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NEW ULM – Two new lawsuits have been filed against the Diocese of New Ulm concerning David Roney, a 
deceased priest of the diocese. 
 
The lawsuits, filed Sept. 13, 2013, in the Fifth Judicial District Court for the State of Minnesota, allege that Roney 
sexually abused two female minors while serving as pastor at St. Mary’s Parish in Willmar and another female 
minor while serving as pastor at St. Francis Parish in Benson.  
 
The lawsuits claim the diocese “knew or should have known that Roney was a danger to children” at the time of the 
alleged abuse. 
 
Roney was ordained a priest for the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis in August of 1945. He became a priest 
of the Diocese of New Ulm when it was established in 1957, going on to serve as pastor at five parishes until his 
retirement in 1993. Roney died in 2003. 
Like the lawsuit filed against the diocese June 18, 2013, alleging sexual abuse of a minor by Fr. Francis Markey, the 
Roney lawsuits were filed as a result of the Child Victims Act, which was passed by the Minnesota legislature last 
May. The act removes the statute of limitations by allowing alleged past victims to bring forward any case, no 
matter how old it is, for a three-year period.  
 
Under previous Minnesota law, sexual abuse victims 18 years old and under had until they were 24 to file a lawsuit. 
 
In a statement released Sept. 16, the diocese said it would be investigating the claims in the new lawsuits but had no 
facts to report about them at the time. 
 
It also expressed its regret for the “long-lasting and devastating effects of sexual misconduct on the part of clergy” 
and encouraged those who had suffered from sexual abuse by a priest, deacon, pastor, or pastoral administrator to 
contact the diocese’s victim assistance coordinator or the bishop’s delegate in matters pertaining to sexual 
misconduct. 
 
In a letter sent to St. Mary and St. Francis parishioners Sept. 18, Bishop John M. LeVoir expressed his commitment 
“to offering hope, healing, and reconciliation” for those affected by sexual misconduct on the part of clergy, and 
asked all to join him in prayer. 
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