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his September marks 10 
years since Bishop John M. 
LeVoir was ordained and 

installed as the fourth bishop of 
the Diocese of New Ulm.

Since then, he has led the diocese 
through a number of changes that 
have affected Catholics of all ages 
from Graceville to North Mankato 
and Lake Benton to Watkins.

In commemoration of his 10-year 
anniversary, The Prairie Catholic 
interviewed Bishop LeVoir about 
his time in the diocese. His 
responses have been edited for 
length and clarity.

Q. Can you believe you’ve been 
a bishop for 10 years? How does 
it feel?

A. (Laughs.) No, I can’t – I just 
can’t. Time goes so quickly. In 
some ways, it seems like I’ve been 
here forever, and in other ways, 
it seems real short. But it’s been 
very good and I know that this is 
what God has called me to, so I’m 
just trying to do the best I can to 
do his will.

Q. What’s been the most joyful 
part of being a bishop?

A. I think just celebrating the 
sacraments with the people, 
especially Confirmation. To go out 
to the parishes and celebrate the 
sacraments with the young people, 
try to encourage them with my 
homily, and just to be with them 
for that special time in their life. I 
think that really has been the most 
joyful thing that I’ve experienced.

Q. And the most challenging 
part?

A. A lot of conflict comes to 
the bishop’s office. That’s the 
most challenging thing: trying 
to bring about peace where there 
is conflict. So I work on conflict 
resolution with individuals and 
situations that I encounter. I 
always try to get people to pray 
and to talk with one another; I 
think that’s so important. It’s 
what Pope Francis has really been 
asking us to do: to encounter one 
another and talk with one another 
in a prayerful way. 

Q. Speaking of the pope, you’ve 
ministered as a priest and now 
as a bishop under Pope St. John 
Paul II, Pope Benedict XVI, 
and Pope Francis. How have 
they influenced you and your 
ministry?

A. Pope John Paul II is my 
mentor. I spent a great deal of time 
reading his works and writing 
about them and speaking about 
them. He’s really been a teacher 
for me, especially with regard to 
marriage and family life.

Pope Benedict XVI, of course, is 
a great theologian. The beautiful 
ways that he conveyed truths 
of the faith consistently struck 
me. He just had a way of putting 
things very precisely, but yet very 
beautifully.

And, I guess, you could sum up 
what I’ve learned from Pope 
Francis in three words: encounter, 
accompany, and evangelization. 
I think those three things are 
what summarize his papacy. He 
really has inspired me in my role 
as a bishop: to encounter people 
and to accompany them and to 
evangelize.

Q. If you could go back in time 
and have a conversation with 
yourself when you first were 
made bishop, what would you 
say?

A. I think I would encourage 
myself to be patient and to listen 
and to learn. I think those are 
the things that are so important 
in being a bishop, besides your 
prayer and spiritual life. Just be 
patient and listen and learn, and 
to try to do God’s will as best you 
can in any situation.

Q. You’ve overseen many 
changes in the diocese. Share a 
couple events that stand out to 
you.

A. Chapter 11 reorganization with 
bankruptcy [as a result of the 
sexual abuse of minors by clergy] 
has been a huge change that has 
taken place. But why I point to 
that is because it enabled me to 
meet with a number of the victims 
of sexual abuse and to apologize 
to them on behalf of the diocese 
and the Church. That’s a big 

change, and we’re still working 
our way through that.

The other change would be 
pastoral planning. As you 
know, the farms [in southwest 
Minnesota] are getting larger and 
the families are getting smaller 
and the population is aging. The 
number of priests is decreasing, 
and things have changed radically 
over the period since the diocese 
was founded in 1957. It’s almost 
a different place once you look 
at the statistics and what has 
happened.

So we’ve been trying to merge 
parishes, and I don’t look at 
this as a negative thing. I think 
it’s just recognizing reality and 
bringing people together so 
that we can be energized by the 
sacraments and by one another – 
to be evangelizers and to do what 
Pope Francis calls us to do. Yes, 
there is much sorrow and sadness 
when one sees his parish is being 
merged, but if we look at it from 
the point of view of energizing 
people with the grace of our Lord 
to evangelize, then it’s a positive 
thing.

Q. Looking ahead, is there 

anything you’d like to see 
accomplished in the diocese?

A. I probably have about two-and-
a-half years left as bishop of the 
diocese. I’ll be 75 in 2021, which 
is the age when a bishop typically 
submits his resignation to the 
pope. And so I’ve been pretty 
clear with four priorities for the 
diocese.

One, of course, is to work through 
chapter 11 reorganization. A 
second, as I mentioned earlier, is 
pastoral planning.

The third is evangelization, and 
part of that is healing. I and about 
12 others from the diocese went 
to the Convocation for Catholic 

Leaders a couple years ago, 
and the fruit of that has been to 
evangelize, but especially through 
individual contact and through 
healing services. 

We had a healing service this 
summer, and we’re going to 
have another one coming up in 
September. (The service was held 
on Sept. 7.) We’re doing this to 
evangelize and to invite people 
back, because only one-third 
of our people come to Mass on 
Sunday. So there are two-thirds 
of the people who need us to talk 
with them and try to bring about 
healing and evangelization.

And then, finally, to bring about 
greater unity among the priests of 
the diocese. Every presbyterate 
is in need of unity in Christ. So 
we’re praying for each other. 
We have a special prayer that I 
distributed to all the priests, and 
we’re praying for each other, 
trying to support one another, and 
help one another.

Q. Anything else you’d like to 
share?

A. Being a bishop for the people 
here in southwest Minnesota is a 
great privilege. I feel that this is 
the call that God has given me. I 
think about what my mom said 
when I was made a bishop. She 
just couldn’t believe it. “We never 
did anything,” she told me. “We’re 
not prominent people or anything 
like that.” I said to her, “God just 
chooses ordinary people to do his 
work, so we’re just part of those 
ordinary people.”

So, I guess, being a bishop, a 
pastor, for the people in this 
part of Minnesota, that’s a great 
privilege. That would be the 
highlight of my last 10 years.
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Ten years ago, on Sept. 15, 2008, an estimated 2,300 people filled 
the New Ulm Civic Center to witness the ordination and installation 
of Bishop John M. LeVoir as the fourth bishop of the Diocese of 
New Ulm. In the over 60 years of diocesan history, this was the first 
time a bishop had been ordained in the diocese. 
                                                                       (Photo by Bill Moeller)

Come celebrate!
On Sunday, Sept. 23, 2018, as a diocese 
we will celebrate the 10-year anniversary 
of Bishop LeVoir’s ordination and 
installation with an evening prayer at 
4:30 p.m. followed by a reception at the 
Church of St. Aloysius in Olivia. Everyone 
is invited to attend.


