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St. Peter, MN - The Benedictine
Living Community of St. Peter
(pictured above) in St. Peter, MN,
is the state’s newest long-term
care facility. The first residents
moved into the new building on
January 31, 2007. The building features 48 private rooms and 32
shared rooms. Residents live in neighborhoods of 10 residents that
share a living and dining room and there is a private, fenced
courtyard for every 20 residents to share. The new facility is attached
to the St. Peter Community Hospital. On Saturday, March 31, 2007,
Bishop John C. Neinstedt presided over the dedication and blessing
of the new facility. 

Pictured with Bishop Nienstedt is (l-r) Sr. Mary Christa Kroening of the
Benedictine Sisters of Duluth and Liturgical and Ritual Services Senior
Consultant for the Benedictine Health System, and Fr. Phil Schotzko,
pastor of the Church of St. Peter in St. Peter.

New long-term care facility
opens in St. Peter, MN

by Mary Karnitz

Mary, the Mother of Jesus, is a
model of true womanhood for today.
God being sovereign could have
sent His Son into the world in any
way of His choosing. Jesus could
have come walking out of the
wilderness full-grown, but God
chose to send His Son into the world
born of a woman. That speaks
volumes about the worth of women
and the importance of motherhood.  

Since the Second Vatican Council,
Church teaching encourages
Catholics to view Mary as a model
of what the Church is supposed to
be and what each Christian is called
to be. The Council of Catholic
Women seeks to celebrate and

imitate our Blessed Mother through
prayer, study, and service. Every
time we look to Mary we find Jesus
and that's exactly how she would
have it.         

Mary is a model of prayer. The last
thing we read about her in the New
Testament is she was in a place of
prayer. The Council of Catholic
Women (CCW) begins and ends
each meeting with prayer. We pray
the Liturgy of the Hours, the prayer
to Our Lady of Good Counsel, the
rosary and prayers for an increase in
vocations to holy orders and
religious life. We pray for our
Shepherd of the Field and we pray
for each other.  

The many projects of CCW give
women throughout the diocese the
opportunity to deepen their
spirituality, increase their
knowledge of the Church, and
strengthen their leadership skills.
CCW offers a scholarship program
for individuals who provide
leadership in programs such as
CCW activities, in Catholic schools
or religious education, and various
parish programs. 

NUDCCW board members may
apply to receive monies from the 
Fr. Endres Memorial Fund to attend
CCW functions and deliver
educational presentations for the
board members.  

Mary is also a model for service.
Her attitude was selfless - she had a
servant's attitude and servants are
what God calls us to be. The
Council of Catholic Women deals
with contemporary issues such as
militant feminism, abortion, equal
rights, child care, and pornography.  

The Council of Catholic Women
looks to Mary who did what God
called her to do and was blessed
beyond measure. She is His
masterpiece. Mary's life points to
Jesus because that's what her life
was all about.  

Happy Mothers Day!

Mary Karnitz is the New Ulm
Diocesan Council of Catholic

Women President.

Mary - Christ’s masterpiece and role model
for the Council of Catholic Women

by Donna Sanders

God created us in His own image
and likeness, blessing each of us
with many gifts and talents. The
beauty of this creation was that He
gave each of us the freedom of
choice to decide which of His gifts
we want to use in our lives.

Unfortunately, most of us pass
through life without appreciating all
that God has given us. In one of his
newspaper articles,  Dr.Vincent
Kituku, an associate member of the
Catholic Press Association,
indicates that millions of talents and
gifts come and go from this world,
packaged within people who never
used them.  

The Council of Catholic Women
(CCW) continue to challenge
Catholic women to develop their
talents and gifts by becoming

involved and taking advantage of
the wide variety of opportunities
offered through CCW, such as
parish sponsored programs and
service projects, diocesan leadership
training programs, speakers at
region CCW gatherings, and the
annual diocesan convention. 

Women are also encouraged to go
beyond their local parishes or
dioceses and attend the National
Council of Catholic Women
(NCCW) Convention and General
Assembly where they can
participate in Eucharistic Liturgies,
hear speakers addressing current
issues in the Church and society,
and interact with Catholic women
from all areas of the country.

Last September, a membership
campaign was launched by the
National Council of Catholic
Women with "Join Us, Be Counted"

as the theme. Besides having our
councils as affiliate members,
Catholic women around the country
were encouraged to join as
individual members of NCCW.
This was an opportunity for
individuals to support NCCW's
mission and its programs while
continuing to be part of that united
voice of Catholic Women through
local CCW groups.  

Consider joining and be counted by
contacting your local CCW
president for an application
brochure.  

Take advantage of what NCCW has
to offer you as a Catholic woman
and discover ways you can share
your gifts and talents with others.

Donna Sanders is the NCCW
Organization Commission

Chairperson.

Let your talents shine through National CCW
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