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e d u c a t i o n

A Look Back!
Diocese of New Ulm

EDITOR’S NOTE: 
In recognition of the upcoming
50th Anniversary of the Diocese of
New Ulm (November 18, 2007),
The Prairie Catholic will be taking
“a look back” each month through
November on the important
history since the conception of the
diocese. This month, we reflect on
Campus Ministry.

Campus Ministry in the Diocese of
New Ulm began in the fall of 1967.
The Religious Center was built
across the road from Southwest State
University, Marshall, MN, 
in February1968. Southwest State
University, (SMSU), a four-year
public university, was founded in
1963.

How did it come to be?  Bishop
Alphonse Schladweiler wanted a
Catholic presence in the only four-
year college in the Diocese of New
Ulm. So, Bishop Schladweiler asked
Fr. Paul Schumacher to go to the
Catholic University at Washington,
D.C, to get an advanced degree. This
would make him the first Catholic
Chaplain at the Campus Religious
Center. Sr. Kay O’Neill, a
Presentation Sister from Aberdeen,
SD, was added to the staff in
September of 1970. 

The Campus Religious Center is an

ecumenical ministry adjacent to the
campus of Southwest State
University. The campus ministers
represented Catholics, Lutherans and
United Ministries in Higher
Education (Methodist, Presbyterian,
Episcopalian, Moriavian, and
Church of Christ churches.

It was an ecumenical building. Fr.
Henry Le May was the pastor at
Holy Redeemer at Marshall when it
was built. The local ministerial
group petitioned the church groups
for funds to pay for the new
building. It was divided for payment
with 33 1/3 percent Catholic, 33 1/3
percent Lutheran, and 33 1/3 percent
for the other denominations. In the
beginning the diocese paid for the
Catholic’s 33 1/3 percent. When
Bishop Raymond A. Lucker came to
the Diocese of New Ulm, it was
decided that this should be the
responsibility of the Holy Redeemer
Parish in Marshall to fund and staff
the Catholic’s portion.

In 1968, Fr. Peter Tintes was
assigned by the Diocese of New
Ulm to work with Campus Ministry
at Willmar Campus Religious
Center.

Catholic Campus Ministry is going
strong today in the Diocese of New
Ulm meeting the spiritual and related
needs of Catholic students. 

The junior and senior girls of Cathedral
High School in New Ulm had the

opportunity to experience the vocation of
religious life on March 12, 2007, by

visiting four different convents in the
Twin Cities area: Franciscan Sisters of St.

Paul, Little Sisters of the Poor, Missionary
Sisters of St. Peter Claver, and Benedictine Sisters of Pontifical Jurisdiction. Pictured (front row): 

Sister Anna, Gabby, Anie - postulant, Anna Griebel, Ashley Hoffman, Sister Fatima, Sister Mary; (back row):
Sister Mary Joseph, Kelsey Krenz, Katie Koester, Abby Beranek, Ellie Kemmeter, Kirsten Prunty, 

Anne Hazuka, and Rachel Braegelmann.

CHS students
visit convents

OOrrddeerr  NNOOWW!!  

50th Anniversary 

History Pictorial Book
“A Loving People in a Holy Place” 

only $26.50

DDeeaaddlliinnee  ttoo  oorrddeerr  iiss  MMaayy  1155,,  22000077,,

aass  tthhiiss  iiss  aa  oonnee--ttiimmee  pprriinnttiinngg..

To order, contact your local Catholic parish or the 
Office of Communications, Diocese of New Ulm,

(507) 359-2966.
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