
Catholic Bishops, which created 
the document.

“The statement is really meant 
to raise the consciousness of our 
people both on the problems of 
pornography but also of the ways 
the Church offers for people to be 
healed of it. It’s our plan then to 
develop resources and make those 
known to people,” Bishop Malone 
elaborated.  

The bishops passed the 
statement, “Create in Me a Clean 
Heart: A Pastoral Response to 
Pornography” with 98 percent 
approval on Nov. 17, during 
the bishops’ annual November 
meeting in Baltimore. The 
document is the fi rst formal 
statement the bishops have 
issued specifi cally addressing 

pornography use and production.
“We offer this statement to give 
a word of hope and healing to 
those who have been harmed 
by pornography and to raise 
awareness of its pervasiveness 
and harms,” the statement 
reads, saying the Church wants 
to offer healing to the families 
destroyed by pornography and 
to the individuals who have been 
exploited by it.

Crux of the issue
Pornography’s wide acceptance 
and even at times promotion 
in today’s global culture has 
prompted the U.S. bishops to 
address the crux of the issue: the 
failure to recognize every human’s 
innate call to love.
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U.S. bishops approve statement addressing pornography use, production 

(Photo by Dan Rossini)

by Claudia Broman
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

LITCHFIELD – Ask Andy 
LeVoir of Eden Prairie where 
he’d like to go on vacation and he 
has a ready answer.

“Boston,” he says, explaining that 
his brother, Mark, used to play 
for the New England Patriots and 
he enjoyed going there to watch 
him.

Andy’s roommate is moving out 
of their shared apartment, and 
Andy decided he would move, 
too, into a one-bedroom, which 
will become “Patriots territory.” 
His love of football transfers over 
to Yahoo and ESPN, where he 
plays fantasy football for fun.

Along with his leisure interests, 
Andy keeps busy working. For 
the last fi ve years at Panera Bread 
he’s washed tables, taken out the 
trash, and cleaned.

Fred LeVoir is the older brother 
of Bishop John M. LeVoir of the 
Diocese of New Ulm. He and his 
wife Marcia are proud of their 
35-year-old son.

Complications at birth
Both parents expected Andy, 
who has Down syndrome, to 
be born with complications, 
despite no prenatal indications 
of developmental challenges for 
their baby. 

Trisomy law allows expectant parents to receive 
accurate, supportive information on prenatal conditions

(Continued on page 7)

NEW ULM – Bishop John M. LeVoir of the Diocese of New Ulm 
stands by the new altar in the chapel of the Pastoral Center with 
Alan Warmka, a liturgical artist and woodworker, after Warmka and 
his brother installed the chapel’s new furnishings Nov. 6. Warmka 
created the altar, as well as the chapel’s new presider chair, ambo, and 
tabernacle stand.       (Read more about the new furnishings on page 6.)

by Catholic News Agency

WASHINGTON – For the 
fi rst time, U.S. bishops have 
issued a historic pastoral letter 
specifi cally addressing the global 
crisis of pornography, looking 
at how the industry is affecting 
the parishioners in their pews, 
and what the Church can do to 
offer mercy, healing, and hope to 
recovering pornography users.

“Our statement is not meant 
to just be a condemnation 
of pornography,” explained 
Bishop Richard J. Malone of 
Buffalo, N.Y., “but an outreach 
and a welcome in the spirit of 
Pope Francis’ call: that God is 
merciful.”  

Bishop Malone serves as 
chairman of the Committee on 
Laity, Marriage, Family Life, and 
Youth for the U.S. Conference of 

(Continued on page 7)

Fred and Marcia LeVoir of Eden Prairie pose for a photo with 
their son Andy, who has Down syndrome. A new law passed by 
the Minnesota legislature and signed by Gov. Mark Dayton earlier 
this year requires physicians to provide up-to-date, evidence-
based information to expectant parents after testing shows that 
their prenatal child will likely be born with Down syndrome or 
another Trisomy syndrome.                  (Photo by Claudia Broman)

In their new pastoral letter on pornography, the U.S. bishops 
note that the average age of children who are fi rst exposed to the 
offensive images is 11, meaning that many are even younger. They 
urge parents to protect their homes, being mindful of the ease with 
which sexual content is transmitted through television, fi lm, the 
Internet, and mobile devices.       (Photo by Brocreative/Shutterstock)
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by Bishop John M. Levoir

On March 13, 2015, Pope Francis 
declared an extraordinary jubilee. 
It will be a Holy Year of Mercy. 
This Holy Year commenced on 
the Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception (Dec. 8, 2015) and 
will conclude on the Solemnity 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of 
the Universe (Nov. 20, 2016).

The theme of the Holy Year is: 
“Be merciful, even as your Father 
is merciful” (Lk 6:36). The Year 
of Mercy could very well be the 
signature event and interpretative 
key of Pope Francis’ papacy.

In his “bull of indiction” 
or proclamation of the 
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, 
Pope Francis gives his reason 

The Holy Year of Mercy
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for inaugurating such a holy 
year: “At times we are called to 
gaze even more attentively on 
mercy so that we may become 
a more effective sign of the 
Father’s action in our lives. For 
this reason I have proclaimed 
an Extraordinary Jubilee of 
Mercy as a special time for 
the Church, a time when the 
witness of believers might grow 
stronger and more effective” 
(“Misericordiae Vultus” (“The 
Face of Mercy”), hereafter “Bull 
of Indiction,” no. 2).

So, during this holy year, the 
pope is calling us to show mercy 
and thereby become witnesses of 
mercy.

But what is mercy? I recall 
how beautifully St. John Paul II 
described mercy in his encyclical 
“Rich in Mercy,” which he 
issued on Nov. 30, 1980. The 
saintly pontiff wrote, “Mercy 
is manifested in its true and 
proper aspect when it restores 
to value, promotes, and draws 
good from all the forms of evil 
existing in the world and in man. 
Understood in this way, mercy 
constitutes the fundamental 
content of the messianic message 
of Christ and the constitutive 
power of His mission” (“Dives in 
Misericordia” (“Rich in Mercy”), 
no. 6).

So, mercy is restoring to value 
where value has been lost 
through physical tragedy and sin. 
It is the drawing of good from all 
forms of evil in the world, both 
corporal and moral evil. 

Who provides an example of 
mercy for us, so that we can see 
mercy in a concrete form? “Jesus 
Christ is the face of the Father’s 
mercy. Mercy has become living 
and visible in Jesus of Nazareth, 
reaching its culmination in him” 
(“Bull of Indiction,” no. 1).

Consequently, if we are to be 
witnesses of mercy, we must be 
imitators of Jesus Christ. “With 
our eyes fi xed on Jesus and his 
merciful gaze, we experience the 
love of the Most Holy Trinity. 
The mission Jesus received from 
the Father was that of revealing 
the mystery of divine love in its 
fullness” (“Bull of Indiction,” 
no. 8). 

Jesus reveals mercy in the 
relationships that he forms with 
people. He constantly draws 
good from evil and promotes 
the good in the face of every 
evil he encounters. He restores 
value where value has been lost 
in some way, either corporally or 
morally.

As Pope Francis writes: “The 
relationships he [Jesus] forms 
with the people who approach 
him manifest something entirely 
unique and unrepeatable. The 
signs he works, especially in 
favor of sinners, the poor, the 
marginalized, the sick, and the 
suffering, are all meant to teach 
mercy. Everything in him speaks 
of mercy” (“Bull of Indiction,” 
no. 8). 

How do we imitate Jesus today 
and be witnesses of mercy? 

Pope Francis calls us to live the 
corporal and spiritual works 
of mercy, just as Jesus lived 
these works of mercy. “It is my 
burning desire that, during this 
Jubilee, the Christian people 
may refl ect on the corporal and 
spiritual works of mercy” (“Bull 
of Indiction,” no. 15). 

“Jesus introduces us to these 
works of mercy in his preaching 
so that we can know whether or 
not we are living as his disciples. 
Let us rediscover these corporal 
works of mercy: to feed the 
hungry, give drink to the thirsty, 
clothe the naked, welcome the 
stranger, heal the sick, visit the 
imprisoned, and bury the dead.

“And let us not forget 
the spiritual works of mercy: to 
counsel the doubtful, instruct 
the ignorant, admonish sinners, 
comfort the affl icted, forgive 
offences, bear patiently those 
who do us ill, and pray for the 
living and the dead” (“Bull of 
Indiction,” no. 8). 

By living the works of mercy, we 
draw good from evil and promote 
the good in the face of every evil 
we encounter. We restore value 
where value has been lost in 
some way, either corporally or 
spiritually, or both. We do all of 
this by imitating Jesus Christ and 
in union with him. 

Finally, Pope Francis points to 
Jesus on the cross as the ultimate 
expression of mercy, particularly 
Jesus’ words forgiving those 
who crucifi ed him. Jesus draws 
the good of forgiveness from the 
evil of his crucifi xion. Through 
forgiveness, Jesus restores the 
value lost by his executioners.

“At the foot of the Cross, Mary, 
together with John, the disciple 
of love, witnessed the words of 
forgiveness spoken by Jesus. This 
supreme expression of mercy 
towards those who crucifi ed him 

shows us the point to which the 
mercy of God can reach. Mary 
attests that the mercy of the Son 
of God knows no bounds and 
extends to everyone, without 
exception” (“Bull of Indiction,” 
no. 24). 

Please see the Diocese of New 
Ulm Web site for more on the 
Year of Mercy and for a schedule 
of events and resources, as well 
as for prayers and the Church’s 
teaching on mercy (www.dnu.
org/year-of-mercy).

Tragedies
We read about so many 
horrendous tragedies in our 
world today. What can we do? 
We can show mercy. The last of 
the spiritual works of mercy is to 
pray for the living and the dead. 
We can ask God through prayer 
to draw good from the evil done 
and to restore value where value 
has been lost in some way. Let 
prayer be our fi rst act of mercy 
during the coming holy year.

Advent and Christmas
Have a most blessed Advent and 
Christmas. Let the following 
words of Pope Francis guide us 
during this holy time of the year. 
“The time of Advent that we 
begin again today returns us to 
the horizon of hope, a hope that 
does not disappoint because it 
is founded on the Word of God. 
A hope that does not disappoint, 
simply because the Lord never 
disappoints! He is faithful! The 
time of Advent that the Church 
celebrates in preparation for 
Christmas is a new journey of the 
people of God with Jesus Christ, 
our Shepherd, who guides us in 
history towards the completion of 
the Kingdom of God” (Angelus, 
Dec. 1, 2013).

Bishop LeVoir’s December 
2015 calendar can be found at
www.dnu.org/calendar/.
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Merry Christmas 
to all of our readers from

Th e Prairie Catholic staff .

May the
Miracle of the 
fi rst Christmas 
fi ll your heart 
with joy!

Italy Tour
with Bishop John M. LeVoir

PADRE PIO, SORRENTO, AND ROME
SEPT. 7-16, 2016
$3895 plus airfareContact: 

Magi Travel, Inc.
952-949-0065
info@magitravelinec.com
www.magitravelinc.com
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by Debra Skelley Blaschko
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

NORTH MANKATO – Joining 
the Pastoral Center staff of the 
Diocese of New Ulm Dec.1 as 
director of Development and 
Healing Ministries is Deacon 
Michael McKeown. He replaces 
Wayne Pelzel in the diocese’s 
Development offi ce. 

As Development director, 
Deacon McKeown will cultivate 
charitable giving among the 
people of the diocese, oversee 
the Diocesan Ministries Appeal, 
and coordinate grant writing. 
In addition, he will be available 
to assist parishes with planned 
giving and share ways to 
maximize their investments.

Before starting his new job, 
Deacon McKeown worked as 
a fi eld agent for the Knights of 
Columbus, where he was skilled 
in estate planning, tax laws, and 
retirement planning. He helped 
families with insurance needs 
and gave fi nancial presentations 
to KC councils.

He has also been a 
manufacturer’s representative 

for furniture companies and 
has experience as a broker’s 
assistant.

Bishop John M. LeVoir was 
looking forward to the arrival 
of Deacon McKeown in the 
Development offi ce, saying that 
he will have the opportunity to 
take the successes of the past 
even further.

“One of the success stories is the 
Diocesan Ministries Appeal,” 
he said. “The DMA funds the 
ministries of the Diocese of New 
Ulm, as well as parish projects.  
Each year since its inception, 
the DMA has exceeded its goal, 
thanks to the generosity of the 
people of the diocese.”  

“I expect that Deacon McKeown 
will continue to build upon the 
achievements of the past and 
to offer fresh insights to help 
us to fund the ministries of the 
diocese,” the bishop added.

As director of Healing 
Ministries, Deacon McKeown 
will coordinate efforts in 
spiritual healing based on Neal 
Lozano’s work, which is outlined 
in his book “Unbound.” He 
participated in an Unbound 
training conference in Seattle last 
year and gained some practical 
experience in the ministry in 
the Archdiocese of St. Paul and 
Minneapolis.

“I want to help the parishes 
on the fi nancial and spiritual 
ends,” said Deacon McKeown 
said about his combined 
appointments. “Although 
development and healing are 
very different ministries, I feel 
this opportunity is a good fi t for 
me and I look forward to serving 
the parishes in our diocese.”

“The human person has physical, 
mental and spiritual aspects, and 
when it comes to healing we 
need to address all of them,” said 
Deacon McKeown.

The deacon explained that people 
usually seek spiritual healing in 
addition to seeing their medical 
doctor or a counselor. Spiritual 
healing often deals with areas of 
a people’s lives where they feel 
stuck in their relationship with 
God or other people and want 
to address the roadblocks or 
barriers holding them back.

They may be dealing with 
anything from a lack of 
forgiveness, to fear, trauma, or 
past spiritual wounds, he said.

Bishop LeVoir explained that 
the Healing Ministry offi ce is 
an essential part of the mission 
of the Church, according to the 
Holy Father. “Pope Francis has 
reminded us that many people 
suffer spiritual wounds in their 
lives.  He has called the Church 
a fi eld hospital where people can 
receive healing through the grace 
of Jesus Christ.  Through prayer, 
people can be healed by Jesus,” 
he said.

Deacon McKeown and his wife, 
Gina, reside in Seaforth with the 
youngest of their six children. As 
a deacon, he serves the Church 
of St. Mary in Seaforth and the 
other parishes in the Light of the 
World Area Faith Community.
He wa s a member of the fi rst 
class of deacons to be ordained 
for the diocese in April 2012.

Editor’s note: Debra Skelley 
Blashko and her husband, 
Deacon Russell Blaschko, are 
members of Holy Rosary Parish 
in North Mankato.

by Sr. Candace Fier

Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, 
has proclaimed an Extraordinary 
Jubilee of Mercy, which began on 
Dec. 8. During this time, he calls 
the Church to lift up the families 
of the world in a special way. This 
is so that they may be renewed 
through the consolation, pardon, 
and hope that this year provides.

Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, 
president of the Pontifi cal Council 
for the Family, explained the 
deeper meaning of this “Jubilee 
of Families” in a quote on his 
organization’s Web site:

“Mercy is what keeps the doors 
of churches and houses from 
staying closed. Families need to 
go through a holy door, opened 
by the love of God, in order to 
learn how to open the door of 
their homes, abandoning the 
temptation of self-referentality, 
and to build a more just and 
united world, as Pope Francis has 
repeated ….”  

In his address at the Festival 
of Families during the World 
Meeting of Families in 
Philadelphia this past September, 
Pope Francis also stressed caring 
for children and grandparents as 
a special way to secure our hopes 
in the future of this world through 
the family:

“Children and young people 
are the future; they are our 
strength; they are what keep us 
moving forward. They are the 
ones in whom we put our hope. 
Grandparents are a family’s 
memory. They are the ones who 
gave us the faith; they passed the 
faith on to us.

“Taking care of grandparents 
and taking care of children is a 
sign of love – I’m not sure if it 
is the greatest, but for the family 
I would say that it is the most 
promising – because it promises 
the future. A people 
incapable of caring 
for children and 
caring for the 
elderly is a people 
without a future, 
because it lacks the 
strength and the 
memory needed to 
move forward.

“The family is 
beautiful, but it 
takes hard work; it 

brings problems …. Let us care 
for the family. Let us defend the 
family, because there our future is 
at stake.” 

The Jubilee of Families within the 
Extraordinary Year of Mercy is 
a special way for us to focus our 
attention on care for our families 
and to extend to family members 
our pardon and mercy. It will be 
celebrated at St. Peter’s in Rome 
on Sunday, Dec. 27, 2015.

In the Diocese of New Ulm, we 
will be celebrating this jubilee 
on Sunday, Jan. 3, 2016, with 
Mass at 10 a.m. at the Cathedral 
of the Holy Trinity in New Ulm 
followed by a reception.

The celebration of this Mass 
will incorporate three symbols 
of God’s love and mercy toward 
his people: the Holy Door of 
Mercy, the nativity scene, and 
the crucifi x. As an immediate 
spiritual preparation for the 
jubilee, a nine-day novena will 
be made available through 
the parishes and posted on the 
diocesan Web site, www.dnu.org, 
for families to pray together.

The novena will have a prayer 
along with suggested family 
activities, readings, etc. We 
encourage all families to pray the 
novena together, whether they 
will be attending the celebration 
at the Cathedral or joining the 
celebration spiritually from their 
own home parishes.

All families planning to attend the 
Mass for the Jubilee of Families 
are asked to enter the Cathedral 
through the Holy Door of Mercy, 
the main door at the front of the 
building on State Street. Let us 
join together as a diocesan family 
to celebrate and uplift all families 
of the world on Jan. 3.

We look forward to seeing you 
there.

Editor’s note: 
Sr. Candace Fier, 
ISSM, is director 
of the Offi ce of 
Family Life for 
the Diocese of 
New Ulm.

Special Jubilee of Families 
Jan. 3 at the Cathedral 

Deacon Mike McKeown appointed 
director of Development, Healing Ministry

Deacon Mike McKeown

Have you been married 65 years or more?
The Prairie Catholic will once again honor couples who are members of a parish in the Diocese of New Ulm 
and will be celebrating a 65th or 70th (or beyond) wedding anniversary in the year 2016. There is no charge for 
this listing. Complete the formor  below and return it, along with a current photograph (no newspaper clippings 
please), by Dec. 31, 2015 to The Prairie Catholic, 1421 6th Street North, New Ulm, MN 56073, or e-mail them 
to cclancy@dnu.org. Your announcement will be featured in the February 2016 edition.

Groom’s Name: ____________________________________________
Bride’s MAIDEN Name: ____________________________________
Parish and City Where You Were Married: ___________________________
________________________________________________________
Date Married: ______________    Number of Years Married As of Dec. 31, 2016: ___________________
Current Parish: ____________________________________ City: _____________________
Contact Phone Number or E-mail: ____________________________________________________________

Please note: Only couples 
who have not been 
recognized within the last 
fi ve years will be featured 
in the February edition.
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No Tengas Miedo
El Año Santo de la Misericordia

por Obispo John M. LeVoir

El 13 de Marzo de este año, el 
Papa Francisco convocó el Jubileo 
Extraordinario, Año Santo de 
la Misericordia. El Año Santo 
comenzará este 8 de diciembre, 
la solemnidad de la Inmaculada 
Concepción y concluirá el 20 de 
diciembre, 2016, la Solemnidad de 
Nuestro Señor Jesucristo, Rey del 
Universo. 

El tema del Año Santo es: “Sed 
misericordiosos, como vuestro Pa-
dre es misericordioso” (Lc. 6:36). 

En su “bula de convocación” o 
proclamación del jubileo Extraor-
dinario de la Misericordia, el Papa 
Francisco explica su razón de 
inagurar el Año Santo: “A veces 
somos llamados a mirar con más 
atención en la misericordia para 
llegar a ser un signo más efi caz 
de la acción del Padre en nuestras 
vidas. Por esta razón convocó el 
Jubileo Extraordinario como un 
momento especial para la Iglesia, 
un tiempo para que el testimonio 
de los creyentes pueda crecer con 
más efectividad” (“Misericordiae 
Vultus” (“El rostro de la Miseri-
cordia”), en lo sucesivo “Bula del 
jubileo,” no. 2).

Así pues, durante este Año Santo, 
el Papa nos pide que mostremos 
misericordia y por ende ser testi-
gos de la misericordia.

¿Qué es la misericordia? Recuerdo 
cómo San Juan Pablo II describió 
la misericordia en su encíclica 
“Rico en Misericordia,” emitido el 
30 de noviembre de 1980. El es-
cribió: “la misericordia se manifi -
esta en su aspecto verdadero y pro-
pio, cuando revalida, promueve y 
extrae el bien de todas las formas 
de mal existentes en el mundo y en 
el hombre. Así entendida, consti-
tuye el contenido fundamental del 
mensaje mesiánico de Cristo y la 
fuerza constitutiva de su misión.” 
(“Dives in Misericordia” (“rico en 
misericordia,” no. 6).

Así, la misericordia está restau-
rando a valorar donde el valor se 
ha perdido a través de la tragedia 
física y el pecado. Se trata del bien 
de todas las formas de maldad en 
el mundo, el mal físico y moral.

¿Quién nos proporciona un 
ejemplo de misericordia, para 

que podamos ver la misericordia 
de forma concreta? “Jesucristo 
es el rostro de la misericordia del 
Padre. El misterio de la fe cristiana 
parece encontrar su síntesis en esta 
palabra. Ella se ha vuelto viva, 
visible y ha alcanzado su culmen 
en Jesús de Nazaret. (“bula de 
convocación.” no. 1).

Por consiguiente, si vamos a ser 
testigos de la misericordia, debe-
mos ser imitadores de Jesucristo. 
“Con la mirada fi ja en Jesús y en 
su rostro misericordioso podemos 
percibir el amor de la Santísima 
Trinidad. La misión que Jesús ha 
recibido del Padre ha sido la de 
revelar el misterio del amor divino 
en plenitud.” (“bula de convo-
cación,” no. 8).

El Papa Francisco escribe: “Sus 
relaciones con las personas que se 
le acercan dejan ver algo único e 
irrepetible. Los signos que realiza, 
sobre todo hacia los pecadores, ha-
cia las personas pobres, excluidas, 
enfermas y sufrientes llevan consi-
go el distintivo de la misericordia. 
En Él todo habla de misericordia. 
(“bula de convocación,” no. 8).

Hoy en día ¿cómo podemos 
imitar a Jesús y ser testigos de la 
misericordia? El Papa Francisco 
nos llama a vivir las obras de la 
misericordia corporal y espiritual, 
así como Jesús vivió estas obras 
de misericordia. “Es mi vivo deseo 
que el pueblo cristiano refl ex-
ione durante el Jubileo sobre las 
obras de misericordia corporales 
y espirituales” (“bula de convo-
cación”, no. 15).

“Jesús presenta estas obras de mi-
sericordia para que podamos dar-
nos cuenta si vivimos o no como 
discípulos suyos. Redescubramos 
las obras de misericordia corpora-
les: dar de comer al hambriento, 
dar de beber al sediento, vestir 
al desnudo, acoger al forastero, 
asistir los enfermos, visitar a los 
presos, enterrar a los muertos.

“Y no olvidemos las obras de mi-
sericordia espirituales: dar consejo 
al que lo necesita, enseñar al que 
no sabe, corregir al que yerra, 
consolar al triste, perdonar las 
ofensas, soportar con paciencia las 
personas molestas, rogar a Dios 
por los vivos y por los difuntos.” 
(“bula de convocación” no. 8).

Por la obra de la misericordia, 
trazamos el bien del mal y pro-
mover el bien en cara de todos los 
males que encontremos. Restau-
ramos  el valor donde el valor 
se ha perdido, ya sea corporal o 
espiritual, o ambos. Lo hacemos 
todo esto imitando a Jesucristo y 
en unión con él.

Por último, el Papa Francisco 
señala a Jesús en la cruz como la 
máxima expresión de la miseri-
cordia, en particular las palabras 
de Jesús cuando perdona a los 
que lo crucifi caron.  Jesús saca el 
bien del perdón de la maldad de su 
crucifi xión. A través del perdón, 
Jesús restaura el valor perdido por 
sus verdugos.

“Al pie de la cruz, María junto 
con Juan, el discípulo del amor, es 
testigo de las palabras de perdón 
que salen de la boca de Jesús. El 
perdón supremo ofrecido a quien 
lo ha crucifi cado nos muestra hasta 
dónde puede llegar la misericordia 
de Dios. María atestigua que la 
misericordia del Hijo de Dios no 
conoce límites y alcanza a todos 
sin excluir a ninguno.”  (“bula de 
convocación” no. 24).

Tragedias
Hoy en día leemos tantas tragedias 
que ocurren en nuestro mundo.  
¿Qué podemos hacer? Podemos 
mostrar misericordia. La obra de 
misericordia espiritual es orar por 
los vivos y los muertos. Que la 
oración sea nuestro primer acto de 
misericordia durante el próximo 
Año Santo.

El Adviento y La Navidad
Les deseo un Adviento y una 
Navidad lleno de bendiciones.  
Deje que las palabras del Papa 
Francisco nos guíen durante 
este Año Santo. “El tiempo de 
Adviento que iniciamos hoy nos 
regrese al horizonte de esperanza, 
una esperanza que no defrauda,   
porque se funda en la Palabra 
de Dios. Una esperanza que no 
defrauda,   simplemente porque el 
Señor nunca decepciona! Él es 
fi el! El tiempo de Adviento que la 
Iglesia celebra en preparación para 
la Navidad es un nuevo camino 
del pueblo de Dios con Jesucristo, 
nuestro Pastor, que nos guía en la 
historia hacia la realización del 
Reino de Dios” (Ángelus, 1 de 
diciembre 2013).

by Maggie Maslak
Catholic News Agency

MANCESTER, N.H. – Chiara 
Corbella Petrillo lived a short life. 

She met her husband Enrico 
Petrillo at age 18, became the 
mother of three children, and died 
at the age of 28. 

But what happened within those 
10 years has touched the hearts 
of thousands across the globe in 
the newly-released book “Chiara 
Corbella Petrillo: A Witness to 
Joy,” published by Sophia Institute 
Press earlier this year. 

“In the story of the Petrillo 
couple, many people recognize 
a providential consolation from 
heaven,” said Simone Troisi and 
Christiana Paccini, close friends 
of the Petrillos who wrote the 
biography of Chiara’s life. 

“They discover that in any 
situation, there is no real reason 
to be sad. This is because Chiara 
shows that if you have God as 
your guide, misfortunes do not 
exist,” they told CNA. 

Chiara and Enrico married in Italy 
on Sept. 21, 2008 after having met 
at Medjugorje in 2002. During the 
early years of their marriage, the 
young Italian couple faced many 
hardships together, including the 
death of two children, who both 
died only 30 minutes after birth. 

Chiara became pregnant a third 
time with their son, Francesco. 

However, the joyful news of their 
pregnancy also came with a fatal 
diagnosis of cancer for Chiara. 
Her cancer was an unusual lesion 
of the tongue, which was later 
discovered to be a carcinoma. 

Chiara rejected any treatment that 
could have saved her life during 
pregnancy because it would have 
risked the life of her unborn 
son. As the cancer progressed, 
it became diffi cult for Chiara to 
speak and see clearly, eventually 
making her fi nal days on earth 
particularly excruciating. 

“Her suffering became a holy 
place because it was the place 
where she encountered God,” 

Troisi and Paccini recalled.

Although many couples face 
hardships, Troisi and Paccini 
remembered something different 
about the Petrillos: They leaned 
on God’s grace which made their 
family particularly serene. They 
made peace with the reality that 
Chiara would never grow old with 
Enrico or watch Francesco grow 
up. 

During Chiara’s last days, Enrico 
embraced God’s grace just as 
Chiara did, saying, “If she is going 
to be with someone who loves 
her more than I, why should I be 
upset?” 

Chiara died on June 13, 2012 
at home in her wedding gown, 
surrounded by her family and 
friends. Although her earthly life 
was over, Chiara would continue 
to be a witness to joy.

Troisi and Paccini believe that 
Chiara’s legacy is still living on 
because she gave witness to the 
truth that “love exists.” Neither 
she nor Enrico were afraid of 
love, marriage, or of committing 
themselves to their family. 

According to the authors, the 
young couple showed how “the 
purpose of our life is to love.... To 
be married is a wonderful thing, 
an adventure that opens you up to 
Heaven in the home.” 

Chiara and Enrico’s remarkable 
story is “a story of salvation in 
which God shows himself as a 
faithful God: They trust in him 
and are not disappointed,” Troisi 
and Paccini stated. 

However, they were quick to 
note that Chiara was not “an 
extraordinary young woman, in a 
way that makes her different from 
us.” Rather, she struggled with 
many human fears and anxieties.

“She had the same questions that 
we have, the same objections 
and struggles, the same fears,” 
Troisi and Paccini noted, saying 
what made her different was her 
“capacity to cast everything on 
the Father, to welcome the grace 
needed for whatever step she had 
to make.”

‘A saint for our times’: the 
inspiring story of Chiara 
Corbella Petrillo 
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by Elise Harris
Catholic News Agency

VATICAN CITY – Hidden since 
the Jubilee of 2000, the Holy Door 
in St. Peter’s Basilica was revealed 
Nov. 17 as the brick wall covering 
it was removed in anticipation of 
the Holy Year of Mercy.

Cardinal Angelo Comastri, the 
Archpriest of St. Peter’s Basilica, 
led a special “recognitio” 

ceremony, culminating in the 
removal of the brick wall.

According to a Nov. 17 
communiqué from the Vatican, 
after the cardinal presided over 
a procession and brief prayer 
service, workers began to remove 
the wall brick by brick, beginning 
with the extraction of a small zinc 
box containing mementos from the 
Jubilee of 2000.

Opened with a type of blowtorch, 

by Nathan Knutson

NEW ULM – Pope Francis invites us to open the door 
to God’s mercy. The Holy Father declared last March 
that the Church will celebrate an extraordinary jubilee 
Holy Year of Mercy, beginning Dec. 8, 2015, the feast of 
the Immaculate Conception, and ending Nov. 20, 2016, 
the solemnity of Christ the King.

This holy year provides an “extraordinary path” to God, 
extending his merciful gaze, salvation, and grace to all 
the faithful who seek him.

Pope Francis invites the whole Church to “gaze even 
more attentively on mercy so that it may become a more 
effective sign of the Father’s action in our lives” (Pope 
Francis’ Bull of Indiction “Misericordiae Vultus” (“The 
Face of Mercy”), no. 3)

We last saw a jubilee year in 2000. As is customary for 
such a year, the Holy Door at St. Peter’s Basilica at the 
Vatican is opened ceremoniously. There is great spiritual 
signifi cance and historical symbolism in this ritual.

According to “Mondo Vaticano,” a Vatican encyclopedia, 
the designation of a Holy Door traces back to 1300, the 
fi rst jubilee year. The doors likely point back further to 
the ancient Christian practice of public penitence when 
sinners were given public penances to perform before 
receiving absolution.

The penitents were not to enter a church before 
completing penance, but they were solemnly welcomed 
back in when their penance was fulfi lled. This draws 
a beautiful correlation between the necessity of being 
in the state of grace for one’s reception of Holy 
Communion.

The ritual for opening the Holy Door at St. Peter’s 
Basilica goes back to 1499 when Pope Alexander 
VI opened the wooden doors on Christmas Eve to 
inaugurate the Holy Year 1500. The bronze door panels 
that stand at St. Peter’s today were consecrated and fi rst 
opened on Dec. 24, 1949, by Pius XII to proclaim the 
1950 Jubilee.

Even to this day, pilgrims to Rome enter the Basilica 
through the Holy Door as a sign of their repentance and 
recommitment to a life of faith.

For the Year of Mercy, individual “doors of mercy” 
are being designated at every Cathedral church, or in a 
church of special signifi cance, such as a shrine. Apart 

from the doors themselves, the journey to each of 
them, whether it be minutes or hours of travel, is also 
signifi cant.

“To reach the Holy Door in Rome or in any other place 
in the world, everyone, each according to his or her 
ability, will have to make a pilgrimage. This will be 
a sign that mercy is also a goal to reach and requires 
dedication and sacrifi ce. May pilgrimage be an impetus 
to conversion: By crossing the threshold of the Holy 
Door, we will fi nd the strength to embrace God’s mercy 
and dedicate ourselves to being merciful with others as 
the Father has been with us” (“The Face of Mercy,” no. 
14).

Bishop LeVoir will open our Holy Door at the Cathedral 
of the Holy Trinity in New Ulm on Sunday, Dec. 13 after 
a solemn procession from the Cathedral High School 
gymnasium beginning at 3 p.m. The designated Holy 
Door at the Cathedral is the main double door on State 
Street. The Bishop will then celebrate Mass followed by 
a reception in the church basement.

A Door of Mercy will also be opened at The Family 
Jubilee Schoenstatt Shine in Sleepy Eye on Saturday, 
Dec. 19 at 4 p.m. All are encouraged to make a 
pilgrimage to the Cathedral and Shrine to enter through 
the Holy Door. 

In doing so, one can gain a plenary indulgence, the 
complete remission of all temporal punishment due to 
sin. For more information, see the sidebar.

Pope Francis calls us all to a deeper sense of unity and 
charity during this holy year. “I have often thought about 
how the Church might make clear its mission of being a 
witness to mercy,” the pontiff said during a homily at a 
Vatican reconciliation service.

“It is a journey that begins with a spiritual conversion. 
For this reason, I have decided to call an extraordinary 
jubilee that is to have the mercy of God at its center. It 
shall be a Holy Year of Mercy. We want to live this year 
in the light of the Lord’s words: ‘Be merciful, just as 
your Father is merciful’ (Lk 6:36).”

May this extraordinary Year of Mercy awaken in us a 
spiritual renewal, opening the doors of our hearts to 
others, and ultimately our souls to God.

Editor’s note: Nathan Knutson is consultant for Sacred 
Music for the diocese and director of Sacred Music for 
the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in New Ulm. 

Indulgences
Like all previous Jubilees, the 
Jubilee Year of Mercy features a 
very special plenary indulgence 
(the complete remission of all 
temporal punishment due to sin). 
Pope Francis has decreed several 
opportunities for the faithful to 
gain indulgences during the Year of 
Mercy. 

What are indulgences?
The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church describes an indulgence 

as “a remission before God of the temporal punishment due to 
sins whose guilt has already been forgiven, which the faithful 
Christian who is duly disposed gains under certain prescribed 
conditions through the action of the Church which, as the 
minister of redemption, dispenses and applies with authority the 
treasury of the satisfactions of Christ and the saints” (no. 1471).

A plenary indulgence removes all of the temporal punishment 
due to sins (“plenary” means full or complete). Other 
indulgences are known simply as partial indulgences. 

To receive an indulgence
To obtain any indulgence, one must intend to gain the 
indulgence via the prescribed work. One must also be baptized, 
be in a state of grace, and not be excommunicated. 

In addition, the following usual conditions must be met to 
obtain a plenary indulgence: 

1.  Be truly repentant and receive sacramental absolution
     in the Sacrament of Reconciliation
2.  Receive Holy Communion
3.  Pray for the Holy Father’s intentions through the recitation 
     of one Our Father and one Hail Mary, or through the 
     recitation of another appropriate prayer for the pope’s 
     intentions
4.  Be totally detached from any inclination to sin, even
     from venial sins

The fi rst three actions may be fulfi lled within 20 days before or 
after the indulgence opportunity. However, it is most appropriate 
if they are all done on the same day as the prescribed work. 

Year of Mercy indulgences are extended to numerous others, 
such as the homebound, the imprisoned, and those performing 
spiritual and corporal works of mercy. For more information, 
visit www.dnu.org/year-of-mercy, or call 507-233-5320.

Opening the door to mercy leads to an 
extraordinary opportunity for faithful

Holy Door in St. Peter's 
uncovered as jubilee year nears 

A worker opens a zinc box that had been sealed in the wall 
enclosing the Holy Door in St. Peter’s Basilica on Nov. 17 as part 
of a “recognitio” ceremony at the Vatican. Pope Francis used the 
keys placed in the box at the end of the last jubilee year in 2000 
to open the Holy Door, inaugurating the Holy Year of Mercy, on 
Dec. 8.     (Photo courtesy of L'Osservatore Romano)

the box held several documents of 
certifi cation for the closure of the 
Holy Door in 2000. It also held the 
keys with which Pope Francis will 
open it Dec. 8 – the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception – when 
this year’s Extraordinary Jubilee of 
Mercy offi cially begins.

Each of the four major basilicas in 
Rome has a Holy Door, which is 
normally sealed shut from the inside 
so that it cannot be opened. The 
doors are only opened during jubilee 
years so that pilgrims can enter 
through them in order to gain the 
plenary indulgence that is connected 
with the jubilee.
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by Debra Skelley Blaschko
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

NEW ULM – To the observant 
eye, there are lots of symbols to 
enrich your faith as you peruse 
the architecture and newly 
installed furnishings of the chapel 
in the diocese’s Pastoral Center. 

The steeple crockets (carved 
ornaments often used in medieval 
church architecture) are usually 
made with a fl oral motif. Instead 
of full fl owers, the crockets in the 
chapel have buds carved on the 
dark oak wood. These signify the 
new evangelization, according to 
liturgical artist and woodworker 
Alan Warmka.

“The new evangelization is young 
and blooming. It’s fresh and new,” 
said Warmka in an interview 
where he shared the importance 
of this project to him. “This is 
meaningful work. It leads people 
to God.” 

Warmka has been fl eshing out the 
architects’ design and creating 
the chapel’s altar, presider chair, 
ambo, tabernacle stand (reredos), 
and credence table for much of 
the past nine months.

The architects – YHR Partners 
of Moorhead, Minn. – did a 
wonderful job in designing the 
chapel, said Bishop John M. 
LeVoir of the Diocese of New 
Ulm.

“In order to show proper respect 
to the presence of Christ (in the 
tabernacle), as well as to draw 
people’s attention to the presence 
of Christ, the chapel is decorated 
beautifully,” he said. 

St. Patrick’s Guild in St. Paul was 
the consultant on the design, as 
was Fr. Paul van de Crommert, 
pastor of Holy Rosary parish in 
North Mankato, who led efforts 
to redesign the stunning Church 
of St. Aloysius in Olivia when he 
was pastor there.

Sr. Myriam Rose Shaffer, ACJ is 
director of the Offi ce of Worship 
for the New Ulm diocese. She 
underscored the importance of the 
chapel’s design.

“The beauty of sacred art and 
architecture is not an extra to the 
liturgy, but an integral part of it,” 
she said. “By refl ecting the beauty 
of God and heaven, the beauty of 
the new chapel furnishings aids 
our senses and imaginations as we 
participate in Mass, Eucharistic 

adoration, and prayer before the 
Blessed Sacrament.”

On the front of the ambo (pulpit) 
an angel is carved to represent 
Matthew, a lion for Mark, a bull 
for Luke and an eagle for John: 
the four evangelists. There are 15 
counties in the New Ulm diocese 
and their names are carved around 
the top of the base of the new 
altar as a reminder to pray for the 
people of the diocese.

“It is edifying to celebrate Mass in 
the chapel. The very design helps 
me to raise my mind and heart 
to God in prayer,” said Bishop 
LeVoir. He usually celebrates 
Mass at the chapel once a week 
for the Pastoral Center staff. 

“The Mass helps us to focus on 
Christ, the salvation he brought to 
the world, and his ministry,” said 
the bishop. “It is Christ’s ministry 
that the staff and I work to carry 
out in the diocese.”

Having a degree in education 
with an emphasis in architecture, 
Warmka used to build sets for 
advertisers. His designs would 
be used and then tossed out. “I’m 
grateful for the opportunity to do 
this type of work; it’s lasting,” he 
said.

Warmka was also excited to work 
on a traditional Gothic project 
that refl ects the German heritage 
of the diocese. We naturally 
associate spirituality with the 
Gothic style because that’s where 
it was seen for many years, he 
said.

“It’s interesting how after 
Vatican II, a lot of the traditional 
architecture was removed and 
destroyed,” said Warmka. 
Architecture styles have become 
simpler, creating spaces “more 
like an auditorium,” perhaps a 
beautiful space but without all 
the lines and angles of the Gothic 
style. 

Some people prefer the plain 
style, but as an artist, he is 
inspired by the great artists and 
architects who strived to create 
good geometric structures by 
using the golden ratio, also called 
divine proportion, he said.

“That is what beauty was defi ned 
as during the medieval time in 
history,” he said. “The old masters 
knew what they were doing.”

He noted that in medieval times, 
there was no shortage of laborers 
to do the intricate carving and 
building. Today some of those 
skills are rare or lost, in addition 
to being cost prohibitive. Much 
had to be taken into consideration 
when creating the Pastoral 
Center’s chapel, including cost 
and practicality. So, while some 
of the crockets were hand carved, 
many were created from a resin 
mold. 

Fr. van de Crommert said that the 

chapel is a work in progress and 
there will be many more steps to 
complete over time: some statues, 
more work on the pews, and 
further dressing up of the walls.

Chapel furnishings are being 
paid for by gifts from people in 
the diocese who have expressed 
an interest in doing something 
special for the chapel, said Wayne 
Pelzel, recently retired diocesan 
director of Development who 
helped to solicit donations. 

“I am very grateful to the 
generous donors who have funded 
the furnishings of the chapel. All 
are invited to come to the chapel 
to experience the beauty and to 
pray to Our Lord,” Bishop LeVoir 
said.

Editor’s note: Debra Skelley 
Blashko and her husband, Deacon 
Russell Blaschko, are members 
of Holy Rosary Parish in North 
Mankato.

Chapel’s sacred art and architecture an integral part of the liturgy

With Alan Warmka looking on, Bishop LeVoir examines closely 
the diocesan crest set into the back of the presider’s chair. 
According to Warmka, the crest was cut from natural stone with a 
water jet.                                                   (Photo by Chris Clancy)

The new chapel furnishings are the altar, the tabernacle stand, 
the presider’s chair, the ambo (pulpit), and the credence table. 
According to Fr. Paul van de Crommert, improvements yet to come 
include statues, work on the pews, and wall dressings.       
                                                                     (Photo by Dan Rossini)             

Alan Warmka (top left) installs the frame for the panels of the 
tabernacle stand or reredos with help from his brother Dean in 
the chapel of the Pastoral Center Nov. 6.    (Photo by Chris Clancy)
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According to the pastoral letter, 
“every man and woman, whether 
called to marriage or not, has a 
fundamental vocation of self-
giving, fruitful love in imitation of 
the Lord.”

The bishops describe pornography 
as the opposite of love – the 
love for which every individual 
is created. Instead, pornography 
creates “a disordered view of 
the person, because it is ordered 
toward use, as of a thing, rather 
than love, which pertains to 
persons.”

Pornography also “rejects the 
equal dignity and complementarity 
between man and woman and 
strikes at the heart of God’s plan 
for communion between persons,” 
the letter stated.

The bishops also identifi ed 
pornography as a gateway to other 
problems, such as masturbation, 
addiction, adultery, prostitution, 
domestic violence, abuse, and 
sex traffi cking. It also leads to a 
distorted view of human sexuality, 
and in some cases, damages 
the capacity for healthy, human 
intimacy.

Engaging in pornography might 
appear to some like a harmless, 
private affair, but the bishops 
pointed to multiple victims who 
are involved in its creation.
Many individuals and children 
portrayed in pornography are 
victims of human traffi cking and 
also forced into prostitution, the 
bishops wrote, citing a study by 
former litigation attorney and 
anti-porn advocacy leader Noel 
Bouche.

Deep wounds
The crisis of pornography infl icts 
deep wounds on many individuals, 
spouses, and families – including 
faithful Catholics, they said. 
Recognizing this danger and 
the reach of pornography within 
their own pastoral corners, the 
U.S. bishops were quick to point 
out that the Church is waiting to 
welcome those who are hurting.

“No wound is so deep, however, 
as to be out of the reach of Christ’s 
redeeming grace. The Church as a 

fi eld hospital is called to proclaim 
the truth of the human person in 
love,” the letter stated.

“You are beloved sons and 
daughters of the Father. Be not 
afraid to approach the altar of 
mercy and ask for forgiveness. 
Many good people struggle with 
this sin. You are not alone,” the 
bishops said.

For many, use of pornography 
has become an addiction, or at the 
very least, desensitizing. Because 
of this, many individuals will have 
to seek other help in addition to 
confession or spiritual direction.

Guidance offered
“We wish to specifi cally 
address Catholics in a range 
of circumstances and present 
opportunities for guidance, 
healing and grace,” the statement 
continued.

The bishops recommended 
counseling, coaching, 
accountability groups, 
conferences, and retreats as 
good options for recovering 
pornography users. Other tools 
like online monitoring software, 
couples therapy, and chastity 
education are also good resources.

“Freedom from pornography is a 
daily choice and calls for ongoing 
formation,” the pastoral letter said.

Parents also have a responsibility 
to protect their sons and daughters 
from the modern-day scourge of 
pornography. The bishops noted 
that the average age of children 
who are exposed to pornography 
is 11, meaning that there are many 
children who are even younger.

“Parents and guardians, protect 
your home! Be vigilant about 
the technology you allow into 
your home and be sensitive to the 
prevalence of sexual content in 
even mainstream television and 
fi lm and ease by which it comes 
through the Internet and mobile 
devices,” the letter stated.

A full list of USCCB-approved 
resources on recovering from 
pornography is available at: 
www.usccb.org/issues-and-
action/human-life-and-dignity/
pornography/index.cfm.

An ultrasound two weeks before 
Andy’s birth prompted their 
obstetrician to ask the couple to 
have the birth closer to Children’s 
Hospital as there was a possibility 
Andy would be born with an 
abdominal obstruction.

“All of a sudden this thought came 
in my mind that we’re not going 
to have a normal child,” Fred said, 
who didn’t say anything to Marcia 
about it. Concurrently, Marcia had 
her own suspicions.

 “They [the doctors] didn’t say 
anything right away,” about Down 
syndrome either before or after 
Andy was born, Marcia said.

Finally, the pediatrician came into 
Marcia’s room after looking Andy 
over and said more testing needed 
to be done about the obstruction, 
his platelet count was off, and 
there were signs that he had Down 
syndrome.

Expectations surpassed
“Then she said, ‘As parents you 
have the right to withhold the 
surgery,’” for the abdominal 
obstruction, Marcia said, which 
would inevitably have resulted 
in Andy dying. Fred and Marcia 
opted for the surgery, with 
Andy later requiring a few more 
surgeries to correct a heart defect. 

Though Andy is still monitored 
for aortic insuffi ciency, at 35 he 
is in good health. One goal the 
parents have had is for Andy to be 
independent, Fred said.

“Andy has surpassed all of our 
expectations,” Fred said. “He 
works in the community and pays 
taxes.”

After Andy the couple went on 
to have more children, Mark and 
Steve. There were also two kids 
from Fred’s previous marriage.

“You just take whatever blessing 
you get,” Marcia said of having 
children. “Life just went on.”

New Trisomy law
Were Andy born today, the 
LeVoirs’ experience would be 
different.

On May 14, 2015, Gov. Mark 
Dayton signed the Prenatal 
Trisomy Diagnosis Awareness Act. 
The legislation requires physicians 
to provide current information 

about Down syndrome and other 
Trisomy syndromes to expectant 
parents after testing shows that 
their child will likely be born with 
such a condition. 

“Physicians have to start giving 
parents up-to-date information 
about Down syndrome,” said 
Kathleen Forney, Down Syndrome 
Association of Minnesota 
executive director. 

“In absolutely no way do I 
consider providing written 
information a hardship,” said Dr. 
James Joyce, a family practice 
physician in Sleepy Eye. He added 
that a best practice as a physician 
is to provide information with 
every diagnosis.

Bad choices
According to Dr. Joyce, it is 85 to 
90 percent likely that parents will 
choose an abortion if Trisomy is 
discovered in a prenatal screening.

Even now a doctor will say, “Your 
screen came back positive, and 
in some cases, it is quite literally, 
‘When do you want to set up an 
appointment for termination?’” 
Forney said.

People who have Down syndrome 
have spectrums of ability, Forney 

said, so if incompetence is 
presumed, misinformed decisions 
can be made. Often at issue are the 
expectations and dreams parents 
have for their child prior to a 
diagnosis, she added.

“You can go ahead and dream for 
others, and they’re fantastic and 
exciting,” she said, explaining 
that it often just takes longer for 
children with Down syndrome to 
learn to do new things, like ride 
a bike, or tie shoes, with support 
and encouragement being the key.

“We all come with a blank canvas, 
we’re all lifelong learners, and 
we owe children with Down 
syndrome the same thing,” Forney 
said.

Prognosis for joy
Some children with Down 
Syndrome do live very short 
lives due to health complications 
early in life, Dr. Joyce said, 
remembering a funeral he recently 
attended for such a child who died 
near birth.

But for older patients he interacts 
with at his practice, Dr. Joyce 
is amazed at the happiness he 
witnesses. “The amount of 
pure joy they bring is pretty 
astounding,” he said.

Minnesota’s Prenatal Trisomy
Diagnosis Awareness Act

Summary 
Thanks to the work of the Minnesota Catholic Conference and a 
coalition of disability advocacy groups, expectant parents whose 
babies are diagnosed with Trisomy 13 (Patau syndrome), Trisomy 
18 (Edwards syndrome), and Trisomy 21 (Down syndrome) will 
receive accurate and supportive information from local and national 
organizations.

Why this bill is important 
1. It supports parents and children. It educates parents about their 
child’s condition, including physical, developmental, educational, and 
psychosocial outcomes; life expectancy; clinical course; intellectual 
and functional development, and treatment options. 

2. It improves patient-doctor communication. It supports parents 
during a critical period by providing helpful information. It provides 
doctors with the latest, most comprehensive, and evidence-based data 
on Trisomy 13, 18, or 21 for their patients. 

3. It creates awareness for Trisomy research and advocacy. It 
increases awareness for the three trisomies among the general public. 
It also creates opportunities for more research and advocacy.

What the bill doesn’t do 
1. Ban any medically-available procedures. 
2. Limit the ability of doctors to offer candid medical advice. 
3. Create additional costs, as the Minnesota Department of Health 
already has information about Trisomy 13, 18, and 21 on its Web site.

Advocates of new law hope information 
will lead parents to choose life
(Continued from page 1)

U.S. bishops describe 
pornography as the 
opposite of love
(Continued from page 1)
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NEW ULM – It’s all about 
fellowship.

That’s why thousands of 
Catholic teenagers stream to 
the National Catholic Youth 
Conference (NCYC) from all 
over the country every two years, 
according to Kevin Losleben, 
director of Youth and Young 
Adult Ministry for the Diocese of 
New Ulm. They want to be with 
other people their age who are 
excited about their faith, he said.

This year, over 150 high school 
students and 50 adult chaperones 
representing 21 parishes from 
the diocese attended NCYC, 
which was again held at Lucas 
Oil Stadium and the Indianapolis 
Convention Center in 
Indianapolis. They were among 
about 23,000 participants in the 
biannual three-day event.

Six buses carrying diocesan 
youth arrived in Indianapolis on 
Thursday, Nov. 19 following an 
overnight trip from Minnesota. 
The conference program began 

that day at noon.

It included Mass, prayer, keynote 
presentations, workshops, and 
opportunities to participate in 
reconciliation and adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament. 

Recreational activities, concerts, 

and exhibits were also part of the 
action-packed, faith-affi rming 
experience.

The principal celebrant for 
Saturday evening’s closing Mass 
was Cardinal Oscar Rodriguez 
Maradiaga of Tegucigalpa, 
Honduras. Celebrating the feast 

of Christ the King, he exhorted 
the young worshippers “to spread 
the kingdom of Jesus Christ” 
when they returned home. 

Another overnight bus ride took 
the diocesan contingent back to 
Minnesota, arriving by Sunday at 
midday.

NCYC is organized by the 
National Federation for Catholic 
Youth Ministry. The diocesan 
Offi ce of Youth and Young Adult 
Ministry coordinates participation 
of Catholic teenagers from 
parishes in the diocese.

by Debra Skelley Blaschko

How will we as a Church know 
how to minister to women and 
their families who seek healing 
from abortion in the Jubilee Year 
of Mercy? Vicki Thorn, founder 
of the National Offi ce for Post-
Abortion Reconciliation and 
Healing and Project Rachel, was 
in Owatonna, Minn., on Oct. 21 to 
address that question.

Thorn talked about how 
understanding the truth sets people 
free, but healing is a process that 
takes time and those who seek 
healing must be allowed to take 
those steps as they can handle 
them. The clergy and those who 
work or volunteer in positions that 
provide help for those wounded 
by abortion must know how to 
respond and empower those who 
seek healing.

One in three women in the U.S. 
has had an abortion. The rate for 
Hispanic and African American 
women is even higher. Who is this 
woman? She might be an angry 
church member, or she could be an 
older woman who is at a point of 
dealing with regret. She might be 
in denial. She might be a wife and 
mother who fi nds herself dealing 
with the past when miscarriage 

triggers the memory of the child 
she lost to abortion. 

The tragedy of abortion gives us 
an opportunity to proclaim that 
God is bigger than anything that 
we have done in this life. We live 
in a world where children have lost 
value, pregnancy is considered a 
disease, and abortion is viewed as 
a safe, legal medical procedure.

Realizing this, it is time to speak 
about the value of children and 
the family. Thorn suggests that 
“our churches need to be child-
friendly.” She encourages clergy to 
express the beauty of pregnancy by 
blessing women who are pregnant. 
Never judge someone who has had 
an abortion, rather love them like 
Jesus would, she said.

Thorn said that clergy and others 
involved with marriage preparation 
have an ideal opportunity to 
encourage couples to talk about 
past experiences that can cause 
problems in sexual intimacy later: 
past relationships, abortions, and 
pornography and other addictive 
behaviors.

If they need to be referred for 
counseling, have those resources 
available. Point out that healing 
can begin when a person invites 

God into his or her life. The 
door to healing can be opened 
by saying, “God, I give you 
permission to heal me.” 

The faithful need to be reminded 
that God is not sleeping when a 
baby is conceived; he consents – 
no matter what the circumstances 
of conception are, said Thorn. She 
encouraged priests and deacons 
to invite people to pray for an 
end to abortion and pray for those 
affected by the loss.

She briefl y talked about 
microchimerism: a phenomenon in 
which women harbor residual fetal 
cells from their children long after 
they’ve given birth. She wonders if 
this contributes to a mother being 
unable to forget a baby that was 
conceived in her body, whether 
brought to birth or lost through 
miscarriage, stillbirth, or abortion. 

Just as mothers have naturally 
occurring hormonal changes in 
their bodies due to pregnancies, 
fathers do, too. Thorn explained 
that fathers have been found 
to have a drop in testosterone 
about six weeks before the baby 
is born and a release of estrogen 
and cortisol hormones, which 
cause him to want to protect the 
baby. She described the process 

as changing the father from the 
hunter/aggressor to the protector/
nurturer. 

Just as pregnancy affects both 
mothers and fathers, abortion 
affects them both. Thorn suggested 
that men and women tend to heal 
in different ways. Women healing 
from abortion often process the 
experience using words. She may 
want to tell her story; but men 
often need something physical 
and concrete to help with healing. 
They might want to create a 
memorial for the lost child or plant 
a tree. 

Before age 25, the brain is 
not fully developed; so many 
women are unable to process a 
previous abortion until that brain 
development is complete. It also 
helps explain why some women 
choose abortion when they are in 
a crisis situation where their fi ght-
or-fl ight responses are driving their 
decisions. Their brain is in survival 
mode. Without an advocate to 
help them, these panicked girls 
can say yes to abortion when in 
ordinary life they may never have 
considered it a choice.

As we approach the Extraordinary 
Jubilee Year of Mercy declared 
by Pope Francis, there may be 

opportunities in our communities 
for hope and healing. For more 
information on how to prepare for 
these opportunities, visit www.
noparh.org. 

Thorn’s organization, the 
National Offi ce of Post-Abortion 
Reconciliation and Healing, is 
located in Milwaukee. NOPARH 
includes Project Rachel, which 
is composed of a network of 
specially trained clergy, spiritual 
directors, and therapists who 
provide compassionate one-on-one 
care to those who are struggling 
with the aftermath of abortion.

Project Rachel is designed to 
provide confi dential and skilled 
help to each individual who comes 
to the ministry. In the Diocese 
of New Ulm, Catholic Charities’ 
Sr. Lois Byrne, LICSW, is the 
Project Rachel point of contact. 
She has served for over 20 years 
as a Project Rachel counselor, 
including with Catholic Charities 
of North Dakota and the Diocese 
of Sioux Falls.

For Project Rachel resources and 
help for those affected by abortion, 
call Catholic Charities at 866-670-
5163.

Project Rachel provides healing for lives impacted by an abortion loss

Diocese well represented at National Catholic Youth Conference

Riders on Diocese of New Ulm bus #1 celebrate their arrival at the hotel Thursday morning prior to the start of the National Catholic 
Youth Conference Nov. 19-21 in Indianapolis. Teenagers on the bus were from parishes in Fairfax, Gibbon, New Ulm, Redwood Falls, 
and Winthrop.                                                                                                                                             (Photo by Michael Burns)
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GOD ALONE
SUFFICES

by Connie Rossini

How should we talk to God 
in our personal prayer time? 
One revered form of prayer is 
meditating on the mysteries 
of the faith, especially on the 
Gospels. The Catechism teaches:

“Meditation engages thought, 
imagination, emotion, and desire. 
...  Christian prayer tries above 
all to meditate on the mysteries 
of Christ, as in ‘lectio divina’ 
or the Rosary. This form of 
prayerful refl ection is of great 
value” (no. 2708).

When Catholics talk about 
meditation, we do not mean 
the same thing as Buddhists or 
Hindus. Eastern religions use a 
practice they call meditation to 
calm the mind, reach an altered 
state of consciousness, or become 
aware of one’s supposed union 
with the divine.

Authentic Christian meditation 
is completely different. The 
Christian meditates – that is, 
ponders – Scripture, the writings 
of the saints, or the mysteries 
of the Rosary in order to know 
and love God better. Christian 
meditation focuses on Christ and 
union with God through Christ.

This is the saints’ favorite way 
to pray. There are numerous 
methods of Christian meditation. 
The Rosary is a method of 
meditating on the lives of Mary 
and Jesus. It’s a great place to 
start for people who have never 
practiced mental prayer – praying 
from the heart. To pray the 
Rosary well, we try to engage our 
minds and our hearts. We ponder 
the mysteries, rather than letting 
our minds wander while we rattle 
off words.

In practicing mental prayer, we 
can also begin with mysteries of 
the faith. We can choose a short 
passage from the Gospel to read 
prayerfully, asking ourselves 
how the Holy Spirit may be 
speaking to us through it. We let 
the passage engage our heart, 
then express our love for God 
as a response to his Word. Here 
is a sample meditation method 
you can use at home for mental 
prayer.

1. Try to quiet your thoughts. Set 
aside your distractions. Turn your 
attention to Christ. Invite the 
Holy Spirit to guide your prayer.

2. Slowly read a passage of 
Scripture. If any verse moves 
your heart, stop reading. Speak 
to God about what you have 
read. Praise, thanksgiving, 
and adoration are especially 
appropriate.

3. When you feel you have run 
out of things to say, return to the 
passage and slowly read some 
more until another portion moves 
your heart. Repeat this step until 
you have spent a number of 
minutes in prayer.

4. Thank the Lord for the insight, 
inspiration, or encouragement he 
has given you during this prayer 
time.

5. Pray the Our Father. 

You can adjust this basic format 
to suit your personality. Some 
people use their imagination to 
place themselves in the midst of 
the Bible scene. Others start with 
a reading from a book by a saint. 
All Christian meditation engages 
the mind and the heart.

How long should you pray? 
Fifteen minutes is a good goal 
for people who are beginning 
to practice mental prayer. 
Gradually, you can increase that 
time to about thirty minutes a 
day. 

Meditating on the life of Christ, 
other Scripture or saints’ writings 
helps us practice a deeper level 
of prayer than the petitions we 
learned to pray as children. We 
focus our prayer on God, rather 
than ourselves and our desires. 
We learn to know him and love 
him better. This holy season is 
the perfect time to commit to 
trying Christian meditation.

Editor’s note: A parishioner of 
the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity 
in New Ulm, Connie Rossini 
recently published “Trusting 
God with St. Therese” and “A 
Spiritual Growth Plan for Your 
Choleric Child.” 

Meditating on the 
mysteries of the faith

NCCW resolution supports praying for 
peace throughout the Middle East
by Jan Noyes
DCCW President

Four resolutions for 2015-2016 
were passed at the National 
Council of Catholic Women 
Convention in Orlando this past 
September. They were:

1. To celebrate and support 
vocations to the consecrated life.

2. To provide information to 
NCCW members about the 
increasingly fast-paced use of 
technology by the media.

3. To encourage members to use 
and promote the NCCW website, 
www.nccw.org.

4. To promote daily recitation 
of the Angelus prayer for the 
intention of bringing an end to the 
persecution of Christians in the 
Middle East, especially in Iraq 
and Syria.

The Angelus invokes the powerful 
intercession of our Blessed 
Mother Mary. To help accomplish 
this fi nal resolution, the NCCW 
made the prayer available 
through its Web site. It can be 
found at www.nccw.org/Public/

Resolutions/Angelus_Prayer.aspx. 
Everyone is asked to pray it at 
least once daily.

The Angelus evolved from saying 
three Hail Marys following an 
evening bell around the 12th 
century to its present form in the 
16th century. During the Friday 
noontime Angelus, people would 
meditate on our Lord’s Passion. 
The Angelus as we know it today 
consists of three Hail Marys, with 
short verses in between, and an 
ending prayer.

The Angelus reminds us of the 
Annunciation, when the angel 
Gabriel appeared to Mary with 
great news. It points to Mary’s 
critical role in the Incarnation. 
In Luke’s Gospel she says, “Be 
it done unto me according to thy 
word” (1:38). This magnifi cent 
event could not have happened 
without Mary’s consent.

Although the Angelus has 
traditionally been said three times 
daily – at 6 a.m., noon, and 6 
p.m. – it can be prayed any time. 
The Angelus invites us to stop 
what we are doing, and turn our 
thoughts to God, the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, and our salvation.

Any diocese can propose an 
NCCW resolution. The Diocese 
of Peoria’s Council of Catholic 
Women presented the resolution 
to promote the Angelus in the 
hope that “continued prayer for 
the intercession of our Blessed 
Mother” would help to end “the 
persecution and genocide of 
Christians by terrorist groups,” 
especially in Iraq and Syria. 

“Our Holy Father has been 
appealing to the various nations 
and to Christians throughout 
the world to attempt to end the 
persecution somehow. The only 
thing we can do from here is to 
offer our prayers,” said Agnes 
Christman, the Diocese of Peoria’s 
CCW president.

“Our Lady is the most powerful 
intercessor of all,” she said. 
“Shouldn’t we be appealing to 
her?” 

Please share the Angelus prayer as 
you pray for our fellow Christians. 
This Christmas, let us work 
together to bring about peace 
on earth through our combined 
prayers.

2016 Diocesan Distinguished Service Award 
recipient nominations now being sought

This award is presented to members of the diocese in recognition of 
outstanding service in some leadership capacity to the Diocese of New 
Ulm. Up to fi ve awards will be presented by Bishop John M. LeVoir 
at the annual Bishop Lucker Lecture on March 7, 2016, in Redwood 
Falls. Forms for nominations, as well as a list of past recipients, are 
posted on the diocesan Web site, www.dnu.org, or contact Penny Forst 
at the diocesan Pastoral Center, 1421 6th Street North, New Ulm, MN 
56073; 507-359-2966; pforst@dnu.org.

DEADLINE FOR NOMINATIONS IS JAN. 4, 2016

by Ronda Mathiowetz
DCCW First Vice President

In preparation for Lent last 
year, I signed up to receive 
daily refl ections from www.
DynamicCatholic.com, the Web 
site of Matthew Kelly’s Dynamic 
Catholic Institute. The short 
videos and daily readings each 
day encouraged me to become the 
“best version of myself,” to better 
live my life for Christ.

There are many women in our 
parishes who strive to become 

the best versions of themselves 
by sharing themselves with their 
communities, local parishes, and 
especially their families. The New 
Ulm Diocesan Council of Catholic 
Women would like to recognize 
one special woman at our 25th 
annual convention. 

A group of three individuals may 
submit a nominee. More than one 
name may be submitted and names 
may be resubmitted if they have 
not previously received the award. 

Current diocesan CCW voting 

board members are not eligible.

Judging will be based on family 
commitment; participation in 
church activities, committees, 
and community activities; and 
activity in CCW on all levels. 
Years of active service in CCW are 
also considered. Your submittal 
is a summary of the merits of 
the candidate and will be kept 
confi dential until the honor is 
awarded, so gather data without 
talking directly to your nominee. 

Please honor someone by 
nominating them as an outstanding 
member of CCW – someone who 
has shown leadership and service 
in the parish and community, 
and has been a role model for 
family, church, and community. 
Nominations are due by Jan. 31, 
2016.
 
Join us at the DCCW Convention 
as Bishop John M. LeVoir presents 
the Woman of the Year award at St. 
Edward’s Church in Minneota on 
Saturday, April 23, 2016.

Nominations now being accepted for
2016 DCCW Woman of the Year
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For many Catholics, the 
most troubling aspect of the 
presidential campaign season 
is the feeling of political 
homelessness. Just when one of 
the candidates begins to sound 
sensible, something completely 
outrageous emerges out of his or 
her mouth. No single candida te 
seems to be addressing the many 
important policy questions of our 
day. 

Put simply, there are no 
prominent candidates for 
president of the United States 
who have a campaign platform 
that signifi cantly refl ects a 
consistent ethic of life or the 
principles of Catholic Social 
Doctrine. 

This is not altogether surprising. 
Catholics should always feel 
at least slightly uncomfortable 
working with candidates and 
political parties.

Candidates and parties are 
the amalgamation of a variety 
of ideological and economic 
interests, aims, and principles 
coalescing around individual 
persons. They are never going to 
refl ect fully the views of well-
formed Catholics or the Church.

Still, we are right to expect more 
from the candidates and to feel 
a little less politically alienated 
than many of us do. 

The candidates we deserve
What has transpired thus far 
in presidential debates, and 
in the media’s coverage of 
the campaign trail, does not 
refl ect positively on the state of 
political discourse and public 
life in America. But, we get the 
candidates and political culture 
we deserve. 

An unserious electorate puts 
up with a media culture 
driven by profi ts. Political 
debates are fi ltered through a 
prism of confl ict that focuses 
on personalities more than 
principles.

Candidates talk about, and thus 
the media highlight, the issues 
important to small groups of 
activists and delegates in the 

political parties to whom the 
candidates must pander, not 
necessarily those with the 
greatest impact on human dignity 
and the common good.

There is no room for nuanced 
positions, which can be 
manipulated and do not fi t into a 
soundbite safe for consumption 
by an electorate with a short 
attention span. 

Catholics must shoulder our 
share of the responsibility for the 
state of American politics. There 

are quite a few of us and we 
can have a big impact, at least 
numerically, as shown in the 
quadrennial discussions about 
winning “the Catholic vote.” 
(Whether such a thing even 
exists today – and it is doubtful – 
is another matter.) 

Catholics – either refusing to 
embrace the Gospel-centered 
principles of Catholic Social 
Doctrine and let those shape their 
political views, or alternatively, 
willfully ignorant of those 
principles – have instead been 
co-opted by partisan ideologies 
and have settled for candidates 
who think in abstractions and 
focus on rigid, “either/or” 
solutions to the issues. 

Transcending consumer 
politics
If we want the parties and 
candidates to more closely refl ect 
the views of Catholic Social 
Doctrine, then we must be the 
change we seek. 

For example, political party 
platforms are developed by party 
activists who attend precinct 
caucuses and who introduce 
resolutions to be included 
in the platform. In 
large measure, party 
platforms are made by 
the people who show 
up. 

In 2010, 19,273 people 
attended the Minnesota 
Republican caucuses, 
and 22,968 people 
attended the Minnesota 

Democratic caucuses. In 2012, 
those fi gures were 48,916 and 
17,376, respectively.

In other words, in an election 
year, between 40,000 and 65,000 
people – or roughly a little 
more than one percent of the 
state’s voting age population – 
are responsible for identifying 
the issues that are the focus of 
both campaigns and legislative 
sessions, as well as picking the 
candidates from which all of us 
must choose during an election 
cycle. 

Now, consider this: There are 
hundreds of thousands of voting-
age Catholics in Minnesota. 
If just a small fraction of us 
attended precinct caucuses and 
introduced resolutions, it could 
signifi cantly alter the face of our 
two major political parties.

Certainly, changing our political 
culture is more complicated than 
just showing up at the precinct 
caucuses, but such a Catholic 
presence could mark a signifi cant 
turning point in terms of aligning 
our politics more clearly with a 
consistent ethic of life. 

Politics is more than 
partisan political activity or 
electioneering. Fundamentally, 
it is about civic friendship, and 
there are numerous ways we 
can show solidarity with and 
concern for others.

But elections and the legislative 
process matter as well. Being a 
faithful citizen means working 
creatively to change the 
dynamics and structures that 
impede the common good. 

Editor’s note: 
Jason Adkins is 
executive director 
of the Minnesota 
Catholic 
Conference.

Ending political homelessness

by Jason Adkins

Pope Francis’ recent speeches to 
Congress and to the United Nations 
were models of Church engagement 
in the public arena. By reframing 
the task of politics and anchoring 
policy debates to the natural 
law, both messages were radical 
critiques of the prevailing culture 
of each institution and should serve 
as an examination of conscience 
for public offi cials at all levels of 
government. 

Politics serves the common good
From the beginning of his remarks 
to Congress, Pope Francis stressed 
that the task of politics is to serve 
the common good. This may seem 
obvious, but the reality is that 
modern political thought has often 
characterized politics as a battle for 
power. 

For example, when one hears the 
word “politics,” the fi rst thing that 
often comes to mind is elections, 
rather than a rational debate 
about how we order our lives as a 
community. 

Pope Francis is reminding us of the 
classical vision of politics, and the 
nobility of its task. Politics, as he 
has said, is one of the highest forms 
of charity because it serves the 
common good. 

According to Pope Francis, we 
need public fi gures who have a 
spirit of openness and pragmatism, 
leaders who can put aside political 
ideology and the concerns of special 
interests to work for the well-being 
of everyone, and not just the well-
being of donors, parties, interest 
groups, or their own ambitions.

In other words, politics requires 
persons of virtue. Surely, this was 
the message the U.S. Congress 
needed to hear above all others. 

Models of political virtue
Rather than speaking abstractly 
about the necessary virtues needed 
to renew American public life, Pope 
Francis highlighted the witness of 
four Americans who embody these 
virtues: Abraham Lincoln, Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Dorothy Day, and 
Thomas Merton. 

Pope Francis indicated that both 
Lincoln and Dr. King are models 
because they called on America to 
create “a new birth of freedom” for 
everyone, and without exclusion. 
The ordered liberty for which 
they called is rooted in America’s 

founding principles, namely, that all 
men are created equal and endowed 
by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights. 

Lincoln repeatedly stressed that 
the American experiment in self-
government and ordered liberty was 
a proposition, not a fact, meaning 
that it had to constantly be proven 
true. 

Dr. King reminded us in his Letter 
from a Birmingham Jail that our 
measuring stick in this task of 
renewing the American experiment 
is the Bible and the natural law. 
Building on this theme in his 
speech to the United Nations, Pope 
Francis stressed the importance 
of the natural law as the guiding 
principle of that body’s international 
development goals. 

Paradoxically, Dorothy Day was 
cited by Pope Francis as a model 
of political virtue even though she 
rarely voted. She embodied the 
principle that politics is about civic 
friendship and showing solidarity 
with others, particularly the poor, 
rather than the power struggles of 
elites.

She calls us to encounter those at 
the margins, and live among them. 
Rather than focus on top-down 
political schemes to change society, 
we must bui ld a new society from 
the bottom up, starting with one’s 
own soul, and then reaching out to 
the local community. 

Finally, Pope Francis called 
attention to the Trappist monk 
Thomas Merton, whose witness 
is a deep challenge to the noise 
and rancor that pollutes our daily 
environment, especially our political 
discourse.

In the quiet of the contemplative 
life we may, with Thomas Merton, 
discover the inner wellspring of 
grace to be people of peace – people 
who reach out across divides 
and overcome obstacles to bring 
reconciliation and dialogue. Such 
prayerful witnesses may forge new 
paths once thought unthinkable. 

For those troubled by the Church’s 
presence in the public arena, Dr. 
King clarifi ed that the church does 
not seek to run the state, but instead 
to be the conscience of the state. 
Pope Francis’s political examination 
of conscience reminds us of the 
political virtues necessary for the 
challenges of today.

Ta k e
Action!
Go to www.mncc.org/mn-caucusing-cheat-sheet for instructions 
on how to participate in a Minnesota precinct caucus and to 
download a list of recommended resolutions.

A political examination
of conscienceFaith in the 

Public Arena
                 by Jason Adkins



around the diocese

The Prairie Catholic                  Page 11             December  2015                        

Upcoming events
The Good Shepherd SERRA 
club meets the fi rst Thursday of 
every month at Divine Providence 
Community Home in Sleepy 
Eye, starting with Rosary and 
Mass in the chapel at 6:30 p.m. 
On Jan. 7 Sr. Brenda McHugh 
of the Daughters of St. Mary of 
Providence, Sleepy Eye, will share 
her vocation story.  Everyone is 
welcome. Please consider joining 
SERRA; our vocation is praying 
for vocations. Contact Annette 
Rohlik at 507-747-2181 for more 
information.

Virtual Learning Community 
for Faith Formation (VLCFF) 
Cycle 1 will be Jan. 10 – Feb. 13, 
2016, with registration closing Jan. 
6. Certifi cates for catechists, youth 
ministers, and social concerns 
committee members are available. 
For course information or to 
register, visit http://vlc.udayton.
edu. Scholarships are available 
for those involved in catechetical 
ministry; contact Bryan Reising at 
507-233-5324 or breising@dnu.
org.

Riverbend TEC (Together 

Encountering Christ) will host 
a retreat Jan. 16-18, 2016, in 
Winsted at the Church of the 
Holy Trinity. TEC is a three-day 
retreat experience that focuses 
on the Paschal Mystery of Jesus 
Christ. For more information, 
call 507-829-2412 or visit www.
riverbendtec.org.

The Diocese of New Ulm will 
celebrate the World Day for 
Consecrated Life with a Mass 
and reception on Saturday, Jan. 
16, 2016, 5-7 p.m. at the Church 
of St. Philip, Litchfi eld. Everyone 
is invited to join Bishop John M. 
LeVoir and religious communities 
present in the diocese to recognize 
the gift of consecrated persons 
throughout the world and their 
contributions to the Church.

The Diocese of New Ulm will 
mark the International Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity, Jan. 
18-25, 2016, with an ecumenical 
prayer service on Sunday, Jan. 24, 
at 2 p.m. at the First Presbyterian 
Church, Redwood Falls. Contact 
the diocesan Offi ce of Worship, 
507-233-5320, mshaffer@dnu.org.

NEW ULM – The Cathedral chorale and schola sing “God is the Lord of All” by George Frederic 
Handel at the second annual St. Cecelia Concert at the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in New Ulm 
on Nov. 22. The group was accompanied by Nathan Knutson, the Cathedral’s director of Sacred 
Music, on piano and Tom Bierer on trumpet. This year’s event was held in honor of Msgr. John 
Richter (bottom right), senior associate and recently retired rector of the Cathedral of the Holy 
Trinity, for his 50-plus years of service as a priest of the Diocese of New Ulm and his stalwart 
commitment to Catholic education.                                                               (Photo by Dan Rossini)

NEW ULM – The Cathedral High School choir performs at the 30th annual NUACS Fr. 
Alexander Berghold Society recognition dinner at the New Ulm Country Club on Nov. 7. The 
dinner honored those who contributed $250 or more to the New Ulm Area Catholic School’s 
annual appeal. The society is named after the founder of the Catholic school system in New 
Ulm. The evening also included prayer led by Bishop John M. LeVoir, dinner, keynote speech 
by CHS senior Jenessa Rothmeier, and special thanks from NUACS Development director Sara 
Rieland. This year’s appeal raised over $125,000 for the school system to help meet its operating 
costs. Since its founding in 1985, the society, which is made up of NUACS alumni and current 
and past parents, has raised over $2,250,000 for the school system.              
                                                                                                               (Photo by Kelsey Sabatino) 

Song of gratitude
30th annual Berghold Society recognition dinner held

Celebrating sacred music
PROTECT WOMEN

SUPPORT THE LICENSING AND INSPECTION OF
 MINNESOTA ABORTION FACILITIES

The Minnesota Catholic Conference, the united voice of the Catholic 
bishops of Minnesota on public policy matters at both state and federal 
levels, urges us to call Governor Mark Dayton at 800-657-3717 and ask 
him to support HF 606/SF 616. We should share this message: 

“Please support legislation HF 606/SF 616 to promote the health and 
safety of Minnesota women. Ensure abortion providers are following 
laws related to abortion and the disposition of fetal remains. This 
legislation applies similar, common-sense regulations to abortion 
facilities that other outpatient surgical centers must follow. Existing 
regulations are not enough.” 

All abortion facilities should be held to the same basic standards 
of patient care as other facilities that perform outpatient 
surgery. The bill applies existing state licensing requirements for 
outpatient surgical centers to abortion facilities that perform 10 
or more abortions per month, and authorizes the commissioner of 
health to perform inspections of abortion facilities (no more than two 
times per year).

 The state already regulates facilities ranging from hotels and 
nursing homes to cosmetology salons and tattoo parlors. Why 
should women who are entering abortion facilities be excluded from 
the type of protection we offer women who are entering a nail salon?

 Unsafe abortion facilities and unscrupulous abortionists have 
been discovered in numerous other states. Our state currently 
lacks the ability to determine if the same dangerous conditions are 
present in certain Minnesota facilities.  

 Minnesota abortion providers should not profi t from the sale of 
fetal tissue. The recent Planned Parenthood videos indicate that bio-
labs are procuring fetal tissue from abortion providers in Minnesota. 
We need to know who may be breaking Minnesota law. 

Contact the Diocese of New 
Ulm Offi  ce of Development

507-359-2966

Don’t park it. Donate it.

Seminarians
Catholic Charities
Parish of your choice
Bishop LeVoir Catholic School Scholarship Fund

Proceeds go to a ministry of your choice:

DIOCESE OF NEW ULM Cars for Charity
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PARIS (CNA/EWTN News) 
– In his speech at the COP-21 
climate summit in Paris, the 
Vatican’s Secretary of State 
urged global leaders to orient 
their discussion toward a clear 
ethical objective, one that puts 
the human person, the poor in 
particular, at the center.

Outlining three key pillars for 
a “global and transformative 
agreement” on how to address 
the problem of climate change, 
Cardinal Pietro Parolin said Nov. 
30 that the fi rst consists of “the 
adoption of a clear ethical orienta-
tion, which inspires the motives 
and goals of the agreement to be 
implemented.”

It’s both the most vulnerable and 
future generations who are most 
impacted by climate change, he 
said, noting that these people 
often have no blame themselves.

Faced with growing concern 
surrounding the environment, the 
cardinal stressed that we can’t 
let ourselves become isolated by 
social or political barriers.

“We are one human family and 
that there is no room for the so-
called globalization of indiffer-
ence,” he said, adding that the 
urgency of the situation calls for 
“the widest possible collabora-
tion” in order to formulate a com-
mon, concrete plan.

It’s important, he said, “that this 
agreement is centered on the 
recognition both of the ethical 
imperative to act in a context of 
global solidarity, and of the com-
mon but differing responsibility 
of each person, according to their 
ability and condition.”

The summit took place in Paris 
Nov. 30 – Dec. 11 and hosted 
leaders from 150 nations, in addi-
tion to 40,000 delegates from 195 
countries, CNN reports.

The goal of the discussion was 
to reach an agreement on legally 
binding reductions of greenhouse 
gas emissions. The reductions are 
intended to hold global average 
temperatures under a two degrees 
Celsius increase over preindus-
trial global temperatures, accord-
ing to CNN.

GENEVA, Switzerland (CNA/
EWTN News) – No longer rel-
egated to mere science-fi ction, 
robots – built to kill people – 
play an increasing role in fi ghting 
terrorism alongside other new 
weapons of war.

But what’s resulting in a mount-
ing headache for the United 
Nations in terms of checks and 
sanctions is actually something 

that the Church can and should 
speak to, say Catholic leaders, 
including the Vatican.

With the nickname “killer ro-
bots,” fully autonomous weapons 
are designed with the ability to 
choose and engage targets without 
human involvement. Drones, a 
prototype for this kind of artillery, 
are already in use by multiple 
countries across the globe includ-
ing the United States, Russia, 
China and the U.K.

At the UN’s Geneva “Conven-
tion on Inhumane Weapons” in 
early November, representatives 
from the Holy See highlighted the 
questionable aspects of a specifi c 
document called the “Agreement 
on Explosive Remnants of War,” 
also known as “Protocol 5.”

“Given an ethical responsibility 

and the effort to provide for a 
peaceful and stable future world 
order, all participants share the 
responsibility to protect every 
single person on grounds of his 
or her own dignity,” said Msgr. 
Richard Gyhra, chief secretary of 
the Holy See’s UN embassy.

The aim of November’s UN 
meeting was to prohibit or restrict 
the use of weapons, by which 
soldiers suffer unnecessarily or 
unjustifi ably and which may harm 
civilians in a random manner.

The most urgent issue up for 
discussion at the event was the 
proposed preventive ban on fully 
autonomous weapons, which were 
described as especially danger-
ous due to their ability to select 
targets and attack them without 
any human intervention.
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Advent and Christmas
Messages

from Bishop John M. LeVoir
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