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Office of Religious Education 
Office of Youth Ministry 

 

1400 6th Street North   New Ulm   Minnesota   56073-2099   Telephone 507-359-2966   Facsimile 507-354-3667   www.dnu.org 

 
 

 
Dear DREs and Youth Ministers:         May 15, 2008  
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Bryan Reising 

Director of Religious Education &  
Adult Faith Formation 
breising@dnu.org 
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Looking at the ACRE assessments the past two years, there 
are some signs of improved scores for both our Catholic 
schools and our parish catechetical programs. This is good 
news! It is our hope that from these scores, we 
can target those areas we need improvement. 
One of those areas that we need improvement 
is the history of the Catholic Church. The 
following is a list of resources that you may 
find helpful for both your catechists and your 
students. (These resources are for junior high 
through adult and the last resource listed is for 
elementary grades. Much of the elementary 
curriculum incorporates aspects of Church 
history). Some media resources can be found 
in the Diocesan Media Center. 
 
General Resources 
�  Armenio, Very Rev. Peter V. The History of the 

Church: A Complete Course (Didache Series). © 2005 
Woodridge, IL: Midwest Theological Forum. For 
Adolescents and Adults. 

�  Bedouelle, Guy. The History of the Church. © 2003 
New York: The Continuum International Publishing 
Group, Inc. For Adults. 

�  Bedouelle, Guy. Illustrated History of the Church: The 
Great Challenges. © 2006 Chicago: Liturgy Training 
Publications. For Adolescents and Adults. 

�  Bergen, Blake (editorial director). We Live in Faith: As 
Members of the Church (chapters 7-15) © 2007 New 
York: William H. Sadlier. For Junior High. 

�  Bokenkotter, Thomas. A Concise History of the 
Catholic Church. © 2004 New York: Doubleday & Co. 
For Adolescents and Adults. 

�  Campbell, Barbara and James Campbell. Finding God: 
Celebrating Church (Unit 3). © 2007 Chicago: Loyola 
Press. For Junior High. 

�  Chidester, David. Christianity a Global History. © 
2000 New York: HarperCollins. (cloth). For Adults. 

�  Cronin, Gaynell. The History of the Catholic Church, 
Parts 1-4, © 1995 videos by  Ikonographics (found in 
our Media Center). For Adolescents and Adults. 

�  Dooley, OP, Sr. Catherine. Christ Jesus, the Way 
(Grade 8 – Unit 3). © 2004 New York: Benziger (now 
RCL Benziger). For Junior High. 

�  Dowley, Timothy. The Baker Atlas of Christian 
History. © 2001 Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books. For 

Adolescents and Adults. 
�  Duffy, Eamon. Saints and Sinners: A History 

of the Popes. © 3rd edition 2006 Yale 
University Press. For Adults. 

�  Edwards, David L. Christianity: The First 
Two Thousand Years, © 1997 Maryknoll, 
NY: Orbis Books. For Adults. 

�  Fragomeni, Rev. Richard N. et al. Blest Are 
We: The Story of Our Church. © 2003 
Parsippany, NJ: Silver Burdett Ginn (now a 
part of RCL Benziger). For Junior High. 

�  Glazier, Michael and Thomas J. Shelley, 
editors. Encyclopedia of American Catholic 

History. © 1997 Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press. For 
Adolescents and Adults. 

�  Hughes, Kevin. Church History: Faith Handed on 
(Catholic Basics). © 2001 Chicago: Loyola Press. For 
Adults. 

�  Haliczer Ph.D., Stephen. Vatican:  The Timeline. A 
timeline of Catholic Church history. 
http://www.vaticantimeline.com/ 

�  Inside the Vatican with Sir Peter Ustinov, Parts 1-4. © 
1994 videos by Multimedia Entertainment (found in our 
Media Center). For Adolescents and Adults. 

�  Introduction to the History of Christianity: Age of 
Christendom, Parts 1-6. © 1999 videos by Fisher 
Production (found in our Media Center). For 
Adolescents and Adults. 

�  Morrison Driedger, Patricia. The Church: Our Story. © 
2006 Notre Dame, IN: Ave Maria Press. For 
Adolescents. 
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�  Norman, Edward. The Roman Catholic Church, An 
Illustrated History. © 2007 Berkeley, CA: University of 
California Press. For Adolescents and Adults. 

�  O’Connell, Rev. Maurice V. and Joseph 
Stoutzenberger.  The Church Through History. © 2007 
Orlando, FL: Harcourt Religion Publishers. For 
Adolescents. 

�  Orlandis, Jose. A Short History of the Catholic Church. 
© 1993 New York: Scepter Publishers. For Adults. 

�  Schreck, Alan. The Compact History of the Catholic 
Church. © 1987 Servant Publications (now Servant 
Books and Saint Anthony Messenger Press of 
Cincinnati). For Adolescents and Adults. 

�  Shelley, Rev. Thomas J. Church History: A Course on 
the People of God. © 1998 New York: William H. 
Sadlier, Inc. For Junior High. 

�  Smith, Susan (managing editor). Faith First: Church 
History. © 2007 Allen, TX: RCL (now RCL Benziger). 
For Junior High. 

�  Stewart, Cynthia. The Catholic Church: A Brief 
Popular History. © 2008 Winona: Saint Mary’s Press. 
For Adults. 

�  Vidmar, John. The Catholic Church through the Ages: 
A History. © 2005 Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press. For 
Adults. 

�  Welborn, Amy. Loyola Kids Book of Heroes: Stories of 
Catholic Heroes and Saints Throughout History.  
© 2003 Chicago: Loyola Press. For Children – 
Elementary Grades. 
 

Other  Resources 
�   Brown, Rev. Raymond. The Churches the Apostles Left 

Behind. © 1984 Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press. For Adults. 
�  From Christ to Constantine: The Trial and Testimony 

of the Early Church, © 1990. Parts 1 and 2, videos by 
Gateway Films (found in our Media Center). For 
Adolescents and Adults. 

�  Chadwick, Henry. The Church in Ancient Society: 
From Galilee to Gregory the Great (Oxford History of 
the Christian Church).  © 2001 New York: Oxford 
University Press. For Adults. 

�  Chadwick, Henry East and West: The Making of a Rift 
in the Church: From Apostolic Times until the Council 
of Florence (Oxford History of the Christian Church). 
© 2005 New York: Oxford University Press. For 
Adults. 

�  Moczar, Diane. What Every Catholic Wants to Know: 
Catholic History: From the Catacombs to the 
Reformation. © 2006 Huntington, IN: Our Sunday 
Visitor.  For Adolescents and Adults. 

�  Ray, Stephen. Apostolic Fathers: Handing on the Faith. 
© 2007 Ft. Collins, CO: Ignatius Press. For Adolescents 
and Adults. 

�  Reflections on Vatican II. © 1998 videos by RCL 
Publications (found in our Media Center). For 
Adolescents and Adults. 

�  The Faithful Revolution, Parts 1-5 © 1997 videos by 
RCL Publications and Vatican II Productions (found in 
our Media Center). For Adolescents and Adults. 
 

The Diocese of New Ulm and Our  Local History 
�  Mayer, RSM, Sr. Mary Charles (editor). Diocese of 

New Ulm: 1957-2007. © 2007 New Ulm, MN: Diocese 
of New Ulm and Strasbourg, France: Editions du Signe. 
 

� � � � � � � �� � � � �� � �� � � � � � �
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If you go to the following web address you will find the 
texts that are found to be in conformity with the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church. 
http://www.usccb.org/catechism/document/Currentlist.pdf 
 

� 
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The following are upcoming dates for Virtus trainings. 
Remember this is for all paid parish and school staff, 
catechists, youth ministers, and all volunteers who will be 
unsupervised with children and youth. 
 

�  May 15, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. - Benson  
�  June 7, 2008 at 9:30 a.m. - Litchfield 
�  September 7, 2008 at 1:00 p.m. – Glencoe (SPANISH)  
�  September 9, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. – St. Peter  
�  September 13, 2008 at 9:30 a.m. – Hutchinson  
�  September 17, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. – Willmar  
�  September 27, 2008, at 9:30 a.m. – Montevideo  
�  September 29, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. – Marshall  
�  October 7, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. – Springfield  
�  October 11, 2008 at 9:30 a.m. – Litchfield  
�  November 4, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. – New Ulm Cathedral 

(at NUACS)  
�  December 9, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. – Bird Island 

 

As required for the past five years, catechists have been 
teaching safe environment to children and youth in our 
diocese. The introduction of VIRTUS, our new safe 
environment program, has made this task of our catechists 
easier. VIRTUS provides an optional introductory session 
(in DVD format) and accompanying required exercises by 
lesson plans. Remember, this is not sexual education; it is 
safety training. Archbishop Nienstedt and the Priests’  
Council approved the program. In addition, these lessons 
are not optional for our parishes and schools. The United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops requires it (the 
diocese is audited annually for this aspect and all safe 
environment policies). VIRTUS, as mentioned above, will 
make this task easier for our catechists. Thank you for your 
attention to this matter and your continued ministry to keep 
all God’s children safe! 
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On Monday, May 19, our Spring 
Fling will feature Joe Paprocki of 
Loyola Press. He is a specialist on 
catechesis and author of “The 
Catechist’s Toolbox.”  It will be held at 
the Victorian Inn (Best Western) in 
Hutchinson, MN. Please RSVP to 
Cindy Blickem  507-233-5325 or 
cblickem@dnu.org. 

 

� 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 

� %� � �
(CYM = Center for Youth Ministry near Renville 

CPC = Catholic Pastoral Center, New Ulm) 
 

Mon, Aug 18 10:00-3:00  Gather Mtg CYM 
“ Faith Formation Days”   (Welcome to attend either) 

Fri, Sept 26  8:00-2:55 St. Mary, Sleepy Eye 
  Focus: Catholic Schools 
Sat, Sept 27 8:00-2:35 St. Catherine, Redwood Falls 
  Focus: Rel Ed and Youth Min 
Mon, Oct 20 10:00-3:00 Gather Mtg CYM 
Sun, Oct 26 (tentative) 1:00-7:00 Sr High Rally  
Sat, Nov 22 10:00-3:00 Gather Mtg CYM 
Mon, Jan 5 10:00-3:00 Gather Mtg CYM 
Mon, Feb 2 10:00-3:00 Gather Mtg CYM 
Sun, Mar 15 2:00-5:00 Gather Mtg CYM 
Mon, Apr 20 10:00-3:00 Gather Mtg –Curriculum - DPC 
Sun, Apr 26 (tentative) 1:00-7:00 Jr High Festival 
Mon, May 18 Noon-4:00 Spring Fling at Victorian Inn 
  in Hutchinson 
 

These gathers are for all catechetical leaders and youth 
ministers! They are important gatherings for formation, 
information, and networking. For those who cannot make these 
Gathers because of work schedule or other reasons, please let 
us know if there is a better time to meet. If we get enough 
interest, we will periodically offer an alternative date. 

 

� � 
� &� � � �� � � � 
 � � ' �� � � � � � �
� � � ( ) � � � � � � �

Invite all parishioners: your 
families, youth, children, and all 
adults to celebrate the Diocese 
of New Ulm and its 50th 
anniversary.  Sunday, June 22, 
2008 at the Community Center 
of Redwood Falls. It will begin 
with a history of parishes 
display at 2:00 pm, a Mass at 
3:30 pm, followed by a picnic, 
and an evening concert by 

Catholic recording artist, John Angotti. 
 

� � �� � � � � � � � � �� � � ' � � � �
Coming in September, John Carr - Executive Director of the 
Department of Justice, Peace and Human Development at 
the United States Catholic Bishops’  Conference - will be 

our keynoter for Faith Formation Days. He will speak about 
Catholic Social Teaching.  
·  On Fr iday, September  26, 2008, our focus will be for 

Catholic educators of Catholic schools (although 
anyone, parents and catechists included, can join us). It 
will be held from 9:00 am to 2:55 pm at St Mary School 
in Sleepy Eye.  

·  On Saturday, September  27, 2008, our focus will be 
for catechists in our Religious Education and Youth 
Ministry programs (although anyone, parents and 
teachers included, can join us). It will be held from 9:00 
am to 2:35 pm at St. Catherine Church in Redwood 
Falls.  

Each day will include an early bird Mass at 8:00 am, lunch, 
two sets of workshops in the afternoon, and displays of 
catechetical curriculum with reps from various publishers. 
Please RSVP your parishioners to Cindy Blickem by 
September 19, 2008. See attached brochure. 

 

� � �� � � � � � � � � �� � � 	 � � �� � � � � �� � � � � � � �
Last fall, we collected registration forms and safe 
environment forms from various parishes in the diocese. 
The attached is a sample registration which combines many 
of your ideas. It is our goal to keep registrations somewhat 
uniform throughout the diocese. Some of you have already 
started registration for the fall, which is okay. If not, please 
use the attached form with any redactions, changes, or 
additions you may have to personalize it (cost, cost for 
materials, etc.). It is not policy to use it yet because we have 
no bishop to sign it, but please look it over and integrate it 
within your registration process. We hope you will find this 
helpful. Thank you for all who helped with this project:  
Monica Simmons, Julie Soehren, Betty Strommer, and 
others. 

�

� #� � * � � � � ' � +� , � � � #� � � � * � � � � � � � - � � � � �� �  
At the Gather on April 21 Kate Edelbeck stated that they 
had a Dr. Joseph Eckert in to speak on Pro Life.  There 
seemed to be interest as how to get a hold of him. It�s:   

Women�s Center for Health, Hope and Healing 
12 Civic Center Plaza, Suite 2115, Mankato, MN. 56001     

507-625-1403     www.wchhh.org 
The mission of the Women�s Center for Health, Hope and 
Healing is to provide free, confidential, chaperoned, limited, 
non-medical demonstration ultrasounds for vulnerable 
pregnancies. This is a non-invasive procedure, which has a 
98% success rate in determining a woman�s decision not to 
end her pregnancy. 
 

Dr. Joe is an elderly man, and one of the secrets it seems to 
get him to come, is to supply transportation. 
You can reach them for presentations to educate and to 
present their mission at 507-387-3544, Joseph Eckert MD. 

 

- � � �� � � � � � � � � � � �� � . 
 � � � �� � �
Share your plans for VBS with us! In addition, take pictures 
as well! We will share these over the summer months! 
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Sr. Margaret McHugh, DSMP 

Director of Youth Ministry & 
Vocation Awareness      
mmchugh@dnu.org 
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So, you’ve been to the Mission given by the 
Redemptorists. It sparked your enthusiasm and you saw 
people working together, visiting, literally “sharing 
faith.”  Your parish or Area Faith Community has sent a 
great group of young people to a wonderful Youth Rally 
and they’ve come back all fired up! So, now what?! How 
can we fan the fire and keep the enthusiasm alive after 
these types of events? 
 
The most important question to ask at this juncture is, 
“What excited my faith at this event?”  Where exactly did 
our youth come alive? Was it the evening where we each 
placed our hand on the Bible and promised to live in 
God’s Word at the Mission? Was it the way the Diocesan 
Youth Council created a PowerPoint presentation using 
just one verse from the Bible? Or was it the way an 
inspired speaker “broke open”  the Word of God for us? 
Listen to your heart and the way God spoke to you at that 
moment. If it helps, journal about the specific Bible verse 
or experience. Write about your excitement or questions. 
This can give you some indication as to how to go deeper 
to grow in your faith and feed the flame ignited by this 
experience. 

 
The first thing Jesus did after the 
Resurrection was to explain the 
Scriptures to His disciples. Read Luke 
24 and “The Appearance on the Road to 
Emmaus.”  “Then they said to each 
other, ‘Were not our hearts burning 
within us while he spoke to us on the 

way and opened the Scriptures to us.’ ”  (Luke 24:32)   
 
The second thing Jesus did was to send the Holy Spirit to 
teach us and remind us of all that He taught us. The 
Coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost was the birthday 
of the Church. We can trust the Holy Spirit who inspires 
Scripture, preserves it, and empowers the Church to 
interpret it.   
 

If you feel that Scripture and Bible study is the key to a 
deeper relationship with God and a more lively faith life, 
here are a few suggestions that may help: 

 

 
 

Ways for  You to Go Deeper  Into God’s Word 
 

·  My first suggestion is to invest in a set of Bible tabs 
(anywhere from $5-$7). These can be found at any 
Christian bookstore. Make sure you purchase the 
Catholic version because the Catholic Old Testament 
has seven more books! Just a simple step like adding 
tabs to your Bible will help you become more 
comfortable with the structure and sequence of the 
books. This will enable you to navigate your way 
through your own Bible with greater confidence. 

·  Start using highlighters or colored pens or pencils in 
your Bible to mark significant verses, words or 
phrases. Christian bookstores have special Bible 
highlighter pens that won’ t bleed through the page.  
Make your Bible a workbook and make it your own!  

·  Try reading a different Catholic translation of the 
Bible. There are five main Catholic translations of 
the Bible into English. Some of these include the 
Douay Rheims, New American Bible (the text used 
for the readings at Mass), Revised Standard Version:  
Catholic Edition, or the (New) Jerusalem Bible. If 
you always read the New American Bible, may I 
suggest that you borrow or purchase a Jerusalem 
Bible. 

·  St. Mary’s Press (Winona) published a College Study 
Bible (New American Bible) in 2007. It’s especially 
good for college-age students, but also anyone who is 
serious about getting to know the Bible better. Each 
book of the Bible has an introduction and it comes 
loaded with maps, charts, and other helpful 
resources.    

·  If you always read a hard copy Bible, try listening to 
an audio Bible or on MP3 or on i-pod. Many 
different options are available to choose from:  voice 
only, dramatized versions, musical backgrounds, etc. 

·  June 28, 2008 to June 29, 2009 will be a special year 
celebrating the millennium of the St. Paul’s birth. 
Visit http://www.pauline.org/ to order “Letters of St. 
Paul”  This volume contains all of the Letters of St. 
Paul and a great study guide for $7.95. 
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Ways for  Your  Teens to Go Deeper  
Into God’s Word 

(all of the above, plus…) 
 

·  Visit Ascension Press to investigate the T3 Teen 
Timeline:  It’s a newly-released teen version of the 
revolutionary Great Adventure Bible Timeline 
learning system. Dynamic teen presenter Mark Hart 
makes the Bible come alive for Catholic teens by 
unpacking God’s Word in a way they can relate to. 
T3 teaches teens the Bible by showing them the “big 
picture”  of salvation history. When young students of 
the Bible first understand the “story,”  they are eager 
to learn more. The net result:  teens begin to wrap 
their minds and hearts around the Scriptures. They 
come to see the Bible as a relevant part of their lives. 

·  Read any of Mark Hart’s books on Scripture - Ask 
the Bible Geek or Ask the Bible Geek 2:  More 
Answers to Questions from Catholic Teens or visit 
the website:  www.holyspiritinteractive.net/youth/ 
and check out the “Bible Geek”  section. 

·  A good DVD of a biblical personality or event can 
make it come alive for your youth. I’m thinking 
especially of the most recent DVD on Esther entitled, 
“One Night with the King”  that was very well done.  
During the “Year of St. Paul”  check with the 
diocesan Media Center and ask to borrow a DVD on 
the life of St. Paul. 

·  Have you ever prayed Lectio Divina with your young 
people? This is an ancient Christian practice of 
praying with Scriptures. The beauty of this prayer is 
its simplicity and focus. If approached reverently and 
respectfully, this kind of prayer can lead to a real 
centering on Scripture and some good discussion and 
faith sharing afterwards. It creates the ideal climate 
for good decision-making. The National Federation 
for Catholic Youth Ministry has some great on-line 
resources (even a PowerPoint presentation) on Lectio 
Divina. Visit: 
http://www.nfcym.org/resources/vocations/lectio.htm
If this is still very new to you and you’d like some 
help starting a lectio divina prayer group, feel free to 
visit with Fr. Craig Timmerman or Sr. Margaret 
McHugh who are familiar with the format and are 
currently leading lectio prayer groups. 

 
� �� � � � � $ � � 
 � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � �! � 
�

5 
 � 
 � � � 6( 7680� 9) ) : �
For more information and tickets, log on to the website:  

www.hgmusicfest.com.  
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A huge thanks to Fr. Tony Hesse, Karen Eickhoff, Laurie 
Yackely, Dr. Robert Slaba, and all the staff of Canby 
High School and parishioners of St. Peter in Canby and 
St. Leo in St. Leo! We had 432 youth and adults 
participating in the Junior High Festival and a good time 
was had by all. I’m especially grateful to Fr. Joe 
Steinbeisser who was our main celebrant for the Mass. 
Special recognition to all the priests (Fr. Todd Petersen, 
Fr. Craig Timmerman, Fr. Paul Timmerman, and Fr. Sam 
Perez) and Sisters (Sr. Ellen Hoemberg, Sr. Vivian 
Petersen, and Sr. Rebecca Little) who supported their 
young people just by being present. 
 

� 
 � � � � � � � � #�  
 

Discipleship Camps Grades 6-12 at the Youth Center  
near  Renville  (Separate breakouts for  Jr -Sr  High) 
 

Young Men’s Discipleship Camp 
Thursday, June 19 (9:30 am)-Friday, June 20 (5:30 pm) 
 

Young Women’s Discipleship Camp 
Thursday, June 26 (9:30 am)-Friday, June 27 (5:30 pm) 
 

I f registered by May 23, registration is $50, after that date, 
$55. 
 
Other  summer camp oppor tunities are: 
 

Catholic Youth Camp is celebrating 61st year of camping 
all summer long 
1st-12th grade or Family Camp      
www.cycamp.org; 651-636-1645 
 

Discipleship Week with NET Ministries 
June 9-12 Crookston & Duluth  
June 16-19 Twin Cities 
Ages 14-18     www.netusa.org; 651-450-6833 
 

Region VI I I  Youth Leader  Camp 
June 16-20 University of Mary, Bismarck 
Center For Ministry Development (CMD) facilitators 
If you have any questions, please contact Ken Roshau  
at 701-225-5509; kroshau@bismarckdiocese.com 
 

Steubenville Nor th-St. Paul *  August 1-3 
University of St. Thomas, St. Paul 
Registration fee $160 per person (housing included) on or 
before May 9. Call Sr. Margaret at 507-233-5327 to register 
with diocesan group; otherwise, Partnership for Youth 952-
224-0333. 
 

YTM – Youth in Theology and Ministry Program 
Jeff Kaster, St. John’s School of Theology, Box 7288, 
Collegeville MN 56321. 320-363-2620; 
jkaster@csbsju.edu; www.csbsju.edu/sot/ytm 
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TEC Weekend – Riverbend TEC (Together Encountering 
Christ) is a three-day Catholic retreat experience which 
usually begins Saturday at 9:30 am and ends on Monday at 
4:30 pm. Anyone who is 16 years old, a junior  in high 
school or  older , is eligible to make a TEC weekend. The fee 
for the weekend is $60. You are asked to send a $15 non-
refundable deposit with your application. 
Small Reunion (1-4 pm) – Those who made the TEC 
weekend gather usually two Sundays after the TEC weekend. 
There is usually Mass as part of this gathering. 
 

1 � � � � � 5 / � �� � � � � � ' �� � � � � � � � �� � � � 

�
NET Ministries has informed us of the days they will be in the 
diocese this fall. The Team will arrive on Thursday evening, 
October 16, and will depart Tuesday, November 4, after 
lunch. This does include MEA weekend. If any of you that 
have submitted your application would have a specific date in 
mind in this time frame, please let Cindy Blickem know – 
507-233-5325 or cblickem@dnu.org. In planning, we just 
want you to know that they usually have Mondays as their 
free day. 
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At this point in time we would like to know how many people 
plan to attend from your parish. These are only estimates but 
please try to be as realistic as possible. We will travel to 
Kansas City, Missouri, for this event. We will probably leave 
on Tuesday, November 17, returning late Sunday night, 
November 22. Cost is still to be determined. 
Please let Cindy Blickem know your  estimates by May 23 

(507-233-5325 or  cblickem@dnu.org): 
# of Youth in Grades 9-12 in 2009 I estimate will attend: ____ 
# of Adult leaders that I estimate will attend: _____ 
Parish Name, Town: _________________________________ 
Contact Name: _____________________________________ 
Phone Number: ____________________________________ 
E-mail Address: ____________________________________ 
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Thank you, again, for the opportunity to come down a 
few weeks ago for your Diocesan Rally. You did a 
wonderful job on that – way to go. I was taken by the 
Youth Leaders you have there and their level of faith and 
leadership. Please let them know that I was sure 
impressed with them and to keep up their good work. 
  

Also want to let you know that I have been offering 
training sessions and presentations for your catechists, 
small group leaders, and Confirmation candidates, 
parents and sponsors as noted below. Parishes have found 
these helpful and I thought I’d let you know. Typically, 
these take place at a parish but can be adapted for a 
multi-parish training event.    
  

Here is the offering for the upcoming year:   
For  Your  Catechists: 
o  “ Small Group Skills: The Nuts & Bolts”    
    (Your Team of Catechists and/or Small Group 

Leaders will learn practical skills and dynamics 
necessary for the working with Catholic young 
people.) 

o  “Beyond the Books:  Becoming an Effective 
Catechist ”  

  (Your Team will discover what is at the heart of their 
call as a catechist and what most impacts the teens 
they lead.)  

For  Your  Confirmation Parents &  Sponsors 
(Confirmation Candidates could also attend-call for 
details) 
o  “Keeping Your Kids Catholic”    
    (Parents will learn why young people leave the 

Church and what they can do to keep them “Home.” ) 
 o  “Receive the Power”    
     (Confirmation Parents and Sponsors will discover 

why Confirmation is the “Sacrament of Champions”  
with a focus on how they can positively impact their 
son/daughter in the Faith.)  

 For  Your  Confirmation Students: 
o  “ Receive the Power”    
      (Confirmation students will learn why Confirmation 

is called the “Sacrament of Champions.” ) 
 Other  presentations are also available to meet any 

additional needs you may have. 
  

Again, thank you for the opportunity  a few weeks ago.  
God bless you in all of your work with Catholic young 
people there in New Ulm. 
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Mon, May 19 DRE/YM Spring Fling Noon-4:00 Victorian Inn, Hutchinson 

Sat, May 17  June 1;  May 18  DYC Selection Day CHANGED  TO 1:00-4:00 Holy Rosary, North Mankato 
Thurs-Fri June 19-20 Young Men’s Discipleship Camp Thu 9:30 am-Fri 5:00 pm Center for Youth Ministry 
Thurs-Fri June 26-27 Young Women’s Discipleship Camp Thu 9:30 am-Fri 5:00 pm Center for Youth Ministry 
Mon, Aug 18 Gather for DREs & Youth Ministers 10:00-3:00 Center for Youth Ministry 

Faith Formation Days 
Focus Catholic Schools:  Fri, Sept 26 – 8:00 am – 2:55 pm  - St. Mary School, Sleepy Eye 

Focus Rel Ed & Yth Min:  Sat., Sept 27 -  8:00 AM – 2:35 – St. Catherine Church, Redwood Falls 
Mon, Oct 20 Gather for DREs & Youth Ministers 10:00-3:00 Center for Youth Ministry 
Sun, Oct 26 (Tentative) Senior High Rally 1:00-7:00 TBA 
Sat, Nov 22 Gather for DREs & Youth Ministers 10:00-3:00 Center for Youth Ministry 
Mon, Jan 5 Gather for DREs & Youth Ministers 10:00-3:00 Center for Youth Ministry 
Mon, Feb 2 Gather for DREs & Youth Ministers 10:00-3:00 Center for Youth Ministry 
Sun, Mar 15 Gather for DREs & Youth Ministers 2:00-5:00 Center for Youth Ministry 
Mon, April 20 Gather for DREs & Youth Ministers – 

Curriculum Day 
10:00-3:00 Catholic Pastoral Center, New Ulm 

Sun, April 26 (Tentative) Junior High Festival 1:00-7:00 TBA 
Mon, May 18 DRE/YM Spring Fling Noon-4:00 Victorian Inn, Hutchinson 
TBA Young Men’s Discipleship Camp Thu 9:30 am-Fri 5:00 pm Center for Youth Ministry 
TBA Young Women’s Discipleship Camp Thu 9:30 am-Fri 5:00 pm Center for Youth Ministry 

\Mon, Feb 26 
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Celebrating the Catechetical Year 2008   Product Code: 7-028       
This resource book includes the materials that every parish will need to prepare for and celebrate the catechetical theme The Word of God in the Life 
and Mission of the Church on Catechetical Sunday as well as throughout the year. This booklet, in English and Spanish, includes the following 
materials: Bishop©s Greeting 

Making the Most of the Catechetical Sunday Materials  
Theme Statement: The Word of God in the Life and Mission of the Church 
Sample Parish Bulletin Campaign 
Talking Points     /     Commissioning Service     /      Catechist©s Prayer     /      Prayer for Catechists      
Using the Family Commitment Prayer Card and Catechists© Prayer Card 

The CD contains the following resources. Clip Art 
Prayer Services and Retreats for Families and Catechists 
Family Conversations (Advent/Christmas) 
Family Conversations (Lent/Easter)  
Teaching Aids     /     Lesson plans     /     Catechist©s Prayer 

Posters are separate from this resource book. Please indicate how many posters you need!  
 

Please place your orders by June 15, 2008. 
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Title No Publication Title Quantity Pr ice Total 
5-028 Celebrating the Catechetical Year 2008 (English/Spanish Booklet, 

CD-ROM) 
 $10.05 kit  

5-035 Poster  $1.90 ea  
5-029 Prayer for Catechists Prayer Cards (English package of 50)   $3.80 pkg  
5-030 Prayer for Catechists Prayer Cards (Spanish package of 50)  $3.80 pkg  
5-031 Catechist Certificates - English  $0.38 ea  
5-032 Catechist Certificates - Spanish  $0.38 ea  
Subject to availability: 
5-792 Family Commitment Prayer Cards (English package of 50)   $4.75 pkg  
5-793 Family Commitment Prayer Cards (Spanish package of 50)   $4.75 pkg  

Subtotal  
Shipping & Handling $     2.00 

Total Amount Due  
Name  Address  
Parish  City, State, Zip  
Phone  E-mail  
Amount Enclosed: ________ Please Bill Parish _____________ 

 
Return by:  June 15, 2008  
Return to:  Cindy Blickem, 1400 6th St N, New Ulm, MN 56073 / Ph: 507-233-5325  Fax: 507-354-3667  cblickem@dnu.org 
 

We will only order enough materials to fill the orders submitted by you to Cindy, so please get your orders in by June 15. After that date, you 
will need to order them from USCCB yourself and you would have to pay the full cost (the kit is $15.95 + shipping and handling from USCCB.)  
We are offering them at a discount rate.   USCCB Publishing, 3211 4th St NE, Washington DC Ph 800-235-8722  www.usccb.org/publishing�
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Family Last Name  _______________________ 

 

Faith Formation Registration Form 
  
Father’s Full Name  Religion  
Mother’s Full Name  Religion  
Mother’s Maiden Name    
Address (of custodial parent)  City  
State/Zip  E-mail  
Home Phone  Other Phone  
Non-custodial Parent (if applicable)  Religion  
Address   City  
State/Zip  E-mail  
Home Phone  Other Phone  
EMERGENCY CONTACT  Relationship  
Home Phone  Other Phone  

 
Children/Youth to Register 
First, Middle, Last Name Please Birth Date Age Grade Baptism Reconciliation Communion Confirmation 
1.     Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No 
2.     Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No 
3.     Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No 
4.     Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No 
5.     Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No 

 

Please list all persons living in your home:  
 

 
 

Do any of the children enrolled have chronic illnesses or physical limitations?    Yes  No 
Do any of the children have any type of learning difficulty?       Yes No 
Do any of the children attend special education classes in the public school?   Yes   No 
If yes to any of these questions, please give the name of the child, any information we made need, and how we can help: 
 

 
 

If you are new to our program, please indicate level of prior Faith Formation training and any other information you feel 
would help us in working with your child/children:  
 

 
 

Registration fee is $55 / student + sacramental fee if applicable. 
Additional fees may be collected for retreats, rallies, and/or field trips as necessary.   
 
 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION:  There is an additional sacramental fee of $20/sacrament. 
First Reconciliation & First Eucharist: 

 will be preparing for the Sacraments of Reconciliation &  Euchar ist. 
E-mail address for  sacramental information:  

Confirmation: 
 will be preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

E-mail Address for  Sacramental Information:  
  

================================================================================================================= 
 

For Internal  Use Only: 
Amount   Date Paid  

Cash/Check #  Sacramental Fee  -over- 
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PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN PERMISSION FORM 
 
 

My child or  children have permission to be involved in the Faith Formation programs at  
 Par ish, under  the direction of its leadership. 

 
I f a medical emergency occurs, I  hereby give permission to transpor t my  

child or  children to a hospital for  emergency medical or  surgical treatment.  
I  will be notified as soon as possible to any emergency concerning my child. 

 
I  also remain legally responsible for  any personal actions taken by my child  

and will be liable for  any damage caused by them. 
 
 
 
 

   
Parent/ Guardian Signature   Date 
   
     
Address         City  State 
     
     
Home Phone   Work Phone                                  Cell Phone 

 


