World Youth Day 2005
Cologne,Germany

A Pilgrimage Remembered

by Bishop John C. Nienstedt

T attended World Youth Day in
Cologne, Germany from August 15-
21. At our departure liturgy at the
Cathedral, I reminded the 18
members of our group that this was
not a vacation or a guided tour, but a
pilgrimage, a journey of faith, a new
experience of friendship with Jesus.
And so it was!

We landed in Frankfurt and took a
train to Ulm, where the founders of
New Ulm originated. We were met
by our host families and a
kindergarten class that had learned a
few English and German songs to
serenade us. The pastor of St.
Michael's and his parishioners could
not have been more hospitable. They
provided food and lodging, but also
prayer vigils and Eucharistic
celebrations. We struggled with the
language barrier, but somehow
managed to communicate at a
deeper level. When we left, both
groups promised to meet again.

There were several World Youth
Day activities planned for Ulm. We
were joined by 400 French youth
and a few hundred Italians. It was
loud and raucous and great fun! Yet,
we also prayed and sang in each
other's language, conscious of the
one faith, one Lord, one Baptism
that united us in Christ's Church.

The intimacy and comfort of Ulm
was shattered when we arrived in
the far larger city of Cologne.
Everywhere we went, there were
hundreds of thousands of young
people, laughing, dancing, calling
out to one another. It was a moment
for reveling in being a Catholic
among Catholics.

The youth in our group took
seriously the catechesis, the
pilgrimage walks, the visit to the
Schoenstatt Motherhouse, the Way
of the Cross and the Eucharistic
Adoration. I was really proud of
them as they sought in each activity
an opportunity to grow in their faith
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The highlight, of course, was N

Sunday Eucharist with Pope
Benedict XVI at the Marienfeld after
a cold night of sleeping under a
cloudy, then foggy sky. You could
see the Holy Father, more shy and
reserved than his predecessor, warm
to the crowd with pure joy in his
eyes. His prayer was deeply
reverent, his preaching was direct
and understandable, and he A
communicated a sense to that throng | ' 4
of a million believers that he was g
with them, he believed in them and ,; ARG
he shared Christ's love for them.
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I thought I might be getting a bit
too old for this kind of adventure,
but I found myself ever so
grateful for the blessings that the
pilgrimage offered. Do I plan on
World Youth Day in Sydney
(Downunder) in 2008? At this
point, I think it would.

(Above) Bishop Nienstedt and Sr. Margaret McHugh, New Ulm Diocesan
Director of Youth Ministry pose with our pilgrims in Vallendar,
Germany: (I-r, back to front) Heidi Beranek, New Ulm; Christina Miller,
New Ulm; Lisa Leibfied, Wilno; Paul Blaschko, North Mankato; Adam
Holm, Dassel; Kaitlyn Guldan, New Ulm; Jim Guldan, New Ulm; Marcia
Popowski, Wilno; Amy Schroeder, Marshall; Toni Jerzak, Wilno; Anna
Posivio, Winthrop: Brian Prow, Willmar; Vincent
Henningsgaard, Canby; Sr. Margaret McHugh;
Stephanie Vaske, Montevideo; Bishop Nienstedt;
Samantha Grewe, Gibbon; Hillary Slater, North
Mankato; (not pictured: April Smith, Minneapolis).
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(Top left) Bishop Nienstedt presents a gift to
Mayor Czich of Ulm, Germany.

(Far left) Hillary Slater and Marcia Popowski pose
for a picture with a group of Italian pilgrims.

(Above) Adam Holm, Lisa Leibfied and Paul Blaschko at Aug. 20 Candle Light Prayer Vigil
at Marienfeld, Cologne.

(Bottom) A Sea of Catholics gather at Marienfeld, Cologne, with Pope Benedict for the World
Youth Day Vigil on Aug. 20 and the Closing Mass on Aug. 21. The Holy Father encouraged the
youth to, “Help people to discover the true star which points out the way to us: Jesus Christ!”
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