Huber

Sacred Heart, Franklin
Fr. Jeffrey Horejsi

St. Michael, Gaylord
Dcn. Timothy and Debra Dolan; Fr. 
Keith Salisbury; Douglas and Iris 
Parrott; Nathan and Cindy Posivio

St. Eloi, Ghent
Dennis and Rita Engels; Dale and 
Lila Schmidt; Ronald and Shirley 
Sussner; Jerry and Carolyn Van 
Keulen

St. Willibrord, Gibbon
Fr. Jeffrey Horejsi; Melvin and 
Genny Neyers; Dorothea Young

St. Pius X, Glencoe
Ronald and Debra Donnay; Shawn 
and Anna Enright; Bruce and Denise 
Johnson; Leon and Patricia Johnson; 
Barry and Susan Mielke; Betty 

Schroeder; Gregory and Marilyn 
Troska

Holy Rosary, Graceville
Roger and Betty Frisch

St. Andrew, Granite Falls
Dcn. Robert and Debra Reitsma; 
Fr. Paul Timmerman; Council of 
Catholic Women; Jack and JoAnn 
Masters; Nancy St. Sauver

St. Brendan, Green Isle
Dcn. Timothy and Debra Dolan; Fr. 
Keith Salisbury; Fr. John Berger; 
Todd and Connie Meeker; Michael 
and Sue Vos

St. Clotilde, Green Valley
Maurice Louwagie; Richard and 
Beverly Wambeke

St. John, Hector
Edwin Mamer

St. Joseph, Henderson
Mike and Jennifer Kolter

St. Anastasia, Hutchinson
Fr. Patrick Casey; James Allen/
Catherine McGinnis; James and 
Diane Bobier; Todd Bradley; Nole 

and Nicole German; Larry and Betty 
Gunderson; Shawn and Jessica 
Knorr; Jeffrey and Gail Lehn; Dr. 
Thomas and Mary Jo Lyke; Emmet 
and Marge McCormick; Tom and 
Linda McGraw; Fr. Gerald Meidl; 
Mark and Diane Muckenhirn; 
Roselyn Peterson; Richard and Bea 
Prellwitz; Dave and Jan Sebesta; 
Luella Simon; James and Robin 
Young

SS. Peter and Paul, Ivanhoe
Archie and Connie Citterman; Fr. 
Ronald Huberty; Robert Knoff; Chad 
and Pam Olsen

St. Patrick, Kandiyohi
Joan Conway; Fr. Jerome Paulson

St. Gregory. Lafayette
Thomas and Patricia Hayes

St. Genevieve, Lake Benton
Delany Family Farms; Fr. Ronald 
Huberty; ASB Farms LLLP

St. Thomas More, Lake Lillian
Fr. Jerome Paulson

by Dan Rossini
The Prairie Catholic

NEW ULM – Some big changes 
are coming to the Diocesan 
Ministries Appeal.

Now in its 10th year, the DMA is 
the Diocese of New Ulm’s annual 
fall fundraiser carried out in each 
of its 75 parishes. It gives members 
of the faithful the opportunity to 
support both essential ministries of 
the diocese and important projects 
in their parishes.

This year’s DMA kicks off in 
parishes the weekend of Nov. 
14-15, with presentation of the 
video and a message from pastoral 
leaders. Commitment weekend is 
Nov.21-22, where parishioners can 
turn in their pledge cards and initial 
gifts. They also have the option of 
sending these in by mail.

In addition to an expansion in the 
diocesan ministries to be funded 
and a new three-tier Bishop’s Guild, 
this year’s DMA will allow every 
parish to receive at least some of 
the money it takes in, regardless of 
how much.

But perhaps the fi rst thing that 
people in the pews will notice is a 
substantial increase in the DMA’s 
overall goal. This year’s $1 million 
target is a big jump over last year’s 
$750,000.

Wayne Pelzel is the retired director 
of Development for the Diocese of 
New Ulm who still works part-
time for the diocese on special 
projects, including completing this 
year’s DMA. He said that the DMA 
advisory board recommended to 
Bishop John M. LeVoir in spring to 
raise the overall target $50,000 this 
year, accounting for a small part of 
the $250,000 difference.

The greater portion of the 
difference comes from a change in 
the way parishes will participate in 
the benefi ts of the DMA. “The goal 
is going to increase by $200,000, 
refl ective of the fact that … now 20 
percent of all revenue is going to 
go back to the parish based on the 
donor’s contribution,” he said.

In past years, a parish had to 
achieve its entire goal before it got 
any income from the DMA. Once 
the target was met, however, it 

received every additional dollar. 
Now that’s changed. Parishes will 
receive 20 cents of every dollar 
donated, regardless of whether it 
comes in before or after they meet 
their goal. 

“This way, every parish is going 
to benefi t on an equal basis,” said 
Pelzel. “And for the fi rst time, some 
of our smaller parishes are going 
to receive some revenue from the 
DMA. So I think it’s going to be 
exciting for these parishes.”

Pelzel explained that, unlike in past 
years, parishes that fall short of 
their goals will not have to make up 
the difference. The new approach is 

“going to take some of the pressure 
off for some of the pastors,” he 
said. “But hopefully that’s going to 
give them cause to be a little more 
aggressive, if you will, and support 
the DMA and encourage people to 
give to the DMA.”

Pelzel said that he and Bishop 
LeVoir are hopeful and optimistic 
that the change will result in an 
increase in overall funding for the 
DMA.

Also beginning this year, the 
diocese will specify exactly how 
each dollar donated to the DMA 
will be spent. Eight diocesan 
ministries will receive funding 

according to fi xed percentages, 
which are itemized on page 7.

“It’s certainly more transparent than 
it’s ever been,” said Pelzel of the 
DMA’s case statement. For “any 
dollar that comes in, you’re going 
to know exactly how that dollar is 
allocated and how it’s going to be 
used.”

Pelzel said that the changes made 
in this area refl ect best practices in 
fundraising, ensuring that monies 
raised for the ministries indicated 
are protected: They must be used 
for the purposes specifi ed and 
cannot be diverted to other needs.

(Continued on page 8)

special report

Diocesan Ministries 
Appeal gets a major tune 
up for 2015

Bishop’s Guild membership open to all faithful of the diocese

Gifts to the DMA are used to support eight diocesan areas of ministry

  Catholic Charities 24%   Religious Education/
  Adult Faith Formation 9.6%

• Individual, marriage, remarriage, and 
family counseling

• chemical dependency intervention and 
mediation

• Emergency behavioral health and 
“psychiatric fi rst response” following 
tragedies and natural disasters

• Counseling and referrals for those with 
unplanned pregnancies, considering 
adoption, or seeking adoptive 
placement

• Project Rachel post-abortion counseling 
and related respect life services

• Grief services and behavioral health 
presentations for parishes, schools, and 
communities

• Spiritual direction and referrals

• Oversight of the Diocesan Youth 
Council

• Planning and coordination of diocesan 
youth rallies and festivals

• Support and guidance for parish youth 
ministers 

• Coordination of participation in the 
National Catholic Youth Conference and 
World Youth Day

• Organization of summer discipleship 
camps

• Coordination of annual visit of the 
National Evangelization Team

• Support for the Newman Club at 
Southwest Minnesota State University

• Assistance and guidance for young adult 
programs, such as Truth on Tap

• Support for Catholic schools, ensuring 
educational quality and Catholic 
identity

• Assistance for Catholic school 
administrators 

• Annual faith formation day for Catholic 
school educators

• Development and implementation of 
the diocesan Plan for Schools

• School strategic planning through 
a state association for accrediting 
nonpublic schools

• Standardized student evaluations 
to monitor and enhance academic 
performance

• Development of model school policies 
and promotion of school best practices

• Support for parishes and AFCs on 
evangelization and catechesis

• Formation and network opportunities 
for DREs and catechists through 
monthly Gathers in-services, 
newsletters, and the diocesan Web site

• Coordination of annual Faith 
Formation Days

• Coordination of the diocese’s lay 
ministry formation programs, 
Foundations and Together in Mission

• Promotion of online learning 
opportunities, such as NIKA and the 
University of Dayton’s VLCFF

• Assistance in coordinating the Bishop 
Lucker Lecture

  Youth Ministry 16%   Catholic Schools 10.4%

• Diocesan marriage and remarriage 
preparation programs

• Integration of John Paul II’s theology 
of the body into religious formation and 
education

• Coordination of NFP services, fertility 
awareness, and chastity education

• Religious freedom/respect life 
advocacy 

• Education on the evils of pornography 
and its prevention

• Strengthening of relationships between 
the Bishop and Catholic health care 
facilities in the diocese

• Coordination of annual diocesan 
bioethics conference

• Recruiting and evaluation of those 
interested in the permanent diaconate

• Recommendation of aspirants
• Four-year academic and spiritual 

formation program for diaconal 
candidates

• Coordination of the work of 
the Admissions and Scrutinies 
Committee

• Ongoing formation of permanent 
deacons

• Assistance to the bishop in making 
permanent deacon assignments

• Hispanic pastoral ministry leadership 
in parishes where the pastoral leader 
is not fl uent in Spanish and/or 
where there is no Hispanic Ministry 
coordinator

• Support and guidance for parish 
Hispanic ministerial activity

• Coordination of the diocesan lay 
formation program, Llamados a Servir/
Called to Serve

• Coordination of annual Hispanic youth 
retreat

• Promotion of Church teaching and 
USCCB positions on issues affecting 
Hispanics and immigrants

• Promotion of Catholic social teaching, 
respect for human life, faithful 
citizenship, works of mercy and 
justice, sustainable agriculture, and 
environmental stewardship

• Coordination of the diocesan Social 
Concerns Committee and development 
of AFC social concerns committees

• Administration of the diocesan 
Emergency Assistance Fund to assist 
people affected by natural disasters

• Support and monitoring of local 
participation in the USCCB’s Catholic 
Campaign for Human Development 
(CCHD)

  Family Life 8%  Permanent Diaconate 5.6%   Hispanic Ministry 4%   Social Concerns 2.4%

(Continued on page 10)
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Catholic Charities

Youth Ministry

Catholic Schools

Religious Education/
Adult Faith Formation

Family Life
Permanent Diaconate
Hispanic Ministry
Social Concerns

24%

16%
10.4%

9.6%

8%
5.6% 4% 2.4%

20%

Twenty percent of every dollar will be gifted back to the donor’s parish. Donations to the DMA are 
restricted gifts to be used in support of the specifi cally designated charities and ministries ONLY. 
For additional information on use of donor gifts, call 507-233-5308, or visit www.dnu.org.

Parishes receive 20 percent of $1 million goal!
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St. Joseph, Lamberton
Fred and Dolores Berg

St. Philip, Litchfi eld
Teresa Hankins; Fr. Brian Mandel; 
Mark and Jennifer Smith; Ethelyn 
Tellers

Our Lady of Victory, Lucan
Fr. Anthony Hesse; Richard and 
Mary Ann Kramer; Dennis and Jane 
Plaetz; Robert and Julie Plaetz; 
Beatrice Shemon; Ray and Alice 
Thull

St. Michael, Madison
Theresa Bly; Michael and Sue 
Bredeck; Charles and Carole 
Fernholz; Paul Holzemer; Greg and 
Kristine Monson; Edwin and Sue 
Vonderharr; Matt Vonderharr

Our Lady, Manannah
Fr. Brian Mandel; Patrick Foley; 
Janet Johnson; Mark Shepersky; Joe 
and Diane Springer

Holy Redeemer, Marshall
Robert Aufenthie; Magdalen 
Bergstrom; Greg and Suzanne 
Cattoor; Daniel and Grace Coudron; 
Brian Gruhot; Lois Henkel; Sherry 
Karen Johnson; Reinhold and 
Connie Mathiowetz; Scott and 
Cheri Mathiowetz; Kenneth and 
Janice Noyes; James and Wanda 
Ochocki; Douglas and Leanna 
Olsem; Michael and Amanda 
Oney; Steve and Juli Sanders; 
Andrew and Tawny Schotzko; 
Margaret Schubert; Lee and 
Dana Webskowski; Matthew and 
MacKenzie Weller; Fr. Paul Wolf

St. Michael, Milroy
Gregory and Wanda Debbaut; Mark 
and Victoria Dolan; Tom and Julie 
Dolan; Bruce Kesteloot; Kenneth 
and Cheryl Lanoue; Lon and Jean 
Walling; David and Patricia Zwach

St. Edward, Minneota
Bruce and Juanita Bot; Rick and 
Ruth Bot; Mark Buysse; Fr. Patrick 
Casey; Doug and Julie Janiszeski; 
James and Mary Myhre; Fred and 
Margrit Rabaey; Scott and Debbie 
Thooft

St. Joseph, Montevideo
Knights of Columbus – Council 
1551; Linda Busch; Fr. Patrick 
Casey; Carleton and Patricia 
Niemand; John and Kathleen 
Powers; Dcn. Robert and Debra 
Reitsma; Fr. Paul Timmerman

St. Michael, Morgan
Duane and Kristine Anderson; 
Thomas and JoAnn Green; Arnold 
and Emma Iffert; Myron and Becky 
Mathiowetz

St. John, Morton
Gladys Angermeyr

Sacred Heart, Murdock
Richard and Paulette Collins; Mary 
Matthews

Cathedral of the Holy Trinity, 
New Ulm
Council of Catholic Women; M. 
R. Paving & Excavating, Inc.; 
Florian and Gloria Altenburg; 
John Altenburg; Carol Beranek; 
Thomas and Jane Beranek; Dallas 
and Theresa Bock; Michael and 
Becky Boyle; Dcn. Rick and Gwen 
Christiansen; Donald and Mary 
Ann Domeier; Bradley and Jaclyn 
Finstad; George and Mary Forst; 
Edward and Katherine Green; Jo 
Ann Guggisberg; Charles Henle;     
Roy and Helen Janni; Lawrence and 
Margaret Kropinski; Lois Kuelbs; 
Earl and LaRae LaPlante; David 
and Jacqueline Lynn; Leo and Carol 
Marti; Glen and Lana Mathiowetz; 
Wallace Mertensotto; Martin and 
Sandy Mohr; Vernon Mohr Estate; 
Dr. Gary and Janet Neubauer; Tim 
and Lora Rahe; Gerald and Lorie 
Reinarts; Marvin Reinarts; Denise 
Richter; Msgr. John Richter; Steve 
and Tricia Schreiber; Alice Schwab; 
Daniel and Kathleen Sonnek; Fr. 
Bernard Steiner; Jay and Elizabeth 
Walterman; Doris Weise; Alvin and 
Theresa Windschitl; David Zenk

St. Mary, New Ulm
Angeline Anderl; Mary Carroll; 
Terry and Janet Dempsey; Dr. 
Mario and Christine DeSouza; 
Robert and Mary Ellen Domeier; 
Ronald and Karen Domeier; 
Patrick and Nicole Eckstein; 
Stan and Marge Freking; Msgr. 
Douglas Grams; David and Anita 
Hoffmann; Greg and Lori Howard; 
John and Sharon Illikman; Thomas 
and Janet Keaveny; Chuck and 
Carolyn Keller; Doug and Paulette 
Kral;  Chris and Mary Loetscher; 
Peter and Linda Neigebauer; Mary 
O’Connor; Marion Palmer; Fr. 
Germain Rademacher; Robert 
and Gayle Ranweiler; Marilyn 
Reinhart; Mary Reinhart; Daniel 
and Kathleen Sonnek; Lonnie and 
Vicki Spaeth

St. Paul, Nicollet
Harvey and Millie Dorn; Richard 
and Bev Mayer; Fr. Todd Petersen; 
Dcn. S teven and Buffy Spilman; 
Patrick Zins; Paul and Donna Zins

Holy Rosary, North Mankato
Dick and Cathleen Ahern; Dcn. 
Russell and Debra Blascko; Eugene 
and Shirley Brandt; Richard 
and Sue Cashman; Gordon and 
Terri Compton; James and Janice 
Fallenstein; Tom Fallenstein; 
Marion Giefer; Steve and Theresia 
Lueck; Michael and Diane O’Dea; 
James and Dolores Portz; Dr. James 
and Darlene Schorn

St. Aloysius, Olivia
Fr. Patrick Casey; Lisa Babler

St. John, Ortonville
Bryan and Kristi Delage; Fr. James 
Devorak; Joseph and Hillary 
Henrich; Tom and Marlene Henrich; 
Roman and Carol Taffe; Dcn. Paul 
and Julie Treinen

St. Catherine, Redwood Falls
Winifred Balkenol; Richard and 
Lorraine Jacoby; Al and Barbara 
Kamp; Paul and Marvel Pryor; 
Thomas and Deborah Stotesbery

Holy Redeemer, Renville
Fr. Patrick Casey; Roger and Gina 
Hagen

St. Joseph, Rosen
Fr. James Devorak; Gerald and 
Brenda Adelman

St. John, Faxon Twp.
Paul and Nellie Hennen

St. Leo, St. Leo
Lambert and Alice Abraham

St. Peter, St. Peter
Brian Borgmeier; Jeff and Peggy 
Borgmeier; Elizabeth Burke; Jeffrey 
and Sharon Crowley; Tony and 
Mary Grack; Gene Hager; William 
and Rosemary Johnson; Joseph and 
Teresa Kienlen; Dennis and Jean 
Millner; Michael and Susie Miner; 
Deane and Diane Peterson; Fr. Todd 
Petersen; Glen and Deb Schilling; 
Brad and Luann Schloesser;  Russ 
and Sue Serbus; Ken and Marlaine 
Smisek; Dean and Kathleen Steiner; 
Dr. JoAnna Toenniessen; Merton 
and Margaret Wenner

St. Mary, Seaforth
Dallas and Joann Dolan; Fr. 
Anthony Hesse; Joel and Joleen 
Irlbeck; Thomas and Connie 
Johanneck; Floyd and Marjorie 
Kramer 

St. John, Searles
Council of Catholic United 
Financial; Gregory Griebel; Tom 
and Ione Grossmann

Holy Family, Silver Lake
Marvin and Suzann Ernhart; 
Lawrence and Kathleen Mottl; 
Robert and Peni Jo Penas; Richard 
and Patricia Rotzien; Brian and 
Julie Stibal

St. Mary, Sleepy Eye
Drs. Adam and Karlyn Armbruster; 
Andrew Bach; Edward and Colleen 
Berkner; Loren and Cheryll Blick; 
Randall and Patricia Braulick; 
Steven and Linda Braulick; Brian 
and Christine Braun; Robert and 
Jolene Eickhoff; Patricia Ericksen; 
James and JoAnne Fischer; Lyle 
and Laurel Fischer; Dennis and 
Sharon Fromm; Kathleen Fromm; 
Greg and Mary Gangelhoff; David 

and Michelle Goblirsch; Robert 
and Kathy Goblirsch; Matthew and 
Jessica Grausam; Rick and Becky 
Helget; Thomas and Sharon Hirsch; 
Fred and Bernadette Hoffmann; 
Don and Sarah Jirak; Dorothy 
Klein; Dcn. Mark and Tami Kober; 
Shaun Kober; Roger and Sharon 
Kral; Robert and Mary Krambeer; 
Dorothy Krzmarzick; Patrick and 
Jacque Krzmarzick; Randy and Pam 
Krzmarzick; Margaret Kuebler; Dr. 
Thomas Larson; Armin and Lucille 
Losleben; Msgr. Eugene Lozinski; 
Nicholas and Irene Lux; Dell 
and Cindy Marti; Glen and Lana 
Mathiowetz; Ruth Mecklenburg; 
Fr. Andrew Michels; Charles 
and Lucille Moldaschel; Charles 
and Patricia Nelson; Richard and 
Joyce Neyers; Veronica Niehaus; 
Robert Novotny; Thomas and Lisa 
Pelzel; Wayne and Patti Pelzel; 
David Pietig; Joan Portner; Mark 
and Lisa Portner; Tom and Mary 
Portner; Theresa Reiniger; Joel and 
Marti Schroepfer; Irene Schwartz; 
Joe and Judy Schwartz; John and 
Rosemary Schwartz; Mark and 
Anita Schwartz; Leona Seidl; 
Samantha Seidl; Lowell and Mary 
Ann Seifert; Stanley Seifert; Arthur 
Sellner; Beverly Sellner; David and 
Kathleen Sellner; Gerald and Mary 
Sellner; John and Vicki Sellner; 
Michael Sellner; Philip Sellner; 
Richard and Karen Sellner; Larry 
and Mary Jo Soukup; Dan and 
Lisa Steffl ; Jerome and Ruth Steffl ; 
Mary Steffl ; Daniel and Mary 
Tauer; Peggy Tauer;  Robert and 
Darlene Tauer; Matthew and Jeanne 
Vickery; Matthew Wagner; Michael 
and Audrey Wagner; Bernie 
Wenner; Kathleen Wichmann; Tim 
Windschitl; Charles and Lorette 
Zinniel

Our Lady of the Lakes, Spicer
Ron and Verdonna Dobbs; Andrew 
and Joyce Kroneberger; Patrick and 
Mary Laib; Fr. Jerome Paulson; 
Ron and Diane Pyka; Jim and Marie 
Schwarz

St. Raphael, Springfi eld
Laura Bast; Dr. Francis and Glenna 
Boyle; David Feirer; Joan Hoffman; 
Helen Landkammer; Dr. Hilary and 
Elizabeth Mohr; Gordon and Jodi 
Pieschel; Paul and Sharon Pieschel; 
Fr. Philip Schotzko; Evelyn Weber

St. Boniface, Stewart
Fr. Patrick Casey; Greg Kuttner; 
Kenneth and Eileen Kuttner; Mark 
and Cindy Maiers; Thomas and 
La Mae Maiers; Mildred Navara; 
Richard and Barbara Navara; John 
and Wendy Tanata

St. Mary, Tracy
James and Susan Keul; Gary 
and Patricia Peterson; Duane              

and Betty Van Keulen

St. Dionysius, Tyler
Fr. Ronald Huberty; Ronald and 
Rhonda Wiering

St. Anne, Wabasso
Fr. Patrick Casey; Fr. Anthony 
Hesse; Alfred and Florence Salfer; 
Charlotte Salfer; William and Mary 
Schwarz

St. Paul, Walnut Grove
Bernard and Marianne Boerboom; 
Fr. Robert Mraz

St. Mathias, Wanda
Richard and Mary Berg; Fr. Patrick 
Casey; Fr. Anthony Hesse; Omer 
Jenniges; David and Cindy Moldan; 
Gerald and Lucy Moldan; Art and 
Dawn Rohlik; Daniel and Linda 
Weber

St. Anthony, Watkins
Fr. Richard Gross

St. George, West Newton Twp.
Dennis and Dolores Franta; Philip 
and JoAnn Gitter; James and Rita 
Gleisner

St. John, Wilno
Fr. Ronald Huberty; Kevin and 
Judy Leibfried; Steven and Carol 
Ratajczak; William and Wendy 
Sterzinger

St. Mary, Willmar
Anthony and Mary Amon; Edward 
and Marcia Arndorfer; Rick and 
Kelley Dahle; Joseph Eikmeier; 
Steve and Sheila Ellingboe; Harry 
and Karen Fenstra; Edward and 
Katherine Green; Craig and Carla 
Johnson; Marion Larsen; Harold 
and Mary Jo Larson; James 
and Rose Larson; Bob and Jean 
Masters; Fr. Jerome Paulson; Mary 
Schnell

Holy Trinity, Winsted
Elizabeth Angermeyr; Stanley 
and Sue Bebo; Fr. Eugene Brown; 
Dennis and Sue Dunne; Roger and 
Rose Ann Grotbo; Steven and Lisa 
Hauer; Cheryl Heimerl; Walter 
and Patricia Kerber; Jay and Vawn 
Krzmarzick; Robert and Irene Kutz; 
Charles and Barb Millerbernd; 
Joseph and Melissa Neumann;  
Eileen Otto; Francis and Germaine 
Schommer; Fr. Paul Schumacher; 
Dennis and Mary Sherman; Gerard 
Stifter; John and Donna Stifter

St. Francis, Winthrop
Fr. Jeffrey Horejsi; Kevin and Sue 
Lauwagie; Dcn. Roger and Pam 
Osborne

Gifts without designation:
Bishop John M. LeVoir; Brian 
and Ronda Mathiowetz; Mary 
Lou Mathiowetz; Thomas and Jan 
Rauenhorst

Bishop Guild members  (Continued from page 6)
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GOD ALONE
SUFFICES

by Connie Rossini

When did you last spend time 
alone with God? Do you have a 
daily prayer routine? If not, why 
and how should you start one?

Sometimes people tell me that 
they do not have a set prayer 
time. Instead, they try to pray 
throughout the day. Praying 
throughout the day is an 
important part of growing closer 
to God, “but we cannot pray 
‘at all times’ if we do not pray 
at specifi c times, consciously 
willing it” (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, no. 2697). 
Without these anchors of prayer, 
praying throughout the day may 
be no more than a wish.

Modern life is overcrowded 
with things we “must” do. Who 
among us would not describe 
himself as too busy? How can 
we possibly take time out to 
pray?

St. Francis de Sales wrote, 
“Prayer … is so useful and 
necessary that without it we 
could not come to any good, 
seeing that by means of prayer 
we are shown how to perform 
all our actions well” (“Sermons 
on Prayer”). Instead of seeing 
prayer as an interruption to our 
actions, we should view it as the 
power source for performing 
those actions according to God’s 
will. 

Our life in Christ begins with 
the sacraments. On Sunday 
we attend Mass and receive 
the Eucharist, in which Jesus 
nourishes us with his Body, 
Blood, Soul, and Divinity. From 
Sunday to Sunday, prayer helps 
us remain in God’s grace. It 
keeps our eyes fi xed on him and 
prepares us for an even more 
fruitful communion the next 
week.

God does not demand 
that we begin with an 
hour of daily prayer. 
Fifteen minutes will 
do. Surely we can fi nd 
a spare 15 minutes! 
Can we set the alarm 
15 minutes earlier, 
skip watching the 
evening news, or put 
aside our cell phones for a bit? 
How about having the whole 
family pray or read quietly at 

the same time every day?
Praying at a consistent time 
and place helps us form a habit. 
Every new habit is hard to 
establish. Yet after just a few 
weeks of effort, we wonder 
why we waited so long. Soon 
praying becomes as necessary to 
our routine as eating. We learn 
to cherish those moments alone 
with our Savior.

As we pray more often, we 
become more sensitive to 
the Holy Spirit’s guidance 
throughout our day. We check 
ourselves before gossip passes 
our lips. We say thank you to the 
cashier at the grocery store. We 
have a better attitude at work. 
We notice when someone else 
needs a hug.  In other words, we 
become more fully converted. 
We grow closer to God and to 
one another.

God wants to have an intimate 
relationship with each of us, 
more intimate than that of 
a human husband and wife. 
Prayer is a communion with 
God that grows ever closer, 
strengthened by the sacraments 
and virtuous living. In other 
words, the sacraments, prayer, 
and our choices outside of 
prayer reinforce and support one 
another. Remove any one of the 
three, and our relationship with 
God grows cold.

“Prayer is a vital necessity. 
Proof from the contrary is no 
less convincing: If we do not 
allow the Spirit to lead us, we 
fall back into the slavery of 
sin” (CCC, no. 2744). Let us all 
commit ourselves to be more 
constant and attentive in prayer. 
Prayer will transform us and 
enable us to help transform the 
world.

Editor’s note: A parishioner 
of the Cathedral of the Holy 
Trinity in New Ulm, Connie 
Rossini recently published 

“Trusting God 
with St. Therese” 
and “A Spiritual 
Growth Plan for 
Your Choleric 
Child.” Both 
are available 
in e-book and 
paperback 
editions from 
Amazon.com, 

and the paperbacks can also 
be purchased directly from the 
author.

Time alone with God

Twelve women from the Diocese of New Ulm attended the 2015 
annual convention of the National Council of Catholic Women 
Sept. 9-12 in Orlando, Fla. Pictured in the front row are Shirley 
Nowak (left), Donna Sanders, Ronda Mathiowetz, Jan Noyes, and 
Kristy Suess. Second row: Heather Hoffman (left), Rachel Kucera, 
Julie Kramer, and Chris Heiderscheidt. Third row: Annette Rohlik 
(left), Julie Hoffer, and Kris Anderson. Back row: Msgr. Eugene 
Lozinski, diocesan moderator of the DCCW.     (Contributed photo)

Word on Fire’s Brandon Vogt speaks to 
NCCW on sharing the faith
by Jan Noyes
DCCW President

The 95th annual National Council 
of Catholic Women Convention 
was held Sept. 9-12, 2015, in 
Orlando, Fla. Twelve women from 
the Diocese of New Ulm attended, 
as well as diocesan spiritual 
advisor Msgr. Eugene Lozinski. 
In total, nearly 700 women from 
throughout the United States 
participated.

The opening liturgy was 
celebrated at the Basilica of the 
National Shrine of Mary, Queen of 
the Universe by NCCW episcopal 
liaison Bishop James V. Johnston 
of the Diocese of Springfi eld-Cape 
Girardeau, Mo.

During his homily, Bishop 
Johnston quoted Flannery 
O’Connor: “If you want faith, you 
have to work for it. It is a gift, 
but for very few it is a gift given 
without cultivation.” The week 
following the convention, it was 
announced that Pope Francis had 
appointed Bishop Johnston as the 
new bishop of Kansas City-St. 
Joseph, Mo.

Keynote speakers during the 
convention included Marybeth 
Hicks, marketing director for 
FAITH Catholic; Dr. Carolyn 
Woo, president and CEO of 
Catholic Relief Services; and 
Richard Doerfl inger, associate 
director of the Secretariat for Pro-
Life Activities at the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops.

In addition to the keynote 
speakers, the three national 
commissions – Spirituality, 
Leadership and Service – 
conducted training sessions, 
and the Leadership Training 
Development Team offered 
training for new council 
presidents. 

Brandon Vogt, content director for 

Bishop Robert E. Barron’s Word 
on Fire Catholic Ministries, was 
also a keynote speaker. He spoke 
on “Five Keys to Sharing Your 
Faith Today.” These are:

1. Equip yourself. Vogt said you 
can’t share what you don’t have. 
Read Scripture daily and become 
captivated by the person of Jesus.

He told attendees of Fr. Larry 
Richards’s advice: No Bible, 
no breakfast – No Bible, no 
bed! Read the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, the sure norm 
for teaching and understanding 
the faith. You only need to 
read for 5-10 minutes a day to 
become better informed about the 
Church’s teachings. 

2. Clear up misconceptions. 
As Bishop Fulton J. Sheen said, 
“There are not 100 people in 
America who hate the Catholic 
Church, but there are millions who 
hate what they wrongly perceive 
the Catholic Church to be.” 

3. Share Catholic resources. 
Share books and DVDs at 
Christmas and Easter – they 

do all the work for you. Some 
online Catholic resources that he 
suggested include: Wordonfi re.
org, YouTube videos of Bishop 
Barron, CatholicMemes.
com, and BrandonVogt.com. 
HelpThemReturn.com is a free 
four-part video series that gives 
practical tips and strategies on 
helping a child return to the 
Church.

4. Affi rm the positive. Reframe 
the Catholic story into life and 
love: What are we saying yes to? 
Catholicism is a great yes to the 
longing of the human heart. As 
John 10:10 says: “I have come 
that you may have life and have it 
to the full.” 

5. Be joyful! Vogt feels this is 
the fi rst and most important key! 
Joy is the ultimate apologetic. 
Others will be drawn to us and 
the Church by joy. When you are 
full of joy, you are a magnet to the 
world. 

May God and Our Lady of Good 
Counsel give us the grace we need 
to follow and do God’s will in our 
lives!

Save the date!
The 2016 NCCW Convention 
will be Sept. 7-10 in 
Indianapolis. All women of 
the diocese are encouraged to 
attend. The DCCW offers to pay 
your full registration as well as 
an additional $250 for travel/
lodging expenses if you apply 
for a scholarship. Contact your 
parish Scholarship Commission 
coordinator for further 
information and an application. 

2016 Diocesan Distinguished Service Award 
recipient nominations now being sought

This award is presented to members of the diocese in recognition of 
outstanding service in some leadership capacity to the Diocese of New 
Ulm. Up to fi ve awards will be presented by Bishop John M. LeVoir 
at the annual Bishop Lucker Lecture on March 7, 2016, in Redwood 
Falls. Forms for nominations, as well as a list of past recipients, are 
posted on the diocesan Web site, www.dnu.org, or contact Penny Forst 
at the diocesan Pastoral Center, 1421 6th Street North, New Ulm, MN 
56073; 507-359-2966; pforst@dnu.org.

DEADLINE FOR NOMINATIONS IS JAN. 4, 2016
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by Fr. Sam Wagner

As we enter into the season of 
Advent at the end of November, 
we draw near to that joyous 
time of celebrating with our 
families and loved ones the 
coming of the Christ Child at 
Christmas.

For me that means celebrating 
with my parents, my seven 
brothers and fi ve sisters, my 
many brothers- and sisters-in-
law, and all 42 of my nieces and 
nephews.

As an uncle to 42 nieces 
and nephews, and now as a 
priest and spiritual father to 
many more, I have had the 
opportunity to hold many a 
newborn baby who have come 
into this world through the 
miracle of married love.

I say that I have had the 
“opportunity” to hold many 
newborn babies. That does not 
mean that I actually held all 
those tiny newborns while they 
were still less than 10 pounds.

Perhaps this is something only 
men would understand. But as 
small and precious and fragile 
as those little bundles of joy are, 
I fi nd it diffi cult to entrust them 
to my big, clumsy, awkward 
hands. 

Apparently practice makes a 
difference. I am amazed when I 
watch my own brothers handle 
their newborn children with 
relative ease. I, on the other 
hand, am terrifi ed that if I lose 
my concentration for a second, 
the little one might slip through 
my fi ngers.

But when I fi nally do get to 
pass the little one back to their 
mother, I can’t help but be 
honored with the fact that, for 
a few moments at least, God 
entrusted to my care this fragile 
little child whom he created so 
perfectly.

As still the diocese’s 
newest priest of a 
year and a half, I 
have actually held 
more than a few 
newborn babies as 
they are baptized 
into the Church. 
Although I am 
still not always 
comfortable with holding the 
little ones, I still feel honored 

to do so. 

I am reminded of the words of 
Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew: 
“Whoever receives one child 
such as this in my name 
receives me” (18:5).

Jesus came to us as a little 
one. He likely weighed less 
than 10 pounds himself and 
was as small and fragile as any 
other newborn baby. It amazes 
me to think of the motherly 
compassion Mary must have 
had to hold such a precious 
and fragile little child who, at 
the same time, was the King of 
Glory. 

As a priest I feel I can best 
relate to this honored position 
of Mary when I play the role 
of confessor to souls in the 
Sacrament of Confession.

Like Mary caring for the fragile 
little baby Jesus, God somehow 
ordained me to care for the 
fragile little hearts of his own 
children, even if only for a 
moment or two, in their weakest 
and most fragile state, in the 
state of child-like trust in the 
infi nite mercy of God.

I am sure that Mary, in all her 
immaculate purity, still did not 
feel worthy of holding such a 
precious gift as the baby Jesus 
in her arms. Yet it was God’s 
will that it be so.

In my short time as a priest 
I know something about 
that feeling of unworthiness, 
because I experience it every 
time a soul comes into my 
confessional asking for God’s 
hand to make them whole 
again.

As many of you prepare this 
Advent for your Christmas 
confession, say a prayer, if you 
would, for the priest on the 
other side of the screen who 
is still in awe that God would 
entrust the souls of his precious 

children to his care.

Editor’s note: Fr. 
Sam Wagner is the 
parochial vicar of 
the Cathedral of 
the Holy Trinity in 
New Ulm and the 
Church of St. John 
in Searles, and 

assists in the Holy Cross Area 
Faith Community.

by Mikyla Denney

“In imitation of our Master, we 
Christians are called to confront 
the poverty of our brothers and 
sisters, to touch it, to make it our 
own and to take practical steps to 
alleviate it” (Pope Francis, Lenten 
Message 2014).
 
The Catholic Campaign for 
Human Development (CCHD) 
is an offi ce of the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB). Its mission is to help 
uproot the causes of poverty by 
helping people to help themselves, 
“to bring good news to the poor 
… release to captives … sight to 
the blind, and let the oppressed go 
free” (Lk 4:18).

CCHD works to empower the 
poor and to educate people to 
pursue justice. It believes that 
those who live in poverty and are 
affected by unjust systems and 
structures have the best insight 
into how to change them.

CCHD focuses on social justice, 
such as removing the root 
causes of poverty and improving 
structures, instead of charitable 
works. The goal is to “offer a hand 
up, not a hand out.” One way of 
doing this that CCHD strongly 
emphasizes is educating people 
about poverty and its causes.

The need for CCHD is great. 
While programs and organizations 
that provide basic and direct 
services are extremely important 
and fairly common, those that 
uproot the causes of poverty 

are rarer. This aspect of poverty 
often seems forgotten, or given 
less attention, but it is just as 
important. CCHD helps to 
empower those in poverty to make 
decisions that will help better 
their lives, which is important in 
breaking the cycle of poverty.

CCHD receives funding from an 
annual national collection held on 
the weekend before Thanksgiving 
in most dioceses. In the Diocese 
of New Ulm, it will be taken up 
the weekend of Nov. 28-29 this 
year. Seventy-fi ve percent of the 
money raised goes to the national 
offi ce to support grants and other 
programs while 25 percent goes to 
local grants and programs.

CCHD gives out three types 
of grants. The Economic 
Development Grant empowers 
low-income people by helping 
them create their own businesses 
or other economic structures.

The Community Development 
Grant protects human life and 
dignity, strengthens marriage 
and family life, and promotes 
diversity. The Strategic National 
Grant supports organizations 
that promote justice or economic 

development on a larger scale. 

As the CCHD intern for the 
Diocese of New Ulm this past 
summer, I worked with Deacon 
Tim Dolan, the diocesan director 
of Social Concerns. I conducted 
research on winning grants, 
starting homeless shelters, and 
obtaining more funds from CCHD 
for organizations in the diocese.

Deacon Tim is working with 
leaders from other churches to 
start a homeless shelter in the 
city of New Ulm (the NUMAS 
House). I looked for grants and 
other sources of funding that the 
homeless shelter might obtain. I 
also spent time looking at other 
housing organizations already 
funded by CCHD to see what they 
were doing and how they were 
organized and run.

I also researched other CCHD-
funded groups in Minnesota as 
well as in other states to get some 
ideas of things we could do in the 
Diocese of New Ulm. 

Deacon Tim and I spent a day in 
Willmar visiting the Willmar Area 
Multicultural-Business Center, 
which has received funding from 
CCHD. We are interested in 
establishing relationships with 
similar organizations in other 
parts of the diocese.

I also gave a presentation about 
CCHD at Faith Formation Day 
in September. I enjoyed my time 
working at the diocese and thank 
all those who made my time there 
a great experience.

Fragile: Hand le with careU.S. bishops’ CCHD fosters efforts to 
eliminate poverty in nation, diocese

DMA updated
(Continued from page 6)

Of the eight ministries to receive 
funding, two are new to the DMA: 
family life and social concerns. 
Pelzel also pointed out a notable 
absence compared with past 
DMAs.

“Today, as we look at seminarians 
and vocations, we see that there is 
not a need for additional income 
in that ministry,” he said. “And 
I guess that’s good, because we 
have enough revenue through 
various gifts and investments 
dedicated to seminarians that we 
don’t need to put any additional 
money into that area.”

Pelzel made it clear that although 

100 percent of the diocesan 
allotment from the DMA will go 
to these eight areas of ministry, 
none of them will receive 100 
percent of their funding from the 
DMA. These diocesan offi ces 
receive income from multiple 
sources, including investments 
and other gifts.

Lastly, Pelzel talked about an 
improvement to the Bishop’s 
Guild. Instead of having a single 
group for those who contribute 
$1,000 or more to the DMA, now 
there will be three levels. The gold 
level will be for gifts of $5,000 or 
more, the silver level for gifts of at 
least $2,500, and the bronze level 
for gifts of at least $1,000.

“We already over these past nine 
years have seen more people 
giving more than $1,000. And so 
that was a growing trend anyway,” 
said Pelzel. The three-tiered 
framework will “help to foster 
growth” in larger contributions, 
he said.

Starting in the November 2016 
issue of The Prairie Catholic, 
Bishop’s Guild members will 
be recognized according to their 
contribution levels. As in past 
DMAs, any gift qualifying for the 
Bishop’s Guild will also make the 
donor eligible for the Bishop’s 
Guild dinner.
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Upcoming events
Truth on Tap, a series for New 
Ulm area young adults, will meet 
Sunday, Nov. 15 from 7:30 to 9 
p.m. at Green Mill Restaurant 
& Bar in New Ulm. Topic of 
discussion will be “The Liturgy: 
What Does That Even Mean?” 
Visit https://www.facebook.com/
nucatholicyoungadults for more 
information.

The Good Shepherd SERRA 
club meets the fi rst Thursday of 
every month at Divine Providence 
Community Home in Sleepy Eye, 
starting with Rosary and Mass in 
the chapel at 6:30 p.m. On Dec. 
3 Dr. James Joyce, MD, a Family 
Practice and Obstetrics physician 
at the Sleepy Eye Medical Center, 
will discuss the important role of 
the Catholic faith in medical care.  
Everyone is welcome. Contact 
Annette Rohlik at 507-747-2181 
for more information.

The diocesan Advent Prayer 
Service will be led by Bishop 
John M. LeVoir at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday, Dec. 6 at the Church of 
St. Edward, Minneota. Families 
are encouraged to bring the baby 
Jesus fi gure from their home 
Nativity set, which will be blessed 
by the bishop. A swaddling clothes 
collection (blankets, sleepers, 
layette items) for babies in need 

will be taken up, the proceeds 
going to the Friends of San Lucas, 
area Birthright centers, or First 
Choice Pregnancy Services of 
New Ulm. Cash donations will be 
given to First Choice Pregnancy 
Services. Call 507-233-5325; 
e-mail breising@dnu.org.

A Vatican International 
Exhibition of the Eucharistic 
Miracles of the World will take 
place Nov. 13-16 from 8 a.m. to 
8 p.m. each day at the Church 
of St. Jerome, 380 E. Roselawn 
Ave., Maplewood, MN. This 
photographic exhibit includes 
126 historically documented 
Eucharistic miracles that have 
occurred in various countries 
since the Last Supper.  These 
are visible proofs of Jesus 
Christ’s real presence in the Holy 
Eucharist.  There will be 40 hours 
of Eucharistic adoration during 
the exhibit.  Everyone is welcome, 
including members of other faiths.  
The exhibit will be most benefi cial 
to children of reading age or older.  
There is no charge for admission. 
St. Jerome church is located 3/4 
miles south of Hwy. 36 and two 
blocks east of I-35E north of St. 
Paul.

REDWOOD FALLS – Dan Wambeke, a parishioner of St. Eloi in Ghent, leads a workshop entitled 
“How to Talk to Athiests: Sharing the Reasons for Our Faith” at the Diocese of New Ulm’s annual 
Faith Formation Day Sept. 26 at the Church of St. Catherine in Redwood Falls. Keynote speaker 
for the day was Fr. Otto Betler, OSB, a Benedictine monk at St. Ottilien Archabbey in Bavaria, 
Germany, who spoke on “Catholic Faith and Religious Orders: Their Contributions to the Faith.” 
Subjects of other workshops that day included a youth-based service initiative at Holy Redeemer 
parish in Marshall, the role of the Catholic Campaign for Human Development in the Diocese of 
New Ulm, mercy in society and Catholic social teaching, and the importance of sacred silence in 
the Liturgy.                                                                                                       (Contributed photo)

SLEEPY EYE – Bishop John M. LeVoir of the Diocese of New Ulm conferred the order of lector 
on the diocese’s deacon candidates during the 5:30 p.m. Mass at the Church of St. Mary in 
Sleepy Eye on Oct. 10. Pictured in the front row from the left are Msgr. Eugene Lozinski, bishop’s 
delegate for the Permanent Diaconate and pastor of St. Mary; Travis Welsh of St. Eloi, Ghent; 
Barry Reindl of St. Raphael, Springfi eld; Anthony Grack of St. Peter, St. Peter; Kenneth Noyes of 
Holy Redeemer, Marshall; and Deacon Mark Kober, director of the Permanent Diaconate. Second 
row, from left: Bruce Bot of St. Edward, Minneota; Ryan Pope of St. Catherine, Redwood Falls; 
Bishop LeVoir; Dr. Terence Knowles of St. Mary, New Ulm; Dr. James Joyce of St. Mary, Sleepy 
Eye; and Deacon Jason Myhre of St. Edward. The Permanent Diaconate Program is supported by 
donations to the annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (DMA). The formation program consists of 
a one-year aspirancy program and four years of academic formation.  For further information 
on the diocese’s Permanent Diaconate Program, call 507-233-5318, e-mail mkober@dnu.org, or 
visit www.dnu.org/diaconate/.                                                                     (Photo by Dan Rossini)

Permanent deacon candidates
received into the ministry of lector 

Evangelizing nonbelievers
In an article entitled “Too bruised 
to be touched,” Fr. Ron Rolheiser, 
OMI, says, “Few things can so 
devastate us as the suicide of a 
loved one. There is horrifi c shock 
of losing a loved one so suddenly 
which, just of itself, can bring us to 
our knees; but with suicide, there 
are other soul wrenching feelings 
too, confusion, guilt, second 
guessing, religious anxiety.”

We are left with these and many 
other emotions in our grief after 
suicide. Healing is a process and 
a life-long journey that requires 
patience, support, and faith.

International Survivors of Suicide 
Loss Day 2015 is Nov. 21. This 
day is set aside each year to 
acknowledge and recognize the 
need for hope and healing after the 
death of a loved one by suicide.

This particular grief is unique and 
requires support, prayers, and care 
from many. Catholic Charities of 

the Diocese of New Ulm is calling 
attention to this event to help those 
in our parishes and communities 
who need support, affi rmation, and 
healing.   

For more information about 
Survivor Day, go to: http://www.
survivorday.org/about/. There you 
can also view the fi lm “A Family’s 
Journey: Hope and Healing after a 
Suicide.”

If you are concerned that someone 
you know may be suicidal, do not 
leave them alone. Take them to an 
emergency room for evaluation, or 
call your local law enforcement or 
a behavioral health professional for 
assistance.  

To make an appointment with a 
Catholic Charities counselor in your 
area, call 866-670-5163.

International Survivors of 
Suicide Loss Day is Nov. 21  
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VATICAN CITY (CNA/EWTN 
News) – Pope Francis refl ected 
on the life and death of Blessed 
Oscar Romero, who was 
recognized as a martyr earlier this 
year, stressing that each Christian 
ought to be ready to give their life 
for the faith.

“A martyr is not born. It’s a grace 
that the Lord allows, and that in 
a way concerns every baptized 
person,” the pope told a group of 
pilgrims from El Salvador Oct. 
30.

Bl. Oscar Romero was 
Archbishop of San Salvador 

(the Salvadoran capital) from 
1977 until his March 24, 1980, 
martyrdom.

Quoting a phrase of Bl. Romero, 
the pope said, “We must be 
willing to die for our faith, even 
if the Lord does not give us this 
honor.”

To give one’s life doesn’t only 
consist of being killed, he said, 
but rather “to give one’s life, to 
have the spirit of a martyrdom,
is to surrender it in duty, 
in silence, in prayer, in the 
fulfi llment of duty; in this silence 
of everyday life; to give one’s life 

little by little.”

The Salvadorans met with Pope 
Francis during their pilgrimage 
to Rome made in thanksgiving 
for the recent beatifi cation of 
Archbishop Romero.

He was killed while saying Mass, 
and in February Pope Francis 
offi cially recognized his death 
as having been for hatred of the 
faith.

He was beatifi ed in El Salvador 
May 23. The same day, Pope 
Francis declared that the martyr’s 
feast will be celebrated March 24 
each year – the day “in which he 
was born into heaven.”

In his speech to the Salvadoran 
pilgrims, Pope Francis noted that 
since the beginning of the Church, 
Christians have been convinced 
that the blood of the martyrs “is 
the seed of Christians.”

WASHINGTON (CNA/EWTN 
News) – Children do best 
with married parents and are 
more likely to face a host of 
challenges in other situations, 
according to new pieces of 
scholarship released in recent 
weeks.

W. Brad Wilcox, a sociologist at 

the University of Virginia, said 
that there is a “growing scientifi c 
consensus” that marriage and 
family structure are important 
for both children and parents, 
despite persistent efforts to claim 
otherwise.

Writing in National Review Oct. 
23, Wilcox said “study after 
study” is showing that children 
and families benefi t from “strong 
and stable married families.”

He said there are “family 
structure denialists” who “seek to 
deny the scientifi c evidence that 
family change is having a major 
impact on our social environment 
and – in particular – our boys.”

Wilcox is a co-author of the study 
“Strong Families, Prosperous 
States: Do Healthy Families 
Affect the Wealth of States?” The 
study was released Oct. 19 by the 

D.C.-based American Enterprise 
Institute and the Virginia-based 
Institute for Family Studies.

States with higher levels of 
marriage, especially with higher 
levels of families with married 
parents, are “strongly associated” 
with more economic growth, 
economic mobility, less child 
poverty, and higher median 
family income at the state level in 
the United States, the researchers 
found.

Violent crime is “much less 
common” in states with a greater 
proportion of families headed 
by married parents, the report 
summary said.

The researchers used models 
that control for factors including 
states’ education levels, racial 
compositions, tax policies, 
education spending, and other 
state characteristics.
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