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deaon has been well defined since the
earliest days of the Church. Acts 6:1-7
describes the doice of the first descns
who were called to serve the poor and
reglected as well as to assist the goostles
in carrying forth the mission of Chrdst in
the Church. Qe of the seven first descas,
Steghen, vies stoned to death becaise of
his bold preaching of the Gospels, in Acts
6ad7.

The office of deacon in the early Church

century, when the role of the deaoon was
inchded, in a transitiaal way, in the

SPECIAL FEATURE

Generous response to the Diocesan Ministries Appeal
allows new programs of formation to begin

hanks to the Dicoesan

Ministries Axpeal, the drears

0 establish two inportant
fammation programs in the Diccese
of New Ulm will be realized. The
two programs are for permenent
efforts to start vp a pemenant
dizconate ended because of the
firencial haden ar ecessive travel
distances to Catholic aolleges ar
Tinited similar efforts to provide
agess for lay ministers to aollege-
level and mesters degree study.

Permanent Deacons: This fall,
a diooesan formation program for
pemmenent deaons begins at
Sdhoarstatt o the Iake in Slespy
Eye. Faculty fram Saint Meinrad
Samirery in St. Meinred, IN, will

teech the sessias. Several
fometion progravs for lay
ministers will also begin in fall with
faquilty from Saint Maryfk
University in Winona. The
permenent diaconate program

the next several months. Up to thirty
(30) prospective candidates will ke
aooepted into the first dlass after
interviews, evaluatians, ad

Iay Ministers: All beptized
Gatholics are celled to a life of
holiress and dedication to the lay
goostolate. This lay goostolate
inclides a mission to kring the Good
News of Jesus to the hare, the
neighbarhood, the commnity, and
the warkplace.

Apeal, prograns are now in place
to help fam ard train adilt
Catholics to canry ait this
thenlogy stidy ard spiritual
famatim are available to ay
interested Catholic in the Dicoese of
New Ulm through the Foundations
ad Together in Camunion
programs. Both programs will use
faculty fram Saint Meryf s
University in Winona.

Permanent Deacons

process of preparing men for the
priesthood. One measure of the importance
of the desom in the early durch is the
nunber of deacns elected pope in the
early Middle Ages. Thirty-seven deacons
were elected pope between the years of
432 ard 684.

In modem tines, the inpetus far restoring
the diaconate on a permenent basis wes
provided in the Dogretic Constitution on
the Church (Lumen Gentium) . The Comncil
Fathers urced that the rale of the descon
should be restared to a permenent rank in
the hierardy.

The office and ministry of the permenent
desom s a distinctive vocation in the
Church. Fram the earliest period of Church
life, Church leaders recognized the wnique
call to sarvice given to the desom at
adination. Althoush the diaconate is an
ardained ministry of the Chirch, it is a
different ministry fram that of bishoes and
priests. Desoms are amained into a
ministry of service and enjoy a special

Read morel...pgs. 6-7

A 11 teized cttrilics ae clled to a Life
of Holliress and dadication to the lay
goostolate. This lay goostolate inclides a
mission to bring the Good Nes of Jesus
to the hate, the reighbarhod, the
cammity, and the warkplace.

Progrars are now in place to help fam
and train adilt Catholics to carry aut this
respnsibility. Gollege-level theology
available to ay interested Catholic in the
Diocese of New Ulm through the
FounpaTions ad Together in
Communion programs.

Both programs will use faculty fram Saint
Mary(ls University in Winona, MN.

Lay Ministers

There are thousands of adilts in the
Diccese of New Ulm who are involved in
the parishes and Area Faith Cammities
as catechists, menbers of youth ministry
tears, liturgical ministers, and merbers
of camncils and comittees.

FounbaTrons ad Together in
Communion can help them to minister

Sare lay ministers are warking full ar
pert-tire for parishes and Area Faith
Comunities as religious education
% \ S By \ T, ks

Tharks to the Dicoesan Ministries Agpeal,
lay ministers interested in gradate stidy
sumer program at Saint Mary(k
University.

%‘k Special Feature ~ +

Page5 -

June 2007 ,&f



DEACON MARK KOBER
of Sleepy Eye, MN, is
the first ever New Ulm Diocesan

Director of the Permanent Diaconate
Program. This has been made possible
by contributions to the
Diocesan Ministries Appeal!

The Ministry of the Deacon

WORD e

Restared after 1300 years by the Seoond Vatican Comncil, the
Diaconate is rooted in the New Testament Church. The apostles
chose desoans to help them respad to the pressing needs of the
infant Chirch and to maintain fidslity to its mission of sexvice.
Deaons are called to atbody the ideal of every follower of
Christ, to be "ae who serves." (Luke 22:27)

In the Diccese of New Ulm, the ministry of the permenent
deaon will often include:

M INISTRY OF W ORD

® To presch the Gospel in the Sacred Liturgies of the Curch
and throuch the witness of his life.

@ To perticipate in the edratioal and catechetical goostolates.

o To prepare parishioners far Baptism, Gonfinmation and

o To search aut the fallen away ard foster the evangelization
of the unchirched.

@ To pramwte ecumenism in the local cammities, according

LITURGY o

CHARITY

M INISTRY OF LITURGY

® To assist at the Fxdharist, proclaim the Gospel, preech, ad

© To beptize and witness merriages.

@ To adinister sacramentals, hring Viaticum to the dying,
and hury the dead.

® To argenize and assist with prayer services and programs for

@ To prarote vocations.

M INISTRY OF CHARITY

® Do care for the poar, the sick, the hardicayped, the
unanployed, the elderly, the imprisoned, the haveless, the
migrant, and the inmigrant.

@ To reach aut to the disturbed, the alienated, the estranged,
the fargotten.

@ To assist with stawardship and dharitable giving effarts.

@ T adocate far social Justice.

to diooesan policies.

©® To arenize ard lead the laity to exercise goostolates of

cherity.

Qualiﬁcations for admission to the Permanent Diaconate Formation Program

Rarsmal

1. A confinred, practicing Raren Catholic,
merried ar single ad at lesst thirty-five (35)
years of age at the tine of ardination and not
more then fifty-five (55) years of ae at the
time of advission. If merried, merried anly
ance ad the marriage must be validated
acoording to the nonms of the Church.

2. A proven ahility to relate with others
effectively, which is verified by letters of
recammendation.

3. A persoal camitment to live a healthy,
belanod, prayerful, and holy lifestyle.

4. Since the desom is not adinardly peid far
his services, he nust be econanically stable
and free of unreasonable debt and nust have
the tire to devote to diacmal service.

5. In good physical ard psychological health
as shown by a medical and psychological
with results given to the Directar of the
Pemenent Diaomate.  If there is a histary of
addiction, recovery nust have a threeyear
history and there nust be angoing
perticipation in a treatment program.

6. A backgroud check reveals rno criminal
activity ar sexual miscodct.

7. Bocepts Church Taw, autharity, and

goeciates the Curd{ b tradition, especially
as articulated by the Secord Vaticen
Carcil. Chedience to the Bishop ard the
prest to whon be is assigned is essential.

8. Aplicant must be self-motivated, a
persm with integrity, respansible, a persm
of comitent and accomtability, willing
ard able to assure a leadership role.

B M ARRIAGE AND FAMILY

1. A partrer in a stable rerriage.

2. Maried for at lesst five years.

3. Has the expressed amnsent and sugport of
4. If children are at have, special
amsideration mist be given to their ages ad
needs in disceming the timeliness of

5. Clearly understand that if a men becares
a deecn ad his wife should die, he is
daliged to remain celibate for the rest of his
lis

6. If prospective cardidate is a cawert, he
shall have practiced Gatholicism for at least
five years.

SINGLE OR W IDOWER

Clearly understands that celibecy is a
descon.

m EDUCATIONAL

intellectiel anility in ader to stdy

collegiate and greduate-level theology and

daelop the ahility to articulate the mesning

to the Catholic cammity. Must be willing

to camit to continuing education after
Siret

2. Qrgpnizatianal ability to menage the time

ard energy darends of diaconal training and

previcus camitments to family and jdb.

3. Should have a minimm of three (3) years
icigetion in 1ay leadkrship, religi

sration ol . Catholic school. relig

aorses, adilt faith fometion, ar a spiritual

£ .

4. Should have a sufficiently developed

payer life,

PaARISH/AREA FAITH

COMMUNITY NVOLVEMENT
1. A menber of the parish and the Diccese
for at lesst two (2) yesrs.

2. Irvolved in perish/area ministry for a
minimm of three (3) years as well as
camnity prayer and worship and well-
3. Mst ke collaborative and willing to
wark with others, especially the pastar

ad perish staff.

4. Mst be service-ariented, sarsitive to the
resds of others, willing to seek aut pacple in
reed ard help fill the neecs.

‘K
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Prepa rationfor becoming a deacon

W ith acoeptance into candidecy for the diacate, preparation
begins which is referred to as [}he period of Aspirancif]. This
preparatary period prepares the candidate for the years of
famation. During this period, the aspirant will be introdwed to
philosody as a fordation for theological stidy, spiritielity, ad
the ministry of the desom. There will be attention placed an a
further discemment of the call to ministry.
The Aspirancy period will include a nurber of acadamic
fometion sessions. A greater foous, however, will be placed
o prayer, reflection, and vocational discemment. During this
periad, if the aspirent is merried, his wife will be invited to

..
Sessions will be held ane Saturday each month and will include
the following topics:
o Introduction to Discermment
Introduction to Theological Reflection
Introduction to Spiritual Direction
Pastaral Identity, Skills and Barderies
Evangelization and Eoumenism, including an Introduction to the Catechism
Research and Writing in Formetion
Introduction to Philosopy I (weekend session)
Introduction to Philosophy IT (weskend session)

° Semester 4 sacravental Theology TT-Bucharist
The Period S
f ' -
of Formaton ...
The next yeers of famstion are diviced no elght Guistology
seesters. These years vill &ous on e intellectiell, Stpervised Ministry
spiritual and pestaral develaoent: of the cerdicates. AlL Homiletics
sessions are anoe a month, weekend sessions, beginning
on Fridsy evening and ending on Surckys at 2:00 pn. O€MeSter 6 mtodrtion to Litugy
American Church
Semester 1T maodction to soripare Religious Bducation
Systematic Theology I Supervised Ministry
Spirituality and Prayer Liturgical Practiom I
Semester 2 cuch Histary Semester 7  canon 1aw for Ministry
Vatican Council IT and Beclesiology Moral Theology I
Introdotion to the Ministry of the Liturgical Prectiom IT
Permanent Deacon
Semester 8  Moral Theology 1T
Semester 3 sacrarental Theology I Systematic Theology IT
Qrdination Retreat

Synoptic Gospels
The Gospel of Jon

Contact information

If you are interested in pursuing the ministry of the permanent diaconate, please
contact Deacon Mark Kober, Director of the Office of the Permanent Diaconate
for the Diocese of New Ulm, 1400 6th Street North, New Ulm, MN 56073;
phone: (507) 359-2966; email: mkober@dnu.org.

Lay Ministry

TteSa:rndVaU’.mnOcucﬂ,
intte Dogratic Constitution on
the Curch, states thek "all
Christians in whatever state ar
valk of life are called to the
fulllress of Chrdstian life ad the
perfection of darity”  (Lumen
Gentium, rnber 40)

Iay men and waren hear this call
to holiness primarily and wigquely
in their daily lives. They are
especially called to meke holy ar
sactify the wardd by fullfilling
resposihilities in the socdal ad
family resins.

a in fact ke called, to cogperate
with their pestars in the sarvice of
the exclesial comnity, far the
sake of its growth ad life. This
can ke doe thraxh the exsrcise
of different kinds of ministries
aooarding to the grace ad
charisms which the Iord has been
pleasad to bestow an them”
(Catechism of the Catholic Church,
nnber 910). Many laity answer
this call by valuntesring for
ministries ar verious coucil and
camnittee leadership in parishes
and Area Faith Comunities.
Sare are firther called to arenize
ad direct the ministries within a
camunity and may even serve on
perish staffs, receiving

+ Recognition of Carpetency by
the hierardy to serve pidlicly in
the local chadhy;

+ Leadership in a partiailar area
of ministry;

% Close mitual collaboration with
the pestaral ministry of hishoes,
pdests, ad deaas;

+ Preparation and fometion
guaxiate to the leel of

to tham.

programs described on page 8 of
this isse, are intended to prepare
and fam lay ministers in the
Diocese of New Ulm to live aut
their calling ad to participate in
the ministry of the Charch.

Read more...pg, 8
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Lay Minis [} throughout the diocese

All baptized Catholics are called to a life of holiness and dedication to the lay apostolate.
This lay apostolate includes a mission to bring the GOOD NEWS of Jesus to the home, the

neighborhood, the community, and the workplace.

Two new lay ministry formation programs

now in place to help form and train lay Catholics

There are thousands of adilts in the
Diccese of New Ulm who are
imvolved in the parishes and Area
Faith Commnities as catechists,
mabers of youth ministry tears,
litirgical ministers, and menbers of

Thanks to the DMA (Diocesan
Ministries Apedl), prograns are
row in place to help fam and train
adilt Catholics to carry ait this

Collece-level theology study and
spiritiel fometion are axrently
being offered to ay interested
Catholic in the Diccese of New Ulm
through two new progrars.

FounparIons :a discipleship
formation program and Together in
Camunion, a leadership formetion
program, will help participents to
carpetence. Both programs will be
facilitated by faoulty from Saint
Maryf b University of Mimesota in
Winona.

FOUNDATIONS isassen-
session program, ane Saturday per
month (9:30 a.m. - 4:00 pm. at a

antral Jocation within the diocese),

Application information

For further information or to apply for
the FOUNDATIONS program, please contact Bryan Reising,
Director of Adult Faith Formation
for the Diocese of New Ulm, 1400 6th Street North,
New Ulm, MN 56073; phone: (507) 359-2966;

email: breising@dnu.org.

thet is interded to provide a solid
fardation in the Cathalic faith
tradition. Founparzons will ke
offered in the fall of 2007.

The sessians will survey the mejar
topics and thares of theology and
scripare ad are taght an a

freshmen-sopharare college level.

This program is designed far the
volunteer minister who wishes to
have a besic adilt fometion in the
Gatholic faith as well as ay adilt
wo is interested in a callep-leel
inrod ction to Cathalic

BASIC MONTHLY TOPICS :
~Introdction to the Grdstian
Scripares
-Introdction to the Jewish Scriptres
~Introdrtion to Catholic Theology
“Thealogy of the Cathalic
Church/Sacraments
~Prayer ard Liturgy
“Morality and the Social Teeching of
the Catholic Church

PROGRAM FEES &
Participants ar their parishes are
respsible for reals, trael, ad
book ar resource parchases.

Tunch is on yarr o the aost is $30.

Payment can be mece in full at the
tire of gplication ar in two
installments, Septenter and Jaruery.

Together in
Communion isase-
session program, ane Saturddy per
month (9:30 aam. - 4:0 pm. at a
central location within the diooese),
thet is desigred to provice quelity lay
lescership foamation for those who
have carpleted FounDATIONS.
Together in Cammion will be
offered in the fall of 2008.

These sessias are taght an a junia—
seniar collegiate level by faoilty fran
Saint Mary{ b University of Mimesota
in Winona. The sessians aonsider
central Gatholic doctrdres in their
histarical equessions ad inchide an
eplaatio of significant erss in the
histary of the Curch as well as key
spiritualities ad the saints wo lived
them. The program also foouses an
deelqarent of spirituel practices.
ADVANCED MONTHLY TOPICS $
Teadership/Spirituality Warkshop
Scripture, Theology and Raven

+oilic Faith Trediti

trilic Riklicel .

ad Church Histary

Philosophy and Theology
Theology and Church Histary
Theology in Word and Tmege

The Call and Mission of the Beptized

Participants ar their parishes are
respasible for reals, trael, ad
bock ar resorce parcheses.  (More
details will ke provided at a later
Ge.)

Graduate study
at Saint Mary’s University

There is a nead in the Diccese of New Ulm for lay persans to serve as
pestaal advinistratars, parish wadkers, directars of religias edration,
yaith ministers, litirgists, ad religion tescdhers in Cattolic sdhools. Tn
acer to provide gradete-level famation ad training for these positians,
two thirty (30) credit houxr mesters degrees are available thraxh Saint
Maryf 5 University of Mimesota in Winona.

The degree progrars are both condicted in a two-wesk intensive, ar
canpus fomet, for three sumers. Coursewark in preparation far the
rext intersives ar the thesis is aarpleted off-campus thraghout the year.
Degress are offered in either pestaral ministry ar pestaral adninistration.

If you are a full ar pert-tire minister, talk to yor pestaal lesder dout
fonmal study. Sare menbers of parish staffs may be encaraged to
axsider firther training in acder to goly for positions, suxch as a pardsh
wadker ar pestaral advinistratar. Both of these positians require a mesters
degree. Sdlarship firds for gradate sty are availsble throch the

Lay ministers,
such as these,
can equip
themselves for
ministry through
FounpATIONS and
Together in
Communion
which are
supported by
our Bishops.

‘3&_&
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