
Diocese named in lawsuit involving deceased priest 
 
NEW ULM – The Diocese of New Ulm was named in a lawsuit alleging sexual abuse of a minor by Fr. Francis 
Markey, a deceased priest of the Diocese of Clogher, Ireland. 
 
In December of 1981, Fr. Markey came to Willmar, Minn., after being accepted to participate in a Clinical Pastoral 
Education program at Willmar State Hospital. While participating in the program, he did some temporary parish work 
in the diocese. 
 
For about three months in the spring of 1982, Fr. Markey served at the Church of St. Andrew in Granite Falls, 
following the death of the parish’s pastor and before the new pastor began his assignment there. Fr. Markey left the 
diocese in June of 1982. Fr. Markey was extradited from Indiana to Ireland in 2010 to face charges that he raped a 
boy in that country over 40 years ago. He died in September of 2012 while awaiting trial. 
 
The lawsuit, filed June 18 in the 5th Judicial District Court for the State of Minnesota, names the Diocese of New 
Ulm as the defendant. The suit alleges that Fr. Markey “engaged in unpermitted, harmful, and offensive sexual 
contact … in and around St. Joseph Parish in Henderson” with the unnamed plaintiff, who was approximately 15 
years old at the time. It further alleges that the diocese “was aware that Fr. Markey had been accused of sexually 
abusing minors prior to allowing Fr. Markey to serve” in the diocese. 
 
The lawsuit was filed as a result of the Child Victims Act, which the Minnesota legislature passed last May. Under 
previous Minnesota law, sexual abuse victims 18 years old and under had until they were 24 to file a lawsuit. The new 
act removes the statute of limitations by allowing alleged past victims to bring forward any case, no matter how old it 
is, for a three-year period. 
 
In a statement released in response to the lawsuit, the Diocese of New Ulm said it “deeply regrets the long-lasting and 
devastating effects of sexual misconduct on the part of clergy.” 
 
“We are committed,” it continued, “to offer help and healing to anyone who has been a victim of sexual misconduct.” 
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