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The Monday morning announcement by His Holiness, Pope Benedict XVI, that he will resign 
from the papacy at the end of February, was a surprise. To me he seemed to be doing fairly well, 
so there was good reason to think that he would continue in his office. At the same time, the pope 
is a very practical man. He saw that his health was declining and that he did not have the strength 
needed to carry out his ministry adequately, as he said in his statement. 
 
Since Pope Benedict appointed me to be the fourth bishop of the Diocese of New Ulm in 
September 2008, I have had the opportunity to meet with him four times.  What impressed me 
most about him on a personal level was his gentleness and kindness. He’s a teacher at heart. 
When he spoke to us bishops about marriage and family life during our Ad Limina visit at the 
Vatican last March, he was teaching. You could tell he enjoyed that. 
 
I think that Pope Benedict will be remembered especially for his faithfulness to the Second 
Vatican Council. He attended the Council as peritus, an expert, and knew well what it taught and 
how to put it into practice. He also had a special love for the liturgy of the Church. 
 
My favorite memory of the pope was at World Youth Day in Madrid in 2011. As he was speaking 
to over a million young people from all over the world, a tremendous storm came through, with 
strong winds, lightening, thunder, and heavy rain. It drenched everyone. Twice he was asked if he 
wanted to take shelter from the storm, and each time he refused. After the rain subsided, he said 
to the youth, “You are stronger than the storm.” It was a beautiful moment, showing the unity that 
was there. He was the shepherd, and he stayed with his flock. 
 
I join the bishops, priests and faithful of the Church in expressing my gratitude for the 
extraordinary ministry and beautiful teachings of Pope Benedict that we have witnessed in the 
almost eight years of his pontificate. I invite all the members of the Church, and especially those 
of the Diocese of New Ulm, to pray for him during his final days as pope, so that Our Lord will 
fill him with his grace and peace. 
 
I also invite the faithful people of our diocese and throughout the Church to pray for the College 
of Cardinals as they prepare to elect a new Successor to the Apostle Peter, under the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit. May these intentions be among our most fervent prayers as we begin the holy 
season of Lent. 
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