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Dear DREs and Youth Ministers:
Bryan Reising

Director of Religious Education & Adult Faith Formation
breising@dnu.org

We all offer our congratulations to Archbishop John
Nienstedt appointed Coadjutor Archbishop of the
Archdiocese of Saint Paul Minneapolis. We are
happy to have him as our apostolic administrator, and
we pray for him, his future service to our diocese and
the Archdiocese of Saint Paul-Minneapolis, and the
people he serves!

By Bryan Reising

Parents are the most important influence in a
child s life. During the formative years through
high school, parents have the awesome responsibility
in raising children and preparing them for their calling
in life. The faith that is lived and is taught by the
parents everyday can help children to walk by faith
now and in the future.

In response to the new evangelization, parents and all
adults should take an opportunity to renew their
relationship with God by means of an intentional
experience of encountering God. This can take place
within a retreat, a parish mission (like the missions we
will experience next year), or a day or evening of
reflection. The outcome of a renewal is a rekindling of
faith, a renewed relationship with God, a new creation
with a new life, conversion, a new sense of
community, and a new discovering of the gift of the
Holy Spirit so that we can share our gifts within the
home, the parish, and society. Regarding parents, they
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will see more clearly their role as spouses to each other
and parents to their children because they will see the
family centered in Christ Jesus.

After a parent renews their faith relationship with God,
the parish can offer opportunities to continue their
learning through Bible studies, small Christian
communities, parish-wide gatherings, or diocesan-wide
gatherings. Adult faith formation can happen with
these along with reading and online learning
opportunities.

Parents can find many opportunities to pass on the
faith with their children with both spontaneous and
organized ways. Parents are encouraged to get to know
their child s catechist or religion teacher so that
they can work in partnership with them
regarding the curriculum for catechesis, the
various themes of that catechesis, and the
liturgical year.

Regarding the liturgical year, the parents
can help rediscover or create faith traditions
that link their family history and culture to their
faith. For example, there are many traditions related to
Pentecost. In Poland, Pentecost is called "the Green
Holiday." Families decorate their houses with green
branches, which - according to tradition - are said to
bring God § blessing upon the home and the family.
Another Polish custom, which is slowly becoming
rare, is families and parishioners making a procession
to the fields, where the crops are blessed.

One of the greatest things a family can do is a ministry
together. | know a family in Milan, Illinois, who do
music ministry as a family. My own family has visited
a homebound person for years so they can receive the
Eucharist and feel connected to the parish. Yet this
person also gave back to our family. She became a
surrogate grandmother, offered advice to us, and
provided hospitality.
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Other activities that families can do together are acts of
charity and acts of justice. There are many teachable
moments when a family reaches out to: a family of
immigrants who need food and a friendly welcome, a
young single mother who finds it hard to pay her bills
and raise her child, or a family struggling to keep their
small farm. Even the small, thoughtful things count
and make a difference! When you write a letter to your
government representatives and leaders show your
child the letter and talk to them about that issue.

Summertime is a time filled with summer camps,
vacation Bible school (VBS), and family vacations.
Consider sending your children to faith based summer
camps (see information regarding diocesan sponsored
camps in this newsletter). In addition, VBS is
a great opportunity for children,
youth, and their parents to learn
more about the faith in a fun

way. Vacations can include
opportunities to learn about the
faith and serve those in need.
Perhaps families can intentionally
plan faith related activities within
their vacation. And how can you not help talking about
God and his creation when visiting the Grand Canyon,
hiking up the summit of one of the Rocky Mountains,
or fishing on one of Minnesota s serene lakes.

There is a phrase that says, The apple does not fall far
from the tree. When parents take their faith seriously,
children will take their faith seriously. Yes, catechists,
priests, religious, and others are important. They work
in partnership with the parents, but parents are
irreplaceable when it comes to faith formation of our
young people. When faith happens in the home, it will
have a huge impact upon our children s lives, our
parishes and even society itself.
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e Our annual Spring Fling will be on May 21 at the
Victorian Inn/Best Western in Hutchinson, 1000
Highway 7 West. It will be from 12 Noon to 3:00
p.m.

e Our guest speaker will be Diane Hardick from
Silver Burdett Ginn. She earned an MA in
Theology and Scripture from St. Mary Seminary
and a BA in Religious Studies from Ursuline
College. She has been involved in Professional
Catechetical Ministry for over 20 years. She is the

co-author of Catechists: 8 Formation Sessions,
published by Center for Learning and is a
Consultant for Silver Burdett Ginn s Blest Are We
catechetical program. She is a diocesan presenter
and a national presenter for Silver Burdett Ginn
around the country.

e The topic will be Balancing Our Lives: Family,
Ministry, Work, and Rest.

e Please RSVP to Cindy Blickem so that we can
have a lunch count (507-233-5325 or
cblickem@dnu.org). Silver Burdett Ginn will
provide lunch.

) (
Archbishop John C. Nienstedt will announce the dates
for safe environment training for catechists,
catechetical leaders, youth ministers, and other pastoral
leaders and volunteers soon. We will keep you posted
with this information.

)
e Share what you will be doing regarding VBS this

summer we can send ideas and themes via e-
mail!

e What do you use for catechist formation as you
prepare for Religious Education in the fall?
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Thanks to a grant by the Catholic Extension Society,
we will again conduct ACRE tests for November of
2007. Attached is an order form for next year s
materials.

For Students: Keep in mind when you are ordering,
that you will need to count how many ACRE booklets
you have on hand from last year and determine how
many additional booklets you will need. Each person
taking this will need a new answer sheet.

For Adults: Any new catechists are encouraged to
take the IFG (Information for Growth) assessment
along with the students. However, those who tested
last year do not need to take the test again this year.

So again, please count your booklets from last year and
complete the order form attached.

Remember that parishes and Area Faith Communities
can use the results of these tests to improve upon what
they offer in Religious Education and how they can
best pass on the faith. If any of you need help in
reading and understanding the results from our ACRE
2006, let us know.
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Need to get away from your church ministering duties
for the weekend? Consider taking your family to the

annual Family Bible Camp July 13-15, 2007. Call Jan

Crowe for more information at 320-275-2424.
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We re excited and happy to be able to announce to you
the upcoming MCEA Convention at the Minneapolis
Convention Center Monday evening, August 20, and
Tuesday, August 21. We ve seen the proposed list of
presenters and are impressed with their prominence
and the staff development potential they offer us. In
the past our diocesan educators and ministers have
made a concerted effort to attend previous conventions
and we encourage our strong diocesan presence at this
MCEA convention. See attached flyer.

The organizers have prepared an outstanding schedule
of speakers, exhibitors, liturgies, and activities to help
build community among Catholic ministers across
Minnesota and the surrounding region. Speakers such
as Dr. Karen Ristau, Br. Robert Bimonte, Dr. Regina
Haney, Sr. Joyce Miller, Dr. Greg Sobolewski, Dr.
Tom Thibodeau, Dr. Mike Heran, and Dr. Caroljean
Willie puts this convention on par with premier
national conventions. In addition, David Haas,
composer and musician, will give a special concert and
reflection on Monday evening. Further, at the center of

the convention is the very timely theme of Co-Workers
in the Vineyard of the Lord.

Now is the time to plan your calendars and make
necessary budgetary arrangements for your staff to
attend this convention. Fliers on the convention will be
coming out very soon detailing all the speakers and
presenters as well as other activities and lodging
information. Plan to attend the convention as a staff
and take from it many enriching experiences
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Please see attached order form for ordering materials.
We are able to get these materials at a discounted rate
if you place your order with Cindy Blickem by
June 15, 2007.
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Matthew Kelly, international author and speaker on
Catholicism and Discipleship, will give a presentation
on Is Catholicism Still Relevant? It will be at the
Church of St. Mary in New Ulm, Wednesday,
October 24, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. For further information
call 507-354-9500.
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Sun, June 3 or Sat, Apr 28 NCYC Information Day 1:00-4:00 pm Center for Youth Ministry
June 7-8 (Thurs-Fri) Young Men s Discipleship Camp Thurs 9:30 am  Fri 5:00 pm Center for Youth Ministry
June 14-15 (Thurs-Fri) Young Women s Discipleship Camp Thurs 9:30 am  Fri 5:00 pm Center for Youth Ministry
Mon, Aug 13 Gather for DREs & Youth Ministers 10:00-3:00 Center for Youth Ministry
Mon, Sept 17 Gather for DREs & Youth Ministers 10:00-3:00 Center for Youth Ministry
Sun, Oct 21 Sr High Rally 1:00-7:00 TBA
Wed, Oct 17-Tues, Nov 6 NET Team in our Diocese Various Locations
Mon, Oct 29 Gather for DREs & Youth Ministers 10:00-3:00 Center for Youth Ministry
Tues, Nov 6-Sun, Nov 11 NCYC Columbus, OH
Sat, Nov 17-Sun, Nov 18 50th Year Anniversary of the Establishment of the Diocese of New Ulm
Mon, Dec 3 Gather for DREs & Youth Ministers 10:00-3:00 Center for Youth Ministry
Mon, Jan 7 Gather for DREs & Youth Ministers 10:00-3:00 Center for Youth Ministry
Mon, Feb 4 Gather for DREs & Youth Ministers 10:00-3:00 Center for Youth Ministry
Mon, Mar 10 Gather for DREs & Youth Ministers 10:00-3:00 Center for Youth Ministry
Mon, Apr 7 Gather for DREs & Youth Ministers 10:00-3:00 Center for Youth Ministry
Sun, Apr 13 Jr High Festival 1:00-7:00 TBA
Mon, May 19 DRE Spring Fling Noon-4:00 Victorian Inn, Hutchinson
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Sr. Margaret McHugh, DSMP

Director of Youth Ministry & Vocation Awareness
mmchugh@dnu.org

Are you your mother s daughter or your father s
son ? Whom do you favor most? | remember once
seeing a toddler in a hospital waiting room with a
t-shirt that read, If you think I m cute, you should see
my Daddy! In this particular case, what was written
about the father was true but could well have described
the toddler s Mom.

Going a step beyond family resemblance, have you
ever stopped to think about what traits or skills your
parents have handed on to you? Or how many times
have you said or done something, only to say to
yourself later, Just like my Dad! or That sounded
just like Mom! Have you made a conscious effort to
embody the best of what your parents shared with
you? | ve often reflected on this personally and
considered whether this could be one of the ways in
which I can honor my parents.

I hardly think it coincidences that Mother s Day falls in
May, the month Catholics give special attention to
Mary, the Mother of God. The National Directory for
Catechesis paints a clear picture of the way we honor
Mary here in the United States. Devotion to the
Blessed Virgin Mary deserves special attention because
it is such an important part of worship in the United
States. The USA is under the patronage of the
Immaculate Conception. The various forms of devotion
to the Blessed Virgin Mary reflect the many different

cultures, religious convictions, and popular sensibilities
that make up the Church in the United States. Catholic
people of all cultures have a deep love for the Mother
of God. They employ many different expressions of
that love to show the one faith that characterizes their
particular prayer life and spirituality. (pp. 154-155)

A few years ago, a trip to the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington,
DC, made this even clearer. Every nationality and
ethnic group in our country has a chapel dedicated to
Our Lady under various titles and invocations. Mary is
truly Catholic: truly universal in her appeal to
people in every time and place! What | like about the
Basilica is how the architecture and the location of the
chapels in reference to the apse connect with what

we ve been taught about Jesus and Mary. Jesus the
Redeemer is absolutely central in the Basilica, 3D, and
Technicolor. The Marian chapels encircle the body of
the Church and the Crypt. Mary continues to embrace
the Body of her Son in His Church. If you ve never had
the opportunity to visit the Basilica in DC, | warmly
recommend it. If not, you can always do a virtual tour
by visiting their website:
http://www.nationalshrine.com/site/pp.asp?c=etI TK60
TG&B+107986

For a nice reflection on Mary s role as Theotokos or

God bearer open up to pg. 52 in Mark Hart s new
book, Ask the Bible Geek 2 published by Servant
Books. The title of the article is Why does Mary get
such props? More good material can be found in
chapter 12 of the United States Catholic Catechism for
Adults. A short eight pages paint a picture of Mary,
the Church s First and Most Perfect Member.

-
-
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I hope you had a chance to read about
God s intervention in the lives of
Minnesota s farmers in the 1800 s. Not
only did we have an article in The Prairie
Catholic but also St. Anthony s
Messenger included the story in their
February 2007 issue.

In recognition of the 130" anniversary of the event, Sr.
Margaret McHugh and the Office of Youth Ministry
will be leading a youth pilgrimage on Sunday, May 20,
2007, to the Grasshopper Chapel in Cold Springs,
MN. Please call 507-233-5327 for more information.
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8 < = - #'>7 9 All of the registration forms were due May 15. If you
8 @ < = - #'>? #6 #A have any questions or concerns, please contact Cindy
7 B ! 4 | Blickem assoon as possible in the Y outh Ministry

Office at 507-233-5325. Because of the large number
of participants we cannot wait until fall to begin
processing al of the paperwork.

We still have afew openings for both weeks. Try to get
your applications in as soon as possible.

Og< 4 Thenext Riverbend ( is June 23-25, 2007 @
a K:\/ {é in Bird Island, MN. For more information, g .
» . check the TEC website at ’

WwWWw.riverbendtec.org.
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The next Chaperone meeting is scheduled for Sunday,
June 3, from 1:00-4:00 p.m. at the Center for Youth
Ministry in Renville. We have some very important
information to share. I’d like to see at |east one, and if
possible, al the chaperones from your group for these
announcements. If one of the chaperonesis driving to
“The Barn” for the first time, please share the
following directions and map with them:

I’m happy to announce that Whitney Jand| from St.
Andrew’sin Fairfax isthe winner of the t-shirt
design for the New Ulm Diocese. The shirt color will
be aKelly Green with white accents. Her phrase was,
“Discover the Way...Signs are All Around Us.”
Whitney will receive a $150 scholarship towards
NCYC'07.

Thanksto all the Y outh Ministers who submitted
applications for NCY C scholarships from the National
Federation for Y outh Ministry. These were especially
well written! I’ ve added my recommendations and
forwarded these on the Federation. Hopefully we can
benefit aswe did last year. Last year, we received
scholarship funds for the first time ever!

8 =8 >
Catholic Youth Camp is Minnesota®only full-season
Catholic Camp. They are accredited by the American
Camp Association (ACA). They must annually meet or
exceed over 300 rigorous standards in areas such as
safety, camp program, staff training, health and
wellness, risk management and food service. Only 25%
of the camps across the country are currently accredited
by the ACA.

Session 10 runsfrom July 30 through August 10,
2007. Thisweek is open to children of all ages
(grades 2-11) and divided down into smaller age
appropriate groupingsonce they arrive.

If we have enough people, CY C can arrange a bus to
come out to Renville to provide transportation to and
from the camp at McGregor, MN. Please let Sr.

Mar garet know how many kidsyou plan to send to
thiscamp by May 31, 2007 so she can coordinate it
with CYC. Y ou can download registration forms and
camp brochures by visiting their website at
www.cycamp.org/.




