Celebration recognizes diocesan priests for
papal honors of the title of “Monsignor”

over 1,000 faithful gather in New Ulm to extend congratulations

New Ulm - Bishop John C.
Nienstedt announced in December
that Pope Benedict X VI conferred
papal honors with the title of
"Monsignor", upon five priests of
the Diocese of New Ulm recog-
nizing the their service to the
Church.

In recognition of these honors, a
diocesan celebration was held on
Sunday, February 26 at the
Church of St. Mary in New Ulm.
Over 1,000 people attended to
personally extend their
congratulations. Following

a brief ceremony and
introduction of the five

new monsignors, a light
lunch was served.

Generally there are three
grades of papal honors that
bear the title "Monsignor"

- the Protonotary

Apostolic, the Prelates of
Honor to His Holiness,

and the Chaplains to His
Holiness. Priests who are mon-
signors of one rank may be ele-
vated from one rank to another k
at the will ‘
of the Pope. Pictured (top) with
Bishop John C. Nienstedt are
(I-r) Msgr. Eugene L.Lozinski,
pastor at St. Pius X, Glencoe
and Msgr. Francis J. Garvey,
pastor of Our Lady, Manannah,
both named Chaplains to His
Holiness with the title
“Monsignor”’; Msgr. Douglas L.
Grams, pastor of St. Mary’s,
New Ulm, named a Prelate of
Honor with the title “Monsignor”;
and Msgr. John A. Richter, rector
of the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity
and parochial administrator at St.
John’s, Searles; and Msgr. Robert J.
Wyftels, pastor of St. Michael’s,
Morgan, and sacramental minister
of St. Joseph’s, Clements and St.
Joseph’s, Lamberton, both named
Chaplains to His Holiness with the
title “Monsignor”.

The process of this new title and
rank begins by the bishop nominat-
ing candidates for the honor and
submitting their names and biogra-
phies to the Holy See. Once the
Holy Father confers the honor onto

the priest, the Vatican Secretariat of
State issues a diploma designating
the new title and rank, recognizing
the newly-made monsignor's serv-
ice to the Church. Priests who are
given papal honors and thus named
monsignors are considered to be
members of the papal household
and thus are listed in the Annuario
Pontificio (the papal yearbook).

In his homily during the celebra-
tion, Bishop Nienstedt stated, “By
honoring these five in this way, the
Holy Father has given recognition
to all of our priests and indeed to
our whole diocese. As St. Paul tells
the Corinthians: when one member
of the assembly is honored, the
whole body shares that honor. That
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is because, as the first reading
assures us, ‘We, though many
members, are one body in Christ.
We individually are parts of one
another.” And whatever individual
talents or skills we possess, God
has given us these in order to share
them with others.”



