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Office of Religious Education 
Office of Youth Ministry 

 

December 20, 2007 
Dear DREs and Youth Ministers: 

�
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�������� �������
Bryan Reising, Director of Religious Education & Adult Faith Formation 

breising@dnu.org 
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on Earth 

and Peace to Your Household 
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Merry Christmas! 
 

'���� �+��
� ���
�
���"�����	��������

 

 

1400 6th Street North   New Ulm   Minnesota   56073-2099   Telephone 507-359-2966   Facsimile 507-354-3667   www.dnu.org 
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01/04/2008 12:30 PM New Ulm - Diocesan Pastoral 

Center (New Ulm)  
01/17/2008 6:30 PM Nicollet - St. Paul (Nicollet)  
01/18/2008 9:00 AM New Ulm - St. Mary (New Ulm)  
01/19/2008 9:00 AM New Ulm - St. Mary (New Ulm)  
02/15/2008 9:00 AM Winsted - Holy Trinity (Winsted)  
02/24/2008 1:00 PM Marshall - Holy Redeemer 

(Marshall)  
03/27/2008 6:30 PM Canby - St. Peter (Canby)  
03/29/2008 9:00 AM New Ulm - St. Anthony 

Elementary School [NUACS] 
(New Ulm)  

04/05/2008 9:00 AM St. Peter - St. Peter (St. Peter)  
04/11/2008 9:00 AM New Ulm - St. Mary (New Ulm)  
04/26/2008 9:30 AM Olivia - St. Aloysius (Olivia)  
05/15/2008 6:30 PM Benson - St. Francis (Benson)  
06/07/2008 9:30 AM Litchfield - St. Philip (Litchfield)  
06/20/2008 9:00 AM Bird Island - St. Mary (Bird Island)  
08/01/2008 9:00 AM Winsted - Holy Trinity (Winsted)  
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Mon, Jan 7 Gather for DREs & Youth Ministers 10:00-3:00 Center for Youth Ministry 
Mon, Feb 4 Gather for DREs & Youth Ministers 10:00-3:00 Center for Youth Ministry 
Mon, Mar 10 Gather for DREs & Youth Ministers 10:00-3:00 Center for Youth Ministry 
Mon, Apr 7 Gather for DREs & Youth Ministers 10:00-3:00 Center for Youth Ministry 
Sun, Apr 13 Jr High Festival 1:00-7:00 Canby Public High School 
Mon, May 19 DRE Spring Fling Noon-4:00 Victorian Inn, Hutchinson 
Sun, June 1 DYC Selection Day 1:00-5:00 Center for Youth Ministry 
Thurs-Fri June 19-20 Young Men’s Discipleship Camp Thu 9:30 am-Fri 5:00 pm Center for Youth Ministry 
Thurs-Fri June 26-27 Young Women’s Discipleship Camp Thu 9:30 am-Fri 5:00 pm Center for Youth Ministry 
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Sr. Margaret McHugh, DSMP 

Director of Youth Ministry &  
Vocation Awareness 
mmchugh@dnu.org 
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-Pope Benedict XVI in Spes Salvi 
 
What are you hoping for this Christmas and New 
Year?  What would it take to make you perfectly 
happy this holiday season? 
 
Pope Benedict XVI has just written a new 
encyclical document, In Hope We Are Saved or in 
Latin, Spes Salvi.  “Hope” is the subject of the 
entire document.  How appropriate and timely is 
his message of hope!  I’m including a few 
especially good quotes in the hope of encouraging 
you to read it for yourself…Please visit the site 
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/e
ncyclicals/documents/hf_ben-xvi_enc20071130-
spe-salvi_en.html for the entire text. 
 
He says, “We need the greater and lesser hopes 
that keep us going day by day. But these are not 
enough without the great hope, which must 
surpass everything else. This great hope can only 
be God, who encompasses the whole of reality 
and who can bestow upon us what we, by 
ourselves, cannot attain. The fact that it comes to 
us as a gift is actually part of hope. God is the 
foundation of hope: not any god, but the God who 

has a human face and who has loved us to the end, 
each one of us and humanity in its entirety.”   

 
Did you know that the word “hope” appears at 
least 174 times in the Bible?  “Hope, in fact, is a 
key word in Biblical faith—so much so that in 
several passages the words “faith” and “hope” 
seem interchangeable.” 
 
Let’s take a look at how hope is mentioned in 
Scripture:  “Paul reminds the Ephesians that 
before their encounter with Christ they were 
‘without hope and without God in the world’ (Eph 
2:12). Of course he knew they had had gods, he 
knew they had had a religion, but their gods had 
proved questionable, and no hope emerged from 
their contradictory myths. Notwithstanding their 
gods, they were “without God” and consequently 
found themselves in a dark world, facing a dark 
future. In the same vein he says to the 
Thessalonians: you must not “grieve as others do 
who have no hope” (1 Th 4:13). Here, too, we see 
as a distinguishing mark of Christians the fact that 
they have a future:  it is not that they know the 
details of what awaits them, but they know in 
general terms that their life will not end in 
emptiness. Only when the future is certain as a 
positive reality does it become possible to live the 
present as well.” 
 
“So now we can say:  Christianity was not only 
‘good news’—the communication of a hitherto 
unknown content. In our language we would say:  
the Christian message was not only “informative” 
but also ‘performative.’ That means:  the Gospel 
is not merely a communication of things that can 
be known—it is one that makes things happen and 
is life-changing. The dark door of time, of the 
future, has been thrown open. The one who has 
hope lives differently; the one who hopes has 
been granted the gift of a new life.” 
 
The words “performative” and “informative,” as 
used by the Holy Father, remind me that hope is 
both a noun and a verb.  Hope encompasses 
both knowledge and action.  

�
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intransitive verb1:  to cherish a desire with anticipation <hopes for 
a promotion> 2archaic:  TRUST transitive verb1:  to desire with 
expectation of obtainment 2:  to expect with confidence:  TRUST  
synonyms see EXPECT 
— hop·er noun  
— hope against hope  
:to hope without any basis for expecting fulfillment 
 

����������
�
1archaic: TRUST, RELIANCE 2 a: desire accompanied by 
expectation of or belief in fulfillment <came in hopes of seeing 
you>; also:  expectation of fulfillment or success <no hope of a 
cure> b:  someone or something on which hopes are centered <our 
only hope for victory> c:  something hoped for 

-Merriam Webster On-Line Dictionary 
 
“Is it ‘performative’ for us—is it a message which 
shapes our life in a new way, or is it just 
‘information’ which, in the meantime, we have set 
aside and which now seems to us to have been 
superseded by more recent information?” 

 
Is hope a noun or a verb in your life? 

 
“We who have always lived with the Christian 
concept of God, and have grown accustomed to it, 
have almost ceased to notice that we possess the 
hope that ensues from a real encounter with this 
God.  The Ephesians, before their encounter with 
Christ, were without hope because they were 
‘without God in the world.’ To come to know 
God—the true God—means to receive hope.” 
 

So what is new about “Christian” hope? 
What did it actually change? 

 
“Christianity did not bring a message of social 
revolution like that of the ill-fated Spartacus, 
whose struggle led to so much bloodshed. Jesus 
was not Spartacus, he was not engaged in a fight 
for political liberation like Barabbas or Bar-
Kochba. Jesus, who himself died on the Cross, 
brought something totally different:  an encounter 
with the Lord of all lords, an encounter with the 
living God and thus an encounter with a hope 
stronger than the sufferings of slavery, a hope 
which therefore transformed life and the world 
from within.” 

 

 

 

 

“So now we must ask explicitly:  is the Christian 
faith also for us today a life-changing and life-
sustaining hope?”  
 
 “May the eyes of your heart be opened that you may 

know what is the hope that belongs to his call.” 
–Eph 1:18 

 
How can we become more “hopeful” people? 

 
 “A first essential setting for learning hope is 
prayer. When no one listens to me any more, God 
still listens to me. When I can no longer talk to 
anyone or call upon anyone, I can always talk to 
God. When there is no longer anyone to help me 
deal with a need or expectation that goes beyond 
the human capacity for hope, he can help me. 
When I have been plunged into complete solitude 
...; if I pray I am never totally alone.” 

 
“To pray is not to step outside history and 
withdraw to our own private corner of happiness. 
When we pray properly we undergo a process of 
inner purification which opens us up to God and 
thus to our fellow human beings as well. In prayer 
we must learn what we can truly ask of God—
what is worthy of God.” 
 

How can we be hopeful  
with so much suffering? 

 
“We can try to limit suffering, to fight against it, 
but we cannot eliminate it. It is when we attempt 
to avoid suffering by withdrawing from anything 
that might involve hurt, when we try to spare 
ourselves the effort and pain of pursuing truth, 
love, and goodness that we drift into a life of 
emptiness, in which there may be almost no pain, 
but the dark sensation of meaninglessness and 
abandonment is all the greater. It is not by 
sidestepping or fleeing from suffering that we are 
healed, but rather by our capacity for accepting it, 
maturing through it and finding meaning through 
union with Christ, who suffered with infinite 
love.” 
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What can we do? 
 
“We can open ourselves and the world and allow 
God to enter:  we can open ourselves to truth, to 
love, to what is good. This is what the saints did, 
those who, as ‘God's fellow workers,’ contributed 
to the world's salvation.” 

 
“We can free our life and the world from the 
poisons and contaminations that could destroy the 
present and the future. We can uncover the 
sources of creation and keep them unsullied, and 
in this way we can make a right use of creation, 
which comes to us as a gift, according to its 
intrinsic requirements and ultimate purpose. This 
makes sense even if outwardly we achieve nothing 
or seem powerless in the face of overwhelming 
hostile forces. So on the one hand, our actions 
engender hope for us and for others; but at the 
same time, it is the great hope based upon God's 
promises that gives us courage and directs our 
action in good times and bad.” 
 
“We know that this God exists, and hence that this 
power to ‘take away the sin of the world’ (Jn 
1:29) is present in the world. Through faith in the 
existence of this power, hope for the world's 
healing has emerged in history. It is, however, 
hope—not yet fulfillment; hope that gives us the 
courage to place ourselves on the side of good 
even in seemingly hopeless situations, aware that, 
as far as the external course of history is 
concerned, the power of sin will continue to be a 
terrible presence.” 

 
How do we find the way? 
 
“Human life is a journey. 
Towards what destination? How 

do we find the way? Life is like a voyage on the 
sea of history, often dark and stormy, a voyage in 
which we watch for the stars that indicate the 
route. The true stars of our life are the people who 
have lived good lives. They are lights of hope. 
Certainly, Jesus Christ is the true light, the sun 
that has risen above all the shadows of history. 
But to reach him we also need lights close by—
people who shine with his light and so guide us 
along our way. Who more than Mary could be a 
star of hope for us? With her ‘yes’ she opened the 
door of our world to God himself; she became the 

living Ark of the Covenant, in whom God took 
flesh, became one of us, and pitched his tent 
among us (cf. Jn 1:14).” 
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Pope Benedict XVI will be the USA April 15-20.  
A number of our young people have the option of 
going to see him in New York.  If you or any of 
your young people are interested in this 
opportunity, you need to ask your priest or 
Pastoral Leader to write a letter of 
recommendation for you on parish letterhead  
and send it to:         Wand Ubl 

Catholic Pastoral Center 
1400 6th St. North 

New Ulm, MN 56073 
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“Your Toughest Leadership Challenge” on 
Thursday, January 10, 2008 from 9:15 a.m. to 12 
noon.  Amy Hansen from Partnership for Youth 
will be the speaker.  This will be held at NET 
Ministries.  See below for contact information. 
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A dynamic training event for guys and girls to 
awaken, deepen, and equip you in the faith as 
leaders both young and old alike.  YLT is held 
Saturday, February 2, 2008, from 9:00 to 3:00 
at NET Ministries in West St. Paul.  Go out for 
dinner and come back a few hours later for the 
Lifeline Mass from 6:00-9:30 p.m.  Call 651-450-
6833 for more information or to register.  You 
may wish to check with Sr. Margaret if you plan 
to attend.  She will be organizing and 
accompanying a group as well. 
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Cost is $75 for the weekend.  The event runs from 
1:00 p.m. on Saturday. February 16, to 2:30 p.m. 
on Monday, February 18. Deadline for registration 
is January 21, 2008. The first 100 paid youth 
will be accepted. Jamin Harold 320-968-6836, 
Church of St. John, Foley, Minnesota. 
info@TOBretreat.com or www.TOBretreat.com 
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Our monthly YM/DRE meeting at the Center for 
Youth Ministry in February will be a Lenten 
retreat with Paula Huston.  Paula is originally 
from Minnesota and is a Catholic author.  She is a 
National Endowment for the Arts Creative 
Writing Fellow and has published fiction and 
essays for twenty-five years.  She’s written 
Daughters of Song, Signatures of Grace, and By 
Way of Grace.  Her most recent book is, The Holy 
Way:  Practices for a Simple Life.  She is a wife, 
mother, university professor, and Camaldolese 
Benedictine oblate.  The retreat will be based on 
her book, The Holy Way. 
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NET Ministries is hosting the event from 9:15 to 
2:00 p.m. on Thursday, February 14, 2008.  Join 
them for Mass, teaching, wonderful food, and 
great fellowship.  Come away for a time of 
personal renewal! 
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A fun, faith-filled conference designed to 
encourage young men and women to discover the 
gifts that God has stamped on their hearts. Pure at 
Heart encourages teens to build a life of purity, 
purpose, and passion.  
 
A number of teens attended this conference last 
year from New London-Spicer and gave it rave 
reviews.  For more information or to register, 
please visit:  
http://www.partnershipforyouth.org/pure.html 

Church of St. Patrick 
3535 72nd Street E 
Inver Grove Heights, MN 55076  
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March 14-16, 2008 at the NET Center in West St. 
Paul. The weekend is packed with outstanding 
speakers, great music, challenging talks as well as 
Reconciliation, Adoration, and Mass. Hearty 
meals and cool activities are designed with guys 
in mind. For more information, contact: 

110 Crusader Ave W 
West St. Paul, MN 55118-4427 
Phone: 651-450-6833 - Fax: 651-450-9984 
or visit http://www.netusa.org 
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Please plan to bring a large group of young people 
April 13, 2008 to the Canby Public High School. 
 

 


