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Rev. Mr. Paul D. Timmerman, a
seminarian for the Diocese of New
Ulm, will be ordained to the Holy
Order of Priesthood on Saturday,
May 26, 2007, at the Cathedral of the
Holy Trinity in New Ulm by
Archbishop John C. Nienstedt.
Deacon Timmerman is currently
studying his Candidacy for Orders at
the Pontifical College Josephinum in
Columbus, OH. 

He is the son of Dennis and Shirley
Timmermann of Boyd, MN. Deacon
Timmerman’s home parish is the
Church of St. Leo in St. Leo, MN. 

“Discerning God’s will for our lives
is not an easy task,” commented Fr.
Todd Petersen, diocesan Director of
Vocations. “It takes intense prayer
and immense support from not only
family, but also friends, parishioners,
priests and religious.”

Following, in his own words, 
Deacon Timmerman reflects 
on the journey of his priestly
discernment and how he found a
“sense of peace”. . . . . his vocation
story.

“My parents have always had a
strong influence on me, especially
spiritually. They pray together every
morning, and often when I was
getting up Dad would already be at
the breakfast table reading the Bible.
Mom and Dad always stressed the
importance of prayer by asking my
siblings and me if we had said our
personal prayers before we got going
in the morning. To this day, Dad still
reminds me to pray.

I went on a TEC retreat (Teens
Encountering Christ) as soon as I

could after turning the required age
of 16. Everyone in my family had
gone to it and had seemed to enjoy it.
Before I went to TEC, my attitude
was that I should be able to have my
fun now, and after college I would
become Christian and live for God.
After TEC, I changed my mind and
realized that personal prayer was
something that I should be doing
daily. 

It was also about this time that I
started Confirmation class taught by
my pastor, Fr. Paul van de
Crommert. We had weekly essays
and tests on the Catechism, and we
even had to take notes on Sunday
homilies! In one of these essays we
had to write what we thought our
vocation was and why. We could not
simply write that we thought we
were called to marriage because we
found the opposite sex attractive –
we needed a better reason than that.
This was the first time that I really
thought about the priesthood, even
though I believed I was called to be
married, have children, a dog, an
office job – the whole typical
American thing. 

At the end of the essay I wrote that I
would be open to God if He called
me to the priesthood, but really, what
would be the chance that He would
do so?

During my junior year of high
school, I received a personal note
from my pastor. In it he said he
noticed certain talents and qualities
in me that would make a good priest,
and he asked me to think about the
possibility. This blew me away! My
pastor also explained what a
vocation was and how he heard and
experienced his own calling. 

That summer I had to begin to
consider where I was going to
college and what I was going to do
in life. Now I was also confronted 
with this whole "priest thing" and
what God wanted for me. 

Before Mass one Sunday morning, I
asked God – if he wanted me to
become a priest – to give me a sign

A time to celebrate!
Deacon Paul D. Timmerman 
prepares for ordination to priesthood

(continued on page 10)

Archbishop John C.
Nienstedt has
announced the
appointment of
Thomas Keaveny as

the Consultant for Catholic Charities
effective May 1, 2007. This position
will be half-time for the next
fourteen months. 

This new ministry of Catholic
Charities is made possible by
contributions of the faithful of the
diocese to the Diocesan Ministries
Appeal: Hope for Years to Come.  

As consultant, Keaveny’s tasks will
be not only organization of the
office, but also establish some initial
Catholic Charities services
throughout the diocese and prepare
for the hiring of a full-time director.

Keaveny, originally from the
Morton, MN area, brings a wealth

of experience, expertise, and
contacts to the consultant position.
He served as the Director of
Community Services for Catholic
Charities of the Diocese of St.
Cloud from 1988-1997. 

The Community Services
department conducts twenty-one
programs with 230 staff. He then
directed the Office of Planning for
the Diocese of St. Cloud. In 2003,
Keaveny served as a planning
consultant to the Diocese of New
Ulm and worked with the first group
of Area Faith Communities on the
development of their plans.  In
addition to his consultant role, he
will continue to teach at the Willmar
and Hutchinson campuses of
Ridgewater College.

DMA dollars at work!
Catholic Charities office established
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